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Houfe of Commons, 



k 



DURING 



k 



he Fourth Seffion.of the Eighth Parlia- 
ment of Great-Britain, 



N the 24tli Day of yanmty, 1737-8, ahm n cao. ir* 
the Houfe of Commons being, accord- , ^^IXL I 
ing to Proclamation, alEiimbled, 

A M^iTage came from his Majefty, 
by Sir Charles Daiton, Gentleman-Ufticr 
of the Black Rod, (smmandinj;t the Zwrwr' 
alih Hmje to attend bit Mnjejly iminedii^ie- 
/j', In thi Houfe ef Piers > Accordingly 
Mr. Speaker, with the Houfe, went yp to attend his Ma- 
jelly, and upon their Return, the Speaker reported to the 
Houfe his Majefty's Speech trom the Throne, which was as 
follows : 
VquV. B , My 




Aiaa It Cee. IL 
J717-JB. 

Tlic ICioK't Speech 



My Lords an& Gentlemen, 



J Have called you together for the neceilary Difpatch 
of the publick Bufinefs, which j I hope» will be car- 
" ried on with that PrudencCj, and ExpeditiDn, which be« 
** comes the Wifdom of Parliament. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
" I have ordered the Efttmates for the Service of the 
" current Year to be laid bejfbre you ; and the Readinefs, 
** which I have always found in you to make the neceHary 
*' Povifions for the Honour, Peace, and Security of my 
*« Crown and Kincdoms^ leaves me no Room to doubt of 
*' ^t fame Zeal, Afi^fUon, and due Regard for the Sup* 1 
** port of my Government, and the publxk Safety. • 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" I hope you are met together, in a Difpofition to lay 
*' afide ail IJeats and Animofiiies, which may unneceiTarily 
** protraft t!iis Seffior, I am determined, that the Affairs 
'* of the Publick fhall fufFer no Delay, or Interruption, from 
** me, upon any Account whatfocver." 

i( Mr. Fox then Hood up^ and Introduced his Motion for an 
Addrefs of Thanks, in the foSIowing Manner : 

* Sir, it has been always the Cullom of this Houfe, at 
the Beginning of every SeDIon of Parliament, to return hi5 
MajeAy our Thanks ^r his Speech from the Throne ; but, 
the fevere Stroke, which not only his Majefty and the Royal 
Family, but all the Nation have received finoe our laft 
Meeting in the Death of the Queen, requires, that on this 
Oeca£on our Thinks to his Mr:jefty for his mo A gracious 
A^urances ihould be attended with our Condokance for his 
uneKpreflible Lofs, A Lofs, Sir, which, I fktter myfelf, I 
read in the Eyes of every Gcnleman who hears me, and 
which mull be regretted by every Subjcft in the Kingdom, 
who retains in hi«Breail: one Spark of Loyalty and Gratitude. 

Gentlemen oinnot mifs to obferve, that if his Majefty has 
exprefled hlmfelf on this Occafion with more Brevity than 
ufual, it is owing to the Remembrance of a Princefa who 
endeared herfelf in every Relation of Life, either as a Coa- 
fbrt, a Mother, or a Qoeen. And tho* her Death, Sir, is 
an aillifting Difpenfation to all the Nation, yet we cannot 
fuppofe that any of us can feel it fo deeply as the Royal Breaft, 
which, while flie was alive, flie fo much eafed of the ToiU 
of Government by her Counfels, which never had any other 
Tendency than to promote his Honour by promoting the 
Happinefs of his People, Of this. Sir, we had pany late 
InJi:ances,efpecially when the ibvereign Power, in the Ablence 
of her Royal Confort, wai delegated into her Hands. On 
that Occaiion, Sir, we may all r^mennber with what Mode- 
ration 
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ration fltc goveratd, with what Chearfulnefs ftie rewarded, *'*J " 
and with what Relu fiance flie puniihed ; tho* the Prudence - "" 
of her Meaiures, rendered the Exercife of this laft and molt 
ungrateful Branch of the Royal Prerogative, but feldom ne- 
ceflary. Therefore, Sir, however fome amongft us may 
difFer in particular Views and Interefts, I hope we ftiall all 
unite in paying a Debt of Gratitude to the Memory of the 
be ft of Princeites, as welt as of Duty to the heft of Kings, I 
move^ therefore, that this Houfe ftiould refolve, that aa 
,tunb!e Addrcfs be prefented to his Majefty ; to return his 
^ajefty the Thanks of this Houfe for his moft gracious 
Speech from the Throne ; to condole with his Majelly on 
his, and the Nation's irreparable Lofs, by the Death of her 
late Majefty, and to ajTure his Majefly, that this Houfe doet 
always take Part in every Thing that nearly concerns and 
afie^ him, and will endeavour to ioften every Care that 
may approach him; to aifure his Majefty, that we will 
carefully avoid all Heats and Animditics i that we will rea- 
dily and cffeftually ratfe the Supplies neoel^ry for the Ser^ 
vice of the current Year; and, as we are truly fenfible of the 
Regard his Majefty has always fhewn to the Liberties and 
Privileges of his Sabje£ts» that we will, as becomes the Rc^ 
prefentatives of a grateful People, lofc no Occalion of tefti- 
fying our Alfedion and Zeal for the Support of his Govern- 
ment, and the Prcfcrvation of our excellent Conilitution ; 
and farther, to befeech his Majefty to be careful of his fa- 
cred and inellimable Life, on wiiich the Happinels of hii 
Family and his People fo immediately depends.' 

This Motion was feconded by * J, Selwyn, jun. ju)d then 
W. Shippeo, Efq> fpokc to the following Purpofe ; 
Sir, 

' It would be reiy tinbecoming any Gentleman in this 
Houfe, to oppofe the Motion made by the Jionourable Gen- 
tleman who fpoke laft. For my own Part, Sir, I have fo 
deep a Senfe of the Lofs we all fuftain by the Death of 
that incomparable Frincels, that I think no ExprelSions of 
Gratitude or Sorrow can do more than Juftice to her Cha- 
Ta£ler. Thus much. Sir, I fpeak as a Subjeft of his Maje- 
fty : I fhall now beg Leave to trouble you with a few 
Words, as one who has the Honour to fit in this Hou{e. 

Speeches from the Throne, Sir, have often, in my Timc^ 
been looked upon as expreiling the Scnfe of the MiniAry^ rather 
than that of tJic Prince. For which Reafoo there have been 
many Inftances wherein this. H<>ure has taken the Liberty to 
debate on every Sentence of fuch Speeches. I do not indeed 
iflirm that the Speech now to be confide r'd is drawn up to 
ferve any private minifterial Ends ; but think that, in our 

Sv> it Jtkn Stl^jn^ Effj Trtffurer t» tki Imt ^en, 
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*'*^i7J7^' "' ^^^^^ ^^ Thanks, we ought to go no greater Lengthf 
than the general Expreffions in the Speech require. I am. 
Sir, confirmed in this Opinion from former Inftances, where- 
in I have known that too warm an Addrefs from this Houfe 
has been looked upon by the Miniftry as an Approbation, 
not only of their pail, b^ut their prefent and future Meafures. 
I have known, Sir, a Minifter, when any Part of his Con- 
dudl was objected to, tell Gentlemen; ' Did you not give 

* the Crown all the Affurances poffible, that you were 

* perfedlly fatisfied with the Meafures taken by the Go- 

* vcrrmient ? Did not you return an Addrefs of Thanks, 

* and exprefs your Refolution to concur with his Majefty in 

* every Step he fliould take for the Welfare and Security of 

* the Government ?' I fay, Sir, fuch Speeches as thefe have 
formerly been made by Minifters, and Gentlemen have found 
themfelves very much embarrafTed by the fine Words and &ir 
Promifes inferted in their Addrefs. Therefore, Sir, I think 
it not improper, as his Majefty has not been pleafed to in- 
form us of the Situation of Affairs, to fufpend our Approba- 
tion of any Meafures that may have been taken ilnce laft 
Sefllon. When they come to be laid before us in a regular 
Manner, let us then approve 'em, if they are right Mea- 
fures ; but let us not by an over-forward Zeal preclude our- 
felves from the Liberty of objedUng to them, if they are 
wrong ones. Some of them. Sir, may very foon come un- 
der our Confideration ; for I believe no Gentleman here is 
ignorant, that our Merchants have of late made very ftrong 
Applications to the Government for a Redrefe of the Inju- 
ries they have fufFered by the Spanifli Depredations. This 
Affair may very probably, come before us, in this Seffidn ; 
and then. Sir, I hope we fhall have a fair Opportunity of 
doing Juftice to the Zeal of the Adminiflration for the Ho- 
nour and Intereft of the Kingdom. Befides, Sir, this 
laft Speech from the Throne being, as the honourable 
Gentleman obferved, fhorter than ufu^l, we can learn no- 
thing from it concerning the State of our Affairs, with Re- 
ipe£l to the other Powers of Europe ; we know nothing of the 
many Negotiations fet on Foot, fince our laft Seffion, for fe- 
curing the Balance of Power, and for preventing our afpir- 
3ng Neighbours Of France from becoming too formidable, ^ 
and from rifihg by the Depreffion of the Emperor. And 
here. Sir, I muft beg Leave to take notice, that if ever the 
Sentiments of thofe without Doors are to have any Weight 
in this Houfe, we have on this Occafion the ftrongeft Rea- 
fon for our being cautious, how we do any Thing that may 
look like an Approbation of our late Meafures j for where- 
ever I have happened to be fince we laft met, I have hear^ 
them unsqiimoufly condeinn'd. But b? that as it will; w^en 

' thefe 
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Sir 



No Houfe of Commons had ever greater Reafon than 
have to be fruga] of the ptiblick Money, and to enquire in 
what Manner it has been applied. We have already gr^nti 
to his Majefty Sums fuffident to have enabled the Minlft 
to put the Nation into fuch a Sit uatf on, that fhe might ha 
nothing to fear from any Enemies either at home or abroad 
and confequently to have diminilhod the Taxes, and ealled 
People of fome Part of the unfupportablc Load of Bebt i. 
now lie under. If, upon Enquiry, it (hail appeax that they ha' 
A&jtd in this Manner; if it flia^U appear that die People ha 
fo much as a Proipeft of Relief from their prefent Prefliin 
I fhall think the Sums we have already granted, not onli 
well beftowed^ but fhaU concur with any Motion that ma] 
be made for our granting the like in Time to come. Bui 
Sir, notwitliftanding the Sums we have already granted, 
the publick Debt, inftead of being diminifhed^ is daily 11 
creafmg, if it ftiall appear that any Part of it has been appli( 
in promoting the Arts of Corruption, ard betraying the N; 
tion I I think it is oar Duty to put a Stop to any fu^h Granl 
for the future. Jn the mean time. Sir, I am an forward 
any Gentleman here, that we fhould coirdnle with his Ms 
jefty on the irreparable Lofs of the late Queen, and that 
exprefs our Retolution of lofing no Occalion of tcftjfyinj 
our Zeal for the Support of his Government, and the Prcfei' 
vation of our excellent Conlliturion : Nay, ofour^oing thi 
greateft Lengths for fecuring the Crown in hi^ Majcft; 
Terfon and Family, But, Sir, give me Leave to fay, t^ 
the readiell Way to make thefe Engagements good, h 
referving to ourfelves a Right of enquiring into any Mifap!^ 
plication that may have been made of the publicly Moncy^ 
and Credit, and by determining to let the World fee that 
we are refolvedtodo as much as lies in our Power for makiq| 
his Majefty the Sovereign of a grt;d.t, a happy, and an ua« 
corrupted People. -j 

The Reply was to the following EfFed, by Sir W. Yonges 
* Sir, 1 

* I really thought that the Terms in which the honoufi 
able Gentleman who fpokcfirll, propofed we Jhould addrefi 
his Majefty, were fo decent, and fo exprefiive of our Vene- 
ration for the Memory of the late Queen, ^a well as ofoij) 
Affeftion for his Majefty's Perfbn and his illullrious Family: 
that they were unexceptionable. Therefore, I am fuf 
prifed, that Gentlemen fhould take occa^on from them, t 
thro^v out any Inflnuations again ft the prefent Adminiftrv 
tion ; becaufe, perhaps, there have been corrupt Admiiu 
ftrations in former Times. When Gentlemen feem to doubf 
if we fliould affure his Majefty, that we will readily and d 
feaually raife the Supplies iiccei&ry iw hii Majefty' s Sej 
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vice, becaufethe publick Money has been formetly mifap- AiiM^i* c«. ii. 
plied, they may doubt, whether we ftiould condole with his ^.^^^J*%^ 
Majefty on the Death of his Royal Confort; bccaufe there 
have tseen CJueens, whofe Lois the Nation had no Rieatbn to 
legret. If there has been any Mifapplication of the publick 
Money, Sir, it will be Time enough for Gentlemen to pro- 
duce their Objections, when the Bills for providing for the 
Supplies of the current Year come under oiir Confideration : 
But, Sir, I can J by noMeans, think that this IsaTlme for ftart- 
ing tliefe Objeftiona, on the very firil Day of a Seffion, andt 
immediately after lii* Majefty has recommended Unanimity 
in our Proceeidings from the Throne. If it Ihall appear. 
Sir, that any Demands that fhall be then made, are unne" 
CefTary, Gentlemen are not precluded by the Terms of the 
Aired, nowpropofed, from parting their Difficulties ; be- 
taofc, by it, we only promife to grant fuch Supplies as ihall 
be neceif^xry . I ihall make no Doubt but the two honourable 
Gentlemen who fpokelaft, have lived under a very corrupt 
and very dangerous Ad mi nitration in this Nationi aa Ad- 
jciniftration, that by a fcandalous Abufe of their Sovereign's 
Power, muft have funk us in the Eftecm of all Natiolis 
abroad, and entailed Superftition and Slavery on u& at home, 
tad not Providence and the Counfels of a fubfequent Admi- 
Eiitration interpofed. But, Siff till the honourable Gentle- 
meo ihaJl prove that we are now in the fame defpicablc Cir- 
cumflancea, I think there can be no Objeflion to' our re- 
folving upon an Addrefs in the Terms propofed by the ho- 
nourable Gentleman who made the Motion.' 

No Reply being made to this, the Houfe came to a Re{b- '^^^ M«EiM i 
lutioD upon the Motion, and a Committee wah ordered to 
draw up an Addreis to be prejented co his Majefty on the 
^ame Refolution; and they immediately withdrew into the 
Speaker's Ciiamber, and drew up an Addreii in the follow- 
ing Terms, which w« agreed to, 

Tifthamhit Adirtft ef tk* H^uft 9/ C<mmmi io the Kin^. 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

" WJ E your Majefty*s moft Dutifiiland Loyal Subjefti, 
" \fy the Commons of Great- Britain in Parliament af- 
<* fembledj beg Leave to return our moll humble and grate- 
" fill Thanks lor Vour R&jelly's moft graciotu Speech from 
" the Throne. 

" To fpeak our ntmoft Senfe of the great Lofs Your Ma- 
** jefty and tljcfe Kingdoms have lately foftained, would be 
" to revive and aggravate, what we wi{h to alleviate and 
** difpel ; but we hope your Majefty will pardon the Intru- 
^* fioaofout fincereCondoleance, when you rcEeflon the 

" dou- 
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^^iwS*' "* ** ^®"^^ ^"^» ^y ^^^^^ ^*^ ^""^ bound, as affbaionate Sub- 
t^'y-^^ ** jefts to your Majefty, and as Reprefentatives of the Pco- 
^ ** pie of Great Britain, not to pafi over in Silence this Ob- 
•* jeft of your Diftrefs, and their univerfal Mourning. 

" When we refleft on the, amiable private Charadler of 
** that great Princefs, on her perfonal and domeftick Merits 
'^ as an indulgent and inftrudive Parent, a mild'and gradout 
f' Miftrefs; or, with regard to your Majefly, as uniting io 
** one all the difierent Charaders of the moft pleafing as well 
*' as conftant Companion ; the moft able as well as the moft 
** faithful Friend i the moft tender as well as the moft obfer- 
V vant Wife ; when we refled: on thefe Circumftances, we 
** mourn her Lois, as the greateft with which Your Majefty 
" and Your Royal Houfe could have been afflided : But whcft , 
^* we turn our Thoughts to her great and publick Virtue8,lier 
** Love of Juftice, her Attachment to the Laws and Prin- 
** ciples of this wife and happy Conftitution, her extenfive 
** Charities, her boundlefs Benevolence, her Succour to 
** Diftrels, her Favour to Merit, her Lenity to, all. When 
** we confider thefe Parts of her high Clkrader, it is no 
** longer for particular and perfonal Caufep that we grieve j 
** it is a national Lois we lament. 

" If a due Submif&on to fuperior Authority, and a due 
•* Exercife of Power, when committed to her Hands, are 
• <' the ftrongeft Marks of Excellence in both Parts of Go- 

"' vemment ; and if thefe juftly claim Praife and Admira- 
*' tion ; how can we fufiiciently praife or admire her Con^ 
** dudl, either in the Prefenceor Abfence of your Majefty ?- 
** In the firft we faw the moft conftant Compliance with. 
** your Will ; in the laft, ahe true Reprefentation of him, 
" with whofe delegated Authority Ihc was vefted i for all 
" her Ads were great, and wife, and good j alternately we 
*• beheld her Submiflion in this Charader, and felt her 
*' Mildnefs in the other ; and great as the Diftance may 
" feem from Command to Subje6fcion, the Tranfition to her 
'* was eafy, whofe Abilities were equal to any Situation^ 
'* and whofe Temper could conform to all; as refigned to 
** the Duties of a Queen Confort, as capable of the High 
** OfHce of Guardian of the Realm ; as ready to fubmit, as 
*' able to command, and equally an Example to all Sove- 
** reigns, when ihe ruled, and to all Subjeds,when ihe obeyed. 
** And though your .Majefty*s juft and great Concern on 
•* this Occaiton, would perhaps receive no Extenuation from 
•• the Comfort your faithful Commons might vainly trv to 
•' adminifter ; yet, that nothing may be wanting on our 
•* Parts, which may contribute to the making your Majef- 
«* ty's Government (the Source of 'our Profperity) as eafy to 
" yourfclf, as it has ever been to your Subjeds ; we do af*- 
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Houfe of Commons, 



I N" T H E 



I 



DURING 



The Fourth Sefllon.of the Eighth Parlia- 
ment of Great'Britain, 



N the Z4th Day of fanuttty, ijiy-%, AuiefiCf^ll* 
the Houre of Commom being, accord- *>'7i®' 
ing to Proclamation, aflembled, 

A MefTage came from Jiis Majelly, 
by Sir Charles Dalcon, Gentleman-Uflier 
of the Bbck Rod, cmrnmnding (he /ypnmr- 
tihie Houfe to aftttid his Mi^ejfy immediAtS' 
ly^ in the Hsuft cf Petri, Accordingly 
Mr, Speaker, i^ith the Houfe, went up to attend his Ma- 
jefty, and upon their Return, the Speaker reported to the 
Hoiifc hi J MajeJly'a Speech from the Thrgnc, which w« as 
follows ; 




^ Vo 






t)iovesfi}r«)JlAddrc& 



My Lords and Gentlemen, 
F Have called you together for tlic neceflaiy Difpatch 
J|[ of the publick Bufmefs, which, I hojse, will be car- 
ried ©n with that Pnidence, and Expedition, which be- 
" comes the Wifdom of Parlianient, 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
•* 1 have ordered the Efttmates for the Service of the 
" current Year to be laid before yoa i and the Readinefs, 
" which I have always found in you to make the necefiary 
•' Povifions for the Honour, Peace, and Security of my 
" Crown and Kingdoms, leaves mc no Room to doubt of 
" ^e fame Zeal, Affrftion, and due Re^d for the Sup- 
•• port of my GoverniHent, and the publick Safety. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
*' I hope yoQ are met together, in a Difpoiltion to Iaj 
*' afide all Heats and Animoiities, which may unneceflariiy 
•' protraft this Seffion. I am determined, that the Affairs 
*' of the Publick fhall fuiFer no Delay, or Interruption, from 
**• me, upon any Account whatfoever." 

Mr. Fox then flood up, and Intnxluced his Motion for an 
Addrefs of Thanks, in the following Manner : 

• Sir, it has been always the Cuilgm of this Houfe, at 
the Beginning of every Seflion of Parliament, to return his 
MajeAy our Thanks for hia Speech from the Throne ; but, 
the fewe Stroke, which not only his Majefty and the Royal 
Family, but all the Nation have received fince our laft 
Meeting in the Death of the Queen, requires, that on this 
Occafion our Thanks to his Mr-jefty for his moft gracious 
Afliirances fhould be attended with our Oondoleance for hia 
unexprcfllble Lofs. A LoJ(s, Sir, which, I flatter myfelf, I 
read in the Eyes of every Genleman who hears me, and 
which muit be regretted by every Subject in the Kingdom, 
who retains in hi^BreaA one Spark of Loyalty and Gratitude. 

Gentlemen cannot mlfs to obferve, that if his Majefly has 
expreffed himfelf on this Occaion with more Brevity than 
ufual, it is owing to the Remembrance of a Frincefg who 
endeared herfelf in every Relation of Life, either as a Con- 
fort, a Mother, or a Queen- And tho' her Death, Sir^ is 
an affli^ing Difpenfation to all the Nation, yet wc cannot 
fuppofe that any of us can feel it fo deeply as the Royal Ereaft, 
which, while ihe was alive, fhe fo much eafed of the Toils 
of Govenjiment by her Counfels, which never had any other 
Tendency than to promote his Honour by promoting the 
Happinefs of his People, Of this. Sir, wc had many late 
Inftances, cfpeclally when the fovereign Power, in th.^ Abfence 
of her Royal Confbrt, wai delegated into her Hands. On 
that OccaHon, Sir^ we may alt remember with what Mod&< 
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ration flie governed, witli what Chearfulnefs Jhe rewAK^ed, /mpo ir q». Ujl 
and with what ReluAance fhc punilhed i tho' the Prudence ''*^"* " 
of her Mcafures, rendered the Exercife of this laft and moft 
ungrateful Branch of the Royal Prerogative, but feldom ne- 
ceffary. Therefore, Sir, however fome amongft ua may 
diiFer in particular Views and Xnterefts^ I hope we fhaJI all 
unite in paying a Debt of Gtatitside to the Memory of the 
beft of Princeites, a* well as of Duty to the beii of Kings. I 
inovCj therefore, that this Houfe fhould refolve, that tm 

» humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty \ to return his 
Majefty the Thanks of this Houfe for his moft gracious 
Speech from the Throne ; to condole with his Majelty on 
his, and the Nation's irreparable Lofe, by the Death of her 
late Majefty, and toaffure his Majefty, that this Houfe doei 
always mke Part in every Thing that nearly concerns and 
aiFe^ him, and will endeavour to foften every Care that 
may approsich him ; to aiTure his Majeily, that we will 
cirefully avoid all Heats and Animofities j that we will rea- 
dily and cffefiuatly raife the Snpplies neceflary for the Ser- 
vice of the current Year; and, as we are truly fenfible of the ,i 
Regard his Majeity has always Ihewn to the Liberties and 
Privileges of his SubjeGts* that we will, as becomes the Re- 
preferttatives of a grateful People, lofe no Occaiion of tefti- 
fy ing our AfFedion and Zeal for the Support of his Govern- 
ment, and the Prefervation of our excellent Conititution ; 
ajid finher, to befcech his Majfifty to be careful of his fa- 
cred and ineftimable Life, on whkh the Happincis of hu 
Family and his People fo immediately depends,* 

This Motion was fecondcd by * J. Selwyn, jun. utd then 
W. Shippen, Efqj fpoke to the following Purpofe; 

»Sir, 
* It would be very unbeceming any Gentleman in this 
Houfe, to oppofe the Motion made by the honotirable Gen- 
tleman who fpoke laft. For my own Part, Sir^ I have fo 
deep a Senfe of the Lofa we all fuftain by the Death of 
that incomparable Princefs, that I think no ExpreiTions of 
Gratitude or Sorrow can do more than Juftice to her Cha- 
ra£ler. Thus much, Sir, I fpeak as a Subjeft of his Maje- 
fty: I fhall now beg L-eave to trouble you with a few 
Words, as one who has the Honour to At in this Houfe. 

Speeches from the Throne, Sir, have often, in my Time, 
been looked upon as escpreffing the Scnfe of the Miniftry, rather 
than that of the Prince. For which Reafon there have been 
many Inflances wherein this Houfe has taken the Liberty to 
debate on every Sentence of fuch Speeches. I do not indeed 
H atlErm that the Speech now to be confiderM is drawn up to 
V feive any private miniUcrial Ends ; but think thai, in our 
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fome Encroachments made by Charles I. upon the^ Liberties, 
afterwards gave Law to the Parliament itfelf, turn'd its Mem- ' 
bers out of Doors, rafed our Conftitution to the Foundation, 
and brought that unhappy Prince to the Block. This Cata- 
ftrophe. Sir, wzs not owing to the People j for of them, nine 
Parts In ten weh well afft:£ted to the Perfon anddufc of the 
King, but to their Army, which, like other wild Beafts, 
turn*d upon and deftroy'd their Keepers. After the Reftora- 
tion of the Royal Family, the Prince then upon the Throne 
rais'da few Guards, which never fwell'd to above 5890, and 
yet fo jealous was the Nation even of that fmall Number, 
that he could never get his Parliament, proftitute as it was, 
to pafs over one Sellion without taking notice of them. This, 
Sir, was the more extraordinary, as the Parliament was never 
askM for any Money for their Support, and the Money which 
was then rais'd f«r the Suppoort of the Government was 
nothing when compar'd to the Sums that have been granted 
fince. The next Parliament proved as uneafy to him on thi) 
Head as the former had been, and were fo diftruftful of kk 
Intentions, that they appointed Commifiloners of their own 
for applying the Money granted for disbanding them, and it 
was paid into the Chamber of London. Nay, Sir, as a 
further Proof of the Apprehenfions the Nation was under 
from a Standing Army, they came to a Refolution, * That the 
♦ Continuance of Standing Forces in this Nation, other than 
' the Militia, is illegal, and a great Grievance and Vexation , 
« to the People.' I have mentioned this Period of our Hif- 
tory. Sir, to (hew that notwithftanding the Venality of that 
very Reign, the Parliament never could be brought to concur 
with what might one Day overthrow both their own and the 
People's Liberties. If the Nation was then fo jealous of an 
inconfiderable Number, which did not coft it a Shilling, 
ought we to confent to keep on Foot fo formidable a Num- , 
ber as 1 8,000 ? Sir, it is in vain for any Gentleman to lay 
that the Army is under the Diredion of a wife and a juft 
Sovereign, who will never harbour a Thought inconfillent 
with the Good of his Subjeds : I am as thoroughly perfuaded 
of his Majefty's'perfonal Virtues as any Gentleman ; but an 
Army, when it once finds its own Power, may very probably 
jrefufe to take Laws, even from that very Sovereign imder • 
whofe immediate DirefUon thfey are. The Parliament's. 
Army, Sir, was as abfolutely under the Direction of the 
Parliament in the Time of Charles I. as any Army is now 
under the Direftion of his Majefty, and yet, it is well known, 
they obeyed Orders no longer than they fovind it convenient 
for themielves. 
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The Period, Sir, from wKich we are to date the Rife of ^j*^^ *' 
oar Standing Army In Britain, is the gth Vcar of the late 
King William, when the Parltametit granted an Army of 
10,000 Men for the Service of the ccneni Year* This was 
dene in Confideration of the powerful Faftion, at that Time 
fubfifting in the Kingdom in Favour of King James, And 
if ever a Standing Army can be of Uik at any Time, it it 
at fuch a Junflure. Eoc nothing. Sir, could make fo pal* 
piible an Infradion of the Stibjetts Rights, as eilablifhcd bjr 
the Revolution, go down, Tho* this Nation was then 
blefs'd with a Prince that had hazarded every Thing to free 
us from Opprefllon and Tyranny, and therefore could never 
be fuppofcd to have any Defjgni upon our Conftitution; yet 
many Gentlemen, who were Friends of the Revolution upon 
Principles of Liberty, with one Confent remonftrated sgainft 
a Standing Ariny, tho' but kept up from Year to Year, as 
fubverfive of the People's Rights, and of the Revolution 
Principles. 

Some r know, Str, who appear'd early for the Revola- 
tiojj, were fo much delighted with the Sunfhine of a Court, 
that they join'd in all its Meafures, tho' fonic of them were 
found to be dire^ly oppoiite to the Principles upon which 
the Revolution was founded ; but we find that they who 
were ever acknowledged to be the finoere Wcll-wifhcrs of 
that Cauie, fcrfook them, and could ncxer be brought to con- 
cur with them in any one Meafure, On this Account, Sir, 
thefe Gendemtn were branded by fome, who then fate ja 
the Houfcj with the Names of Jacobites and Republicans, 
two D<?nomi nations of Men equally Enemies to the prefcnt 
Eilabtifhmeni. Bur, Sir, there was this DilFcrence beuvixt 
their Antagoniils and them, that the former never refused 
to concur witli any Meafure propofed by the Court, and the 
latter never voted for any Step that was diJlikM by their 
Countiy. 

Their late Deliverance from a Prince, who, by hfeans of 
Ills Army, aimed at arbitrary Power, made them !ook back 
with h much Horror upon the Precipice they had juH efca- 
ped, that there was an cxprefs Provifo againft Standing Ar- 
mies in Times of Peace inferted in the Claim of Right, 
which we may in fome Mcafurc call the laft great Charter 
of our Liberty, I own that it gives mie great iloncern to fee 
Gentlemen, who have always valued themfelves upon tread- 
ing in the Footitepa of thofe who brought about the Revolu- 
tion, adt a Part fo inconlillent with the Principles of their 
Anccllor*, by voting for this Qucftion. I know a Set of 
Men under a dlHerent Denomination, who have always 
beet! more moderate in their Pretences, but more ftcidy in 
their Adherence to thefe Principles. I am mt at all inclined to 
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A» " ??• ■'• levive any Party Diftiaaiona ; hot I will ventore to l^^rj ./» 
J!S^%^^ that let any Man compare the Condud of ibme GentleiQen 
who have affieSed to pafs for Whigs, with that of Gentlff- 
men who have always been looked upon as Tories* he ihall 
find the latter ading a Part moft con^llept with the Revdtt'* 
tion Principles. He will find them oppofing the Crown in 
•very Encroachment upon the People, and in every Infringe- 
ment of the Claim of JEUght. He will never find them com' 
plimenting the Crown at the Expence of the People, when 
xnPoft, nor diftrefiing it by oppofing any reafonable A/leaiiirc 
when »ut. Can fome Gentlemen, Sir, who now a0ed la 
call themftlves Whigs, boaft of fuch an Uniformity of Con-'' 
dud ? Can they fay that Times and QrcumHances never in- 
flaenc*d the Meafures they parfued ? <»- that when they were 
in Pofts, they always aded in Coofequence of the Principlea 
they profeiTed when they were out ? Sir, I believe I have 
iat long enough in this Houie, to convince Gentlemen, if 
there were Oc^ion, of very great Inconfiilencies in oertaaii 
Chara&ers. But, 8ir, I forb^r it, becaufe the Eyes a^fiMne 
of thefe Gentlemen feem to be now open, and I hope thefii 
Diftin&ions are, in a great Meafure, either entirely aboli^* 
ed or better anderfiood. 

As no QoeflioD, Sir, is of greater In^rtanoe, (b none 
has been fo frequently debated in this Houie, as the pre- 
fent. Yet I never heard any Gentleman make a jDoubt that 
a Standii^ Army in Time of Peace was a Grievance to ths 
People 9f Britain, But, Sir, the Tories always oppofed this 
Grievance; When his late Majefiy had, upon the Rebellioa 
againft him beiiu^ fupprefsM, for the Eafe of his Sobjeds* 
ordered 10,000 of the Troops ta be disbanded, I remember a 
particular Friend of mine, who always paflfed for a Tory, 
ppopofed that it ^uld be inferted in our Addrefs to his Ma- 
jefty on that Occafion, ^hai notbu^ teuU mre enJemr hit 
Majefy to all his SidjeHs^ than the reducing the LandFertit t» 
the old EJiailtfi^ment of Guards and GarrifiiUy as his Majefy 
found it at bis Acceffimi to the Throne. This, Sir, happen'd 
in the fourth Year of his late Majeftv*s Re^n, and had tiie 
Amendment propofed by my Friend been agreed to, had hip 
Majefty thought fit to have made the pnDpo&d Redudion, 
Dr, rather, had he been advifed by his Minivers to have done 
it, and had the military Eftablifhment continued on that 
Footing till now, we fliouk*' ' ave difcharg*d upwards of 
twelve Millions of our natioij Debt, and yet have enabled 
his Majefly to have made go^d fuch Engagements with his ' 
Allies, as tended to fecure the publick Tranquility. 

As .to what the honourable Gendeman, who fpoke laft» 
mentioned with regard to r^ftraining the Liberty of the Prefi, 
and concerning & general Pepiavicy that obtains among 

the 
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ihc 1 euplcj t fhall leave hsm to be anfwered by other Gentle- '*™^ it, gm, tr, 
men, who dui do k much better than I. But, I agfee with *^'^'* * 
the honourfible Gentleman fo far, as to own that the People 
are at prefent very much difiilisfied ; and, ag I think, that 
Ferment ought to fubfidc gradually, I am willing to give 
my Vote for a larger Number of Forces this S<!inon, than 
perhaps I may think necf fTary to be kept up the next. I 
therefore move^ that the Number of Land Forces for the 
Service of the current Year may be tsvelve thoufand Men. 

This Qv! eft ion being put, the firll remarkable Speech was 
that of the Lord Noel Somerfet, which was to the following 
Effea. 
Sir, 

' As the Qtieliion row before you is a Qijefdon of fuch Lorf Noel foaerfctf 
Importance, aa that every Gentleman who votes in it, ought 
thoroughly to ijnderftand the Natui^ of our Conftitution, I 
niuft beg leave to explain to you what I take to be the true 
and genuine Fonn of our Government, before I attempt to 
give my Opinion upon the Qoedion. I know there are 
many Gentlemen in thi* Houfe who underftand our Confti- 
tutjon better than I can pretend to ; I b«lieve every one un- 
dcrftands it as well, and I hope every one has as great a 
Regard for it : But I ihink my felf ob! iged to explain to you 
the Notions I have of our Conititution, becaufe moft of the 
Arguments I Oiall make uie of m Favour of the prefent Qoe- 
ftion, are fuch as naturally flow from thefe Notions i and if 
1 am wrong in any of them, I am fure I cannot utter 
them in a. Place where 1 can expeft to have them corre£led 
with more Ability, or with greater Candour. 

• Government,' Sir, is an Evil which the perverfe Nature 
of fome has obliged all to fubmit to, ^ianki^d, for the 
Sake of preferving their Lives, and the Fruits of their La- 
bour, againft the Invafions of the Wicked and Rapacious, 
have been obliged to form themfelves into Societies, and to 
promife Obedience to the Civil Magillrate i but that which 
was intended for protecting the People of the Society, is often 
made ufe offer their Opprcflion ; and inftead of being a Bri- 
dle upon the Inclinations of the Wicked, it often ferves to 
ftrengthen their Hands, by tying up thofe of the Innocent, 
To prevent this fatal EWc6t, many Sorts of Governments 
have been invented by Men -*!! of which may be refolved 
into thefe three, lowic, the narchical, the Ariftocrarical^ 
or the Deraocratical ; for evet^ Form of Government muit 
either be a Monarchy, an Ariftocracy, or a Democraey T 
or it mull be » Mixture of fome two of thefe, or of all the 
three. 

* By Experience, Sir, it has been found, chat when the fa- 
preme Power ii lodged cither in a fok Monarch, or in a S«e 
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^^Si^!' ^ pwach upon themfdves. This, I am forry to fay it, is my 
Opinion of the Generality of Mankind ; and conildering 
what vaft Sums of Money, and what a vaft Number of la- 
crative Foils and Employments, of all Sorts and Sizes, the 
Crown has to beftow yearly, and what extenfive Powers have 
been put into the Hands of the Crown, l^ the many penal 
Laws lately ena&ed, I am much afraid that if his Majefty 
would allow his Minilters to apply them towards managing 
and purchafing Votes at Elections, or even in Parliament, it 
would foon come to be in the Power of the Crown to direft 
both Houfes of Parliament; for if the Voting at Ele^ions, 
or 'in Parliament, from corrupt Confederations, fhould once 
come to be frequent, the Frequency of the Crime would ex- 
tenuate the Guilt, and the Multitude of Criminals would 
fmother that Reproach, which now fo defervedly attends 
fuch an infamous Fraftice. 

* By fuch Means, ^ir, and by fuch a general Depravity, the 
Crown may acquire a decifive Influence, if not the abfolute 
Diredtion of both Houfes of Parliament j and if it fhould* 
our Conllitution would be undone, our Government would 
become an abfolute and an arbitrary Tyranny ; it would be- 
come one of the werft, one of the moil oppreifive and wick> 
cd Sorts of Tyranny ; becaufe the Crown would be obliged 
to opprefs the People, in order to be able to corrupt the E- 
leftors, that at leaft the outward Show of our antient Con- 
llitution may be kept up. This, I fay, Sir, would be our 

'Cafe, if the Crown, by Means of Polls and Employments, 
and other Favours it has to beilow, fhould get the abfolute 
Direflion of both Houfes of Parliament j and every Gentle- 
man knows how greatly our Ai-my adds to the Number of 
thofe lucrative Pofts and Employments, and what an Influ- 
ence the CommiiTions in our Army may have' upon fome of 
the beil Families in the Kingdom ; a Confideration that of 
itfelf is fufficient to put Gentlemen upon their Guard againft 
too numerous a Standing Army. 

* But, Sir, with refpeft to the Safety of our Conftitution, 
this is not the only bad Effe€t of keeping up a large Stand- 
ing Army. Suppofe that fome future King, for we can be 
in no fuch Danger from the prefent, fhould by corrupt Means 
get the abfolute Direftion of both Houfes of Parliament, and 
that by the fame Means he fhould difappoint the People of 
obtaining Redrefs upon a new Election, what could the 
People tiien do fdr vindicating their Liberties and refloring 
their Conllitution? They could not propofe to do it by any 
legal Means ; they could have no Recourfe to ^y thing but 
the Uldma Ratio Regutrit which upon this Occofion I fhall 
beg Leave to call the Ultima Ratio Populi. No Man could 
then, either for th^ Preferyation of his Life, his Liberty, or 

his 
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Ills Eftate, put his Truft in the Laws or Confli tution of hh 
Country ; he could put his Truft in nothing but the Succefs 
of his Arms; and if the People, upon fo juft an Occaiion, 
0iould flj to AnriF, what an Advantage wouid the tyrannical 
Government have over them, by having a numerous mer- 
cenary Army, well difcipliried, well armed, and ready to 
jnarcii at an Hour's Warning, againft any Number of the 
People that dtould dare to a&mble in Arms, for vindicating 
the Liberties and Conilitution of their Country. This every 
future Government, Sir, will be fure of having, if we fliall 
thus every Year, without any apparent Neceflity, agree to 
continue {o great a Number of Forcejt on Foot ; beciufe 
then a Standing Army will foon be lookM upon as a Part of 
the Conftitution. Gentlemen may exclaim as much as they 
pleafe agninft Mobs, Tumults, and Infurrcflions ; I fhall 
grant it as an unlucky Thing for a Country to have any fuch; 
but it is r^ither a Sign of the Government's wanting Wifdom 
and Juftice, than of their Want of Power, bccaufe Infur- 
re^ions are moft frequent in the moft arbitrary Governments, 
In a free Country, an lafurredion mJiy become julT: and nc- 
ceffiiryt and if you give your Government a Power fufiicient 
for rupprcffing iutji an Infurre£tion, the fame Power muft 
neceflarily be fufficient tor eftabliniing arbitrary Powers 
from that Time, perhaps, you may not be trooblKl with any 
Jnfurrc^ions among the People ; the only Infurre£lions you 
are then to dread, are Infurreftions among thofe Slaves, or, 
if you will, that Soldiery which you maintain for holding 
the People in Slavery ; and thefe infurreftions wiU be as fre- 
quent, and as dangerous to thofe in Power, as the Infur- 
re ft ions among a free People can poffibly be. 

* Let us cotifider, Sir, that fince all our military Tenures 
liavc been annihilated, and our People become altogether 
unaccurtomed to military Difcipline, and unprovided with 
Arms, a much lefs numerous Standing Army may now be 
fuflident, for keeping the People in a ilaviih Subjeftion, 
than would have been necefikry for fuch a Furpofe in former 
Times. If the Ofe I have mentioned Ihould happen, if 
an ambitioiM Prince, or wicked Miniller, fhould manage fo 
as to get, by corrupt Methods, the abfolute Dire£lion of 
both Houfes of Parliament, and that there were no Method 
left for vindicating the Rights and Liberties of the Nation, 
but by Force of Arms ; give me Leave to fay, Sir, that by 
the Revolution Principles* it would be very lawful to refilt 
fuch a Government i but if it had a Standing Army to fup- 
port it, they could not be able. And if they Ihould attempt 
to do it and fail, every Man amonglV tliem would be as 
liable to be hanged and forfeited by Law, as ihofe who en- 
ter into afiy Plot a^nil the moil ju^ and lawful Govern- 
ment i 
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Aino M. ^. n. ment ; therefore, it would be extremely dangerous, I believe 
\!^^^)p\j abfolutely impoffible, to carry on any general Concert, or 
to provide Arms for fuch a Purpofe ; and as there is now no 
great Man, nor, I believe, any two great Men, in the 
Kingdom, who are able to bring any confiderable Numbei* 
of armed Men into the Field, without a previous Concert 
for that Purpofe among a great Number of Perfons, therefore 
it will always be eafy for our Government, with a fmall 
Number of regular Troops, to crufti any Inlurreftion before 
it can come to a Head j whereas, whilft our military Te- 
nures continued, any two or three of our great Men joining 
together could, without any previous Preparation,* or com- 
municating the Secret to any other Perfon, bring a numerous 
Army of well difciplined and well armed Men into t\0 
Field againft the Government ; fo that a Standing Army 
. cannot be faid to be fo neceffary now as it was then, and 
yet our Government was then fupported, our Laws executed, 
and the Peace of the Kingdom preferved, under every juft 
and wife'Adminiftration, without a Standing Army, as well 
as it has been fmce, or will, I believe, ever be, with the 
' moft numerous Standing Army we can propofe to keep op. 

The only Difference is, that in former Times, if the Peo- 
ple did not find a proper Redrefs in the Laws and Coofti- 
tution of their Country, they generally found it in the Su- 
periority of their Arras j but if they give thofe Arms out of 
their Hands; and put them into the Hands of a Standing 
Army, they can, upon fuch a melancholy Occafion, no 
where exped Redrefs ; for the very Men, in whofe Hands 
, . they hare put their Arms, will always be under the Direc- 
tion of thofe againfl whom they have Reafon to complain. 

* From what I have faid. Sir, I hope it appears to Gentle, 
xien, that the Prefervation of our Conflitution, and the 

, Happinefs of our People, can depend upon nothing but 
the Honour of the Gentlemen of our Army ; and whatever 
Regard and Efteem I may have for thofe who are at preient 
the Officers of our Army, yet Avhen I confider ho»w eafy it 
is for a wicked Minifter to garble and make the Army fit 
for his Purpofe, I muft think the Honour of a mercenary 
Army but a precarious Dependance ;'z Dependance which 
the People of this Nation ought never to rely on, becaufe, 
by our prefent £ftablifhment, that Army mufl be under the 
abfolute Diredion and Command of that Sort of Men, who 
have always been, and always will be, the greateft Enemies 
to our Liberties and Conflitution. 

* I have now, I think, fhewn. Sir, that a Standing Army 
may be extremely proper, not only for enabling fome fu- 
ture King to get the abfolute Dire£tion of both Houfes of 
Parliament, but alfo for preferving to him th^t DireAion 

againft- 



ags^inU the only Method the People can, in fuch a Cafe, take Ahm n cw. ii- 
for regaioirg flieir Liberties, and reftoring their Conilitu- '■^'^■* 

tion ; therefore a flanding Army may greatly contribute to- 
wards rendering fatally fijceeisful, one of the Methods by 
which I have faid our Conllitiition may be overturned ; I 
mean, that of one of the Branches of our Legillatore's get- 
ting the abfoluie Dire£Uon of the other two* Let me npw 
coniider the only other Method, hy which I have faid our 
Couftitueion may be over-turned, which is, that of one of 
the Branches of our Legiflature's alFuming to itfelf an abfo- 
lute and arbitrary Power, by the Diflbluiion or JDifcondnu- 
ance of ihe othet two- 

* Here likewife, Sir, I muA think owr Conftitution not in 
die Icisii Danger from either Houfe of Parliament j becaufe 
die King can put an End to their aiTembling, by a Proro- 
gation or DtfTolurion, whenever he has a Mind i and be- 
caufe no fuch Tlisng can be done without an Amjy, the Ge- 
neral of which would very probably do the ikme Thing OU- 
ver CrmtntisU did ; therefore we can hardly^ fuppofe that either 
Houfe of Parliament can, or will attempt any iuch Thing: 
But it tver oar Parliaments fljould become rcfraQory, and 
begin to oppole the Meafures of the Court, or attempt to 
bring to Juftice any of tboie Minions who they have Reafon 
to think have advifed their Mailer to take anconftitutional 
Meafures, we have great Reafun from Experience to appre- 
hend, the Court Favourites would do as they have always 
done i they would endeavour to perfuade the JCing to dif- 
folve the Parliament, and to aflume to hknfelf an arbitrary 
Power, by governing wilhou: any Parliament at alh This 
liaa been often before attempted, and it iiiufl be granted, the 
Crown has now a greater Probability of SuoceJs in this Way, 
than it ever had before, becaufe of the great Revenue now 
fettled upon the Crown, and the great Revenue year- 
ly coming into the Exchequer^ for paying the Intereftand. 
Principulof our p'ublick Debts i for after a Miniller has 
palled the Rubicon, by advifmg a King to reign without a 
Parliament, he will certainly maJce as little Scruple to fcize 
opon the facred publick Treafure of Britain, as Julius Cajfar 
did to feiae upon that of Rome. • 

* Utvder his prefent Majefty we have not, 'tis true, Sir, any 
fixch linger to apprehend ; beaufe his Wifdom ajid Good* 
ne(5» and the Regard he has for our Conftitution, will al- 
ways be more than a Balance for any fuch wicked Advice. 
lie will confider, that, tho* by our Conftitmion the King can 
be guilty of no Crime, yet by endeavouring to overturn the 
CoiiJftitution, in order to skreen a f;4vouritc Criminal, he 
may bring the Refcntment of the People ijipon himfelf, and 
thac tlie Pcopk'i Rel«ntmeni m^y, upon fuch an Occafion, 
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Ajmo^" oe». u. exceed the Bounds of our Cbnftltution. ' Bat as the fame Ci- 
Jl^^^m^^ vil Lift Revenue will, unlefe feme very favourable Oppor- 
tHXiity fhall prefent for lefiening it, probably be continued to 
his Majefty*s SuccefTors, and as the fame Taxes muft be 
continued, I'm afraid, for many Years, before all our publick 
Debts can be paid off, therefore the Crown and the Exche> 
qoer will, perhaps, for feveral Generations, be provided 
with the fame yearly Revenues ; and as we cannot promife 
curfelves the Happinefs, that all his Majefty's SuccefTors will 
be indu'ed with the fame Wifdom and Goodneis, we ought 
not to add to thefe Temptations, the Temptation of having 
a numerous Standing Army to depend on. Give me leave. 
Sir, to flippofe, that the Houfe of G)mmons, in fome future 
lUign, fhould enter into a ftridt Enquiry, with refped to- 
ibme of the Meafures of the Adminiftration ; that upon the 
Iffue of fuch an Enquiry they ihould order fume of the Mi- 
nifters to be impeached ; and that thbfe Minifters, for their 
own Prefervation, fhould advife the King to diflblve thePar- 
liamenty and feize upon all our Funds : The mofl powerful 
Argument an honeft Man at Court (if there fhould be anjr- 
fuch) could ufe againft this Advice, would be to fay : * Sir, 

* if you do this, your People will take Arms againfl you t 

* the City of London will rife in Arms, and perhaps tear 

* you as well as your Miniflers to Pieces.' Would not it be 
a good Anfwer to fay ? * No, Sir, you have nothing to fear 

* from your People ; they are unaccuftomed to Arms, and 

* unacquainted with military Difcipline; you have a nume- 
' rous and well difciplined Army to depend on ; and if any 

* of the Officers fhould hefitate in the leaft to obey your Or- 

* ders, you may have them immediately fhot, and give 

* their Commiffions to their Seijeants or Corporals : You 

* may protect your own Honour, and the Lives of your 

* faithfiil Servants, by means of your Army ; whereas if 

* you make a Sacrifice of any one of us to a factious Parlia- 

* ment, you do not know when or where they will ftop.* 
This, Sir, would certainly be the Anfwer that would be 
made by guilty Minifters ; and I muft leave pentlemen 
to conflder, what an £ffe£t it might have upon a weak King, 
and a guilty Cabinet Council. 

« Now, Sir, give me leave to fuppofc, what I hope never 
fhall happen, that any future weak King fhould follow fuch 
a wicked Advice : What Remedy could the People have ? 
What Method could they take for vindicadng their Liberties 
and Privileges ? Would it be poffible to contrive any other 
Method than that of open Force? And in the Circumftances 
the Nation is now in, can we fuppofe that fuch a Method 
would be practicable, if the Court had an Army of i8 or 
20,000 well difciplined tneroenaxy Troops to depend on? It 
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ftgnifies notKing to {ay, that the Mutiny Aft would expire * 
or that the Land Tax and Malt Tax Afts would expire i 
and that therefore the Court could not keep the Army in Or- 
der, nor be able to fupport the pubtick Expence, and pay 
the yearly Interell growing due to the Creditors of the Pub- 
lick : The Court would immediately fet up the Doflrine al- 
ready too frequently talked of by fome unthinking Men, 
' That the People were become fo faiftJous and icditious, 
there was no governing them but by arbitrary Power ; and 
that therefore it was become necefiary to give the Force of a 
Law to hisMajerty*'s Proclsmation. ' This Doftrine would 
be propagated through the Kingdom, by the Placemen and 
Officers almoil of eveiy Rank and Degree ; it would be 
greedily fwallowed, I believe, by mofl of thofc called Sol- 
diers of Fortune in the Army ; and I am afraid moft Men 
would chide to fubmit patiently to an Evil, for which they 
could not in all human Probability fee any Remedy, and 
which there would be great Danger in oppofmg. The Mu- 
tiny Aft, the Land Tax A61, and the Malt Tax Aft, would 
be continued by Proclamation : And what Soldier would 
dare to difpute the Continuance of the firft, if immediate 
Death were to be the certain Coniequencc of every fuch Ob- 
ftinacy, or Mutiny, as it %vould then be called ? What land- 
ed Gentleman, or what Mdler, would refufe paying his 
Quota of the Land Tax, or the Malt Tax, if the Colleilors 
and Officers were every where to come attended with a. 
Troop of Dragoons, or a Company of Foot ? Even the In- 
terelt payable to the Creditors of the Publick, upon thofe 
Debts that were contra£ied to preferve our Liberties, would 
be made Premiums for enforcing the Meafures of the Court; 
for if the Court could pay, or refufe to pay fiitereft to whom- 
foever they plea fed, we may depend on it, they would pay 
no Fnterielt but to fuch as fliewed themlelves peaceable, obe- 
dient, and loyal SubjeOa, 

* Thus, Sir, I think it muft appear, that without a Stand- 
ing Army, our Conftitution cannot poffibly be irrecover- 
ably overturned i and that with a numerous Standing Ar- 
my, it may be in the Power of the Court to over- 
turn it whenever they have a Mind : At the flmie Time lam 
not agaiiift our keeping up as many Troops as niay be found 
abfolutely ncceifary for guarding us agaj nil any Jnfult from 
abroad, or any DiJlorbance at home, ^ut I am fulJy con- 
vinced, that 1 8,000 is a much ereater N umber than is ne- 
ceflkry ; for I hope it will not be (kid, we ought to keep up 
fuch a Number as may be fufficient to defeat the moll jaft 
and general Jnfurre^ion of the People ; and 1 2,000 is, 1 am 
fure, more ihan fufficient for apprehending Smugglers, or 
I lei^ing fmuggled Gopds. for quelling any Mob tliat can 
I Vox.V. ' E' happen 
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^^iVnS?'"' happen, or even for defeating any unjaft and fcdItiou» In- 
. furre£tion ; becaufe if a Spirit of Sedition fhould begin to 
appear in any particular Part of the Kingdom, the greateft 
Number of the Troops muft be quartered in that Uomer; 
and if a fmall Number of Men ihould unexpe&edly fly to 
Arms in any Corner, it will always be eafy for the Govern- 
ment to augment their Army, and provide for their Defence, 
fafler than the Rebels can. ailemble, or provide for attadi;^ 
ing them. This, I fay, Sir, will always be the Cafe, uh- 
lefs the Difcontent fhould become general and violent all over 
the Kingdom ; and in that Cafe the People muft be pacified 
^by a Change of Minifters, or a Change of Mcafures : In fach 
a Cafe fome foftand peaceable Mcafures muft be made ufc of 
for fatisfying the People, and for removing thofe Grievances 
they may have Reafon to complain of, which a free and in- 
dependant Parliament will always be able to effeduate ; for 
furely no Man will fay, that for the Security of thofe who 
have, by their Folly or Wickednefs, railed fuch a general 
Difcontent, we ought to give them fuch an Army as may 
enable them to overturn our Conftitution ; becaufe, as the 
Security of fuch Men muft always be abfolutcly inconfifient 
with our Conftitution, they will therefore certainly make ufe 
of that Army for its Overthrow. 

' The chief Expeditions upon which our Army has been 
of late employed, have been againft Smugglers and Mobs ; 
but Sir, an Army of 1 2,000 Men will always be more than 
fufiicient for quelling them. Therefore the only Reafon that 
can be affigned for keeping up a greater Number, is the 
Danger we may be in from foreign Invafions. As to this. Sir, 
if we confider our l\appy Situation, and the formidable Squa- 
drons of Men of War we are able to put to Sea upon a few 
Days Warnirtg, we cannot poflibly think ourfelvcs in any 
Danger, as long as the Government retains the Hearts and 
Affedlions of the People j for furely it cannot be faid, that a 
foreign Army of 4 or 5000 Men, even with the Afiiftance 
of fome few of our Countrymen, who may then happen to 
be difafFeded or feditioufly inclined, would be able to conquer 
thefe three Kingdoms; and if any of our Neighbours fhould 
think of invadiug us with a much greater Number, they 
could not do it without feverai Months previous Preparation, 
which we would certainly hear of, and by fending out a fu- 
perior Squadron, might lock them up in their Ports, or fink 
moft of their Ships Mfore they could approach our Coafts^ 
and in the mean Time, we would have an Opportunity of 
raifinga Land Army fufiicient to give them a proper Recep- 
tion, in cafe, by any Accident, they fhould have the good 
XiUck to efcape our Fleet at Sea. 
* For this Reafon, Sir, I muft be of Opinion," we can never 
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beinawy Dangerof an Invarion, as long as our Govern- ^'^ijjyj* ' 
me lit takes &i*e, by a. jull and wife Adminiftration, 
to cultivate and retain the Affections of oar People i 
and if our People fliould, from the folly or Wickednefs of an 
Admlniftration, become generally difcontented, the Pirlla* 
meiit, while it continues free and independant, wtlt always 
be abler to remove that Difcontent, by giving Satisfadlion to 
the People^ and infliding condign Puniilinierc upon thofc 
who have been the Caufcs of their DIfcontenc, From whence 
I mufl conclude, that the keeping up of more than u,ooo 
Men In this Iflarid, can never be aecelTary for :he Support of 
any Government* but fuch a one as has overturned our Con- 
ftitution, cither by corrupting our Parliaments, or by raling 
without any Parliament at all.* 

' The next remarkable Speech which was made upon this 
important Quell: ion, was that of the Right Honourable Sir' 
Robert Walpole J who fpoke in Subilancc as folbws, viz. 
Sir, 

* That the Qaellion "now before you is a Queftion ofgreat saiL'Wiip^' 
Importance I fhall readily agree, and therefore it is with great 
Concern, it isevenwith Relu£lance I attempt to fpeak upon it. 
I am convinced no Reduftion of our Forces ought to be made ; 
I am convinced the fame Number we now have ought to be 
kept up, at Icaft for this cnfuing Year ; and yet I do not 
wdl know how to give my Reafons^ or how to ejcprefs my- 
felf on fuch an Occafion; For as a Standing Army muft al- 
ways be expenfive, and if it fwells to too great a Number, 
may be dangerous to the People, I could wifh with all my 
Hcari that no fuch Thing were everneccfiiir/ j but if we 
confider the prefent Circumltances of this Nation, and the 
prefent Circumftances of every one of our Neighlioursj we 
muil view a Standing Army in the fame Light, in which the 
honourable Gentleman has told us Society, or Government 
itfelf ought to be viewed ; we mufl look upon it as an E»il 
which we are obliged to fubmit to, for the Sake of avoiding 
a greater. 

* The honourable Gentleman, who fpoke laft, Sir, has 
given us a very ingenious, and, I believe, a very juJl De- 
fcription of our Conftitution, and has with great Judgment 
pointed out to us the Dangers to which we are, or may be 
expofed ; but I cannot think a Standing Army, conJlitured 
as our prefent Army is, can be of any fuch dangerous Confc- 
qoence to our Conftitution as he has reprefented, were it 
much more numerous than it is at prefent. An Army com- 
pofed intirely of our own'Subjefls, and commanded by Gen- 

lemenof the beft Families, and fame of them of the belt 

Jlftatesin the Kingdom, and an Army depending for its very 

BciDg upon the annual Con Ten t of Parliamcm, can no wa^ 
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pendent upon the King or his Minifters, nor can it contribute 
towards enabling the King to govern without any Parliament 
at all. While our Parliament meet regularly once a Year, 
and are rechofen once every feven Years, no Gentleman of 
the Army can propofe to have a Seat in Parliament, unlefs 
he be a Man of Family and Fortune in his Country; and 
though a CommiiHon in the Army may perhaps, and I hope 
always will, make fuch a Gentleman join with more ^acrity 
than he would otherwife do, in fupporting the Government 
againft fadlious Complaints, or feditious Infurredtions ; yet 
no Commifllon will ever make fuch a Man give his Conient 
to any thing in Parliament, which he may think oppreffive 
upon the People, or which may, in his Opinion, trad to- 
wards overturning our Conftitutlon. 

* As every fuch Officer muft have a great many Friends and 
Relations among the People, his Regs^rd for his Friends and 
Relations will prevent his joining in oppreffive Meafures for 
the Support of any Adminiftration ; . and as the Happineis 
and Security of his Friends and Relations, nay of his own 
Property, depends upon the Prefcrvation of our Conftitotion, 
it cannot be fuppofed he will; for the Sake of any Commif- 

. fion he can enjoy or expeft, give his Vote in Parliament 
for any Meafure that may evidently tend towards the Over- 
throw of our Conftitution. Therefore, while our Army is 
commanded by fuch Gentlemen as it is at prefent, *tis not to 
be fuppofed it can contribute towards breaking the Balance 
of the Confti^ptlon ; no Sort of Garbling, Sir, can be fuffi> 
ctent for this Purpofe, becaufe if the Commiffions in our 
Army fhould be given to Men of no Families or Fortunes, it 
would be impoffible to get any great Number of them brooght 
into Parliament. 

* The only remaining Danger therefore is, that our Army 
may enable fome future King to govern without any Parlia- 
ment at all i and as this would be a total Overthrow of our 
Conftitution at once, it cannot be fuppofed that Gentlemen 
of Families or Fortunes would unanimoufly join in fupport- 
ing fuch a Government : On the contrary, we muft both 
from Reafon and Experience fuppofe, that the greateft Num- 

'ber of them would declare for their Country, and would 
join in proper Meafures for reftoring the Conftitution, and 
bringing to Juftice thofe Minifters who had attempted its 
Overthrow. This, I lay. Sir, we muft fuppofe would be 
the Behaviour of moft of thofe Gentlemen of Families or 
Fortunes, who might at fuch an unlucky Jun6bure be Offi- 
cers in our Army ; and as they will always have a great 
jSway amone; the other Officers and Soldiers, we have no 
Reafon to d(oubt that they would be followed, as they were 
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in the Cafe of King Jameses Attempt to fubvert our Liber- 
ties, by the greateft pEirt of our Army. From whence, I have, 
I think, good Reafon to conclude, that whilft our Army is 
commanded, as it is at preJent, by Gentlemen of the belt 
Families and Fortunes in the Kingdom, it will always be fo 
fer from being datigeroas to our ConiHtutbn, that it mull be 
lookM on as one ofits grc^itell Securities. 

' An Army, Sir, of foreign mercenaryTraops, or an Army 
compofed of the Scum of the People, and commanded by 
Men of no Families or Fortunes in the Country, may con- 
tribute towards enabling a Government to oppreft the People, 
or todiveft them of their Libertlea and Privileges j and by fuch 
Armies only an arbitrary and opprefTive Government can 
be fupportcd. It was not, Sir, by an Army entirely com- 
pofed of Roman Citizens that Julius Csefar overturned the 
Liberties of Rome : It was by an Army which confifted, in 
a great Meafure, of the Inhabitants of thofe Countries which 
had been conquered by the Romans ; ajid that Army was 
commanded chiefly by Romans of mem Familie,?, or fuch 
as depended entirely upon the Fortune and Favour of their 
GereraL By fuch an Army it was that Rome was brought 
into Slavery, and by fuch Armies the Romans were after- 
wards held in Slavery ; for the Roman Emperors had always 
grcaC Bodies of People, who were neither Natives of Rome, 
nor of Italy^ in their Pay, atid by their Means they kept in 
Awe fuch of the Roman Armies, as afterwards appeared in 
the leall inclined towards reftorlng the Liberties of the 
Country, 

' At thb Day, Sir, the arbitrary and tymnnical Govern- 
ment of Turkey is chiefly fupportcd by an Army of Janiza- 
ries ; an Army of Men who are fo far from having any Re- 
lations among the People, that few or none of them know 
ivho were their Parents, or what Country they were born in : 
And in our neighbouring Country of France, we know that 
they have always great Bodies of foreign Troops in their Pay, 
who have no Relations .nmong the People of France, nor 
any Knowledge of, or Concern for, the antient Form of Go- 
vernment in ^hat Kingdom. But as they Jiave likewife a 
great Army of Natives and that Army generally command- 
ed by Men of the beft Families in the Kingdom, therefore, 
tho' their prefcnt Form d Government beabfolute, yet it h 
not fo arbitrary and tyrannical as that in Turkey j for if their 
Government fhould begin to opprefs their People In a tyran- 
nical Manner, I believe every Gentleman who knows theDif- 
pofitionsof theFrenchOfiicer5,wi!l allow that the greateftPart 
of the native French Officers and Soldiers would certainly join 
with the People, and Avould probably get the better of I'uch 
a Goveriuncot, tho' fupponcd by all the foreign Troops they 

have 
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hive in their Payj fo that th« pitfent Government of 
France may be properly faid to be fapported by the JufticQ 
and Wifdom of its Meafures, rather than by its Stilnding 
Army, or the Abfolutenefe of its Form ; and while the Go- 
vernment in this Kingdom follows the fame Sort of Meafures, 
it certainly ought to be fapported not only by our Army, bat ' 
alfo by our Parliament. ' 

■ * The only Danger, therefore. Sir, we are expofed to by 
Means of our Armv, is, left fome future ambitious King, or 
wicked Minifter, mould garble our Army, fo as to make it 
£t for deftroying the Liberties of the People, and fupporting 
an arbitrary anl tyrannical Rule. Tlus is a Danger we 
muft always remain expofed to, as long as we keep iqp 
any Thing like a Standing Army ; but this is a linger 
which, I think, we are fumciently guarded againft, and, I 
kope, ever (hall be, both by the Method in which our pre* 
fent Army is kept up, and by the Smallnefs of its Number. 
As our prefent Army is kept up only from Year to Year, b/ 
Authority of Parliament; if this Method of Garblii^ (hoold 
be begun before the End of a Seflion of Parliament, diat 
very ^ffion could, and certainly would, not only tak? no' 
tice of it, but contrive fome Method for preventing it; 
and in thb the Parliament would certainly have the Concur- 
rence and Affiftance of every Gentleman of the Army, who 
happened then to have the Honour of being a Member of 
either Houfe ; for as they would probably be the firft SufFeren 
by fuch a Garbling, they would be the moft forWard in tak- 
ing Meafures to prevent it. Again, if this Garbling flionld 
not be begun till after the Seflion of Parliament was broke 
up, it muft be compleated before the Lady-Day following i 
becaufe all the Gentlemen of Family or Eftate who mi^t 
then be in the Army, woi\ld, after the Lady-Day follow* 
ing, certainly refufe to ad as Officers, without a new Au- 
thority from Parliament ; and if all the Officers of Difitinc- 
tion in the Army fhould be turned out at once, or in eight 
or nine Months Time, they would certainly join with the 
People in vindicating the Rights of their Country ; and their 
Sway in the Army would for fome Time after their DifmiA 
iion remain fo confiderable, that in Cafe of a Civil War's 
breaking out, which would certainly be the Cafe that veiy 
Moment the Government pretended to continue the Amy 
without the Confent of the Parliament, moft of the Soldkn 
would in all Probability defert their new Officers, in order to 
follow their old ; by which Means the regular Troops would 
come to be at leaft equally divided ; and the People, with the 
Affiftance of one Half of the Army, would in all human Ap- 
pearance get the better of the other Half, which remained 
attached to the Government. 

But 
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' But granting Sir, that fome future ambitious King, or 
wicked MlniHer fhould refolve to govei-n without a Parlia- 
ment, and to continue the Army without any new AutJiori- 
ty from Parliament ; and like wife fuppofe that that Army 
Jhould, every Man of them. Officer as well as Soldier, re- 
main firmly attached to the Government, and unanimoufly 
join in fopporting fuch an ufurp'd and tyrannical Power, 
againft thofe Efforts which would certainly be made by the 
People, for recovering the Liberties and Conftitution of their 
Coantry ; yet a Body of 1 8000 of the beJtl regular Troops 
that ever were in the World, would never be fuffident for 
fupporting a Government againft the united Force of ihe 
whole People of Great Britain : For tho' a finall Number of 
regular well difciplined Troops may, and do often, get the 
better of a much fuperior Number of Militia, or new-raifei 
and undifcipUned Troops, yet 1 Sooo Men could not Hand 
againft fo many Thoafands of good Men, tho* not experienced 
Sildiers, as could be brought againft them from the feveral 
Counties of Great Britain : Even fuppofe they fhould get the 
better at the two or three firlt Battles or Rencounters, yet 
their Enemies would improve by every Defeat j Jo that, as 
the Swedes did in the laft War with the Mufcovites, they 
might beat their Enemy into good Difcipline^ and by often 
defeating them, m/ght teach them how to defeat in their 
Turn. 

' From what I have fatd, Sir, it muft appear, that our 
Conftitution can never be iti Danger of being overturned by 
Means of an Army, conftituied as our prefent Army is, and 
not more numerous than that we have now on foot. Such 
an Army only preferves the Conftitution againft Faflton and , 
DifafFedion, and protects the People againft domeftick Ra- 
pines and foreign Invairong. And fuch an Army, Sir, I am 
afraid will always be nccefliiry to be kept up hcre.Thia natural- 
ly leads me to confider the feveral Reafons we may now have, 
for keeping up the fame Number of regular Forces we have at 
prefent i and as I have mentioned Difaffedlion, I fhall begin 
with that Reafon,which proceeds from the great Numberof dif- 
affefted Perfons we have llill the Misfortune to have amongtl 
U5, Suppofe, Sir, we have at prefent nothing to fear from 
smy foreign Enemy, yet it cannot be faid we are in abfolute 
Securit)', or that we have nothing to fear. There is one 
Thing I am 11 ill afraid of, and it is, indeed, the only Thing, 
I think, we have at prefent to fear. Whether it be proper 
CO mention it upon ihis Occaiion, I do not know : I do not 
know, if I ought to mention it in fuch an AfTembly as this : 
I am fuTC there is no Neceflity for mentioning it, becaufe I 
am convinced every Gentleman that hears me is as much a- 
fraid of it a« I am. The Fear 1 mean, is that of the Preten- 
der i 
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*^,",^' "' ^ ' ^^^^ one knows there is ftill a Pretender to his Majef- 
ty's Crown and Dignity ; there is ftill a Perfon who pretnidft 
to be lawful and rightful Sovereign of thefe Kingdoms; and, 
what makes the Misfortune much the moreconfiderable, thorn- 
are ftill a great Number of Perfons in thefe Kingdoms (6 
much deluded by his Abettors^ as to think in the fame Way. 
Thefe are the only Peffons who can properly be called diiaf- 
feded, and they are ftill fo numerous, that though this Go- 
Temment had not a foreign £nemy under the Sun, the Dan* 
ger we are in from the Pretender, and the difafle^ed Part of 
our own Sabje£ls, is a Danger which every true Briton 
ought to fear, a Danger whi^ every Man who has a due 
Regard for our prefent happy Eflabliftiment, will certainly 
endeavour to provide againft as much as he can. 

< I am forry to fee. Sir, that this is a Sort of Fear, which a 
great many amonsft us endeavour to turn into Ridicule* and 
for that Purpofe they tell as, that though there are mai^ of 
our Subjeds difcgntented and uneafy, there arc bat very few 
difafieded ,- but I muft beg leave to be of a different Opi* 
nion ; for, J believe, moft of the Difcontents and Uneafi- 
nef&s that appear among the People, proceed originally from 
DifafFediion. No Man of common Prudence will pnafefi 
himfelf openly a Jacobite; by fo doin^ he not onlv-fflay in* 
jure his private Fortune, but he muft render himfelf lefs able 
to do any efFeftual Service to the Caufe he has embrace4 « 
tlfcrefore there are but very few fuch Men in the Kingdom. 
Your right Jacobite, Sir, difguifes his triie Sentiments ; he; 
Toars out for Revolution Principles ; he pretends to be a great 
Friend to Liberty, and a great Admirer of our antient Con- 
ftitution ; and under this Pretence there are Numbers who 
every pay endeavour to fow Difcontents among the people, 
by {^rfuading them that the Conftitution is in Danger, and 
that they are unneceflarily loaded with many and heavy 
Taxes. Thefe Men know that Difcontent and DifafEs^on 
are like Wit and Madnefs : They are feparated by thin Par- 
titions ; and therefore they hope, that if they can once reD> 
der the People thoroughly difcontented, it will be eafy for ' 
them to render them difafFedted. Thefe are the Men we 
have moft Reafon to be afraid of: They are, Pm afraid, 
more pumerous than moft Gentlemen imagine, and I wifh I 
could not fay they have been lately joined, and very much 
aflifted by fome Gentlemen, who, I am convinced, have al- 
ways been, and ftill are, very ftncereand true Friends to oof 
prefent happy Eftabliftiment. 

* By the Acceifion of thefe new Allies, as I may jaftly 

call them, the real but concealed Jacobites have fucceeded 

. even beyond their o«(rh Eikpcdbition ; and therefore I am noit 

a( all afhamed to Aiy I am in^ Ff ar of the pretender : It is a 
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Danger I {hallnev*r be afhamed to fay I am afraid of; t«- ^^^j^^; ^ 
ca^iile it is A Danger we Ciall always be more or kfs ejfpofed 
to i andj I believe, tht Idl Nuffifatr of regular Forces wc 
keep up, the more we (hal! always be expofed to this Dan- 
ger. Yet I would no: have Gentlemen to conclude from 
hence, that I Ihall always be for keeping up the fame Num- 
ber of regular Forces wc have at prefent ; The Number of 
Jacobites willj I hope, be daily decreafing: Thofe who 
iave been, bred up in fuch Princfpka, and are therefore go- 
verned by the Prejudice of Education, will die away by De- 
grees, and fomc of them may perhaps, by the Force of their 
own Underftandingj difcover their Error, and change their 
Principles. This, Sir, we have the ftnongeft Rcafon for 
hoping, and the more, becaafe I have the Satisfadtion to 
find, that few of the rifing Generation are in the leaft taint- 
ed with ftich erroneous and dangerous Principles. In a ihon 
Time therefore, I believe, *e may with Safety give the 
People a little Eafe, wifh refpeft to the annual pubTick Ex- . 
pente, by reducing a Part of oar Army j but to m^ke any 
BeJuftion at prefent, would, in my Opinion, be the Height 
ofMadijefs. That which is now called Difcoiitent, would 
then appear to be Difaffeftion ; for 1 fhould expeft to hear 
of the Pretender's Standard's being foon after fet up infeveral 
Parts of the Ifland, perhaps in every one of the three King- 
doms. 

* This, I fay, Sir, would be the Confequence I (hoiM 
expeft from our making any Reduftion, while there 15 fundi 
a numerous Party of Difaffeffced amongft usj and though our 
Neighbours feem all to be our good Friends at prefent, tho* 
BO one of them feems to have any immediate Defign of dl- 
ftorbing the Tranquility we now enjoy ; yet it is well known, 
that there h no Method by which Friendihip betwixt two Na- 
tions is kept up fo furcly, as by each being in a Condition to 
do hcrfelf Juftice, if the other fhall infuk her, Befides, 5ir, 
were our Forces reduced, who can fay that we may not have; 
ftme Dillurbanccs at home j and then it is natural for rival 
Nations to foment the Divlfions, and aifiIl|theMalecontentsbf 
one another. If there were no difaffefled Party amongft us, 
or if that Party were inconfiderable, do foreign Power would 
dare to invade us; becaufe fuch a Number of^Tranijport Ships 
as is neceffary for invading us with a great Army, could not 
be provided without our being advifed of the Defign; in 
which Cafe we could render their Defign abortive by the Su- 
perioricy of our Fleet; and to invade us fuddenly with a 
imall Number of Forces, could do us little or no Mifchief, nor 
could it do our Enemies any Service. It would be like rouz- 
ing a Lion to Revenge by the Prick of a Needle. But whilft 
there is fuch a confidcrabte diiaffcded Party amongft us, no- 

Vol. V. F thing 



k 



Aaaoii 

I?; 



. Cei. II. thing can fecarc us eiFeftuafly againft fmall and fudden la- 
'^ ' vafions, butafufficient Number of regular Forces ready to 
march at an Hour*s Warning. Five or fix thoufand Men 
may be embarked in fuch a fmall Number of ShipSj and (o 
Ipeedily, that it is impoffible to guard againft it by Means of 
oar Fleet. Such a Number may be landed in fqme Part of 
the Ifland, before we can hear of their Embarkation : And if 
fuch a Namber were landed, with the Pretender at their 
Head, there 13 jiq Queftion but that they would meet with 
many, efpecially the meaner Sort^, to join them. In fuch a 
Cafep we ctwid not march our whole Army again fl thofe In- 
vaders and their Afliftants ; becaufe, if we Biould draw all 
our regular Forces away from the other Parts of the Kingdom, 
the Difaffeited would rife in every County fo left deftitute of 
Tegular Troops; and the Rebeln being thus in Poflelllon of 
many Parts of our Sea Coafts, would be continually recdving 
SupplieSjby fingleShipp.from thofe who had at firft invaded us. 
* Thus, Sir, a Civil War, at leafl, would be cntaikd 
upon us, and might continue for fevcral Years. The 
Government might probably, by good Luck and good 
Management, get the better at laft ; but it is much better 
not to put it upon that IfTue j for it would not be with- 
out Danger, and putting the Nation to a much greater 
Expence, than it could be put to by keeping up a fmall 
Number of additional Troops for many Years, I may fay 
for many Ages. Againft this Danger there ia no poffible 
Way of guarding abfolutely, but by keeping up fuch a 
Number of regular Troops, as that we may fpare to fend fix 
or feven thoufand of themagainil any fmall and fudden In- 
vafion that can be made upon us, and yet leave in every 
other Part of the Kingdom, efpecially the moil difafFedted, a 
Number fufficient for preventing the? Defigns of thofe who 
want only an Opportunity for rifmgin Arms againft the Go- 
vernment : And for this Purpofe, confidering the Number of 
the DifafFeifted we have fliU the Misfortune to have amongft 
us, I muil think 1 8,000 is the fmal left Number we can in com- 
mon Prudence keep up; for we muft always keep 5 or 6,000 
about our Capital, otherwife our Government may ba in 
Hanger of lofing even that, and with that all its Treafure, 
and thereby our Fleet itfelf maybe turned againft us ; I ara 
furc 5 or 5jOoo more ia the fmalleft Numter that can be 
thought neceflary for being, difper fed in the fevcral Parts of the 
Kingdom, in order to keep the Dl fa fIe<5i:ion in Obedience. 

* This I hy. Sir, is the fmalleft Number, we can in 
common. Prudence propofe to keep up, as long as there h 
fuch a confiderable difaffefted Party amongH us ; but when 
that Party is intirely evanifhed, as I hope it will be in a few 
Years, we fhall then have no Occafion for any more than are 
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neceflkry in any Part of the Kingdom, for keeping the DHIkf- *^*,",;'^"- "' 

fcAed in Awe j we fhaJl have no Occafion for any uwre i 
than aie necefttry for guarding our Capital, and for aififti^ 
the Civil Magiftrate in putting the Laws in Execution ^~ 
gainft Smugglers and other Criminals j for both which ?ur- 
pofes 1 2,000 may, I believe, be foond fully fufSeicnt. 

* I know. Sir, ic may be fciid^ that at long as his Ma- 
jefty pofleffes the AflFcdions of the Generality of the People, 
which I hope he always will, we may truft to our Mibtia, 
fer defending u^ Rgainil any fmall and fudden InvaAon, and 
likewilJefor defending us againfl any InfurrefUon, as well 
as fbr enabling the Civil Magillrate to put the Laws la Exe-- 
cudon againil all Sorts of Criminals. For my Part, I can 
freely declare, that I wifti, as much as any Man can do, that 
we could put fo much Truft in our Militia, as to have no 
Occafion for regular Troops ; and with regard to defending 
us againft foreign Invafions, I believe we might put our Truit 
in our Militia, if our foreign Neighbours had nothing but Ml- 
- lioa to bring againft us ; for our Meo are naturally brave as 
any of their Neighbours ; they always ihewed themfelves fo, 

B when neither of us had any thing elfe but Militia to truft tow 
sut now, that our Neighbours have large Bodies of regular 
well-difciplined Troops, it would be Madnels in us to put 
our whole TruA in our Militia ; for by Experience, In all 
Countries, weiinditis impofllbte to make Militia any thing 
near equal to regular Troops. We hive an Inllance, Sir, of 
this in the late War betwixt Poland and Mufcovy. In Po- 
land the Militia were formerly, and I believe are ftill, aa 
good a Militia as any in the World. Whllft the Mufcovites 
brought nothing but Militia againlt them, we f nd the Folifli 
Troops were always lEUch fupcrier to the Mufoovites, fo 
much, that in former Times, we find a foiall Body of the 
former have put to Rout great Armies of the latter ; but 
the Mufcovites have now fallen into the Way of keeping up 
a great Army of regular well-difciplined Troops, and late Ex- 
perience has Ibewn as how much inferior thePoUfh Militia 
15, to the Mufcovitc regular Troops; for in the late War which 
happened upon the Eleftion of this prefent King of Poland, 
the Polilh Militia could never once make any tolerable Stand 
againft thofe regular Troops, that were fent from Mufcovy 
to fupport the prefent King of Poland"'s EleAion. In all the 
other Countries of Europe we find it is the fame ; and in this 
Country, I am convinc^^ wc ftiould find it to our Coft, if 
;iWe had nothing but Militia to fend againft any Body of re- 
" 'ar Troops, that might chance, by efcaping our Fleet at 
I, to land in this ifland j for which Reafon, as long as 
lur Neighbours keep up fuch large Bodies of regularTroops, 
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Ge*, iL I fhall always be againft troftiiag Intirely to our Millda, fer 
our Befcijcc againft foreign Invafioai* 

* Even aE to defending us again li Infurrc(^Ion5, and en- 
abling the Civil Magiilrate to execute the Laws ^Inft 
CriminaJs, I do not know. Sir, if it would be proper to 
tmft to oor Militk. During the late Rebellion we faw how 
unferviceafalc, how backwaS they were. I hope it will not 
be pretended that that Infurreftion was genera!, lOr that it 
VJM favoured by any great Part of the People ; and yer that 
fraaH Number of Men, which were gathered together from 
one Corner of the Illand only, would* I am afraid, have 
ttiade thcjnfelves Mailers of the Whole, if we had then had 
nothing but Militia to fend againll them. Then as to en- 
abling the Civil Magiftrate to execute thel^vvs againft Cri- 
miDals* I am fure there never was a Time when there was 
lefa Reafoh than there is at prcfent, to fay our Militia is fuf- 
ficient for this Purpofe. In moft of our maritime Coantira, I 
do not know but that the Militia would protei^ inllead of 
fupprdTing the Smugglers; in fo me Counties the Milida 
would, 1 ktLTf deftroy the Turnpikes^ inftead of affifting toi 
apprehend thofc, who do in a riotous Manner deftroy them ; 
and in every County, I am convinced, the Militia would 
protect the illegal Retailers of Jpirituous Ltqaors, inllead of 
proictting thofe who ferve the Piiblick by informing againjft 
them. 

* From thefe Confidcrations, Sir, lam convinced, a Sand- 
ing Army is abfolutely neceflury, at leaft at prefent, for pro- 
teOTing us again ft foreign Invafions, and domefti^ck rnfor- 
regions and for enabling the civit Miiglftrate to execute 
thofe Laws, which have been thought highly neceflary by 
all the Branches of our LegiJlature ; and for thefe Ends I 
Ginnot thinkj thai a Jcfs numerous Standing Army than wc 
now have, could be fufficlent ; at Icalit I cannot think fo, as 
long a£ we have fo formidable a dilaffirftcd Party amongft us. 
A Standing Army, or fuch an one a5 we have at prefent, may 
perhaps be an Evil j I fhall even grant it is an Evil, becaufe 
it mult always be expenf;ve to the People ; but it is an Evil 
which we ought.tofubmit to, for the Sake of avoiding ^ 
grea,ter: And a$ I am of Opinion, and have, I think, dearly 
fhewn, that a Standing Army, conflituted as our prefent is, 
and not more numerous, cannot be in the leail dangerous to 
our Conllitution or Liberties ; therefore I muft think, we 
ought the more willingly to fubmit to it.' 

ifPifVtho hth ^^^^ Members, who were for the Motion, then endea* 
fafl!* Meraj^mw-^ voured to flicw, that an Army in Time of Peace was not at 
'"'" """"^ all inconfUlent with the Whig Principles ; and that the pre- 
fent Difpofition of the Nation ahfolutely required that fuch 
$a Asmy Ibould be kept up. That it could be looked upon 
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•Ls no Violation of the Conftitution, iince it wm for the 
Cood of the Whole, ThJs was endeavourctl to he proved by Vj^^,,^^-^.^^ j 
fomc Inl!tanc« from the Roman Hillory, Then Sir John TheBamm Hj«aifj 
Hynd Cotton fpoke to the following Purpofc. 
Sir, 
» I do own it gives me ft good deal of Surprife, to hear sir J"i"i Hfn* Cw 
Oentlemcn who ;afl upon Revolution i*niidples talk fo at- ™' 
tcfly inconfiftcnt with what was the Language of the Whigs 
in former Times. Sir, I know not what Whigs the honourable 
Gentleman has been acquainted with, but 1 have had the 
Honour and Happinefs to be intimate with raany Gentlemen 
of that Denomination t 1 like wife. Sir, have read the 
Writings of many Authors who have efpoafed thcfe Prin- 
ciples : I have fat In this Houfe during fomc of themoft ma- 
terial Debates that have happened betwixt them and the 
Tories • and, Sir, I can declare from my own Experience, 
that I never knew one who a£led on true Whig Principles^ 
vote for a Standing Army 'in Tiriie of Peace. What the 
Principles of the Whigs in former Days were, Sir, I can 
only learn from Reading or Information ; but, Sir, I have 
heard of Whigs who were againil aH unlimited Votes of Credit: 
I have heard of Whigs who looked upon open Corniption as 
the grcatcft C«de that could befal any Nation : I have heard 
of Whigs who efteemed the Liberty of the Prefs to be the 
nioft valuable Privilege of a free People, and triennial Par- 
liaments the grcatcft Bulwark of their Liberties i and» Sir, I 
have heard of a Whig AdminiftratiDO who have refentcd In- 
juries done to theTrade of theNation, and who have revenged 
Infults officred to the Britsfli Flag, Thefe, Sir, aie the Prin- 
ciples ,if I am rightly infonncd, that once chara^erifed the trae 
W higs. Let Gentlemen apply thefe Charafters to their pre- 
fentConduft^ and then, laying their Hands on their Hearts, 
let them ask of themfelvcs* If they are Whigs ? The ho- 
nourable Gentleman who fpoke laft, asked, with an Atr of 
Triumph, by what Means a parliamenciry Standing Army 
was eftaWifhed under King William : He is pofitive that it 
could only be by Means of the Whig Intereft. No, Sir, it 
was not; it was by Meamofthc Court Intcreft, which was 
fupported by Men, who were no longer Whigs than during 
the Time they were out of Poft, and who, after they got 
into Power, knew no other Principles but thofe which ad- 
vanced the Intereft of the Crown, and fecured their own 
Employments. To thcfe Gentlemen it was owing, Sir^ 
that the ridiculous Dillinftjon, without any DiiFerence, be- 
twixt two Kbds of Standing Armies, was broached: They 
told us, that an Army kept up from Year toY«tr byConfent of 
the Parliament was a quite different Kind of an Army from 
®ne kept up without Confent of the Parliament. Really, Sir, 
for my own Part, 1 think that one Army may be as dan- 
gerous 
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Now, Sir, the fupefDumeraiy Body of Sooo can, upon any 
Finefe, be brou^t over hither^ and added to the 18,000 
jiow on Foot. Thus, Sir, die Court can at any Time form 
a Body of 26,000 Men, while a total Difure of militafy 
Exercife has rendered our People utterly uncapable to make 
the leaft Oppofition in Cafe tbefe 26,000 Men were employ- 
ed by the Court to wicked Piirpofe*. This, Sir, muft pie- 
fent but a very melancholy Profpcft to every Lover of Itik 
Country, were he not pcrfuaded of his Majelly's Regard fyt 
the Law5, and hb Tendernefs for the Rights of his Sab- 
je&, I wifh. Sir, his Minifters were as tender how di^ 
load the Nation with any unneceflary Expence, I fay this, 
Sir, becaufe I hear there is a Defign of adding a Regij3ieiit» 
raifed fince our laft Sellions, to the Forces in our A(neri<afl 
SettlementSi which Regiment will coft the Natioh at J^ft 
fifteen thoufand Pounds, including the Expence of* their Ar- 
tillery, and other incidental Charges. Sir, I am not at all 
agjiifift our fending fome additional Troops to that Coiintnf, 
and efpeciilly to Georgia; nay, confidersng how far the 
Honour, if not the Interell of our Nation, is concerned in 
fupporting that Settlement, I think we have been too dilatorf 
in fending fome Reinforcement thither. But, Sir, X am of 
Opinion, ihetc was no Ocoaflon to have raifed a Regiment 
for that Purpofe, when we have fo many old ones that would 
have ferved the Purpofe as well, Had one of the Regiments 
on theBrltifhEllablifliinent been (ent thither ; nay, had half 
a Dozen of theni, for I am fure we can fpare them, been fent 
thither, we mull: have reaped two Advantages ; firft, we 
ihould have been eafed of fo much Expence, becaiife we can 
maintain them cheaper there than we can here - In the ife. 
cond Place, there they can anfwer the Ends of the Natioii, 
here they can anfwer only thofe of the Miniftr)''. But, SIr» 
in what I have faid on this Head, I am far from reflefUng 
on any Meafure that might have been taken by the Advice 
of the honourable Gentleman whom we may juftly call the 
Father of that Colony. I am fo much perfnaded of his In- 
tegrity and Ability, that I think we ought to be as willing 
to fuppoTt him, as he has been generous in ferving us. But I 
dare lay the honourable Gentleman himfelf is fenfible, that 
the lefs the Ex pence is which his Endeavours for the publick 
Good {hall coft his Country, the greater will be his owtt 
Honour. 

* Having thus given my Reafons, Sir, why I think the 
propofed Redu^ftlon extremely proper at rhis'rinie, and why 
I think ft extremely improper ."or us to load the Nation vfiuk 
any additional Expence, I fhal! conclude with giving myVol^ 
for theMo;ion.* 
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To tlie latter Part of this Speech It was anfwered by John *^» "'^' ^ 
Selwyii, Efq; and others i * Tiiat the Money kid out upon t^^^,^I^^!^j 
Georgia was the beJl employed of any Money that ever the Mn seiwyn, Et^ 
Govet-nm^nt bid out » becauCe, in a ihort Timc» ihae Colo- 
ny WQuM be able to produce as much raw Silk as will iave 
the Nation upwards of three hundred thousand Pounds, which 
is now yearly fent out of Britain to Italy and other Cotfh- 
triesy for that Commodity r That all the Saving wou*d be 
but two hundred fixteen thoufand Pounds^ which was but 
inconfidcrable when coniipar^d to the Benefit of keeping the 
Forces up.' 

This was anfwcred hy George HeathcotCj Efq; to thfl 
following Purpofe : 

Sir, ^ 

* I own that till now I have not approved our laying out Aii»CTtninfr<ritiie«0i 
fo much Money as we have done on the Setdement of Geor- 
gia, becaufe 1 was ofOplnioi), thai if the Hands we have 
fent thither had been doJy employed in Agriculture and Ma- 
nufactures here, they might have been more ufeful to their 
Native Country. Bat the honourable Gendcman who fpokc 
lift has entirely removed my Scruples ; for if what he fays 
be Truth,, which I am far from difpiiting, it is like to prove 
the moft beneficial Colony that ever was fent from Britain, 
both becaufe it will Jave a great deal of Money to the Na- 
tion, and aa it will produce a large Revenue to the Crown. 
For this Reafon, Sir, I think that the Money required for 
maintaining that Settlement, and paying the Forces fent thi- . 
ihcr, may oe raifed without our layipg any additional Bur- 
then on the People of Britain. The Method I propofe, Sir, 
for this Endj is, that as the Fund is fo very goad, and the 
Security upon it fo unquetlionable^ tiie Government Ihould 
borrow as much Money upon it as may defray all the necef- 
{Ary Expcnccs attending the Seiilcment, that now fall upon 
the Subjeils of Brit.iin, This» Sir, I lake to be a ve- 
ry fair and equitable Propofal, and I am perfuuded that 
the WiJdom ?md Frugality of the Gentlemen who have the 
Honour to ^ in the Adminiftration will induce them to con- 
fider of it. 

• As to the other Part of ijiy worthy Friend's Speech, I 
ewn I cannot fo cafily digeil it. The Rcduftion that is pro- 
pofcd, faid he, will lave on!y two hundred fixtecQ thou land 
Pounds tbe to Nation. Sir, two hundred fixteen thoufand 
Pounds is Money ; anil had we, for twenty Years paft, fav- 
cd that fame Sum by the like Redudlion, upwards of fix 
Millions of the National U^t had been paid off, and a 
great many Inconveniendes kept from the Subjefla, Bcfidcs, 
had this Rcdu£tion taken Place twenty Yeari ago, andcon- 
yntied ever fincc, I am convinced. Sir, tJiat the only Pre* 
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Anno It. Geo. a. teuce for a Standing Army in this Nation, I mean what is 
*2J**^, advanced from the Difcontent of the People, had been cn- 

r^^^^"'^^*^"^ tirely taken away, in that two of the principal Caufes of 
the Difcontent had been removed, the Grievance from, the 
Severity of our Taxes, and the Avcriion of the Nation to (b 
numerous a Standing Army in Time of Peace : So that it is 
more than probable, that by this Time we (hould have had no 
Occafion at all for any Standing Forces . However, Sir, better 
late than never. If we begin now to reduce them, the Nation 
may twenty Yean hence feel the Benefit of a total Redadion. 
Whereas, if we keep them on Foot from Year to Year, or 
inflead of reducing, increafe them, the Natioa twenty Years 
hence may be facMled with i 8,qoo more, and publick Dif- 
content increafing with the publick Debt, may run To high, 
as to render it imprudent for the Government, tho* it were 
willing, ever to make any Reduftton. Wherefore, Sir, I 
am for beginning in Time, and then for making amends, u 
Bit as we can, for any paft Overfights, by agreeing to the pro> 
pofed Redudion.* 

Sir William Younge * fpoke next inSubilance as fbilowt : 
Sir, 

sirWiUiamToaagfc. ' I^ver fince I had the Honour to fit in this Hoafe, we 
have had every Seflion a regular Return of a Debate-on this 
Subjefl. Sometimes I have heard very fpecious Argoments 
for a Reduction urged by the Gentlemen in the Op^»fition ; 
but I always faw before next Seflions too good PtooFs that 
we a£led moft wilely when we agreed to the keeping up the 
greateft Number of Troops ; nor do I know any Part of his 
Lite Majefty's Conduft fo julUy liable to Cenfure, as the Re- 
duction of his Forces, to which he was induced by a fincere, 
but miftaken Tendernefs for his People; nor did I ever 
know a Reduction which the Nation in a little Time had 
not Reafon to repent of. I own. Sir, that in fome Yean 
the Reafons for keeping them up were ftronger than in 
others, but I cannot rememember a Year when the Reafcms 
for keeping them up were fo ftrong as they are at prefent. 
The Infolence of tlie People in all Parts of the Kingdom 
is rifen to a Height that makes it unfafe for the Qvil 
MagiArate to do his Duty without the Afiiftance of the 
military Power. In the Country where I was during forac 
Part of our late Recefs, the Miners, the Labourers, and 
other Manufefturers, aflembled in a riotous and tumultuons 
Manner, to the Number of near five thoufand, upon no 
other Pretence but the Exportation of fome Grain; which 
Exportation really did a Service to the Country, and never 
could hurt them. They proceeded to the moft violent Gat- 
rages, which rendered it impoffible for Che civil MagifUate 
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to quell them j for ihey were fo favoured by the Country in ^^° 
general, th;:it it was our of bis Power to raife a PofTe ftrong 
enough for that Pujrpofe, Now, Sir, I would gladly know 
of any Gentleman what the Confequence of this Tumult 
mull have been, had the Government not been abie to have 
commanded a Body of regular Force ftrong enough to have 
fupprefs'd them. The gentle Arts of Per fuafton would never 
h.ive fucceeded, for they were too mad to liflen to any ; The 
^Senfc of their Duty could never have reclaimed thcro, for 
I they feemed to make a Merit of being quite void of that. A 
I regular Body of Forces, therefprc, ading by the Diredtion of 
^ the Civil MagiJlrate, was the only proper Means of reducing 
I them. In tlus Metropolis, Sir, not a Month ago, a vigilant 
i and an a£live Mag Ul rate was infulted in his own [loufe for 
doing his Duty, by a tumultuous Mob of the fame Kind, 
■who threatened to pull his Houfc in Pieces about his Ears^ 
, and, as I am informed^ actually attempted, and probably 
mould have eJfodled it, had it not been for a Detachment of 
I the regular Troops who were fent to proteft him. Thefe 
Tumult,';, Sir, could be owing to no OppreiTion, nor to any 
yull Ground of Offence that had been given them by that 
"lagiHraie But the Truth is, that the more aftive, the 
rmore honell, and the more vigilant a Magillrate is, the 
, more he ia infulted, hated, and abufed by the common 
I People. Thefe Mobs, Sir, it is true, ieldom have any o- 
l ther View than to gratify their immediate Rcfentment But 
[who knows, Sir, but that if ihey come to any Height, thofc 
Lwho have more diiUntand more dangerous Views, may herd 
jwith them, and make them the Tools of their Ambi- 
[ tion or Revenge ? This, Sir^ would very probably be the 
^ Cafci were it not for our regular Forces ; and if this were 
L^the Cafe, we mull foon fee a Rebellion formed, and the 
tKation become a Scene of Blood and Confufion, Let any 
[Gentlcraan who loves hjj Country rtfleft upon the Horrors 
[which fuchan Idea preleuta, and let him, if he can, vote 
-for a RcduAIon, which by wcakemng theHandsof thcGo- 
[ verrimetit nvay leave a Poffibility of any fudi Event. An 
Exemption from theMiferles of a Civil War is cheaply pur- 
chafed by the heavieftTaxcs. The People of Britain at pre- 
fent pay no heavier Tastes, than the Extenfson of their Com- 
merce, and the Benefits they enjoy from the Government, 
(which leaves them more liberty than any People under the 
I SunenjoyJ enable them to fupport without Difficulty; and, 
[though their Taxes were ilill heavier, a little more Induilry 
[•and Frugality in the meaner Sort of our People would eafily 
rfupplythem; But, Sir, the Wounds of a civil War may 
bleed for many Ages; by ruining our Trade it rauil render 
. m dcfpicable to qui Neighbours, and probably we muit bc- 
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^™*'*i7i7^* "' ^°^* fubjcft either to a foreign or a domeftick Tyranny, I 
^^^^s^^^^i^^i believe no Gentleman, whether he is a Placeman or no^ 
would forgive himfelf^ if he d!d not concur in every Mea- 
fure that could avert fuch an Event. Sir, if fuch Meafurei 
areporiiled, thw are right Meafures, whether they arc pur* 
fued by Place-Men or others : And I hope all Place-Men 
will be fo true to one another, as to unite in giving their 
Negative to the ReduAion on this Occafion.'* 

When he fat down« Sir John Barnard fpdce in Subftanoe 
as follows : 
Sir, 
Sir John Bannni. « It has always becn my Opinion, that the readieft Way 
to bring on the Miferies which the honourable Gentleman, 
who rpoke laft, has fo pathetically defcribed, is to maintain 
a numerous Standing Army -in Time of Peace j and that the 
befl:', if not the only Method of preventing them, is, cither 
confiderably to reduce, or intlrely to disteind it. So that. 
Sir, the Gentleman has very artfully jR)refla]led the Debate, 
by employing in favour of a Standing Army, one of the 
ftrongeft Arguments againft it. I am perfcftly at a Lofs to 
know why the Gentlemen who are againft the Redu&ioo, 
have let fo much of our Time be fpent, before they began 
the Debate on their Side ; for I am fure they have not yet 
advanced a Shadow of an Argument in favour of the Rdb- 
lutk)n. Therefore, Sir, I either exped to hear fome Rea- 
' fons why we fhould agree to this Refolution, from the Gen- 
tlemen who fhall fpeak in the fucceeding Part of the Debate, 
or I muft be oblircd to think that a Standing Army is intend- 
ed to "be made a Part of our Conftitution, and that our re- 
folving ourfelves into a Committee, to confider of the propq- 
Num^r to be kept up, is mere Form. Nay, Sir, it is not 
impolTible, but that, fome Years hence, we may fee a Bill 
brought into this Houfe for that End. This, Sir, will fave 
Gendemen a great deal of Trouble, in eluding once a Year 
a Set of ill«natured perplexing Obje£Uons, raifed by Gentlo- 
men ftubbomly and perverfely attached to the Good of tbdr 
Country, and the Prefervation of the Conftitution. But, Sir, 
if fuch a. Step fhould be taken. Gentlemen both of Repata- 
tion and Efbte will not be wanting to oppofe fuch a Subver- 
fion of our Liberties, with their Intereft, with their For- 
tunes, and, iftheir Country requires it, with their Sworda. 
Since the Beginning of this Debate, we have had a very 
broad Intimation of a Defign that leans very much that Way. 
An honourable Gentleman under the Gallery told us. If yoa 
continue the Liberty of thePrefs, you ought to continue yoor 
Army. Sir, I look upon the Liberty of the Prefs to be the 
snoft valuable Part of the Liberty of the SubjeA ; I look up* 
on the Army) as what may one Day be the Deftru^ion 6f 
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both ; Bnd to give no better Reafon for fupporting a Standi 
ing Army, but that it may dcftroy the Liberty of the Prefa, 
is to fay, in other Words^ That a Refolution Js now form- 
ing to put an End to the Liberties of Grc3.t Britain. 

' The honourable Gentleman who fpoke !aft, told uSj that 
we were under a NecetSty of keeping up our Army, that it 
may enforce the Laws, which the Weakitefs of oiir Civil Ma- 
giltrates cannot do. Sir, I know not what Authority (he 
honourable Gentleman has, for throwing out fuch a fttflec>' 
cion upon the Civil Magift rates in general. I have the Ho- 
nour CO be a Civil Magiftrate, Sir, in the grcatefl City in 
BriLiitt, perhaps in Europe j and I dare anfwer for myfelf, 
and for thofe Gentlemen whom I have had the Eiappinefe to 
be affociated with in the Civil Magiftracy, that we have no 
Occafion for any Afliftance of the military Force for putting 
the Laws in Execution. And as I have Opportunities of 
knowing fomewhat of the .Country of Engbnd in general, I 
can venture to fay, that a Co nil: able at the Head of his Po^e, 
by a Warrant from a Juftice of the Peace who is beloved, 
can do more than a Colonel at the Head of his Regiment. I 
fay. Sir, a Jultice of the Peace who is beloved ; for I am far 
from thinking that all of them are beloved ; though 1 believe 
they generally are fo, when it is known they are not influ- 
enced by any Guidance from within thele WaJIs. Sir, it is 
the Duty, as well as the Intereft of every Civil Magiftrate, 
to endeavour to render himfclf beloved and popular in thofe 
Places where he ads j and if there are any who are more 
hated, and confequently lafs obeyed by the People, it mull: 
be owing to their own ill Condud. Nay, Sir, I believe I 
could inllance many Julticea of the Peace, who a^ as fuch, 
without having a Qualification. In what 1 have iaid. Sir, 
I am far from intending that it fhould be underftood, as if, I 
neflc6fced on any particular Gentleman, who has the Honour 
to ferve his MajelVy in the Commiffion of Peace in Weibnin- 
fter. I am willing to believe the bell of thefc Gentlemen, 
and that they are fiir from making a Traffick of their Duty, 
or taking their Diredtion* from any Man in Power. But, 
Sir* ifthereareany fueh, though they may indeed want the 
Affiilance of the miHtary Power, I think it is very unfafe 
for 115 to keep up Forces that may be employed to very bad 
Purpofcs by fuch Magi Urates,' 

Mr. Pulteney fpoke to the following Purpofe ; 
Sir, 

* The Argunient$ that have been advanced agalnfl the Wrt.Pu!tEtity,tcai 
prcfent Motion are of fo extraordinary a Natai^, and thofe 
that have been offered in favour of the Refoludon are fo 
weak, that I have a better Opinion of the Judgments of the 
honourabk Gentlemen who have advanced them, than to 
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•Ante II On. n. lielieve they themfelves think they cotild be of any Weight, 
''^ ) but in an Affembly where their own Party is fure of a Ma- 
jority. Some Gentlemen feem to be under terrible Appre- 
henfions from the Prefs, fome from the People, and feme 
feem to fear nothing but for themfelves. One honourable 
Gendeman, in particular, calls out to his Brethren in Place, 
and folemnly conjures them to be true to one another. O off < 
ye Placemen be true to ane another ! Indeed, Sir, the honoar- 
able Gentleman may reft v^ry well fatlsfied that they will ; 
for I cannot fay that I ever knew them fail, efpecially when 
they were to gain any thing by it. I wiHi, Sir, that other 
Gentlemen were as well united, that Country Gentlemen 
would be tme to one another ; for if they were, though per- 
haps we could not carry this Queftion, yet we might nope at 
leaft not to lofe it by, I had almoft faid, fo fcandalom a 
Majority, as it is but too probable that we (hall. 

< It is the Misfortune, Sir, of this Nation, under our pce- 
fent Situation, that it is generally thought to be in the Power 
of one Man to determine the Fate of every Queftion of Im- 
portance brought before this Aflembly. This makes many 
Gentlemen, who wifh well to tlieir Country, take every 
Opportunity of ftaying at home, when they ought to give 
their Attendance in this Houfe. Each reafons in this Man- 
ner : " My fingle Voice is of little or no Confcquence, why 
**• then fhould I be at the Pains and Expence to attend the 
" Parliament, fmce it can be of no Ufe to my Country V* 
But this is a falfe and a perriicieus Inference. This, Sir, 
gives a tacit Countenance to oppreffive Meafures, and de- 
prives a Man of the Satisfa&ion of having done at leaft his 
Duty for the Service of his Country. Bcfides, Sir, Gentle- 
men ought to refled, that if thofe who a£t for the Intereft of 
their Country were united, and gave their Attendance in 
this Houfe, they might ftill indeed continue the Minority ; 
but. Sir, fuch a Minority as they would then form, njever yet 
^ed of foon becoming die Majority. I have thought my- 
felf obliged to fay thus much, becaufe Ifee many Gendemea 
abfent on this Occafion, who, I know, wlih well to their 
Country, and who I know would be abfent on no other Ac- 
count, but for the Reafon I have now fuggefted. 

* I have heard. Sir, during the Courie of this Debate 
great Complaints of the Depravity of the common People i 
and I am fenlible the Complaints are not ill-founded. Bn^ 
Sir, I think the Method that is propofed to reform them, in* 
ft sad of fupprefting, will but propagiate the Evil. It ii as 
impra&icable. Sir, to dragoon People into Morality, as intp 
Religion ; nor can a Standmg Army make a free People quiet 
Sutjedls, anv other Way than by making them humbk 
Slaves. It fias always. Sir, been the diftinguiftiing Qloiy 
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ofthis Conftltntion, that our Kings resgned over Men, and ^^^^"3!*'"* 
not over Slaves: And that gave them the Power of doing as 
much Good as they pleafed i tlioiigh it tied up their Hands 
from doing any Hurt. But, Sir, our new Syitem of Poli- 
ticks has a qaite different Tendency i it tends to make Slaves 
qf Subjcfts, to give the King an Opprtunity of doing Harm, 
but deprives him of the Power of doing Good. For, Sir, a 
M2,n who lies at the Mercy of another, as to his Liberty and 
Property, is, in efFedl, a Sbve, though he who is his Supe- 
rior fliould not cxercifehis Power tyraitnically. And a Prince, 
Sir, who, in order to iiiaintain his Authority, k obliged to 
burden his Sabjedts with oppreffive Taxes, while they al- 
ready groan under a Load of Debtif, has it in his Power «> 
opprejs his Stibje£ts, but has it not in his Power to relieve 
them I bcciufe no Aft of Gmce, which he can exert, can be 
a Balance for the Unpopularity that muil attend him. So 
that, Sir, it is fprprifing that Mi nifters themfe Ives are not 
more cautious how they give Occafion for a,ny unneceflkry 
Taxes upon the People^ or how they confcnt to the keeping 
up a Body of Fortes, which fo evidently tends to weaken 
both their Mailer's and their own real Interefts, But, (ay 
Gentlemen, the Depravity is fo great smd (b general, that 
no Remedy befides that of a fuperior Force can be applied. 
Sir, a Phyfician, who would cure a Difeafe, applies himfelf 
iJrJi: to £nd out iu Caufes ; and if the Caufes can be found out 
aud t^ken away, die Effect ccafes of courle. 

* As to what the Gentlemen who are for continuing the 
prefcntNumbej: of our Forces have fo much infilled on, 1 mean 
the Spirit ofOppofition to ihe Civil Magiftracyon fomeOc- 
cafions, it has, I am afraid, been too much owing to the 
Conduct of the Magtftra.tes ; and their Oppofition to fomc 
lace Laws is to be imputed, I believe, to the Nature of the 
Laws themfelves. It is impoflible, Sir^ for a Legiflature to 
n force immediate Obedience to an unufusl Law, without 
Cry great Reluftiince from the People, before they are coti- 
^nced that this Law 13 realJy for their Good. And, Sir, 
ve me leave to fay, that it will tr.kc a good deal of Art to 
erfwadc the People of the Expediency of fome Laws htely 
-fied Nay, Sir, I fhould not inyfelf be eafdy convinced, 
at fome late Laws might not have produced all the Good 
&r which they were intended, and yet have appeared in a 
'hape nrore agreeable to the Body of our People. Are Gen- 
cmen to fuppofethat a People wil! fnbmit to Laws which 
hey look upon oppreffive and inconfiilent ? In this Part of 
ite Coontty, Sir, they are obliged to fubmit to Laws ; for 
pibace, the Im; A& againil Spjrituoua Liquore, which 
]; re tends to pluck vp an old but beloved BJfeaJe by theKoots, 
while the MaLimet of detedine Dirlmqucnls againft this 
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kJH fieo, 11- Law gives Rife to numbcrlefe Villanie* among ft the misiner 
*'^^ ' Sort t For it is. Sir, in the Power of any Kogue, as tha 
Law nawAandSi if he Can digefl Perjury, to ruin an hondt 
Man and his whole Family. Can therefore Gentiemen be 
furprifed thit a l^w, fo difagrceabie in its own Nature, lo 
the People, the meaner Sort, at leail, for I have never heaul 
any body elfe charged with oppofing it, fhould meet withi 
Oppofition from them ' Yet, Sir, this is a Law of which we 
were fo fond, that we adually bought it. Yes, Sir ! wc 
bought it of the Government at the Rate of 70,000 Poundi 
and upwards, 

* In another Part of the Country, Sir, in Scotlund, tbt 
Clergy is obliged, by a late* A£t for that Purpofe, to read 
more than once from their Pulpits a Proclamation, or a De- 
claration, I do not know how you call it. Why, Sir, lam 
told the People in that Country laugh at this Adt j and if 
the Government were ftriftly to enforce it, they would ha- 
xard another Rebellion. So that. Sir, it h our Duty, befbrt 
•we pafs any Aft that affefts the Body of a People, always to 
confider whetiier the Advantages accruing from fuch an A^ 
are fufficient to counterbalance the Unpopularity of our 
pai&ng tliat A€t, and the Odium and Expences which the 
Government muft incur by putting it in Execution. When I 
fay this, Sir, I hope no Gentleman will infer that I would 
court Popularity at the [ixpenceof anyMeafure that is for the 
Good of the People, But I know, that fome Govern tn en ts 
tavc found the Secret of reconciling the People's real Inter«fis 
to their Inclinations^ and believe that tn all good Govern* 
ments the rnofl. beneficial Laws arc generally the moft po- 
pular. 

* But, befides Blunders which we may have committed in & 
more publick Capacity, J am afraid, Sir, that in other Re- 
^£b we do not a little contribute to fpread this Spirit of 
^Difcontent. When a People, Sir, fees their Superiors a- 
bandon the PHnciplea that make them honed Men, th^ 
prefume, not unreafonably, that they havelolV every Quality 
that forms an honeft Reprefcntative. When they fee Luxury 
and Extravagance fupported upon the Emoluments of publicfc 
Pofts, the meaneft Subjeft in the Nation, if he knows any 
Thing, knows that he helps to py for thefe Luyiiries> and 
that mey are mainlined on the Spoils of hisCountiy, When 
Sir, the People fee Gentlemen wafting their private Eftates 
in idle Purfuits, and unprojitabk Vices i they know that 
thefe Gentlemen have no other Way to repair the fhattered 
Remains of their JPortunes, but by preying upon the Publick, 

• Tkit allmiet ft? the utff ^^ainfi tfmfi «'fe> vere tmttmti tm hanfin* 
^mtmtt 3»f Vat, IV. tht I>thmi mthat jt^air, * 
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When thty fee Corruption and Vchality openly avowed, ^°*'tl\^%'*' "' 
even tho' fome of them tafte ir, they know, ot at kaft chey 
Tui^je^, that an AdminiUration mufl be wedc wheu it re- 
quires fuch Support*. 

* Give me Leave to borrow an Expreflign, and to iay, 
i^ it it amrt to fnend the Hsarti of the Pesph, It is our Duty, 
Sir, by each of us living within the feounds of Qur own pri- 
vaec Foitanes, to prefervc our fndepefidency upon any Man 
or any Mitiifter whatever j and thus fhall we be enabled to 
preTcrve the Independency of the Legiflature. Tjben fii*)] 
we fee the publick Debts decreafe, the Diffktisfaftioti of the 
People fabftde, and the Dillinftiona ©f Parties abolished. 
Wc ihall then have no Need of a Standing Army ; becaufe 
then* Sir, there will be no Occafion co rul« by a Party j for 
that Party amongit ws, which either by ie Principles or 
Praftices oppofes thefc good Ends, becomes a Faction, let 
its Majority be ever fo great. I have heard, Sir, many in- 
vidious Infinuationa and Reflections thrown out againfl; a 
certain Oppofition that I could name, and I hear a great 
TaJk without Doors about * a Reconcitiaiion. Sir, I know 
not any Reconciliations that I could wiih except one t Others 
1 never defire to fet, unlefs they are foonded on the Liber- 
ties of the People { and, Sir, I think an Oppoiition upon 
virtuous Principles the only Security tJiRt our Country can 
iope for^ and 1 here openly profcfs my Deterniinatiac always 
to joia in fuch an Oppohtion. 

* Thofc Gentlemen who afe for our agieelng to this Re* 
lolntion, in my Opinion, mike but a very indifferent Cotn* 
pHment to his Majefty, who has recommended Unatiitiiity 
and Difpatch to us fo ilrongly from the Thone ; yet Sir, in 
the very Beginning of our Sefllon, we have here a Bohe of 
C!oDtention thrown ainotigjl us. We are^ it leeros tmt cmly 
to agree to the keeping ep the fame Number of Forces 
which wc had kft Year, but we are to add to the Charges 
that attend them, the Expcncc of raifmg a hew Kegimenc 
to be fcnt to our Plan tttions. Sir, I cannot conceive how 
Gentlemen fhould fuppoie that if fuch an anreafonable Refo- 
lution is brought m^ we can a£l in the Manner hia Majeily 
hasfo wifely recommended. I iny^ Sir, fo wifely recom- 
mended J becaufCj on the Unanimity of this Parliament de- 
pends the Judgment which Foreigners will form of our 
Strength and Refolutionlnthis impottant Crifis ofour Trade, 
if they (hall find Unanimity in our Refentmentat home, they 
will expcift the fame Unanimity in our Refcntment abroad , if 
it ftiall be found that any of our Neighbours have rnltilted our 
Flag, or plundered our MerchAnts ; it witllet them fee that 
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both the Nation and the Parliament are refolv'd to be- 
have with fuch Duty and Zeal for their Country, as to ftand 
in no Need of being over-awed by a Standing Army. And 
Foreigners will then defpair of finding a Party who (hall 
abet them here. 

Sir Robert Walpole then lofc again, and fpoke as follows, 
Sir, 

* Whatever groundlefs Infinuations fome Gentlemen may 
throw out about any Attempts that have been or are to be 
made upon the Liberty of Speech ; one Gentleman, fibce 
the Opening of this Debate, has told'us. That he could lui^ 
that Things voere to run into Canfufion\ hecaufe out of Cmijkfiut 
may arife Order, A WiOi To ihocking to the Ears of a duti* 
ful Subjefl, and fo contrary to the Dignity of this AfienUy, 
that I hope never to hear the like repeated within Ade 
Walls. It was laying, in other Terms, that he wifhed to iee 
the Succeffion of the prefent Royal Family fet afide, and the 
Nation involved in the difmal Confequences of civil War, 
lather than that we ihould agree to a Meafure which the 
Wifdom of all Parliaments, fmce the late Revolution, has 
thought neceflary for the Prefervation of our Liberty. I 
cannot, indeed, underftand how Gentlemen, during the 
G>urfe of this Debate, can reafon as if this Refolution was 
fuch as had never been agreed to by any Parliament, and that 
it was a dired Infringement of our Conftitution. This ii 
calling in Queftion the Honour and the Integrity not only of 
all the Parliaments, but of every Gentleman who has voted 
for this Meafure in thefe Parliaments, for 40 Years paft. 
And I am fure my good Friend who (poke Ikflj has veiy 
good Reafons, known to himfelf and me, for fupporting their 
Authority. 

- *■ My honourable Eriend was pleafed to inveigh veiy &» 
.verely againft the Luxury and Vice that reigns but too gene^ 
rally amongfl: us. I know not from what this Luxury and 
Vice proceed ; but proceed from what it will, I am fure it doci 
f>n}ceed from any Example fet by the Royal Family ; fior I 
am perfuaded that every Gentleman who hears me, is fim- 
fiUe that no Nation was ever bleil with a Royal Family, tham 
has given fuch eminent Inilances of Frugality and Tempe- 
rance, as the Family that is now upon our Throne. If a 
People, Sir, grown wanton withLiber^ and Riches ihalldeg^ 
nerate into Luxury,is a Princeor his Miniftersto he blamed 
for that? Or if the People is tainted with Difcontent and 
Dif&tisfaftion, are we to endeavour to cure it by giving up 
the only Means of reftraining them ? Yet this, Sir, is the 
the very Thing for which fome Gentlemen have argued (b 
ftrenoufly fince theOpening of this Debate. It has been^low- 
ed on all Hands, that had it not been for our Standing Forcei, 
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the Nation mull have t'er this Time run into Confu- 
iion from that Spirit of Diflatiafuftionj that has broke loofe 
among the People. But^ fay fome Gentlemen, that Spirit 
is occafioned from the Opprcffion of the Government. But 
they have not been pleajed to give us any Inftance of fuch 
Oppreffion j they have given us no I nuance of an Invafion 
upon the Liberty and Property of any Subjetl: They have 
not given us one Inftance of any Incroachmcnt of the Mih*- 
^ tary upoti th^ Civil Power, or of one Attack that has been 
made by the Adminiftration to fubvert the Freedom of Par- 
liament. There is nothing more common, Sir, than to 
raife a Clamour upon the Topicks of Bribery, Corruption, 
and Venality, and nothing more cafy than to rnake the 
People believe that when an Aiiminiilration continues long 
in the fame Hands, it can only be by theie Means. But 
this is a Misfortune that has attended thebeft Adniimilrations 
in all Ages and in all Coantriea. The very Succefs that a 
Minifter meets wjth, 13 improved by his Enemies to his Pre- 
judice. If a Majority in this Houie concur with his Mca- 
fures, it muft be the EiFeft of Corruption. If he h.is the 
Favour of the Prince, he owes it to Flattery and mifreprefent* 
ing the State of the Nation* Does the Kingdom under hia 
Adminiflration enjoy a profound Peace, an extended Com- 
merce ? This is attributed to the Mirtifter'*s Sacriiicing fome- 
thiog ilill more valuable than thefe Advantages, in order to 
procure them. So that, Sir, the very WeJl-l^ing of a State 
gives a Handle to Clamour againft the Minifter ; whereas, in 
reality, his Succefs in the Parliament may be owing to the 
Juftice of his Meafures i the Favour he is in with his Prince, 
to his Integrity ; and the Increafe of' the National Wealth and 
Power, to his Vigilance and the Firmnefs of his Refolutions. 
Sir, I fliaU make no particular Applicatton of what I have 
faid here ; only one Thing I will be bold to affirm, that had 
the Clamours that have been raifed in Great Britain thefe 
18 Years paft agsinil the Adminiftration been well founded, 
we muil before this Time have been the moll miserable, the 
moft beggarly, and the moil abjeft People under tlie Sun. 
Biit» Sir, is there no other Vehicle by which Luxury may 
be introduced, befides that of Minifterial Corruption ? Give 
me leave to fay, Sir, there is j and that the Riches which a 
Nation may acquirt by Trade, under a good Admitullration, 
Is the principal and indeed the natural Source from whence 
the Luxury which the honourable Gentleman inveighs a- 
gainft, proceeds, Thefe Riches, Sir^ induce the Trading 
Part of the Nation, to abandon the frugal Maxims of their 
Anceftors : The Landed Intereft, Sir, emulates the Trading, 
and their Wealth cncreafing in Proportion as Trade flourii^es, 
ihey improve likewif^ in all the Luxuries of Ufe. Theie 
H 2 Luxuries, 
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Lttznries, 8ir, after fome Time, create Wants ; Wants fMh 
dnce Necefllties ; Neceflities, Difiatisfadion ; and when 
they are reduc'd in their Circumftances by their own Extra- 
vagancies, they exclaim againll the Heavineis of Taxes, tbq 
Doray of Trade, and the Corruption of Miniftera.' A MiniAsr 
, is anfwerable. Sir, in fame meafure, for the Wealth of a Nir 
tion ; but he is npt anfwerable for the Abufe of that Wealth.. 
And when Gentlemen exclaim againft the luxiirious living 
of a Nation, they are miilaken if they think that therein they 
hurt the Keputation of a Mkiifter in the Eyes of confideraitt 
Men. No, Sir, they beftow a tacit Encomium upon thq 
Miniiler; for under a bad Adminiilration, efpecially if it 1^ 
a long one, it is impoflible for the Nation to fupply tl^cib 
Luxuries, without the Nation*s feeling in a very few Yfiars 
the whole Ballance of Trade with their Neighbours titminp; 
againft it : And I dare fay, that no Gentleman in thi« 
Houfe can affirm that this is our Cafe at prefent. Thus 
much, Sir, I have thought fit to fay, not in Anfwer, but b/ 
way of Supplement to what thehon. Gentleman obf^ircd 
with Regard to the general Depravity of Morals fo vifiblfl 
throughout the King^m. 

* But were I to be asked. Sir, what Remedy is then to 
be applied to this general Depravity, my Anfwer would he, 
the Anfwer of every Gentleman who judges coolly and iin>- 
partially } that nothing is more likely to gain this End, than 
a due Submiffion to that Government, which ena£b no 
Laws but by your ownConfent, and raifes no Taxes bnC' 
what your own Safety requires. This, could we efkCt it. 
Sir, (to ufe the fame Expreffion with the hon. Gentleman) 
nvouU he mending the Hearts of the People, and without this, 
all the Methods that either the King or the Paliament can 
fall upon for that Purpofe muft be unfueceisful. I wifli. Sir, 
that all the Gentlemen in this Houfe could fay, with a 
clear Confcienee, that they had no other View than this, in 
all their Purfuits of Popularity and Pretenfions to Patriotifm : 
And I wifh. Sir, thiu the AAions of Gentlemen wou|d 
prove to the World, that their ible Aim is not the Deftruc- 
tionof the Minifter, but the Good of their Country^ 

' As to what the honourable Gentleman ulk'd about the 
juft Grounds of Difcontent among the People ; I am forrry 
to hear any Gentleman in this Houfe ii^muate, that the AAs 
and Laws paft by this Houfe, can give the People any juft 
Ground of Difiiontent. It proceeds from another Qgarter, 
Sir; for there is nothing more certain than that, if our 
People are once rendered difeontented with the Government, 
they foon become diiafie&ed with the Efiablifhment : And, 
Sir, tho* I admit that a Man of Senfe nuy be attached to our 
prefent Eftablifliment, and yet diilatisfied with fome Steps^of 
rheAdminifb^tion, yet it is otherwife with the Common Peo- 
ple; 



^m 



Aam II Geo. If. 



plet With tliem Dife^ntcnt, Difloy^lty^ aitd Rebellion 
follow fo clofe on one another, that the/ are one and the 
fame Thing, Had certain Gentiemen, Sir, who have lately 
JQiDed in fome Meafares againft the Governraent, fuBiciexit!/ 
rcfietted ©n this Truth, 1 am perfuaded fuch is their Attach- 
mejir to his Majelly's Perfon and f amilyj that they would 
i>Cdt have aHKied fo mach as Chcy have done in promoting 
the Diflatisfadlion that prevails among the Common People. 
Foj*, Sir, the Failion which is in the Intereft of the Periow 
who difputes his Majefty*s Title to the Crown, always pre- 
fumes, that whoever is againft the Adtniniftration, isagainft 
the Edablilhincnt likewife ; and nothing ha& more contri- 
buted to keep up the Spirit of thai Party, than their induAri' 
ouJly propagating that Dofltrine, This, Sir, 13 the true Reafon 
that they look upon the Lenity of that Governroent as the 
EffeS of its W<?aknefs, and that they attribute the Indul- 
gence they meet with to our Fears. This, Sir, is the true Rea- 
fon why they endeavour to invprove to their Advantage every 
Accident that happens in the Nation, tho* pcrhajs it is very di- 
ftanc from their Purpofe, and fell out contrary to their Hopes. 
This, Sir, was the Reafon why, on the late melancholy E- 
vent that * aiHiCted the Nation, their Hope^ revived, 
their Cabals were fet on Foot, and every Tooi of their Party 
was employed in their ConiTultations how to bring about 
their favourite Point, There are many in our Galleries now, 
Sif, who know what I have fa id to be true, ajid if they had 
(Jic Privilege of fpeaking here, could, if they pleafedj, 
convince us how improper the propofed RcUufUon is, while 
fuch a Spirit fubfills in the Kingdom. 

* Sir, I have known a Time when Gentlemen a^ed on 
true Whig Principles j and at that Time, Sir, they Teemed 
to be of Opinion, that the befl, if not the only Way to fe- 
cure us from Popery, and arbitrary Powfcr, was by fccuring 
the prefent Eftablifhment of the Crown in his Majefly*3 
Perfon and Family. They were then of Opinion, Sir, this 
was bell done by our keeping up a regular Body of Forces, 
aind I fhould be glad to know if the lame Reafons do not 
fubfift now as did then,or if they who are theEnemies of our 
prcfent Eftabliihment have been weakened by the Oppofition 
of ihcfe Gentlemen to the AdminiHration.' 

William Pulteney, Efq; replied to thia Effcd : 
Sir. 

* I think a Man is onhoneli Man, who votes accocdlng Wn.PaiteBCf, Ifii 
to what his Confcience tells htm the prefeat Situation of 

Things requires ; and an honell Man, Sir, if hje fees the 
CircumiUnoes which induced him to vote in Favour of a Re- 
folution lail Year altered^ or if he ^nds that he himfelf 
has been tniftaken in the ApprehenliQH of theie Circum- 
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■'^^" ' Cafes, vote this Seffion direftly contrary to what he voted 
before. If ever I voted for a Standing Army, Sir, in Time 
of Peace, it was when my Confcience told me tliat the Pie- 
fervation of our Liberties required it. But, Sir, though at 
that Time, perhaps, I was convinced tliat our keeping up a 
Standing. Army for one Year was neceflary ; it does nots^ 
low that I aft inconfiftently, if I don't vdte for a Perpetoitf 
of that Army. Tlierefore, though a Gentleman has voted 
for every Queftion, for every Job of the Miniftry ; thougji 
his whole Life has been but one continued Vote on their Side; 
yet he ought neither to be afliamed nor afraid to oppofethem, 
as foon as his own Judgment or the Sitmtion of Thing} is 
altered. This is acting upon no other Principles, Sir, bat 
thofe of an honeft Man, and a Lover of his Country ; and, 
as the Diftinftion between Whigs and Tories is now in ef 
fed: aboliftied, I hope foon to fee our People know no other 
Denominations of Party amongft us befides thofe of Comt 
and Country. The honourable Gentleman talks of the E- 
llabliftiment of the Government, and of the AdminiftiiUioR; 
but. Sir, I know of no Eftablifliment, I know of no Gfr 
vernment, I know of no Adminiftration that ought to be 
kept up, but for the Prefervation of the Liberties of tfce 
People : For it is not Twopence Matter to me, whether tk 
Prince's Name under whom I am to be enflavcd, is Thoaai^ 
James, or Richard ; I am fure I fhall never be ehflaved » 
^er a George. 

• And here give me leave to fay. Sir, that the EftaUifb- 
ment of the Crown in his Majefty's Perfon and Family en 
only be fecured by our fecuring the Rights of the Pcdfk. 
This, Sir, is the Charter by which his Majefty holds Iw 
Crown ; and whoever feparates the Interefts of the People 
from thofe of the Eftablifhment, muft be either ignorant of 
our Conftitution, or a Traitor equally to his Prince and hii 
Country. For this Reafon, Sir, to me it is evident, tWif 
the Pretender had an Agent in his Majefty's Councils, <» is 
this Houfc, that Agent would employ all the Force of 
Tongue and Lungs, he wduld even out-vote a Minifter, ani 
out-ipeech a Place- Man in his Zeal for this Reiblution ; nor 
could a more effeftual Way, Sir, to promote that Perfim^ 
Intereft be thought of, than our agreeing to bridle the Eine- 
dom with 18,000 Men: Becaufe it is, in efiedl, teUing2l 
the Powers in Europe,- that fo weak is the Adminiftradonof 
Britain, and fo much are they hated by the People, that 
they dare not venture to make one Step in the Governmeat 
without their Bully -back an Army. While your Army coo* 
tinues. Sir, Difcontent muft increafe, and the more Diicoo* 
tent increafes, the fairer is {he Pretender's Chance for fic- 
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ceeding j whereas, if the People were reconciled to the Go- *™*,ljyfjf ' **" 
vcrntnent, he could not have the motl diibnt Profpe^t of ^,J^-^^^,'-^ 
Succefs ; For I dare fay, very few in Britiin at prefent wifti 
him well on his own Account ; and the few deluded Perfons 
who do incline to his Party, do it only becaufe they arc lb 
weak as to im gine, that the one livjl would be lefs than the 
other. Wherelbre, Sir, as I wifli the Crown of Britain may 
coudnuc for-ever in his Majelly's Perfon and Family, aa I 
hfjpc never to fee the Pretenfions of any other Perfon fuc- 
ceed, and as I think the Reputation of the Kingdom is in- 
terelled in the Fate of this Queftion, I muft agree to the 
propofed Redudion.' 

The nextwh<3 (poke, was Sir WOliam Windham. 
Sir, 

• I think it ftrangc, that this mighty Secret of our Fears aitWm.WiaJhjiu. 
about the Pretender, has never been difcovered during the 

whole Conrfe of this Debate, rill the honourable Gentleman 
who fpoke lall but one difclofed it. I am gbd, however, 
^ that it is at length Jifcovcredj for now Gentlemen may have 
a very clear Slate of the Cafe ; which is. Whether we ought 
to put the Nation ta the Expence of maintaining iS,ooo 
Men, lor no other Reafon but becaufe a certain Genileman 
is afraid of ihe Pretender ? This is^ I think, a dear and a 
true Sute of the Cafe. As for the honourable Gentleman's 
Fears, they put mc in Mind of a mad Fellow, called Butler, 
%vho ufed to go about, and at Times would appear very much 
frightened at a certain Pliantom of his own Brain, whom he 
caUed Prince Kantemir. This Phantom haunted him about 
from Place to Place, and nothing could drive k out of his 
Head. Really, Sir, I don't know what Friends the Pre- 
tender may make in the Kingdom, if weihall Continue our 
Army ; but if we i educe that, i dare fay his Interell would 
exifl no where but among a few Madtaen.* 
Mr. Pelham. 
Sir, 

* The Gentlemen who have fpokc for the propofed Re- Mf.PcUuai. 
duftion, have all along taken it for granted, that if our 
Standing Army were removed, the Caufes of Difconient, 
whicH is allowed on all Hindi to be very great aroongd our 
common People » would be removed iikewife. Biit» Sir, 
their Opinion cannot be fupftoricd either by Reafon or Ex- 
perience> Reafoji tells m that a People who arediicontented, 
will prove rebellious 35 {oon as the Government becomes too 
weak to reftrain their Outr.tgcs : And we find. Sir, by Ex- 
perience, that no Reduction ever was attendi!d by any Re* 
tarn of Gt%titude on the Part of the common People. So 
that, as Gemteraen have been ilating this Qjieftion in their 
Manner, I {lull beg leave to ftatc it m mine. And tt is, Sir, 

Whether 
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A™» " Ge« "• Whether it be moft probable that his Majefty will alnfehii 
K^^^o^^^'^s^ Power, if we fhall keep up the Army ; or tluit his Enenun 
will lay afide their Defigns, and the People return to a dol 
Submiffion to the Civil Magiftrate, in cafe we reduce it } h> 
deed I do norknow what are the Sentiments cf other Gen* 
tlemen ; but I own. Sir, it is no hard Matter with me to d^ 
termine myfelfin this Cafe ; and, for this ReaToDy to fpn 
ttiy Vote in favour of this Reifolusion.* 
Walter Plumer, Efq; 
Sir, 

Waller piajner,Efiii Thg Reafoning of the Honourable Gentleman virho (Ha 
laft, is not unlike that of a Phyfician who was called to vifit 
an Acquaintance of mine. Two or three other Meitfben 
of the Faculty were called at the fame Time, and all ^ 
them, except this Phyfician, agreed in their Conrultations^ 
that ^e Nature of the Patient*s Difeafe required Lenitiva: 
The Reafon which this fingular Dodor gave, for difieriog 
from his Brethren, was, " That G}rrofives were only to be 
" cured by Corrofives." Sir, we have long had Corrofivei 
applied, to correffc the iharp Humours of a People whafa 
Conflitution has been vitiated by a Courfe of fevere Exac- 
tions and Taxes, without any apparent Advantage to tkl 
Kingdom. And it was reafonable to exped. Sir, that by thil 
Time fome Lenitives fhould have been applied. But this. Sir, 
it feems, is not agreeable to the Maxims of the hcMMMt- 
abie Gentleman, who laft Seffion entertained as with 
the ever-memorable Speech, which he concluded by tdliBf 
us from a Roman Poet, ImmedicabiU vmIhk/ enjt rtciienJkm, 
I am afraid, that this. Sir, may indeed be the only Renoedjr 
that can be applied, if we fhould proceed in cxaf^ieratiiig thl 
People, by not only continuing but increafing the printipil 
Grievance they have.* 

Sir Jofeph Jekyl fpoke next, to the following Porpoftf *. 
Sir, 

Sir jofcph jckyi. * ^ acknowledge that formerly I ufed to give my Vote for 
keeping up a Standing Army in Time ofPeacfc, betftofe I 
thought we could never ufe too many Precautions againft the 
growing Power and the afpiring Genius of France. 

* Bat the Providence of Heaven has raifed up aHothcr 
Power in Europe, which feems by the Check (he has already 
given to the French Ambition, to be an Over-match fat her 
in the Field : Gentlemen will eafily perceive that I dww 
theEmprefi of Mufcovy, whofe Empire till within theie Im 
Years had but a very fmall Share in the Ballance of Evrspt. 
For this Reafon I think there is not theleaft Pretence, Sir, 
for keeping up a Standing Army on Account of the Sitoatieo 
of Afiairs Abroad ; that Pietence being effectually removed 
by the fudden Growth of the Mufcovite Power, from whofli 
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wc hare notliing to fear, eitter on account of their Situ- 
ation or InterelL So that. Sir,, the Raafons why we are to 
keep the propofed Nflmber up^ mM^ be of a, domeJiick Na- 
ture, And indeed, if I were convinced that they were of 
the lealt Dfe in enabling the Civil MagiCtrate to put the 
Laws in Execution, i fhoiild give my Vote without Hefi- 
tation for the preient Motion. But, Sir, when 1 fee the 
People of all Ranks fo averfe to a Law which was the only 
Itfeans left by which the Legifliiture could prevent a total 
Degeneracy of their Morals, and the abfolute Ruin of their 
Health ; when I fee they value themfelves upon murdering 
the Perlbns by whofe Information alone the Offenders againit 
that Law can be convicted ; and when I fee that our regular 
Forces have been of no Ufe in fupprelTing thofe Diforderg ; 
I am inclined lo fufpefl. Sir, that the Jnfeflton has fpread 
into the Army itfelf, J am the more apt to believe thb# 
Sir, becaufe I had it lately from good Hands ; that many of 
the Soldiers a£lually were difguiliid among the Mob who 
murdered thefe poor Men, and w6re vciy inftrumcncal in 
the Riots. If this Infeflion fhould proceed farther, Sir, we 
have Reafon to fear that our Army will foon be asobftinate- 
\y diCobedient so the Civil Magiitrate as our People are, and 
this mufi; produce worfe Confequences than any Gentleman 
has yet mentioned. It maybe urged, that Soldiers being 
fubjcs^ted to the military Law?, dare not attempt to oppoie 
the Will of their Superiors; but why ftiould wc expc£l from 
them a greater Deference to theJr Officers than from the 
People to the Jaftices. And give me leave to hy. Sir, thai a 
Mutiny of the Army is more dangerous than a Mob of the 
People, for this plain Reafon » tlut the Punifhrnent which 
attends the one is but light, when compared with what is in- 
Itifled on the other. If one or two of the Ringleaders of 3 
Mob are made Examples, Sir, the Jutlice of their Country 
15 (ktisfied J but the Martial Law inflidts the Pain of Death 
upon every Man who is concerned in a Mutiny, For this 
Keafon^ Soldiers once engaged in a Mutiny will be more ob- 
flinatc and refra^ory than other People ; becaufe, though 
they Ihould lay down their Arm5, their Lives are forfeited ; 
fothat their real Safety lies in perfevcring in their Rebellion. 
Therefore, I think it is againA the Rules of good Policy,Sir, 
fbr us to keep up a Body of Men, who very probably ate 
minted with that Spirit of Dilobedlence that has gone abroad 
amongft our People, and from whom there U nothing fo bad 
but what we have to fear, ftiould this Spirit induce theuf to 
throw off the Allegiance due to their Superiors. 

* Thus far. Sir* I am of the iame Side of the Queftion 

with my worthy Friend who fits ove r- again Jl me. But, I 

' wiih the fame honourable GentLejosui had explitiDcd fome 
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Anno II Gee. n* Expreflions which he dropt with regard to the Law I have 

• iZT^^L, juft now taken the Liberty to mention. I am neither afliamed 

nor afraid to fay, that I had a great Hand in getting that 

Law pafTed ; and I think, though we had even paid the Smn 

for it, which the honourable Gentleman has mentioned, we 

bought it cheap ; for it was paying 70,000 Pounds for infiur- 

ing the Health and Strength of a whole People. As for the 

Inconveniences that may arife from the Execution of thb 

Law, I am fenfible there are feveral ; but, Sir, I believe as 

few as ever attended the Execution of a Law, fo unpopolar, 

. and at the fame Time fo nec-.ff'ry. However, if the fiir- 

ther Conflderation of that Liw fliould come before us, at I 

believe. Sir, it foon may, I (hall very willingly concur with 

any Motion that can put us in a Way of making it lefs fob* 

je^ to Abufe. In the mean time I am of Opinion, Sir, that 

it will greatly contribute to the Safety of our Conftitution, 

and the Reformation of Manners amongfl the common Pico- 

pie, if we agree to the propofed Redudlion.* 

Jofeph Danvers Efq; fpoke next, as follows : 

Sir, 

Jofeph Duren. , ^g jj^yg j^j ^ g^^j jg^ of Debate this Night abont 

theConftitution and Government of this and other Nations; 
and there is no Queftion, Sir, but there are many di£[erent 
ones in the World. But I believe the People of Great Bri- 
tain are governed by a Power that never was heard of as a 
fupreme Authority in any Age or Country before. This 
Power, Sir, does not coniift in the abfolute Will of the 
Prince, in the Diredion of Parliament, in the Strength of 
an Army, in the Influence of the Clergy ; neither. Sir, is it 
a Petticoat Government; but. Sir, it is the Government rf 
the Prefs. The Stuff which our weekly News Papers are 
filled with, is received with greater Reverence than A£b (^ 
Parliament ; and the Sentiments of one of thefe Scribblen 
have more Weight with the Multitude than the Opinion of 
the bell Politician in the Kingdom. This is the true Rea- 
fon, Sir, why Prudence obliges us to agree to the keeping 
up the Number of Forces that was firft propofed. For my 
own Part, it is very well known that I hate a Standing Ar- 
my as I hate the Devil : But, hateful as it is, I 6» not know 
how we could live without it. And if the propofed Reduc- 
tion were to take Place, the firft Thine I ihould do, would 
be to (hut up Houfe in the Country, and come and live near 
Tuftice Deveil ; fori do not fee that any Man is iafe, onlefi 
he lives either near him, or in a Barrack. 

* Some Gentlemen have been at great Pains to ridicule the 
Fears of the Pretender as being chimerical j but. Sir, I have 
Letters in my Pocket, which muft convince every impartial 
Ferfbn, that we have more to fear from the Jacobite Faftion, 

than 
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than fome Gentlemen feem to believe we liave, iTierefort, ' ^Jl:[^' * 
Sir, I {hall beg leave to enter into the Particulars of an im- ^,.^,*■^^^!/X^^ 
f udent treafonablc Proceed jxig, th4at happened within thefc 
few Days within the Town of Leicefter, On the firll Dsy^ 
Sir, of this very Month, feveral Papers were found pofted 
up within that Town, containing the moft impudent aiid 
treafonable Infults upon his Mijefty and the Government, 
that, I believe, were ever yet committed at a Time when 
there was no open Rebellion in the Nation. They contained 
no lefe, Sir, than an Alarm to the People, in favour of the 
pretender, and imported a Refoludon of procUiming him the 
^ tenth of June ; which. Sir, by the way, is his Birth-Day. After 
an Infult of thisNature, Sir, eomniicted in Defiance of ihe Go- 
vernment, in a Country Town, will any Man fay that we have 
nothing to fear from the Jacobite Fa&ion? Or can we imagine 
that the Authors of thefe tr^fonable Libels have no Abettors 
in the Country ? They have, Sir, I am afraid , but too many, 
and were t>ur regular Forces to be reduced,! believe they would 
4av« more flill ; and they would foon come from threatening 
to ailing- The QueHion, then, Sir, among the Populace, would, 
not be, Who b for the King, or who is for the Pretender ? 
They would only ask,Who is for, or vvho h againil the Go- 
vernment ? And every Man, Sir, who Ihould afl againft 
the Government » be his Motive, Ambition j Difguft, Dif- 
appointment, Principle, Revenge, or any other Caufe wlat- 
ever, fuch a Man, Sir, would be fure to have them for his 
Friends ; for it is Recommendation enougl; to them, if he 
js an Enemy to the Governnient, no Matter to whom he is a 
Friend. Therefore, Sir,. I think the Safety of the Nation, 
at prefent, requires that we fliould make no Redu^on of 
our Forces * 

Upon the Report which was made by the Chairman of the 
Committee next Day to the Houfe, the Eilimate for tiie Re- 
giment to be fcnt to Georgia was objcdcd to, by fome Gen- 
tlemen who rpoke in the foregoing Debate agaioft the Refo- 
lutiont Accordingly a Delirate eniued. 

tCbionel Mordaunt. 
Sir, 
• I am furprifed to find that fome Gentlemen do not di- cai. Mofdumu 
flingtiifti between the Army now propofedtobe kept op, and 
that Sort of Standing Armies which the Whigs in former 
^Jleigns fpoke and wrote fo much agaioft. The Whigs, 'tis 
Hinie, have always been againft keeping up Standing Armies 
^Bn Time of Peace by the fole Authority of theKing,and with- 
^fcutConfent ofParliamentj but no Whig ever laid that it 
^^was inconlidcnt with, or that it would bt dangerous lo our 
ConAitution, to keep a few regular Troops in Pay for one' 
^Ycar, In cafe the Parliament ihgold upon mature Delibera- 
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tion conclude, that fuch a Thing was neceflkrjr, either toe 
the fec'iring the Peace and Quiet of the Nation againft die 
fecret Defigns of foreign or domeftick Enemies, or for giT- 
ing Weight to any foreign Negotiation our Government 
inig?^t then have upon the Carpet. This, I fay, Sir, no Wh^ 
ever oppofed j and for this Reaibn, the Words, • unlefs it be 
withConfent cf P«>rliament-/ were inferted in the Dedan- 
tion of our Rights and* Liberties, which was preiented to the 
then Prince and Princefs of Orange at the Revolution, and 
^hich may properly be called the fecond Magna Charta of 
this Nation. 

* If the Whigs of thofe Days had been of the fame Opi- 
nion which fome Gentlemen feem now to be of; if they 
had thought that the keeping up an Army of any Kind, tx 
for any Time, was inconfiftent with our G)nftitution, that 
Article in the Declaration would certainly hav^ flood thus : 
** That the raifing or keeping a Standing Army within the 
Kingdom, in Time of Peace, is againft Law :** And I mnft 
leave to Gentlemen to confider, whether fuch a Dedaratioii 
would not have been in itfelf ridiculous ? For my own Par^ 
I muft be of Opinion, that it would have been a little in-* 
confident with common Senfe to have declared, that an Ar- 
my kept up by the Authority, and with the Confent of 
King, Lords, and Commons, was an Army kept up aninft 
Law ; for it would, in my Opinion, be the fame wira de- 
claring, that a Law agreed to by all the Branches of our Le- 

S'flature was againfl J^Wi This, Sir, the Whigs of thofb 
ays were fenflble of; and if they were now alive, they 
would be far from pretending to fay, that it was inconfiflent 
with the Principles of a true Whig, to give his Vote for 
keeping up, for one Year, by Authority of Parliament, fudi 
a Number of regular Troops, as he thought abfolutely ne- 
ceflary for the publick Good of the Kingdom. 

* I have always gloried. Sir, in being thought a Whig i 
I hope Ifhall never, by my Behaviour, either in this Houfey 
or without Doors, give the leaft Occafion to the World to 
think other^vife of me ; and for this very Reafon I am for 
keeping up an Army, because I think the keeping up of an 
Army abfolutely necef&ry for fupporting the Whig Interefl, ■ 
and preferving the Peace and Quiet of the People. In every 
Difpiite that has happened of late Years about our Army, I 
have looked upon the Queflion to be chiefly, whether Whig 
or Tory fhould prevail ? And as I have always thought, as, I 
believe, every unprejudiced Whig in the Kingdom thinks, that 
if the Army fhould be disbanded, or very much reduced, the 
Tory Intereft would prevail; therefore I have generally 
been againfl fuch Redu^ions, and always fhall be extremely 
cautious of agreeing to any fuch Propofition, Nay, I am. 
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fo firmly attached to the Whig Intereft, that if T fliould 
think four Times the Number of Troops abfolutely neceilary 
for fuppordng that Imercil, I would be for keeping up a 
Standing Aimy four Times a3 numerous as that we have now 
on Foot, 

* That there are Difcontents among the People, Sir, and 
that thofe Difcontents arc too genera^ 1 fhall readily agree; 
but whether they are owing to Difaffeftion, I Ihall not pre- 
tend to determine ; I am fure they are not owing to Reafon; 
for there is no Country in the World where the Libertiesand 
Properties of the Subjeft are more facredly preferved, nor 
are there any Subje^rs who pay kfs for the Eafe and Security 
they enjoy, than the Subjcd:s of this Kingdom ; . but there 
are foine Men who feem to think they ought to pay nothing, 
nor be at any Trouble, forpreferving to themfelves the Blef- 
fings of Peace and Security, To pleafe fuch Men, or to pre- 
vent their being diflitisfied, ij impoJTible; for Government 
muil always be expen/jve : Some Men rauft be employed fdt 
managing and tranfafting the Affairs of the Society, and 
Jbme muH now and then expofe themlelves to Danger for 
the Defence of the Society ; and it is both reafonable and ne- 
ceflary, that thofe who fpend their whole Time, or a great 
Part of their Time, in Government Affairs, as well as thofe 
who venture their Lives for the Prefervation of others, fhouM 
be rewarded by thofe, who by their Means are enabled ta 
proiecutc their own private A ffain with Safely, and without 
Interruption. There are other Men, and thofe not a few, 
who sre fo fond of Novelty and Change, that they are con- 
tinually wiihing for publick Convultiom and Revolutions : 
Such Men are of fo odd a Temper, that they become diila- 
tisfied with the Security they enjoy, and a long uninterrupted 
Courfe o€ publick Happinefs renders them conipleatly mife- 
rable^ and there are othen, who never can be pleafed, un- 
lefs they have the intire Dire^ion of all publick Af^irs; 
therefore when they are not employed, and chiefly employ- 
ed, they ajc continually fpreading virulent Libels, and fcdi- 
tious Pamphlets again ft thofe that are, by which Means 
many unwar)' Perfons are caught, and are made to believe, 
that the Nation h ruined ''and undone, though every Man in 
the Nation, who is tolerably frugal and induftrious, finds 
himlelf in an eafy and thriving Condition. Thefe are three 
of the Caufes of iho(e Difcontents that prevail at prefent a- 
mong the People ; and if to thcfe we add downright Difaf- 
fedJon, which I am afraid is much more general than fome 
Gentlemen imagine, I believe we may account for ajl our 
Difcontents, without loading our Government with being 
the Caufc of any of them, except thofe ef the fecond Sort I 
li^ve mentioned J for to the wife and ileady Condud of our 
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A^jJjyJ*' "' ' Government, we mull attribute the long and uninterraptd 
publick Happinefs we have enjoyed, and confequently tk 
Dillatisfaflion of all thofe, wlio are fond of Novelties and 
Changes: 

* But, Sir, let the Caufe of our'Difcontents be whatil 
will, they are fo general, that if it were not for our Atiny, 
I am convinced our prefent Eftabliftiment wouM be 
in great Danger of being overturned ; I am convinced U 
Majelly could not live in Safety in St. Jame^^s Palace ; my, 
I doubt if oar prefent Royal Family could remain three 
Days in the Kingdom : Therefore, as a Standing Army ii 
at prefent abfolutely neceflary for preferving our hxppf 
Eflablifliment, for the Security of our Royal Family, and 
for defending his Majefty*s Perfon, no Gentleman, who lias 
a true Regard for any of the three, can be againft keepng 
up a Standing Army by Authority of Parliament, at leifi 
for this enfuing Year ; and as I am convinced, that a bfi 
Number of regular Troops than we have at prefent, wiD 
not be fufficient for thcfe great Ends, I muft be againft die 
Reduction propofed, or any Reduction that can be propoftd 
at prefent. 

< I fay. Sir, I &m now againft any Reduflion that can be 
propofed; for tho* I do not think we can now with Safetjf 
make the leaft Reduftion of our Army, yet in a few Ycsoi, 
perhaps next Seffion, I may be of a different Opinion. I 
ihall always think that we ought never to keep a greater 
Number of Troops in Pay, than is abfolutely neceiury fir 
prefefving the Peace and Tranquillity of the People ; bat 
my Way of thinking in this Refped does not pnKced fna 
any Apprehenfions I am under, that an Army kept ap m 
the fame Method of our prefent Army is, can ever fap 
of any dangerous Confequence to our Conftitation. No^ 
Sir, it proems entirely from the Expence, which neceffir 
lily attends the keeping np of a Standing Army i which 
"Expesice the People muft be loaded with ; and I (hall ncfcr 
be for loading the People with any greater Expence, than I 
think abfolutely neceflary for their Prefervation. For this 
Heafon, I hope we may foon have an Opportunity of 
giving the People a little Eafe, by making a Reduflion in 
our Army ; becaufe I am of the fame Opinion with mf 
honourable Friend near me : I believe the DifailedioB, 
which I take to be- the chief Caufe of our prefent DilcoB- 
tents, will diminifli by Degrees, nay, I hope it will' in t 
few Years totally evanifli j and if there were no coniideraUe 
Difaffeftion, nor any great Number of Jacobites in die 
Kingdom, I am convinced a much fmaller Number of 
Troops than what we have now on Foot, would be fuffideot 
for keeping in Awe thofe Men, who are difcontented only 
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becaufc they are not employed, and Ufa thofe wbo are Am* n <^«-«' 
fond of Changes and Revolutioni, as well as thore who t^^^S^ 
are fo unrcafonablc as to expcft that their Lives, Liberties, 
and b'ortunei, ihould be preJeived, without their being ever 
obliged to expofe themfelves to any Danger, or to put them- 
felvea to any Trouble or Ex pence, on tlut Account. 

* When the difafFefled Party becomes inconfvderable, I 
Jhall with Pleafure, Sir, give jny Conient for making a 
Hcdudion in our Army ; but ""till then I cannot agree to it ; 
and I mull i'^y, I cm never fuppofe the difaiFefted Party in- 
confiderable, as long as I fee tlie Difcontented numerous, 
tvitbout an appartnt Caufe for fuch a general Difcontent, 
from fome notorious Oppreffions or Ma.lv erfations in our Ad- 
jninirtration ; for unlefs iome Caufe be evident, I fhall 
always believe tliat moll of tbofe who appear difcontented, 
SLTe reaJiy difaffcftcd. As I muH look upon fuch a Difcontent 
as incurable, I (h4U always be for treating tbofe that 
are under it in the fame Way with Incurables of another 
Sort, that is, bypuuing it out of their Power to do Mifchief ; 
which cin be done only by keeping up a fufficient Number 
cf regular Troops. 

* But «vcn fuppofe. Sir, that the Difcontents of the 
^People proceeded from noiorioua Oppreifions or Malverfa* 
trona in our Govern ojent: Surely, no Gentleman wUl hy 
ctir Army ought lo be reduced before thofe Difcontents are 
removed in a proper and legal Way ; be^^ufe, by fo doing, 
jou would cncuufiigc your People to take Vengeance of 
thofe that kid injured them in a riotous and tumultuous 
J^lanner, which is a Mtthod of doing Juilice, that I am 
iure ought not to be encouraged in any well regulated Society. 
Jn fuch a Cafe, the only prudent Method we could take, is 
that which is prelcribed to us by our happy Conilitation* I 
mean that of a Pwliitmencaiy Enquiry 5 and after you have 
fariified your People by bringing the Guilty to condign Pii' 
miihmem, in a legal and Parliamentary Method, you might 
then with Safety venture to make a Redutlion of your Army. 

* Thus, Sir, if there are luch Difcoments in theNation, 
as the Gentlemen of the other Side of the Quellion feem to 
think there arc, let thofe Difcontents proceed from what 
Caufe youwiUjthe prefent muft appear to beavery improper 
Seafon for making any Reduction of your Army ; and as to 
the Charge of keeping up about 6000 Men for one Year 
only, whjch is ^1 the Diflerence between us, tho' I Htall 
grant it i$a Charge the Nation ought not to be unnecefTarl- 
Ty loaded with, yet it h not fo great, as. to make any con^ 
iiderable Addition to the publick Debta newly concrafled, 
nor can it greatly prevent our being able to pay off the old ; 
for tH Pilf^reooc ^ (o fixp^ncc* b«twe«« maintsining 
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1 8,000 Men,and maintaining i £,ooo for one Year tmiyjSm 
not exceed 216,000 /. which can make no very extraordinuy 
Figure in thepublick Accounts of this Nation, and moftlie 
looked on as a Sum moft wifely and frugally expended, b* 
caufe the Nation is thereby infured againit the vaifc Expenot, 
s(s well as Danger, the Naion would be put to, by an hdm- 
reflion or Invadion, which might probably be the Confe* 
quence of any prefent Reduflion of our Army . 

* But fuppole. Sir, there were no Difcontents or Difafic* 
tion among our People, fuppofe we were in no poffifak 
Danger of any Inrurre£tion or Invailon ; yet confideriif 
the prefent State pf our foreign Af&irs, confiderii^ ik 
precarious State of the Peace now fubfifting betnreenSpui 
and us, and the many Grounds of Quarrel we have withdut 
Nation, I muft think it would be very impmdent ia m, 
at prefent, to make any Redu£lion of our regular Troopi } 
for the Regard a Nation meets with in all foreign NqpXa- 
tions,very much depends upon the Opinion Foreigners hate ol 
her Power ; and that Opinion now depends chiefljr apod the 
Number of regular Troops fhe has in her Pay. Ncme of 
oar Neighbours put any Truft in their own Militia, wad 
therefore it cannot be fupofed they have any Regard for c«in^ 
or that they would fhew us any Refpe£t on Account of oar 
Militia were it in a much better Condition than it is in at 
prefent, or were it in as good a Condition as any Militia cu 
be put in.For this Reafon,to the End that this Nation may have 
its due Weight in all foreign Negotiations, we ought always to 
keep up a gwA Body of regular Troops; and particularly at pie* 
fent, if we have a Mind to obtain any Redrefs from Spain, ws 
ought not to reduce any Part of our Army ; fpr thatRedrefi 
muit be obtained either by Negotiation or by Force of Amu: 
If we propofe to obtain it by Negotiation, a Redaction of 
our Army would diminifh the Weight of any Negottation 
we can carry on for that Purpofe ; and if we propofe, or 
Ihould be obliged, tomakeUfeof Force for obtaining it; 
we muft father add to than diminiih our Army. From aH 
which I mufl conclude, that at prefent it would be highly 
imprudent in us to make any ReduAion, efpecially fucha 
confiderable Reduction as is now propofed. 

The Right Hon. Lord *Polwarth fpoke to this EScGt, vae. 
Sir, 

* I am forry to find the Opinions of onr Whig Anoefhir^ 
about Standing Armies, fo mucif miflaken as Uiey fecm to 
be by fome Gentlemen who have fpoke in this Debate ; for 
with Refpedb to the Effeds or Confequences of a Standing 
Army, it will appear that our Anceftors thought there was 
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no Difference, between a Standing Army kept up without ^^"^JJ^.^f" "* 
the Authority of a Parliament, and a Standing Army, or a 
tand Force, as the Courtiers affed:cd to call it, kept up 
from Year toYearby the Authority of Parliament.! fhall grant, 
that before the Revolution all oiir Difputes about Standing 
Armies, felated to fuchas were kept up by the fole Autho- 
rity of the King, and without Confent of Parliament : For 
before that Time no Whig fuppofed that a free Parliament 
would ever give their Confent to the keeping up of a Standing 
Army within the Kingdom inTime of Peace.TKis was the true 
Reafon for their agreeing to the infer ting thofeWords, " unlefs 
it be with Confent of Parliament," in the Declaration of our 
Kights and Liberties. By thefe Words they thought they 
co^d not in the leafl derogate from our Security, againft 
the keeping up a (landing Army in Time of Peace ; becauie 
they could not fuppofe that a free Parliament would ever 
confent to any fuch Thing : But if they hadforfeen or ima- 
gined, ^hat fome future Parliament might be prevailed on to 
give their Confent to the keeping up of a Handing Army in 
Time of Peace, that Article in tKe Declaration of oyr 
Rights and Liberties, -would certainly have been drawn up 
in- fuch Terms as not to admit of. any fuch nxcei^tion. 
They would not have faid, that the raifing or ktci-i..^ up 
a Standing Army within the Kingdom, in Time of Peace, 
is agafnflLaw; becaufe the ExprefSon would have been 
improper, and fuch as could not have been made Ufe of by 
any Man who underHood our Language ; but they might, 
and would have faid, that the raifmg or keeping up a Stand- 
ing Army within the Kingdom, in Time of Peace, is in- 
confiftent with our Conftitution j for tho* a Law agreed to 
by King, Lords, and Commons, cannot be iaid to be . a- 
gainft Law, yet it may be, and may properly be faid to be, 
inconfiftent with our Conftitution. If in fome future am- 
bitious Reign, and during the Courfe of a corrupt and de> 
pendent Parliament, our King,. Lords, and Commons, 
ihould agree to a Law for veiling an abl61ute Power in the 
Kling, fuch a Law could not be faid to be againila Law; 
but furely fuch a Law might {ffoperly be faid to be incon- 
.iiilent with our Conftitution. 

* I ftiall not fay. Sir, that the palling of a Law for pro- 
viding our King with fuch a Standing Army, as may be 
fufficient for enabling him to alfume an arbitrary Power 
whenever he pleafes, is a law of this Nature ; becaufe I 
am not of Opinion with Mr, Hobbes, that Power gives 
Right; but I muft be of Opinion, that he who gives ano- 
ther Man Power to take his Right from him, may in fome 
vieafure be faid to give up his Right; for Right is feldom 
of any Signification againft a Power Uiat cannot be refifted; 
^ Vol., V. ■ K • • aiid 
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Abm II ^. tt. and a ftanding Army kept up from Year to Year, by Autho- 
^^ * rity -of Parliament, is certainly as irrefiftible, and confer 
quently as inconfillent with the Prefervation of our Rights 
and Liberties, as a ftanding Army kept up from Year to 
Year without any fuch Authority. The Diftin£tion be> 
tween thefe two Sorts of ftanding Armies, is a Diftindioa 
which could not be made, nor ever was made, in this Kii^- 
dom, till the Year 1697 : Then, indeed, the Courtien, 
who were for obtaining the Confeht of Parliament to the 
keeping up of a ftanding Army in Time of Peace, fbund 
out this Diftinflion ; for I muft obferve, that in all Reigns, 
Courtiers feem to have been pretty quick at finding a Dif- 
tindlion without a Difference ; but when I reflect upon the 
TranfaAions of that Year, I am extremely furprized to 
hear any Gentleman affirm, that no Whig ever iaid, that it 
was inconfiftent with, or that it would be dangerous to, our 
Conftitution, to keep a few regular Troops in Pay for one 
Year, in Cafe the Parliament fhould give their GonienL 
Was not this the very Queftion then in Difpute ? And did 
not all the true Whigs range themfelves upon the affirma- 
tive Side of the Queftion ? Bid not they all, both in their 
Speeches and Writings, afHrm, that the keeping up of a 
ftanding Army from Year to Year, whether with or with- 
out the Confent of Parliament, would be of the moft daA- 
cerous Confequence to our Conftitution ? They did not then 
ny that the Parliament ought not to confent to the keeping 
up a ftanding Army in 'lime of Peace, becaufe wc were 
then dnder no Necemty for fo doing ; but they faid we never 
could be under any fuch Neceffity ; becaufe the Danger we 
fubje£ted ourfelves to, by keeping up a ftanding Army in 
Time of Peace, was greater, and more to be dreaded, than 
any other Danger we could ever be expofed to. 

• This, Sir, will appear from the whole Tenor and 
Spirit of the Pamphlets tkat were wrote by the ftaunch Whigi 
upon that Occafion ; particularly from the two Argtunents 
againft a ftanding Army, published in the Year 1697, ^ 
faid to have been wrote by a Gentleman, whom all the 
World muft allow to have bicen a true Whig, and an honeft 
Man ; I mean the late Mr. Trenchard, who in one of thefe 
Pamphlets exprefly fays, that an authorized ftanding Army 
(meaning an Army kept up by Authority of Parliament) 
is worfe than a foreign Invafion, and Conqueft from abrtad. 
This, Sir, he not only gives as his own Opinion, but he 
gives very fubftantial Reafons for fupporting his Opinion. 
That honeft Gentleman was in the fame Cafe with many 
Gentlemen now in this Houfe : He coidd not diftingoifh, at 
Icaft he could find but very little DifFerence,between a ftand* 
ing Army kept up by Authority of Parliament, and I 
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ftanding Army kept apwithout any fuck Authority ; for he A*n«^i» t^. 11- 
fays, the Army kept up by the late Jv. James were Aids and - ^ 
Inftruments of arbitrary Govenimenr, without any legal 
Authority, and therefore might have been rcfifted and re mo* 
ved as a. Nafance, as foon ;ts the Nation found itfelf abJe ; 
and an ATmy kept up by Authority of Parliamcnr, he 
likewife calls Aids and Intlrument? of arbitrary Govern- 
ment; but, fays he* iheyarc legal Inftruments, and there- 
fore may enilave us by Authority ; nor can they be refilled, 
bccaufe they can plead our own Ail and Deed againfl us. 
So that in this Gentleraan's Opinion, a ilaading Army kept 
up by Authorit)^ of Parliament, j$ worfe than a landing 
Army kept up without any fuch Authority ; and therefore, 
if he were ilill ab've, we may fuppofe he would infift upon 
its being inconfiftent with the Principles of a true Whig, to 
give his Vote in Parliament for keeping up a {landing Army, 
but for one Year i for he then fore to Jd what we have fincc 
in Pare found by Experience to be true, that by the Parlia- 
ment *s giving its Content for keeping up a Handing Army jnr 
Time of Peace, but for one Year, the Courtiers always 
mean aConfent for keeping it up tn Secula Seculorum. 

* Having thus. Sir, ftiewti the true Sentiments of the old 
Whigs, and by that Means juHified their Memory againft 
what I take-to be anAfpcrfion thrown upon their Under- 
ftanding^ I muil now endeavour to vindicate the prefcnt 
Whig Intereft, by Ihewing the Impropriety of that Compli- 
ment which the honourable Gentleman has been plea fed to 
pafs upon the Tories. He has told us, ihata ftanding Army 
is neceflary for pr^-fcrving the Whig Interefi, and that if our 
Army ihould be disbanded, or very much reduced, the Tory 
Interell would certainly prevail. God forbid. Sir, it fhoulJ 
befo! for if it were, I ant fure I fhould very foon be- 
come a Tary ; but I differ fo much from, the honourable 
Gentleman, that I am convinced the Whig Interelt never 
fill be fupported by an Army, nor can the Tory Interell ha 
ipported by any other Mcans.This Is my Opinion ; but as he 
and I probably differ extremely In what we call the Whig and 
thcTorylntereft,! mull explain what I mean by themjand what 
Sort of Gentlemen ought, in my Opinion, to be called Whigs 
or Tories. TheWhig Intereft I take to be that Party of Men in 
theKingdom,who have a due Reipect to the anticnt Powers and 
"•crogatives of the Crown, but think that they ought always 
be made fubfervsent to the publick Good, and that they 
e bounded by ?he Rights and Liberties of the People : 
he Tory Intercft, again, I take to be that Party of Men 
the Kingdom ,.w ho have fuch a Veneration for the Powers 
id Pcrogativcs of the Crown, as to thluk, that the publick 
Good may fometimes b^ nwde fubfervicni to them, and that 
they can be bounded by noth ng but the Pkafare of the 
^ Ka King 
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A»«» " o»- "• King and his Minifters. In fliort, the former is tlic PartjT 
that fets up for the Liberty of the Subjedt, without in- 
croaching upon any Power or Perogative the Crown can juftljr 
daim ; the latter is that which ^ts up for giving fuch a 
Loofe to the Powers and Perogatives of the Crown, as to 
leave no Liberty to the Subjeft. 

* Now, Sir, I do not call a Man a Whig or Tory from 
his Behaviour twenty, a dozen, or half a dozen Years agp: 
I give every Mnn the Denomination of Whig or Tory ac- 
cording to his prefent Behaviour. If a Man fet oat in the 
firftPart.ofhis Life with theCharafterofaTory, and a&cA 
as fuch for feveral ^Years, yet if he now appears in the 
Caufe of Liberty, and oppofes every Sdieme that he thinks 
may tend towards the Eftablifliment of arbitrary Powcfy I ' 
muA call fuch a Man a Whig, and while he behaves in the 
fame Manner, I (h:-.!! always fuppofe him to be in theWliig 
Intercfl. On the other hand, fuppofe a Man to have been 
twenty Years fmce, or but one Year fince, one of the moft 
zealous Aflcrtorsof Liberty in the Kingdom, yet if I fijjd 
that he is now a funguine Supporter of Prerogative, and rea- 
dy to contrive or agree to any Scheme that may tend to in- 
creafe tlie Power of the Crown, I rauft call fuch a Man a 
Tory, and I muft call that Intereft which he is ingaged in, 
the Tory Intereft. But I am apt to fufpedt that my honoor- 
able Friend calls this the Whig Intereft, and if fo, I fluJl 
readily agree with him, that what he calls the Whig Intereft, 
being that which I call the Tory Intereft,cannot be fupported 
without a Standing Army. This may be a prevailing Argu- 
ment with him for being againft any Redu£lion, but it is ail 
Argument that has a quite different Influence with me ; for I 
think no Intereft, nor any Partyof Men, ought to be fupport- 
ed, if a Standing Army becomes neceflary for their Support, i 
* I come now. Sir, to an Argument which I mention 
with Regret. I am forry to hear it faid by any Gentlemaa 
in this Houfe, that becaufe the People of this Nation are dif- 
contented, therefore they muft be oppreffed ; for whatever 
other Gentlemen may think, I take this to be the true 
"Meaning of the Argument, when they {ay, That becaufe 
the People are difcontented, therefore a numerous Standing 
Army muft be kept up for keeping them in Obedience. To 
juftify their making ufe of this Argument, we are told that 
the prefent Difcontents among the People are chiefly owing 
to Difaffeftion. If this were the. Cafe, I muft confeft I 
fliould be under a very perplexing Dilemma between the Re- 
gard I have for the illuftrious Family now upon the 
Throne, and the Regard I have for the Liberties of my 
Country ; but, thank God ! this is far from being the Cafe ^ 
there is not the 1^ Pretence for faying that any of our pre- 
sent 
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lent Difcontents are ©wing to DiikfFedion, bfrcaufe in all a^«o"- <^- *"- 
the Riots and Tumults we have lately hnd, there has not 
been the Icaft Mutteriog heard a gain ft the King, nor the 
leaft Imlignity offered, no not fo much as to any Servant 
belonging to the Royal Family; and if any ofthefe Mobs 
or Riots had proceeded from Difaffedlion, if die People had 
been i'pirJeed up by Jacobites, if they had been governed by 
any Sort of Jacobite Principles, or if they had entertained 
in their Hearts any Sort of Rancoar, Malice, or DifaJfFeflioii 
againit the Royal Family, we cannot fuppofe them fuch Po- 
litician, or that they would have put fuch a Reftraint upon 
their private Sentiments, as not to ihew the leaft Sign of 
"them upon fuch Occafioni. 

* This fhews, Sir, how groundlefs it is to pretend that oar 
prefentBoyal Family could not remain chjreeDays inEngland, 
if it were not for our regular Troops, elpeclally tjjiat fuch a 
numerous Standing Army as we have at prefent, is neccflary 
for defending his Majelly's Pcrfon from Infults or Dangers. 
No, Sir, wiiarever may be the Cafe of Jbme of thofe who are 
near St, James''s Palace, I am furehisMfijelty and all the reft 
of the Royal Family might remain at St.Jamea*sFa]ace,or any 
other Fart of the Kingdom, in the utmoll Safety, tho^ neither 

\ of them, had any fuch Thing as that now caJled a Soldier to 
attend iKem. Of this now we have a glaiing Proof every 
j X)ay before our Eyes. His Royal Highnefi the Prince of 
"Wales has at prefent no Guards to attend him : He pafles 
every Day to and fro in the Streets of London, and travels 
|«very where about London, without fo much as one Soldier 
to guani him : Kay he has not fo much as one Gentry upon 
^is Houfe in St. James''s Square ; and yet his Royal Highncis 
QiveSj I believe, in as great Security at his Houfe in Stjames*s 
[Square, without one Gentry to guard him, as his Majefty can be 
fupposM to do inSt James'&Palace with all theGuardj about him/ 
Mr. Lyielton fpoke next in Subftance thus : 
Sir, 

* By what I can coUc*£it from the long DebSfe we have had ^' lytfHw. 
topon this Quellion, X Jind the three chief Arguments made 
[ufc of again ft the Kedudion propofed are, the Fears we are 

wnder from the Pretender, the Difcontents that are among 
our People, and the Care we ought to take of prefervingtliaC 
Weight and Influence, which this Nation ought to have in 
all foreign Negotiations, Thefc, Sir, are tJie Reafons, 
and thefe only are given as the Reafons, for keeping up the 
jTame Number of meKcnary Troops but for this infuidg 
Year, which I muft think is a little furprifingi for if there 
he Any Weight in any of thefe Reafons, 1 think it may be 
eafily ihewn, that they will always be as good as they are at 
iwcfent i and thcrefore,if any one of them be an Argument for 
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keeping up the fame Number of mercenary Troops bat ftf 
one Year longer, it mufl be an Argument for keeping op de 
fame Number for ever. Nay, I believe every one of thai 
will gather new Weight every fucceeding Year, ad 
however imaginary they may be at prefent, I am tfnai 
they will at lafl become real, and may become gni 
Reafons, not only for keeping up the fame Number we haie 
at preient, but for keeping up a much greater Number : In 
even convinced they will at laft become good Reafons for ii* 
troducing and keeping up a large Body of foreign meroenuy 
Troops ; for if our People ihould become generally di&fid' 
ed, as well as difcontented, onr Government could not n> 
ly upon an Army raifed and recruited from a People ge* 
rally difafFeded : The Soldiers, atleafl, of fuch an Amy, 
would be apt to embrace the hrA Opportunity for foUnriif 
their natural Inclinations. 

< As to the Difcontents that are faid to be at prefeat ft 
general among our People, I muft with Sorrow confefi that I 
think they are but too general ; but I think their Cauie* arefe 
from being fuch as have been afligned. An hon. Gentleman ba 
indeed given us a very ingeniousDefcription of what he takaH 
be the Caufes of our prefent Difcontents ; butthefe Caaio^Sii^ 
are fuch as muft for ever fubfift, and muft for ever prodntf 
the fame EfFe^ ; fo that if there are no Difcontents in At 
Nation, but what proceed from one or other of thefe CaxSot 
we can never exped; to fee an End or a Diminution of o* 
Difcontents, and confeqiHently we can never expeft to fteai 
End or a Diminution of oar ftanding Army. The firft tiRH 
I mean the Difcontents of thofe, who are fo unreafonabk 
to expe£l Safety and Security, without their being at a» 
Trouble orExpenoe for that Purpofe, and the Diicontenti a 
thofe who are fo fond of Changes, as to risk their own Db- 
ibu&ion rather than not to have one, mud both be peipetoal; 
for if there are any fuch Men in the Kingdom as either of 
thefe, there is no Reafon to expeft they wiU ever be fewer: 
Nay, as thefe Caufes are fuch as proceed from die Natuie d 
Mankind, they are fuch as muft not only for ever fubfifl,brt 
mufl in every Nation fubfift ; and confequently, the D^ 
contents proceeding from thefe, muft be a Reafon for keepiB| 
a numerous ftanding Army on Foot, not only at all Timiii 
but in all Nations. From hence I may fay, thatfome flf 
our Neighbours, as well as we, are much obliged to the ho- 
nourable Gentleman, fojr fumiftiing them with a Pretence isr 
keeping up great Armies, which I amperfuaded nonecf 
them ever thought of before. But every Man who knom 
any Thing of the Nature of Mankind, muft be conrincd 
that there cannot be in this Nation, nor in any other, i 
great Number of fuch Men ; and therefore no GovenUDoU 
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^an Hand in need of a numerous mercenary Army^for keeping a^ua u Ceo. ir. 
fuch Men in Obedience, '^^ 

* Another Caufe, Sir, which the honourable Gentleman 
lias been pleafcd to affign for oor Difcontents, h likewife a 
Caufe which muft for ever, and every where, fubfift, becaufc 
it depends upon the Nature of Mankind ; and it muft in every 
free Country produce the (kme Effects iC does in thh. In 
every free Country the People have a Right to make their 
own Liws, and to enqalrc into the Adminiftration of [hetr 
publick Affdirsi therefore they have a Right to know what 
may be faid for or againft either. In fuch Countries, ihe 
jnoft wife and juft Adminiftration^ the moft prudent and ne- 
cefiary Laws or pablick Meafurcs, may be traduced and mif- 
leprefented by fome Men, for felA^b Ends ; but in every fuch 
Difpute, the Government haSj from the very Nature of a!l 
Governments, a great Advantage : Thofe who fpcak or 
write againft the Mcafures of the Government, even fup- 
' pofing thofe Meafures to be oppreifive and unjuft, or abfurd 
and ridiculous, are always under a gr^t Reftraint ; they arc 
always in Danger of exceeding thofe Bounds thatare prcfcribed 
by the L^ws of their Country, and Have often fuffered fevere- 
ly on that Account : On the other Hand^ thofe who fpeak 
or write in fupport of fuch Meafures, are never under any 
fuch Reftraint, and are always richly rewarded; which is' 
an Encouragement their Anragoniib can fd dom expeft, 
and much fcldomer meet with. For this Rcafon it 15 Jnv- 
pofliWe to fuppofe, that by any Sort of Enquiry, by any 
Sort of Writing or Speaking, any general Difcontent cm be 
Taifed againft a juft and wifcAdminiftration: On the con- 
trary, the more their Meafures are canvaftcd, the more ge- 
neral Satisfaftion they mull give; for Troth always appears 
brighter, the more it is expofed to the Light, 

The next Caufe of Difcontent, which the honourable 
Gentleman has been pleafcd to call downright DifafFeftion, 
is, 'tis true, fomething peculiar to this Nation ; but ihis 
Caufe muft likewife for ever fubfift, becaufe, I believe, we 
fliall always have a Popifti Pretender without, and fome few 
Papifts within the Kingdom : Nay, I know riot but that we 
may always have fome Protcftant^ poireffed with the Notions 
of paflive Obedience and Non-refiftance, however ridiculous 
they may appear to thofe who can reafon coolly upon the Sub- 
jca*, but J am fure the Number of this Sort of Proteftants, 
is not confiderable at prefent, nor is the Number of Papifts (o 
confiderable as to afford any Colour for laying, that down- 
right DKaffcaion is one of the principal Caufes of thofe Dif- 
contentt, which are at prefent fo gencml among our People. 

* Thus, Sir, I have fhewn, I think^ that all the Caufes O'F 
Difcontent, that have been aftlgned by thofe who argue in fa- 
vour of* ftaudiug Army, arc fuch as muft for ever fubfift, and 
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Anno II. Ceo. u. fuc]i ^ jnufl alwsys have the fame EfTect they have at prefat;! 
*'""' ■ fo that if there are now no Difcontents among us, but fudt 
proceed from one or other of thcfc Giufes, our Difcoment^i 
I have (aid, mud always be as general as they are at |n-| 
fent, and confequently we mufl always have the fame R» 
fon for keeping up the fame Number of mercenary Trx^: 
But lam of Opinion,that moll of our prefentDircontents pn> 
ceed from very different Caufcs, and that the keeping upcf 
fuch a numerous (landing Army within the Kinedom, ii 
Time of Peace, is one of the chief, tho' not the only Oak, 
of moft of our prefent Difcontents. The honourable Go- 
tieman haa told us, that none of our Difcontents can h 
owing to Reafon, becaufe there is no Country in the Worid 
where the Liberties and Properties of the Subject are moie 
Ikcredly preferved, nor are there any Subjects who pay kfi 
for the Eafe and Security they (.njoy, than the Subjects of 
this Kingdom. This may, perhaps, be his Opinion ; hot 
even he himfelf mufl acknowledge there arc Multituda of 
Men in the Kingdom, who think olherwife ; Men who ait 
neither Jacobites, nor fond of Changes, nor fuch as woidd 
grudge to pay their proportionable Share towards eveiy ne- 
ceflhry publick Expence. Can any M; n think his Property 
iacredly preferved, when he is obJigcJ «;> pay heavy Tan 
for fupporting a publick Expcncc, tor which he thinks then 
is not the leall Occafion ? This is the Gife of moft Men in 
the Nation : I believe nine Parts in ten of our People thidt 
I ftanding Army of 1 2,000 Men, more than we have Oc* 
cafion for in Time of Peace ; therefore nine Parts in fen 
of our People mull think the keeping up of the fupemume* 
rary 6,000 a publick Expencc for which there is not the 
leall Occafion, and confequently, nine Parts in ten of our 
People muft think their Property is not fo facredly prefir- 
ved as it ought to be. ' Can any Man think either his XJber- 
ty or Property fecure, who thinks that both depend upon ^ 
Moderation of a Court, and the Honour of a mercenanr 
Army ? This I think has been clearly fhewn, in the Courfe 
of this Debate, to be our Cafe at prefent, and that it muft 
always be our Cafe as long as we keep fuch a numerous mer- 
cenary Army within the Kingdom ; and no Man who thinlcs 
fo, which is, I believe, the Cafe of moll thinking Men in 
the Kingdom, can think either his Liberty or Property b 
fecure as it ought to be. 

The Liberties and Properties of the Subject may be as fe^ 
cure and as facredly preferved in this, as in any neighbouriog . 
Country ; but this. Sir, is not fufHcient.If our Neighbours are 
all Slave&,are we to be pleafed with being lefs Slaves,or hap- 
pier Slaves, than they ? No, Sir : Nothing can pleafe oar 
People, nor ought they to be pleafed with any Thing left 
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an having their Liberties and Properties as fecure and as fa- 
cre<J!y prderved, as they ou^lit to be by the Nature of trnr 
Conrtitutioo; aud thb they never can, a^long ns we unne- 
t^eilarily keep up a numerous Standing Army in Tinic of 
Peace. It is not therefore a comparative, it is a real Secu- 
rity our People expe<^ ; and everyone muft be difcontented, 
who tliinlsa he does not enjoy that Security. Ttis, J fay, Sir^ 
is one of the chief Csufes of our prefent Difcontents ; and as 
it has been admitted onalJ bides, that Diltontent may at laft 
deviate into Difaffedion,tIiofe who are really afr.iid of thePre- 
Cender^and have nocliing e]fe to fear, ought, and certainly will, 
be for removing thia Caufe of Difcontent as foon as po/Rbl*. 

* It may, £s I have faid, Sir, be true, that jn this Goun- 
fry the Liberties and Properties of the Su.bje£lare aa facredly 
preferved as in any other ; but I am furprifed to hear it faid, 
that there arc no Subjects who pay leis for the Eafe and Se- 
curity they enjoy, than the Subjeds of this Kingdom ^ for { 
will venture to afHrm^ and, if it were neceflkry, I could 
from Calculation and Comparifon make it appear, that the 
Taxes paid by the People of this Kingdom yearly^, amount 
to a greater Sum, in Proportion to their Numbers, than is 
paid yearly by any People, I believe, under the Sun ; there- 
fore^ if there beany publick Expence iocurred, that is not 
abfolutely oecefiary, or if any Man has of late Vearg with 
Impunity involved the Nation in Expences, which were 
not neccflary, whoever thinks fo, mull liave Reafon to be 
difcontented, without imputing bis Difcontent to any of the 
Ciufes thehon. Gentleman has. been^plcafed toaflignj and I 
am afraid there arc but too many who think fo i hni whether 
they have juflGround to think fo. I (hall not take upon me to 
determine. If thej have not, fureJy fotne proper Methods may 
be found, to perl wade them they are in the wrong ; for to 
pretendi to convince them by a Standing Army, J muft look 
on to be the fame with that Method of Arguing, which Popifti 
Inquifilions make ufe of for the Converfion oi Hcretkksand 
In£delj| or, as a facetious Author of our own hasexprelTed It, 
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Such ai do build their Faith upn 
The holy Text of Pike and Gun * 



* I come now, Sir, to the third Reafon that has been 
iniifted on for our keeping up the fame. Number of regular 
Troops, which is, Thatu is necellkry for prefer viog the 
Weight and Jnflaence this Nation ought to have xn all fo- 
reign Ne^tiations. This iikcwife is brought as a Reafon 
for keeping up the fame Number of Forces, only for this 
enfuing Year j bat does no! every one fee, that this muil be 
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*°^ "• ^ "* ^ ftrong a Reafon with next Seflion, and with every fucceed' 
\^^y\^ ing Seflion of Parliament, as it can be with the prefent ? If 
the Weight and Influence we now have in foreign Negotii' 
tions depend upon the Number of meranary Troops we 
keep in our Pay, what Reafon can be afligned for its not 
depending a Year hence, or two Years hence, upon the iame 
Caufe, as much as it can be fuppofed to do at prefent ? Thii 
Reafon, therefore, like the two former, muft be a perpetnl 
Reafon for keeping up the fame Number of meroenaiy 
Troops ; for I ^ncy it will not be fuppofed there qui ever 
happen a Time, when we fhall have no Occafion for having 
any Influence in foreign Negotiations; but this, Sir, can be 
no Reafon for keeping op a numerous Standing Arniv in 
Time of Peace, either in the prefent or any future Tune; 
for I am certain, the Weight and Influence of this Nation in 
foreign Negotiations of all Kinds, and in all Countries, moft 
depend upon the Wifdom of our Councils, and the Unitf 
and Confidence that fubfifls between our King and Peopki 
Our Neighbours are fully fenfible of the Power of this N»- 
tion, and will always have a due Regard for that Power, 
when they think it is united, and prudently diredted. Tiib 
we mny be convinced of from every Part of our Hiftoiy, 
and this is one of the ftrongell Arguments with me for r^ 
ducing our Army ; for by keeping up a numerous Staiiding 
Army in Time of Peace, we fliall always convince Foreign- 
ers, that tj-.cre are Difcords and Animofities between out 
Kingard People, or that there is great Folly in our Conndli; 
becaufe, ifthcreareno Difcords or Animofities between oia 
King and Peo pie, confidering the Situation of our Countiy, 
and the Superiority of our Fleet, we can have no Occauon 
for keeping up a numerous Land Army in Time of Peace; 
therefore no wife Adminiftration will put their People ts 
fuch an unneceflary Expence ; and no Foreigner will }ixn 
any great Regard for our Power, if it were much greater 
than it is, as long as they are convinced, that our Power ii 
difunited, or that it is under the Diredion of weak and ridi- 
culous Councils. 

* This, Sir, I am afraid is an EflTeft which we feel at 
prefent. We have for fo many Years kept up a numeroos 
Standing Army in Time of Peace, that Foreigners, I am a- 
fraid, begin to think the Power of this Nation is difanited,er 
notprudendy diredled; and therefore have not ftiewed ns 6 
much Regard, in fome late Negotiations, as they ought B 
have done. I am convinced they will find themfelves mif 
taken, if they ftiould at laft by their Conduft oblige as » 
makeufe of our Power, in order to convince them of their 
Error; for this is one of thofe few Errors which can be I^ 
moved only by Force of Arms j but a numerous Land Anof 
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B «an never be the moil proper Sort of Force for this Nation to ^^"^/,'f ^ "' 
" make ufc of, even for fuch a Purpofe i ajid much lefs can it 
be proper or ncccitary for us to provide any fuch Army, till 

» we have Occafionfpr them. Our Neighbours all know we 
can have fuch Aimies whenever we have a Mind, becaufe we 
have Money to pay for them i and if we cannot march them 
by Land, they Know we have an irrefiHible Fleet, which 
can convey ihem where-c^rer we pkafe to direS our Ven- 
, geancc. 

^L * With refpe^l to Spain, Sir, I am fbrry to fey it muil 
^ be confefled, that we have negotiated in vain, and they have 
plundered with Succefs for too many Years ; but what can 
thb be owing to ? Qin it be thought they are ignorant of the 
Power of Great Britain, or that they would dare to 11 ir it up 
to Vengeance, if they thought k were united, and wifely 
conduced : No, Sir, this is not to be prefumed : They ara 
certainly of Opinion, that there are Difcords and Animoilties 
fubfiJling between his Majeily and his People ; and this Mif- 
take of theirs can be owing to nothing but to our having kept 
up jn this liland, for fo many Years, fuch a numerous Stand- 
ing Army; therefore, if we expefl to obtain Redrefa from them 
by Negotiation, the moll proba-ble Way of fucceeding would 
be, to make an immediate Reduftion of our Army. Bnt fup- 
pofe we can expeft no fuch Thing ; fuppofe ^e are now 
fuHy convlnceij, that the only Way of obtaining Reparation 
mull be by Force of Arms, what Realbn t^ji we have for . 
keeping up a numerous Land Army for tha't Putpofe ? No 
Man will pretend, that in Cafe of a War with Spain, we 
can or ought toJnvadc that Kingdom with fuch a Land Force, 
as may be fuperior to any Army they can fend againft it: All 
we have Occafion for, is to fend a fuperior Fleet, with fome 
Land Forces on board, to infeft their Goafls, till we have 
brought them to reafonable Terms ; and tgr tliis Purpofe we 
could fpare Troops enough from. Britain and Ireknd, eyeti 
though the prefcnt Reduttion ihouH be agreed to ; or if we 
COuJJ not fpare enough of our own, what Ihould hinder us 
from hiring as many from fome of our Neighbours, as we 
can have Occafion for upon any fuch Occafion f 

* For this Reafon, Sir, I little expeded that the prefent 
Situation we are in with refpe^t to Spain, Iliould have been 
mentioned as a Reafon for L^nd Forces ; but T am furprif»l 
they fliould mention It for this Purpofe, after they had for- 

■ got to make the leafl mention of it, when they were rack~ 
H mg their Invention to find Reafons for the general Dif- 

■ content tfiAt reigns at prefent among our People j for can it 
K be qaeftioned but that the Etepredations and Barbarities com- 
mitted by the Spaniards with Impunity, for (b many Years, 
atamll our Merchants and Seameni oocaiiQa gre;it Difcon. 
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tents tnA great Heart -burnings among our People ? Eveiy 
Man who has been plundered, infulcea, or cruelly afed by 
theSpanurdst and who has complained in vain to thafe who 
are in Duty bound to give Ear to bis Complaints, muft be 
diflatiified ; and all thole who have heard their melarcholy 
Tale, nnuH: be diflktisfied, if they hsve any Regard for the 
Honour, the Trade, or the Hnppinefs of their native Coun- 
try, which muft all be greatly affected by fuiFering foch In- 
dignities to pafs onpuniftied. I hope we have always been, 
I hope we ftill are, in a Condition to take proper Vengeance, 
whenever we find that no Sort of peaceable Meafures can 
procure us Reparation or Security; but if we are not, I fu- 
fpe£t there mail be fonae Fault in oar late Condud ; and if 
there is, it ought to be inquired into in a proper Way, an4 
punifhed in a fevcre Manner: It would give fome Satlsfac- 
' tion to the Sufferers and to the People, to fee Jultice done 
upon thofe (if there be any fuch) who, by their ill Con- 
dud, have brought the Nation into fach a forlorn and help- 
lefs Condition. 

' This, Sir» leads me naturally to coniider a Suppofition 
that has been made, and an Argument for a numerous Standing 
Army that has been drawn from it, by an honourable Gen- 
tleman in this Debate, with both of which I am not a liitle 
iurprizftd. It has been fuppofed, that the Difcoments of 
our People proceed from notorious OppreBions or Malverfa- 
tions in our AdminiHration, and from thence it has been ar- 
gued, that our Army ought not to be reduced till the Au- 
thors of fuch Oppreflions and Malveirfations have been tried 
ajid puniihed in a proper and legal Method- With refped to 
any of.our prcfent Difcontents, or our preicnt Adminiftration, 
t am fure no fuch Suppofition can be made ; but allow me. 
Sir, to make fuch a Suppofition with refped to fo me future 
Adminiftration. Suppofe then, that in fome future Agej an 
Adminiftration, or a Set of MiniileKj or, ifyoupleafe, one 
prime and folc Minifter, ihould for feversl Years, under the 
Shadow ind Protection of a Standing Army, carry on oppref* 
five and ridiculous Meafuress would not thcfe Miniftcrs, 
or that MiniiVer, during that whole Time, endeavour to put 
the Army entirely under the Command of his Creatures and 
Dependants ? And would not he, at the fame T^me, endea- 
vour to bring as many of thofc Creatures and Dependants 
into Pail lament as poffibk ? By this latter Method he might, 
perhaps, be able to prevent any Enquiry or Profecution's be- 
ing brought into Parliament againft him ; and in cafe, by 
the Virtue, or the Refentment of the People, he Should fail 
in this Method of ptotefting himfelf, he might then proba- 
bly, by Means of the former Method, be able to treat the 
Pariiamcat as Oliver Cromwell treated the Parliament in bis 
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Time. Now, I wDuld be ghd to know, wlxat Gentleman *^n^,J^ ^* '*• 
wonld be Tuch a Fool as to move for any Sort of Profecution ""-** 
in ?a.rliaHieiit flgaioft a Mjnifler, who, he knew, had a 
Md-jority in that vety Parliament, that would jaftify him ac 
my Ra.t« : Or what Parliament would be fuch Fools as to 
begin & Preifecutjon againll a Mioifter, that had an Army 
£C his Beck fufficient for turning them out of Doors. 

* In every fuch Cafe, Sir, a Reduction of the Army muft 
be the ^il Step, that coald pofiibly with any Prudence be 
token ; for if the Friends of the People fhould find themfelves 
dijappointed in that Seep, k would be ridiculous, it would 
be Madnefs in them, to cxped Siiccefs in any legal Method 
they could take, for bringing the Authors of fach Oppreflions 
or MaJverfation5 to Juftice. 

* Bfit if they (hould fucceed in this, they might from theaeu 
conceive fome Hopes ; and the People would look upon it :is 
a preparatory Step for relieving them from all their Grie- 
vances : They would ihen begin to put a Truft and Confi- 
dence in their Parliajnent, and would wait with Patience for 
that Relief, which they faw their Parliament was about to 
give them j for there is no Example in our Hiilories, of our 
People's ever endeavouring to take Vengeance, or 1:0 do them- 
felvcs Juftice, in a riotous and tumultuous Manner, as loi^ 
as they have any Hopes of obtaining it in a legal or Barlia' 
mentary Methcd. Therefore, if ever this Nation ihouH 
happen to fall into fach unfortunate Circumftances, a$ have 
been fuppofed, a Redu^ion of the Army would be the moll 
proper Method the Parliament could lake, for preventing 
McJbs, Tumults, or Infurre^ions among the People ; and it 
would be the only Method, by which the Parliament, or at 
Icall the People's Friends in Parliament, could hope for Suc- 
cefa in their generous Deiign of relieving their Country. 

* Thus, Sir, 1 think I have Ihewn, that none of the Ar- 
guments made ofe of for our keeping up the lame Number 

^ of Forces for this enfuing Year, are fuch as can be of any 
' Weight, and that if they were now of any We^ht^ they 
Ate luch as not only muft have always the lame Weight, but 
muft every Year acquire an additional Weight: Therefore, 
with Mr. Trenchard, who has been already mentioned in 
this Debate, I mult conclude, that thofe who make ufe of 
foch Arguments, for keeping up fuch an Army for one Year 
only, are really in their Hear^ for keeping up fuch an Ar- 
my i« Sectc/a Stculamm \ and to make us fwallow this bit' 
ttx Pill the more glibly, we are told, why would yoti make 
ji Reduftion in yout Army ? The few additional Troops 
ytiu propose to reduce, colt the Nation but a mere TriAe 
y»r]y : You will fave but 2t6yOOol. a Year by the Rcduc- 
don propofcd I which can mtikc no extraordinary Figure in 
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^"TiV.S"''"* *^® pablick Accounts of this Nation. What Figarc fuch 3 
Saving may make in that Gentleman's Eyes, I do not know. 
Sir; but a Saving of 2 16,000 1. will, I am fure, make a' 
very confiderable Figure in the Eyes of every Gentleman, 
who is not accuftomed to deal in Millions. Even this Saving 
alone for twenty Years paft,* would have paid off above fix 
Millions of publickDebt ; for an Annuity of 2i6,ogo1. at 
Four per Cent, compound Intereil, amounts in twenty Years 
to near 6,500,000!. and notwithftanding the great Debt we 
owe, I muft think that a Payment of 6,500/0001. would 
make no irfconfidepible^ Figure, when compared with the 
Sum Total of our publick Debts. But this is not all j for 
if we had reduced our Army twenty Years fince to twelve 
thoufand Men, we might long before now have reduced 
them to a much lefs Number ; for the Nature of a Standing 
Amiy is fuch, that the more you reduce it, the more you 
may, and the more you increafe it, the greater Reafon will 
you always have to increafe it. 

* Every one knoWs, Sir, how our Parliamentary Armies 
have increafed, fmce the Year 1697, which was the firft 
Time fuch a Thing was introduced by Confent of Parlia- 
ment. It was thdn afked but for one Year, but the Nation 
has n6ver fince been able to get rid of it, and it has vaiUy 
incrAfed fince that Time. I doubt much if it is yet come 
to its full Growth; for I do not know but that twenty 
Years hence, or under fome future Adminiftration, I may 
fee a Standing Army of thirty thoufand thought as neceflkry, 
and agreed to by Parliament as unanimoufly, as an Army 
of eighteen thoufand is now. Even this very Year, though 
DO Addition has been made to our Troops here in Britain, 
yet an Addition of one Regiment is, I hear, to be made, or 
has already been made, to our Troops in the Plantations. 
I do not fay. Sir, but that it was neceflkry to fend fome ad- 
ditional Troops to that Country. I wiRi moft of the 
Troops we now have in Great Britain, were* always kept 
there. In that Country they might fometimes be ufefiil, and 
could never be dangerous to their native Country ; and the 
honourable Gentleman, who is to have the Command of the 
Troops to be fent thither, will, I am fure, make the beft 
Ufe of them upon any Occafion that Ihall offer ; but I think 
there was no Neceffity for raifing a new Regiment for that 
Purpofe ; I think one of the Regiments we have at home 
might have been fent thither ; I am fore we could have 
fpared half a Dozen. This new Regiment is a new Addi- 
tion to the annual Charge of the Nation, I reckon, of near 
10,000 1. if not more, as will appear by comparing the Efti- 
mate of the Charge of his Majefty's Forces in the Planta- 
tions, Minorca, and Gi})niltar, for this next enfoing Year, 
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with the Sam granted by Parliament for the fame Purpofc *^ " ^- "• 
laft Year : I fay, upon comparing thefe two Sums together, ^ 

it will be found that the former exceeds the latter by at leaft 
10,000 1. Andconfidering the great Debt we owe, and the 
many heavy Taxes our People are obliged to pay, I think 
nothing but the moft abfolute Necefiity (hould induce us to 
load the Nation with the moil trifling Addition to its preient 
amittal Charge. 

• I (hall conclude, Sir, with obferving, that even the ho- 
jwarable Gentlemen who have fpoken againft the Queflion 
now under our Confideration, have fumiCbed us with a moft 
powerful Argument in its Favour. They have told us, that a 
Standing Army can never contribute towards the Overthrow 
of ourConilitntion ,without its being properly garbled for that 
Puipofe. I do not know what thefe Gentlemen call gar- 
ling, but when I fee Gentlemen of the Army turned out of 
their Commiflions, or threatened to be turned out, without 
a Pretence of their having been guilty of any military Crime ; 
when I fee others advanced and preferred out of their Turn, 
to the Prejudice of thofe whofe Turn it was to have that Pre- 
ferment, without fo much as a Pretence of any fuperior mili- 
tary Virtue in the former; I fay, Sir, when I fee fuch 
Things done, and frequently done, I muft call it garbling 
the Army ; for when a Man is punifhed for a Vice, or re- 
warded for a Virtue, which he that is the Caofelf inflift- 
ing the Puniftiment, or beftowing the Reward, dares not, or 
is afliamed to own, I ihall always fufpe£| that the natural 
Courfe of Things is inverted, that the Vicious only can ex- 
peft to be rewarded, and that the Virtuous are fure of be- 
in^ difcoursged, if not puniflied, as foon as their virtuous 
Difpofition begins to appear. Julius Csefar had as great Rea- 
fon as any Man can ever have, to difcourage Virtue and re- 
ward the Vicious : Julius C«efar did foroetimes threaten Men 
for doing their Duty ; but Julius Csfar was always extreme- 
ly fliy of patting fuch Threats in Execution. We are told, 
^t when he went to feize upon the facredTreafure of Rome, 
and was oppofed by Metellus, the Tribune, he threatened to 
kill Metellus, and at the fame Time told him, Iftud norme 
fits adoUJcentuUy longe mihi difficilius dicerCy quam facere. 
This was threatening a Man foi* doing his Duty, but Julius 
Caefar took care not to put that Threat in Execution. In 
this Age, and in this Country, we have heard of Men*s 
liaving been threatened for doing thetr Duty : We have not 
only heard of fuch Threats being made, but we have fome 
Reafon to fufpe£l they have fometimes been put in Execution ; 
for when an Officer of the Army is turned out of his Com- 
miffion without any pablick Accufatlon, whatever Accufa- 
tkm may have been privately brought againft him, we have 
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*™'i"i7?«!'"* ^eafon to fuppofe the AccufaUon f^fe, and that the true 
K.^'^-^^i^'^s^ Caufe of fuch an AccufatiQn*8 being brought againft him 
was, his having done his Duty, or his having refufed \o do 
what he thought was inconfiftent with his Honour. If fuch 
Prafticcs have been lately introduced, I muft think that 
thofe who have introduced them, have begun to garble the 
Army j and therefore, even according to the Opinion of 
thofe Gentlemen who have argued againft this Quefiion, Jt 
. is now high Time for the Parliament to think of reducing 
Ihe Army ; for if the firft SefBon of Parliament after fuch 
Practices have been introduced, fhould pafs them over with- 
out Notice, it may probably hie put out of the next, or any 
future Seffion, to take the leaft Notice of theni, or to pre- 
vent the fatal EfTeds of them by a Reduaion.* 

The next that fpoke was Sir Thomas Sanderfon, whole 
Speech was to this Efle£l, viz- 
Sir, 

Sir T. sanderfon. * I feldom give this Houfe the Trouble of hearing what I 
can fay upon any Queftion that happens to be before them ; 
but fometimes the Spirit moves, and then I muft out with 
it. However, tho' I am at prefent moved by a Sort of 
Spirit, yet I cannot pretend it* is a Spirit of Prftphecy : 
I cannot pretend to tell what will haqppen twenty Tears 
hence, m under any future Adminiftration : I have 
not'fo inuch Forefight; nor have I fo ftiarp an Eye towards 
any future Adminiftration, as fome Gentlemen feem to have 
who have fpoke before me in this Debate. Whether any 
future Adminiftration will think a greater Number of regular 
Troops neceflary than we have at prefent, is what I ihall 
not pretend to determine ; but this I may venture to foretel, 
that no future Adminiftrat'on will think a lefs Number ne- 
ceflazy ; and if I live to fee a new Adminiftration, I may 
happen to fee fome of thofe Gentlemen, who have this Day 
argued fo ftrenuoufly againft the prefent Number, then 
arguine as ftrenuoufly for keqping up a greater Number. 
* Thofe who call themfelves Whigs, are, indeed, the 
only Perfons who caii, with any G}nfidence, argue againft a 
Standing Army; for If any noted Tory, or fufpefted Jaco. 
bite, fhould argue againft our keeping up a few r^ular 
Troops by Authority of Parliament, it would be eaiy to an- 
fwer him. Every Man would compare him to the ^t Man, 
who muttered and complained againft the Crowd, which he 
himfelf was the princii»l Caufe of; but I wifli thofe Whigs 
who now argue againft a Standing Army, would confider 
what they have been, or what they mav be. If the Jour- 
nals of this Houfe had been exadly taken, and reli^ouAy 
preferved, I do not know but k might have been found, that 
fome of them are now making ufe m the Ai^omeifta^ whieh 
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they themfclve* liave formtrly with great StrcngtK of Rea- 
son refuted j and others mjiy, for what they know, be 
laying themfelves under vcty ,great Difficaltiea ; for they 
may perhaps be now laying a Foondatton for bringing their 
own Authority againft their future Opimon, 'Tis true, a 
Man may change his Opinion ; but whatever Caufe he may 
find from a Change in his own Circiimftances, he may per- 
haps fisd it hard to give a Reafon for changing his Opinion 
from any Change in the Nature of Things, or in the Circum- 
fttnces of the Nation j and no Man will then chufc, 1 believe, 
to fay, that he k now for a ftanding Army, becaufe he is a 
Mi n liter, and was formerly againft it because he was not. 

• But, Sir, of alJ thofe who have this Day declared them- 
{elres againft a Standing Army, I am furpriied at thofe who 
are called by the Patriots, Placemen. I know they call us 
ib by Way of Contempt j but whatever they think, I ihall 
never be alhamcd of ferving my Country, m any Poll the 
Crown pleafes to put me in, nor can I look upon it as a 
Difcredit to have an Honour conferred upon me, by what e- 
ven the Patriots thcmfelves muA allow to be the only Foun- 
tain of Honour in this Nation. I am convinced all Place- 
men arc of my Opinion, and I am furprissed to hear any 
I^kcemen arguing in favour of a Redu^ion of the Army; 
for we, who have Commiflions in the Army, mUft be allowed 
to be Placemen as well as others j and if the Spirif of redu- 
cing Jhould prevail, with Refpefl to military Placemen, 
our civil Placemen would do well to look to themfelves, for 
many of our civil PolU maybe thought^as dangerous and aa 
ujelefs as moft of our military : Nay, I do not know but 
this Spirit may at hft attack our cftablifhcd Church, by re- 
ducing all the ufelcl^ cccleiiaftica] PoUs in the Kingdom j in 
which Cafe I do not Itnow hut it might with fome ReaTon 
be iaid, the Church is in Dajiger It is commonly faid, 
that two of a Trade 'can never agree jand yet we find it is na- 
tural for all thofe of a Trade to unite together, and to form 
a Sort of Society for their mutual Support j I think we 
Placemen ought to do the fame : Tho' we fometimes fall out 
about which of us fliall have the better Place ; yet when the 
places themselves are attacked, we ought to unite together 
Ibr fupporting the Craft. 

' I have been long converlant among Soldiers, Sir, and I 
moft fay, I could never find they were tefa reafonabi* 
Creatures, or more fond of arbitrary Power, than other 
Men i therefore, I mull prefume, that they will always be 
u zealous for fupportlng our ConlUtution as any other Set of 
Men in the Kingdom ; and, I i^nnot think a Man's receiv- 
uig Pay as a Soldier,wiU make faim lefs zealous than he would 
be if hie were to receive none. Therefore, I »n upver think 
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our Conftitution will be in any Danger from a regular Army' 
of our ownSubje^fcs ; and thofe who Hand theBrunt while their 
Country is in Danger, certainly deferve fome Reward after 
the Danger has been repelled, and Peace reflored to their 
Country » by their MeiiEis; for I hope it will not be faid, 
that the Pay a Soldier receives while j he War continues, H 
to be looked on as a Reward for his Services -, it is given 
only as a Subfiftence ; his Reward he mall exped from the 
Gratitude of his Co lin try, if he lives to fee an End gf the 
War. In Kingdoms or States that have but fraall Terri- 
tories, their Wars feldom laft long, nor have their Armiea 
far to march, fo tha:t they can eafily fend out one Atniy, or 
one Body of Meij, to relieve another; therefore, their 
whole People march out by Turns, and every Man of the 
Society has li is proportionable Share of theFar'gue and Din- 
ger of the War ; for this Reafon, no Man can expert any 
extraordinary Reward, becanfe no Man performs^ any ex- 
traordinary Service ; but when the Dominions of a King- 
dom or State become extenfive, their Wars laft long, and 
are aC fuch a Diilanccj that one Army cannot befent out to 
relieve another j one Part of the Society , or one certain 
Body of Men» are therefore employed to carry on the War, 
while molt of the reft, even during the War, enjoy all the 
Blefiings of Peace ; for this Reaion it is but juft, that thofe 
who are employed as Soldiers, ftiould be fubfifted during the 
War, and that, after Peace is reftorcd, they fhould receive 
fome Reward, for the extraordinary Services they have per- 
formed. This has always made, arid alwn.ys will make. 
Standing Armies neceilary, in all States or Kingdoms, whofc 
Dominions are extenfive. Therefore, to turn all Soldiers 
adrifft, as foon as by their Valour they have reftored Peace 
to their Country, wo^Jd, in my Opinion, be unjuft, and, I 
think, 1 may fay, the Height of Ingratitude, Jt would 
verify a little Epigram I have heard, which I Iball not re- 
peat, becaufe fome Gentlemen might think it irreligious ; 
but the Purport of it is. That our Behaviour towards a Sol- 
dier, is the fame with that which is too often our Behaviour 
towarJi God ; They arc both forgotten, as foon as the Danger 
is over,' 

After him, William Pitt Efqj fpoke in Subflance as 
follows, viz. 
Sir, 

' If the Queftion now before us were not an Affair of 
too fcrious a Nature, it would be extreamly e^ify to be witty 
upon it, efpeciallyj aa the honourable Gentleman who fpoke 
lail has given us fo good a Handle ; but, I muft coofefs, it 
feems to me of fo much Importance with Rerpe<S to our 
Conftitutioc, and the Happinefs of our Country, that J can- 
noi, and I think no Gentlmui ought to make hlmiell merry 
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«pOTi fuch ad Occafion ; for tho' the Prcfervation of our 
ConftitUEfon were no Way concerned, yet the Loading of 
of OUT People with an addidonai Expence of 2 or 300,000 /. 
is, tn my Opinion, an Afcir of too affc^ing a Nature to be 
ocated in a ludicrous Manner. 

* As to what the Honourable Gentleman has been pleafed 
to fay about thofe he calls Placemen, I fiiall agr<?e that, if 
they were to be direfted in their Opinions by the Places they 
pofiefi, they might perhaps unite for the Support of one iino- 
ther, againft the common Good of the Society ; but I liope 
none of chenv are under any fuch Diredion i I am fure the 
Honourable Gentleman himfelf is not, and therefore I am 
convinced he is not fcrious, when he talks of being furprized 
at any Placeman's declaring for a Reduftion of our Armv ; 
for, of all Men, thofe who enjoy any Places of Profit under 
our Government, ought to be the moft cautious of loading the 
People with any unnecefiary Tax or Expence ; becaufe, as 
die Place they poffeis generally brings them in more than 
their Share of all our Taxes can amount to, it may be pro- 
perly faid, that by confcoting to any Article of publick Ex- 
pence, they lay a Load upon others which they themfelves 
bear no Share of 

I muft look upon myfelf, Sir, as a Placeman, as well as 
the honourable Gentleman who fpoke lafl: I am in the Service 
of one of the Branches of the Royal family, and think it my 
Honour to be fo ; but I ihould not think ir, if I were not as free 
to give my Opinion upon any Queftion that happens in this 
Houfe,as I was before 1 had any fuch Place; andj believe, from 
the Eehavioar of Gentlemen, upon this very Occalion, 
it will appear, that all thofe who are in the fame Service with 
me, are in the fame State of freedom ; becaule I believe, 
they will, upon the Queftion now before us, appear to be of 
different Opinions, But, tliere is another Set of Placemen, 
whofe Behaviour furpriaes me not a little ; becaufe, upon 
every Queftion that occurs relating to publick Affairs, they 
are always unanimous; and I confeis, it is to me a litde af- 
tonifhing, that z or 300 Gentlemen Ihould, by an unac- 
countable Sort of Unanimity, always agree in Opinion upon 
the many different Sorts of Quellions that occur yearly, and 
that not for one, but for feveral Years together. I am con- 
vinced this furprizing Unanimity does not proceed from any 
Effed: of the Places they have under the Crown ; for if it 
did, a Man's being poffeffed of any Place under the Crown, 
would, in fuch a Cafe, I am fure, be an infallible Reafon 
for the People not to truft him with the Prefervation of their 
liberties, or the Difpenfation of their Properties in Parlia- 
ment. 

* Then, Sir, as to the Tories and fufpe^ed Jacobites, I 
am furprized (g h^u any Gsmparifon made between them 
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and the fat Man ip the Crowd : There ire fo few of 
in the Kingdom, that I am furc they caxi give no Man an Oc- 
casion fgr being afraid of chem, and therefore there is not the 
lealt Shadow of Reafon for faying, they are tlic Occafioa 
of our being obliged to keep up foch a numerous Standing 
Army. The Army, indeed, or rather thofe who have been 
the chief Ativocatea for our keeping up fuch a ntimerous Stan- 
ding Army, may properly be comparKi to the fat Man in the 
Crowd i for the keeping up of fuch an Army is the chief 
Caufe of our Bifcon tents, and thofe Bifcontentg are now, wo 
&nd, made the chief Pretence for keeping up fuch a numerous 
Army. Remove therefore but the Army, or a conhdeiable 
Part of itj and the Crowd, or the Difcontents you complain 
of, will ceafe. TheConfequences, 'tis true, may be fatal to 
fome of thofe, who havebeeu thepaufes of loading the Na-r 
tion fo long with fuch an unneceJIury Ejtpence i bat no hooeft 
Man, I am furc, will think that their Safety Is to be put in 
the Balance, witb the Stisfadion of the i-'eople, and the 
Safety of the N3,tion. 

* I come now. Sir, to the only Ai^ument the honourable 
Gentleman made Ufe of, which can admit of a ferious Con- 
fideration ; and if our Army were entirely, or but generally^ 
compoled of old Veterans, inured to the Fatigues and the 
Dangers of War, and fuch as had often ventured their 
Lives againft the Enemies of their Country, J confefs the Ar- 
gument would have a great deal of Weight j but con- 
fidering the Circumflances of our prefent Army, I can 
hardly think my Hononral^le Friend wa^ ferious, when he 
made Ufe 0^ fuch an Argument. As for the Officers of the 
Army, they are quite out ot the Queilion ; for in Cafe of 
a Reduflion, there is a handfome Provifion for every one of 
them ; No Man can doubt, nor would any Man oppofc, their 
being all put upon half Pay ; and I mull obfcrve that our 
half Pay is better, or as good as full Pay, I believe, in any 
osher Country ol Europe j for in the Method our Army is 
row kept uj^ I could fhew by Calculation, that it cofts the 
Nation more than would maintain three Times the Number 
of Men, either in France or Germany. And as for the 
Soldiers, I believe it may be kid of at leaft three fourths of 
them, that they never underwent any Fatigue except that of 
a Review, nor were ever expofed to any Danger except in 
apprehending Smugglers or difperfing Mobs ; therefore f 
mull think they have no Ckim for any greater Rewaid thaa 
the Pay tliey hsivc already received, nor ihould I think we 
were guilty of the leaft Ingratitude, if they were all turned 
adrift to-morrow Morning, 

* But fuppofe, Sir, the Soldiers of our Army were all 
fuch as had feived a Campaign gr twf> againft i publick Ene- 
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my i is it from hence to be inferred, diat they muft for ever 
after live idly, and be maintained at the Exp<?nce of their 
Country, and that, in fuch a Manner, a» to be dangerous to 
the Liberties of theirCountry ? At this Rate, if a Man Jias 
bat once ventured his Life in the Service of hi* G)uiitry, he 
muft for ever after be not only a Borden, but a Terror to 
hia Country. This, Sir, would be a Sort of Reward, which 
I sm fUre no brave Soldier would accept of, nor any honeJt 
cue dtiije. That we ftiould fheiv a proper Gratitude to thofe 
whfi have ventured their Lives in the Service of their Coun- 
try, is what I rtiail readily acknowlege j but this Gratitude 
ought to be Ihewn in fuch a Way, a^ not to be dangerous to 
^e Liberties, nor too burdenromc to the People of our 
Gauntry ; and Aierefore, after a War is at an End, if a Sol- 
dier can provide for himfelf, cither by his Labour, or by 
means of his own private Fortune, he ought not to expeft, 
aivd,ifhe h not of a mercenary Difpofitioattie will fcom to re^ 
ceive, any other He ward, tlian that which confifts in the pe- 
culiar Honours and Privileges that may and ought to be con- 
ferred upon him, by the eftablilhed Laws of ^h is Country. 

• That we ought to fliew a proper Gratitude, that we 
©Qght to give a proper Regard to every Man* who has ventu- 
red his Life in theCaufe of hi$ Country, is what X am furs 
no Gentleman will deny : But when I have f&td thi$, Sir* I 
cannot help obferving how defedive our Laws and CuHomt 
are in this Refpedl. Is not this an unanfwerable Argument 
for eftabliftiing this Gratitude, and afcertaining this Reward, 
by a publick Law ? Yet as the Laws now ftand, an old Of- 
ficer, a Man who has often ventured his life, and often 
ipik bis Blood, in the Service of hit Country, may be dif- 
mified, and reduced, perhaps, to a ftaiving Condition, at 
ihe arbitrary Will and Pleafurc, perhaps at the Whim of a 
ftvourite Minifler; lb that by the prefent Eftablithment 
of our Army, the Reward of a Soldier feeros not lo depend u- 
poo the Services^ done to his Country, but upon the Services he 
does to thole who happen to be the favourite Minillers at 
the Time. Muft not this. Sir, be allowed to be a Itefeft 
in the prefent Eftablifhment of our Army ? And yet when a 
Law was prcpofcd for removing this Defeft, wc may re- 
member what Reception it met with, even from thofe who 
Jiow infill fo highly upon the Gratitude we ought to ihcw to 
the Gentlemen of our Army. 

The QucilJon being put the Motion was reje^ed ; Noes 249, 
Yeas 164. So the Refolution was agreed to. 

fgtryitryfi6. My Lord Sundon acquainted the Houfe,that he tMd umm. 
bad » petition in hi& Hand from the Dean and Chapter of 
WeiUmuHcr, Upon which he opened the Nature of the Pe- 

tition^ 
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tition, and Sir Robert Walpole, by iii* Majefty'9 Command! 
acquainted the Houfe, that his Majelly being inform'd of 
the Contents of t}ie faid Petitioti, recommended it 10 their 
Confideration. 

Then the faid Petition was brougb* up and read, fetting 
forth that feid Collegiate Church came into tlie Hands of 
the firft Dean and Chapter unfiniflied, and by Length of Time 
and Badnefs of the Mnteriab, became fo ruinous, that in 
the eighth and ninth of William HI, in Regard to it^ being 
cf ancient and Royal Foundation, an anmnl Sum for a cer- 
tain Term of Years, was granted by Parliament for repair- 
ing the fame, under the Direftion of che Chancellor ofihe 
Exchequer, the Lord Chief J ullice of the King's- Bench, and 
the Dean of Weftminfter, who were appoinietl Commiflionera 
Tor that Parpofe r And that by an Aft p<iilM in the ninth of 
Queen Anne, a Sum of four thouiatid Pounds per Annum for 
a certain Term of Years weis granted to the fnid Commif- 
iioners, towards repairing and finifhing the faid Collegiate 
Church and the Chapels of the fame ; and that in Order to the 
finishing it, as direfted by Parliament, Sir Cbriftopher Wren, 
then the Surveyor, formM the Defign of eredinga Spire in the 
middleTower,aModel of which he then prcpared,and n Draught 
cf which with the rdl of the intended Building, was laid before 
this Houfe,the laft SeflionofPaliament ', and that byAfts pafled 
in the 6th,7lb,8th,and loth, of his prefent Majefty,the feveral 
Sums of four thoufand Pounds each Year, have been ifTued 
and applied towards carrying on the faid Worka : And an 
Account how the fame has been expended, haS been annually 
laid before this Houfe, and that all the Monies granted as 
aforefaid being expended, the faid Works are now at a Stand, 
which the Petitioners fubmit to the Confideration of this 
Houfe, acknowledging the Favours already conferred on the 
faid Collegiate Church, as well by the prefent as by former 
Parliaments, and praying for the Continuance thereof. 

After which Lord Sundon mov^d, that the faid Petition be 
referred to the Confideration of the Committee of the whole 
Houfe, to whom it was referred to conftder further of the 
Supply granted to his Majefty. He was feconded fay Sir 
William. Yonge, and then Sir Thomas Afton fpoke to the 
following Effea; 
Sir. 

< I remember a Story that was told of a great Favourite of 
King Charles the Second. This Gentleman, who was a true 
Civalierj fought for the Father, and was baniftied with the 
Son, whom he attended all the Time of his Exile. Upon 
the Reiloration of the Royal Family he iHll continued to 
follow lus Mafter*s Fortune, but never minded his 
cwo i 'till his continual Attendance at Court, his giving 

into 



I 




( 87) 
into all the faftiionable Expences of the Times, and ttie FI- -^"""."j^^- "■ 
gUTC whlcli his Intimacy with his Majefty obliged him to fup- (,j(*-s^ 
port, at laft exhauiled every Shilling of his Eftate, But 
fuch was the Gentleman's Modctty, (a Vktue, you'll fay» 
very rarely to be met with in the Favourite of a Monarch) 
that he never made one SoHcitatien in hb own Behalf, tho* 
he had many Oppcrt unites of doirg it. At iaft the King^ 
being informed of his Circumftanccs, took Occafion one Day» , 

As the Gentleman was folHciting a Poll for one of his Friends, 
to tell him, " Sir, fays he, you have been a very fiuthful 
** and a very conftant Servant to me ; I have had great Satif- 
" faftion in your Company without your being a Shilling the 
« better for me» though 1 am perfuaded your Eftate has fuf- 
** fered confidembly in my Service, As you are a Man of 
•* Senfe, and fit for Bufmeis, why do not you ask fomething 
" for yourfcif ?'" The Getideman made no other Return 
to his Majelty at that Time but a profound Acknow- 
ledgment of the Honour he had received, by his Majelly's be- 
ing fo mindful of him j but fome Time after, being all alone 
with the King; Pray, Sir, feys he to his Majefty, be fo good 
as to lend me half a Crown. Half a Crown I anfwers the 
King, what do you mem? if you have Occafion for a larger 
Sum, you may have it.— .No, no^ replies the Gentlemaii, 
this fmall Piece does very well to begin with ,• for I have 
often obferved, that once puf you in the Way of giving, it 
is caiy to keep you in it, and then you do not care how 
much you give. 

* 7'hough this Story, Sir* efpecially as to the Modefty of 
the Petitioner, may not in every Relpefl: be parallel to 
the Cafe now before us ; yet I think there is fomething 
jn the giving Humour of the Monarch pretty applicable 
to our Conduft on former Occafion 3 of this Nature. The 
Sum, Sir, that was originally asked for, and granted, for 
Purpofes mentioned in this Petition, could have made no 

freat Figure in the publick Accounts, had we ftopt there ; 
at an Accumulation of that Sum, Sir, from time to time, 
obtained when we were in the giving Humour, would make, 
I think, no defpicable Article, if applied towards the Dif* 
charge of fome Part of the national jiebt. Therefore, Sjr» I 
think we Ihould rather ftop now than later t i^ I hope this 
Petition will lie upon the Table. 

Mr, Worlley fpoke next to the following Effcfl : 
Sir» 

* Though I have a moft profound Refpeft for the Dean and ^- ^""^r' 
Chapter, and (hould be glad to fee our Churches make a Figure 
becoming the Grandeur of bis Majefty and this Nation j yet, 
I own, J cannot approve that the Difpolal of the Parliaments 
Bounty for Chat Puipof? fliould b§ intlrely in the Hands of 
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^""w" "' ^* *^'*'"$y* ^ **° '^^^^ ^P**'^ ^^^^'^ ^ '*" *^^X were capable of 
mifc-pplying any Part 6f itj but merely from my having fo 
great a Refpeft for that venerable Body, that I am unwiiling 
they ihould be burdened with any other Cares befides thoft 
of their Funflion, which are many and weighty. I am 
therefore, Sir, furprifed that the honourable Perfon who 
brought up the Petition, flioald appear fa preJTing for us to 
grant it ^ Gnce it is certain we cannot do it without putting 
thefe good Men to very great Trouble. The Overfeeing of 
H Work, Sir» that coils four thoufand Pounds every Year, 
ti^kes up no fmall Part of a Man's Time ; and though fome 
Laymen are joined in the CommlJlion for managing chia 
Bounty, yet we know the Fatigue of it is intirely left to the 
Keverecd Clergy, Now, Sir, this is an Injuilice done not 
only CO them tHit to the Laity alia, who mull fuSer greatly 
by their fpiritual Guidea having fo many Av#cations from 
the Duties of tlicir Fundioiis; Wides, Sir» we are to con - 
Cder, that die Way of Life in which thefe Reverend Perfoni 
have been educatedjgivca them no Opportunity of knowing the 
Prices and Materials of Working Men, or of forming a right 
Judgment upon the SuiHciency of their Work; both which 
are very neceflary Qualifications in the Ovcrfeers of a Bufinefi 
of this Nature: So that I dare fay. Sir, the Reverend Gen- 
tlemen will think themfelvet highly obliged to this Hotife if 
we Ihould eafe tlieni of that Trouble i and this upon a double 
Account. Fir A, as they will have more Leifure for looking 
after their fpiritual Gancems, which, to fudi difintereiled 
good Men as they are, is a moft invaluable Bkffing j and 
fecond^y, as we can put the Infpedion of the Work into 
Hands who will take care to have it done to the beft Advan- 
tage, and at the leafl Expcnce. Therefore; Sir, I am for 
letting this Petition He upon the Table till a Lay Commiflion 
for overfeeing the Execution of the Work is made out. 
Sir Robert Walpole faidnext: 
Sir, 
tea.Wijpsii« lam intirely of the honourable Gentleman's Mind who 

fpoke firfl, in chinking that more Money has been expended 
upon the Defire of this Petition than perhaps the Parlian^ent 
expefted when they made the firil Grant for this Purpofe; 
But that. Sir, is the very Reafori, why, in my Opinion, we 
ought to agree to the Petition ; for it would be very abfurd 
in us, after the great Expence the Nation has been at on this 
Account, if we ihould leave the Work unfinifhed to fave a 
trifling Sum.TheReafons that induced the Parliament at iirft. 
Sir, to promote and encourage tbeDefign of repairing and finilh- 
ing this Church, were fuch as were worthy fo augull a Body. 
Should we let the Church where the Bodies of our greateil 
Piincea are dep<^ccd, and which lately reoeired the lteiiiaiii» 
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ofa Priocers wliofe Memory mufl be ever dear to Britain, Annatt , ^», ii, 

be the oii\y Church in the wJiole Kingdom not properly pm- 

vided for, we ftiould julHy ejtpofe ourfelves to the Cenfure of 

fite reft of Europe, and of every Stranger who viCta m The 

Expcncc therefore which the Dcfire ot this Petition requires, 

ii an Expence we ought to be at for own Honour, for th^ 

Honour of the Natjoti, and let itie add, for the Honour of 

the Royal Fiimily. 'I'hefe, and no other, are the Motives, 

Sir, tl^t incline me to give my Vote for our granting thfc 

Petition, and 1 am perfuaded Gentlemen will eafily concur, 

when they compare the Realbnablcnefs of the Thing to the 

Smallnefe of the Expeaice, 

* As to w}»at was urged by the honourable Gentlemen 
who fpokeiaft, in that the Infpeilionof the Work ought to 
be committed to Laytncn, I ferimfy own that I was once of 
his Opinion, and 1 remember one Vear that the Experiment 
was aftaally made. But at tiie fame Time I remember, that 
when the Accounts were examined, and the Work ftir- 
veyed, it was found that we neither had managed fo frugally, 
tior was the Work fo well executed, as when it was under 
the Infpedlion of the Clet^y. Befides that, Sir, the Com- 
miflioners being Men who had a great deal of. ot}icr Bufioefa 
to mlndj (cldom thought it worth their whiJc to meet, and 
to concert Meafures for the more effedual carrying on this 
Work, which by thefe Mean* was negle^ied, and it muft 
ftill foffer if we fliili put it Divdcr the Infpedion of Laymen 
iutirely. For, Sir, though we fhould fuppofe that they had 
it at Heart to carry the Work on in the moil frugnl Mimncr'; 
yet every one wilt trull to aitotlicr, till the whole is ne- 
glected. But, Sir, when we leave the Commillipn in the 
JHands of the Clergy, they thtnk it their Duty, they make 
k their Bufinefs, they take a Pleafure, I may i^iy^ a Pride, 
in feeing it carried on to tlie 1h;11 Advantage, As to the ho- 
Dourzible Gentleman'* Fears of its being too great a Burden, 
to thofc Reverend Gentlemen, if they do not eftcem It fuch, 
1 ice no Reafon that we Ihould, The Clergy \% very fcldom 
oppreflcd without corapktning ► ami I dare (ay we never 
fliould have been troubled with the Petition, if our granting 
it mull be attended with any Inconvenience to the Petitioners. 
We arc to conjider. Sir, that the Situation of the Clergy who 
attend this Churchy is different from that of thole who 
Itav* the Charge of whole Parrlhes on their Hands ; the Pcti- 
CfDRcr; have I ime and Leifurc enough tofpare ; and give mc 
Leave to fay. Sir, it is a Part of their Office to take all the 
care they can both of the Reparations and theAdditions which 
are made to that Church by which they live. Therefore, 
Sir, I am for referring the Petition to the Committee of Sup- 
ply, and for making no Alteration in the Commiifioti.' 

Vqi* V. N GcOT^* 



George Heathcote, Efq; fpoke next as follows : 

Geoije Heathcote, * I don't think that in the prefent State of our publick 
^'^ Credit, and while the People are already overwhelmed with 

Taxes, that we ought to agree to the giving away one Slul- 
ling of their Money on any Occafion but where it is abfolotely 
necefikry. The Sum required of us by the Petition, is not 
indeed a v^ large one } but fmall as it is, we are to amf 
fiderthatit comes out of the People's Pockets, and thePar<- 
pofes for which it is granted can be of very little, if any Be- 
nefit to them. I cannot pretend to account for the Motives 
that induced the Parliament to lay outfo much of the piiblidc 
Money in adorning and repairing a Church ; but whatever 
thefe Motives were, I think they ought to have no Influence 
with us, becaufe in thofe Days, Sir, the People coold bear 
to fave a little Money on an Occafion of this Kind, their 
j Taxes being neither fo heavy, nor their Debts fo la^, as 

they are now. The right honourable Gentleman Vfho fipcike 
laft, gave indeed one Reafon, which be fuppofetl infli^oced 
the Parliament on this Occafion ; and that was, becaufe 
many of our Kings lie buried in that Church. _ This Realbn, 
Sir, would have come with a better Grace fifom that rig^t 
honpurable Gentleman, could he have added at the fame 
Time, that all the Kings there interred were Friends to the 
Liberties of the People. 

< Befides, Sir, I don*t like thefe annual Petitions; they 
look fomewhatlike annual Bills. By indulging the Petitioners 
fjom Year to Year, they may at laft come to claim it as a 
Kind of Right,and never give it over. LetGentlemen confider. 
Sir, how eafy it is for thm to prepare a Model of new Ad- 
ditions to this Church, under Pretence that they are neceilary, 
and that we cannot do too much for adorning and repairing 
fuch an augoft royal Fabrick. The Reafons, Sir, for our 
granting the Defire of this Petition would then be jnfi as good 
thirty Years hence as they are now; and according to the 
right honourable Gentleman's Way of Reafoning who fpoke 
lalt, much better ; for it feems the morp we grant, the leis 
we ought to refufe. Therefore, Sir, I fhould have'been much 
better pleafed, and fhould have dionght it a much fairer Way 
of Proceeding, had the Petitioners, inftead of asking the 
annual Bounty of four thoufiuid Pounds, petitioned at once 
for as much as, in the Opinitm of competent Judges, will be 
fufficientfcocompleatthe Workaocordmgtothe prefent Mo* 
del. This, Sir, would h^ve been a fair Way of ading j we 
fhould have then known what we were about, and we could 
have granted it in what Proportions and at what Times we 
found moil coavenient: Whsreu, whatwedo^iowis in the 

dark; 
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rk i we krow not when the Work will be' iinifhed ; and **"™ J!-!^ "* 
ttlcfs it is finlihed, all that we fliall grant now is to no Pur- t^ys,-"^^ 
pole, For this Reafbti, Sir * I think it would be extremely 
proper^ before we proceed any fiirther in this A ^r, that 
the Petitioners Ihould lay before the Hoafe an Eflimate of the 
Expences that the Reparations and Additions to the Church 
will coftiti the whole.' 

To this Lord Sandon anfwered to the following Pur- 
pofe : 
Sir, 

' What the honourable Gentleman who (poke laft pro- ^^ s«ado« 
pofrd, indeed appears very reafonable ; but I do not think it 
very prafticable. Every Gentleman who has Experience in 
Building, knows very well how hard a Matter it is to calcu- 
late the Hxpences he luaft be at, though perhaps lie has a 
great Fart of the Materials upon his own Land; but it is 
much harder to do it in a Work of thi* Kind, that is fubjeft ^ 

to r«any Accidents, that requires fuch a Variety of Work- 
men of all Kindsj and where all the Msterials muft be pur- 
chafed from different Hands and at different Prices, How- 
ever, Sir, I have heard that Subjeft talked of» and have 
made it my Bufinefs to enquire how much the Whole may 
coft. And Sir, though I never could certainly be informed, 
nor have any Authority from the Petitioners to fay any thing 
on this Head ; yet, by the neareft Computation I cm make, 
it may coft about thirt^n thouTand Pounds tnore^ which, I 
hope, Sir, Js a Sum we may fpare, without laying any great 
Burden on the People.* 

Jofeph Danven, Efq; fpoke next as follows : 
Sir, 

* The Bufinefs of half my Life has been to pull down and Jflfcph '*">" 
boild up an old Houfe,* and had I known how much it 
would have coll mc when I firil began to build and repair it, 
it (hould have gone to Ruin before I had fpsnt a Shilhng on 
iu So that. Sir, I intirely agr^e with the noble Lord 
who fpokc laJl-, in thinking it impra^icabie to determine 
the exa£l Sum that this Work may require. Had I, Sir^ 
forcfcen that the Repairs of this old Houfe of mine would 
have coft me more Money than the building a new one, does 
aay Gentleman imagine that I would not rather have fet a- 
bout the one than the other ? Therefore, Sir, I think it is of 
no Confequcnce to us to have any Eftitnate laid before us, 
becaufe it is impoilible we can have a jurt one ; and while 
we grant the Petition from Year to Year, the Managers will 
be Uie better Husbands of what Money comes to their Hand?, 
and the Work will be carried on to mqre AdvaDtage, iti or- 
der to encourage us to grant Kiore.^ 
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*^ Wy5°- °- Mr; Wynn fpoke next to the following ESc6t t 

^ * I am for letting the Petition lie upon the Table, and for 
Mr. wynm doing nothing in the Afiair this Year, were it for no other 

Reafon but to put the Petitioners in Mind, that we may 
grant or refufe this Money juft as we pleafc. For, Sir, if 
this Bill ftiould pafs iiicourfe every Seffion, the Reverend Pe- 
titioners may claim that as i Right which is now only an 
Indulgence.' 

Sir Wiliam Yonge replied to this as follows : 
Sir, 
flrwmiam Toine; * I believe, Sir, that there is no civilized Natiott 
in ' the World, that does not look upon the repairing and 
improving thofe Works which their Anceftors or their 
Princes left as Monuments, either of their Piety or their 
Grandeur, to be a publick Qjncern. Former Parliaments, 
Sir, in this Nation, feem to have been of Opinion thkt no 
Work more deferved the Regard of the Publick than Weft- 
minfter- Abbey, which I look upon to be the fineft Thing in 
this Nation; and it would give Foreigners a very odd Notion 
of our Politenefs, and of our Gratitude to the Memory of our 
Princes, if we ihould let it Hand in its prefent Condition, ef- 
pecially as fo fmall a Sum is required to finifh it. For, Sir, 
I dare fay the noble Lord was right in his Conje&ure, that it 
will not require above thirteen or fourteen thoufand Pounds 
more ; and when it is compleated, I will be bold to affirm, 
that it will excel any thing of its Kind in Europe. Gentle- 
men may remember what an Expence the Nation was put 
to by our voting fifty new Churches to be'built. But, Sir, 
in my Opinion, it is as worthy the Dignity of this Houfe 
to preferve and adorn this old Church, as it was to build 
iifty new ones. Give me leave likewife to fay, Sir, that this 
Petition would not have met with half the Oppofition it has, 
had it been offered for the Reparation of any Building but a 
Church. 

* As to the Fears the honourable Gentleman who fpoke 
laft is under, left the Petitioners fliould claim that in Time 
as a Right which is now only an Indulgence, I think the 
Parliament fully anfwered that Objeftion two or three Years 
ago ; for I remember. Sir, that when this Petition was pre- 
fented, the Parliament thought fit to rejeft it.' Another 
honourable Gentleman fcemed to apprehend that farther Ad- 
ditions would be made to the Fabrick, and fuch as might 
involve us in unforefeen Expences. We have all, Sir, feen 
the Model of the Building that is defign*d, and we can 
never imagine that the Reverend Overfeers of the Work will 
xnakc any Additions to that Model, without the Approbation 

of 
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of Xhh Houfe. And If no Additions are made to tlie "^tj^^^' '"^ 
Model » I fee no Reafon for our apprehending that we {hall i 
be put to any extraordinary Expcnce. The Money that 
has already been granted for this Effeft, has been duly 
accounted for by the Petitioners, and [ net'er have ye: heard 
that any Ob]e£l ions were made to their Accounts; on tjie 
contrary, I have heard it often affirmed, that the Money 
that has been granted was managed in the moft frugal Man- 
ner, and to the bcft Advantage. When we find that it is not 
fo, it will be time enough then to put the Management of 
the Work Into other Hands, or to withdraw our Bounty en- 
tirely. Thefe Confiderations» Sir, are, I think, more than 
fafficient to determine us to come to a Refolution upon the 
Motion made by the noble Lord who brought up the Petition j 
but there is another Confider a tion that I hope wilUlways 
Jiave its Weight with this Houfe, and that, Sir, is* his Ma- 
Iefty*s Recommendation. I think. Sir, it will be treating 
his Majcfty with Dlfrefped, if we fhould have no Regard to 
hb Recommendation in an Aflfair that can coft us fo very 
little, and which, tho' it did nnt come fo ftrongly recoxn- 
mended h in itfelf fo highly re.fon.ble^ T^^,i,i„r.fe^u 

No Repiy being made to thi?, the Qaeftion wns put, ir toacomnuacc 
the Petition (hould be referred to the Confideradon of the 
Committee of rhe whole Houie, to whom it is referred to 
confider further of the Supply erantcd to his Majefly ? A Dl- 
vifion followed, and the Quellion pafs'd in the Affirmative. 

OnaDivifion, Yeas 174. Noes 61. 

ImmediateTy after this Queflion was over, before the 
Hoafe proceeded on any other Bufmefs, George Heathcote 
Efqj fpoke as fallows: 

• As *I think that on all Hands it hti-; been a^ed thnt ScIT,"^,"'^'' 
it 15 the Intcrefl of the Reverend Petitioners that WeH- £ft*"'at'? »* /^t 
mmfter-Abbev fliould be fenilh d and repaired according; to peanind chapter rf 
the Draught of the Model laid before this Hovife Ull Sefllon, '^'"1'^'"*=^- 
and as very great Encomiums have been m.ide upon their 
Integrity as well as good Management, I think it would be 
very proper for us to enquire whether or rot fbme Part of 
the Revenues annex'd by the Royal Fotjnders to the Abbey, 
have not been allotted for the Expences of the Fab rick, Thit, 
in my Opinion^ will have a very good Effbft. Firft, It will 
j^ivc Ufi an Opportunity of doing Juftice to the Integrity of 
the Reverend Petitioners. Secondly, it will be of great 
JJfc to Gentlemen Vi'hen this Affair comes to be fettled In 
the Committee. Befides, Sir, tho' it ibould appear froni 
Ae Enquiry tk-^tnofuch Allotment has been mide, I think 
Ge'ntlerncn ought to make themfelves Judges how far it Is 
rcafonable, that foBie Part of the large Revenues enjoyed 



3U a». Ji. by the Reverend Dean and Chapter, ought to be fet apart lor 
thcfc Purpofes, This, Sir, i think is extremely proper* ef- 
pecially as no body makes a Shilling by the Fabrkk befidts 
themfelves. I likewii'e don't doubt. Sir, but that it will 
appear in the Courfc of this Enquiry, that many of the^ 
Clergy have expended large Sum? out of their own RcvenuctJ 
upon the Reparations and the Additions of the Tabrick.^ 
Therefore, Sir, I hunibly move, * That the Dean and Chap- 
ter of Wdlminfter prepare an Ellimate of the Revenues tie- 
longing to the Dean of the Church, diftinguiihing the fevc' 
ral Appropriations.* h 

Sir Robert Walpole's Anfwer to thiij was a^ follows : H 

■irt Wi]|iok^ ' I own this Is the mofl extraordinary Motion I ever heard 

in this Houfc. I fhould be glad to know how the hon. Gen-' 
tieraan would take it, if he ihould be required to ky before 
this Houfc a parttculiT Inventory of his own Eilate, that he 
may receive Direftions from the Houfe in what Manner he 
h to apply it: I believe the Hon. Gentleman would think it 
a very unjufttfiable Way of Procecdingj and give me Leave to 
fay. Sir, that if fuch a Proceeding is unjultifiable in Cafes of 
private Property, it is much more fo where a Body of Men 
upon a Foundation, and a Royal Foundation too, is con- 
cerned. Nor can I fee, Sir, how we can agree to this Mo- 
tion without violating all the Rules of common Jullice, and 
fhakiog the Foundations of ail Property, Befides, Sir, 
the honourable Gentleman docs net refled, that we are no 
Court of Record, and therefore cannot oblige the Petitioners 
to exhibit their Rights to theft; PoHeiliom before us. So that 
it is not really in «ur Power to come to any Refolution upon 
this Motion. And Sir, Ihould we make a Stretch in this 
Cafe, I Ihould be very forry to fit in this Houfe while we 
came to a Refolution, that might give the World Reafon to / 
think, that we defign*d to carry our Power farther than oii?J 
Juftice. There may, indeed, fome particular Cafes con 
before us, in which it h necelfjry, chat one of the Partie 
explain or prove his Right of PoiTelEon; but this, tho* lE 
feldom happens, is alwuys done voluntarily by that Party* 
that the Houfe may more clearly comprehend this Cafe. And 
Sir, I believe the hon. Gentleman cannot £nd one Precedent 
where this Houfc obliged a Party to fubmit to our Judgmen 
or the Papers and Securities by which he or they enjoy the 
Eftates or Income. We have no Reafon to doubt, Sir, tha^ 
the Clergy have as good a Right by Law to what they en*, 
|oy as any of us have to our private Ertates : Nor do 1 thinfc 
that either Juilice or Reafon oblige them to lay out any Parti 
of their Income upon repairing the Church, or upon theffr 
Alterations or Additions. As for their living by the Church, 
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til the Clergy throughoac the Kingdom live by their 
Churches j yet. Sir, that is no Reafon that each of them 
ihould be at the Expcivce of repairing hii refpedive Church. 
So chatj I hopcj^ Sir, when Gcntlernen confider the Confe- 
quence of this Motion, they will let it drop. I dare fay» no 
Gentlemen fufpe£ls that I oppofe it from any other Motives 
than the Principles of common Equity, which are always 
agreeable to the Maxims of good Policy. TJiere was, in- 
deedf a Time, when this Houfe, and die Legiilature in gene- 
ral, had Reafon to be jealous of every Conceflion in 
favour of the Clergy; but. Sir, that Set of Clergy h 
ftlmoil extlnft, and the Principles and Ailions which 
once gave us very gcod Grounds for fuch a Jedoufy, 
are now almoft entirely worn out. And as their Suc- 
celTors behave with that Submiffiou and Regard for the 
Governrnent that becomes their Charadler, I think, Sir, they 
defcn/e the Protcflrlon and Indulgence of Parliament, J be- 
lieve it cannot be pretended by Geiulemen, that Jtnce I had 
the Honour to be concerned in the Adminiftration, the 
^Clergy have met with any extraordinary Indulgence from the 
iovcrnment, or that any of the High- Flyers amongft them 
have been encouraged. But, Sir, I muft own» that a Pc- 
tiiion from the Clergy, if they atl as Miniflcrs of Peace, and 
if the Petition i* reafonable in itfelf, will never be lefs a- 
greeable to me becauie it is in favour of the Clergy. I 
fhould not have troubled the Houfe about an Affair which I 
tliink has taken up but too much of our Time already, had X 
not perceived an unut'ual Spirit of Oppofition to this Petition, 
from Gentlemen whom, by their former Conduct, I never 
Lifpeded as Enetnies to the Clergy, even in the raoft exorbi- 
ant Claims, and their moft exalted Tory Principles. 
Williain Pultcney, Eiq,- fpoke next as follows. 

Siiv 
* I am forry that I am obliged on this Occafion to diiFer WHiiim Ft^sMer 
from the honourable Gentleman who made the Motion ; but 
glad of having one Opportunity of fpeaking on the fame 
Side of the Qucilion with my right honourable Friend who 
iits by me. It is certain. Sir, that it would be a very un- broVitins Ground la 
precedented thing in us, fo much as to pretend to make any 
Alteration in the Funds appointed for the Maintenance of 
^ihc Dean and Chapter. It is likewife certain. Sir, that 
cannot compel them to make any Contribution out of 
ihcir pirivate Emoluments^ towards repairing or finiftiing th« 
Church. A great mauyReafons, Sir, induce me to te of 
pinion that ohe Revenues of the Church cannot be better dif- 
ofed of than they already are ; and one among the rett. Sir. 
tliat the light venemble filfhop is Ground -hindlord to 
tvcfftl very CQOVcokm Lodgings there, txtrem«ly proper, 

as 
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^7J7-j?**'°" ^ '^^y *"* ^** "^^"^ the Parliament Hou(e, for his Brethren to 
l.^^f^.y^s^ live in. So that their Cduntrj, Sir,' is fure, on every Pinch, 
and upon the fhorteft Warning, of their immediate Atten- 
dance in the Parliament. Bat, Sir, tho* I think we have no 
Right to oblige them to comply with the Terms of this 
Motion, yet there are certain Revenues which arife from the 
Pavement and the Walls of the Abbey. Thefe Emoluments, 
Sir, I think we have a juft Title to enquire after, as the 
Money we grant is for the Support of the Fabrick ; and. Sir, 
I think they ought to be laid before us. I ftiould have been 
very well pleafed to have complied with the honourable Gen- 
tleman's Motion, if the Sum petitioned for were to be ap- 
plied for the Support of the Clergy. But as that is not the 
Cafe, Sir, I beg Leave humbly to move, that the Dean 
and Chapter of the Collegiate Church of St. Peter Weftmin- 
iter do lay before this Houfe an Account of what Money has 
been received by them forfeven Years laft paft, for breaking 
up Grouiwi in the faid Church or Places adjacent, for Bu- 
rials, and for erecting Monuments there, and how the faid 
Money has been applied by them towards the Repairs and 
finifhing of the faid Church and Edifices thereunto belonging, 
for feven Years laft paft.* , 

No Oppofition being made, the Hou{e came to a Refolu- 

tion upon this Motion ; and the faid Account was accordingly 

agreed to. 

Mr. AMeraon Perry iVednef. March 3 .Mr. Alderman Perry prefented to theHoufe, 

Ii^ia Merchantt * a Petition of divcrs Merchants, and Planters, and others, tra- 

l^X^t!^^ ding to, and interefted in the Britifh Plantations in America, 

*«»oa». on behalf of themfelves and many others, fetting forth that Ap- 

• plication was made to this Houfe, in the Year 1728, againft 

the many unjuft Seizures and Depredations, that had, for 

leveral Years preceding, been committed by the Spaniards 

in America upon his l^ajefty's Subjefls, whilft they were 

carrying on their fair arid lawful Trade in thofe Parts ; upon 

which Application, this Houfe came to a Refolution, * That 

* from the Peace, concluded at Utrecht, in the Year 171 j, 

* to this Time, The Britifti Trade and Navigation to and 

* from the feveral Britifh Colonies in America, has been 

* greatly interrupted by the continual Depredations of the 

* Spaniards, who have feiswd very valuable EfFeds, and un- 
« juftly taken and made Prize of great Numbers of Britifh 
« Ships and VefTe^s in thofe Parts, to the great Lofs and 
< Damage of the Subjects of this Kingdom, and in manifeft 

* Violation of the Treaties fubfifting between the two 

* Crowns :* And that this Houfe was pleafed humbly to ad- 
drefs his Majefty thereupon ; and that the Spaniards conti- 
nuing their Depredations on the Britifh Subjefts, and no Sa- 
tisfadlion having been obtained for thofe before pommitced. 
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a iarther Application was made to this Houfe, in the Year ^'*^^i^\^l *'' 
1730, complaining of the great JntetTuptlons given by the 
Spaniards to the^ Trade and Nav^igation of this Kingdom, and 
their cruel Treatment of the Britifti Subjcfts; and that this 
Houfe, having again taken this Matter into their Confide- 
ration t and examined into the fame with the utmoft DeJibe- 
ratioiH came to a Refolution ^ ** Thataa humble Addrefs be 

* prefcnted to his Majefty, that he will be gracioujly pkafed 
« to continue his Endeivoors to prevent the Depredations of 
■ the Spaniards, for the future ; to procure full Sattsfa&ion 

* for the Damages already fuftain^ ; and to fecure to the 

* Britifti Subje<5ts, the fall and uninterrupted Exercife of 

* their Trade and Navig;itton to, and from the Britifli Co- 

* Ionics in America' Which Addrefs waa prefented to his 
Majefty accordingly ; and reprefenting to the Hoofc, that 
tbe Spaniards have paid fo little Regard to his Majefty*5 mcft 
gracious Endeavours, that they have continued their Depre- 
dations, almoft ever Cnce the Treaty of Seville, and more 
particularly laft Year have carried them to a greater Height 
than ever ; they having arbitrarily feized feveral Ships, with 
their Effefts, Monging to his Majefly'a Subjcfls, on the 
high Seas, in the deftined Courfe of their Voyages to and 
from the Britilh Colonies, amouuting to a very confiderable 
Value i and that the Captains or Mailers of fome of the iktd 
Ships were, according to the laft Advices of the Peti- 
tioners, and are (as the Petitioners believe) at this Time 
confined by the Spaniards in the Weft- Indies, and the Crews 
are now in Slavery in Old- Spain, where they are moll inho- 
manly treated i and that that cruel Nation make it their 
Praftioe to attack and board all BrJtiflt Merchant Ships, 
they meet with in the American Seas, under Pretence of 
fearching for Goods, which they deem contraband or not, 
according to their own arbitrary Will and Pleafure, con* 
trary to the Law of Nations, and in manifeft Violation of 
the Treaties fubfiiiing between the two Crowns ; and that 
by thefe unjoft and vioknt Proceedings of the Spaniards, the 
Tnde and Navigation to and from America is rendered 
twy unfafe and precarious ; infomncb, that the Infarauce 
§nm Jamaica has greatly rifen on thefe Accounts only j and 
that, without fome fpeedy and eflfcfltual Remedy, the A- 
merican Trade and Navigation will be (together with the 
Kevenoe of the Crown arifmg therefrom^ very much dlmi- 
mifhed, if not entirely loft j and ferther reprefenting to the 
Hcufe, that, although his Catholick Majefty ha& Hipukted 
fcy the Treaty of Seville, and by the Declaration of 1733 
tdachre thereanto, to caule Reparation to be forthwith made 
to the unhappy Suffirrers, yet there is nolnllance of it* 
having been done j fo far from it, that, whilll the Britifh 
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Subjefts have been amufed with vain and fruidefs Hopes of 
Satisfaflion, the Spaniards have committed farther Infults 
and Depredations upon them, and ilill continue the fame 
unjuft Practices; and that theCeduIas or Orders given by the 
Court of Spain to their Governors in America, are only cal- 
culated (as the Petitioners by Experience have great Reafon 
to apprehend) to evade giving Satisfa£lion to the Britifh Sub- 
jedts ; for there has never bfeen one of the Cedulas complied 
with, nor any Governor recalled, nor punilhed for his Dif- 
obedience, as the Petitioners ever heard ; and that, for any 
Nation to affume the Power of detaining or rummaging the 
Britifh Ships upon their lawful Voyages in the American 
Seas under Pretence of fearching for contraband Goods, is in 
EfFeft (as the Petitioners conceive) claiming and exercifing 
the fole Sovereignty of thofe Seasj and that if the 
Spaniards be fufFered to a£l in this injurious Manner, to in- 
fult the Perfons of his Majefly's Subjefts, or to plunder 
them of their Property, the Petitioners apprehend, the fame . 
will be attended, not only with great Obftru6kion to this 
valuable Branch of our Q}mmerce and Navigation, but 
alfo with Confequences very fatal to Great Britain itfelf^ 
and as the Meafures hitherto purfued have proved 
ineffedtual, praying the Houfe to take the Prcmifes into 
their mature Confideration, and provide fuch timely, and 
adequate Remedy, for putting an End to all Infults and De- 
predations on the Britifh Subjed:s, as to the Houfe fhall feem 
meet, as well as procure fuch Relief for the unhappy Sufie- 
rers, as the Nature of their Cafe, and the Juftice of their 
Caufe require ; and that they may be heard by themfelves 
and Counfel thereupon. 

Upon this the Chair faid ; 
Gentlemen, 

* Tho* my Office, while I am in the Chair, deprives me 
of having any Share in your Debates, yet it obliges me to 
declare what are the Forms of the Houfe. As I conceive 
this to be a Point of Form, it is my Duty to acquaint you, 
that fo far as I have yet obfer\'ed, it never was the Method 
of this Houfe to admit Parties to be heard by themfelves and 
Counfel. The Motion that is always made in fuch Cafes is, 
that the Petitioners be admitted to be heard by themfelves or 
Counfel. If therefore the honourable Gentleman who 
made the Motion, is not fatisfied that I put the Queflion, 
Whether it is your Pleafure that the Petitioners be heard 
touching the Matter of this Petition by themfelves or Coun- 
fel, I muil beg Leave to take the Senfe of the Houfe with 
regard to the Terms in which I am to put the Queftion upoa 
the prefent Motion.* 
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Sir John Barnard ftanding up, fpoke to the following EffeEt : Anno n <^. n.. 

* I do not pretend to be ib well acquainted with the Forms 
of the Houfe, as to give my Opinion whether the Petitioners sb johnSamanL 
ought to be heard by ^emfelves and Counfel, or by them* 
ftlves er CouufeT : But» Sir, I know that this Petition is 
founded upon Fadb, and I fhould be forry to fee the Defign 
of it defeated by a fcrupulous Adherence to any Points of 
Form whatfoever. The Requeft of the Petitioners, Sir, 
however as to Form it may be extraordinary, yet in Point 
of Reafon, in my Opinion, is juftifiable. Moft of the Peti- 
tions upon which Counfel is prayed to be heard at the Bar of 
this Houfe, are againft Bills depending before the Houfe ; 
and Gentlemen, in theQ)urfe of fuch Bills paffing the Houfe, 
have Opportunities of making thcmfelves Mailers of the 
Cafe J fo that the Counfel have little elfe to do, ]but to prove 
fix>m Fa£b that the Bill depending is either unjuft in itfelf, 
•byafFefting the Property of the Perfbns that petition, or by 
.dafhing or being inconfiflent with fome former Law. But, 
Sir, the Cafe of the prefent Petitioners is widely different ; 
the repeated Loffes they have met with, and the Injuries they 
have fuilained in their Trade, can never fo well be under> 
ftood from the Mouth of a Lawyer, as from their own ; be- 
caufe. Sir, it is impoffible for the ableft Lawyer either to 
be fo well inftru&ed in the Interefts and Claims of the fe- 
vcral Petitioners, or to explain the feveral Terms of Com- 
merce and Navigation that muft neceflkrily occur in this Af- 
^ir, fo as to be underftood by Gentlemen unacquainted with 
thefe Matters. Therefore, Sir, I humbly think it will be a 
Hardfhip upon the Petitioners, to deny them a Requeft of fo 
little Importance as the prefent, merely becaufe it interferes 
with a Matter of Form. I beg Leave to fay, Sir, that 
Forms cannot be better known than by. Precedents, and I be- 
lieve it will puzzle any Gentleman to find a Precedent of a 
Cafe parallel to the prefent, whether we confider the long 
Courfe of Injuries which fome of the Petitioners have fu^ 
tained, the melancholy Situation to which others of them 
arc reduced, or its Importance to the Trade, the Honour, 
and Safety of Britain. Therefore, Sir, I am of Opinion we 
ought to make no Difficulty of agreeing to the Requeft of 
the Petition. 

This occafloned fome Hefitation, and then Sir William 
Windham faid : 

* I think. Sir, that Gentlemen are extremely obliged to s^^"*- Windham 
your Care, in putting them in Mind of the ufual Form of 
Proceeding, anid am intirely of your Opinion with regard to 
the prefent Motion. I believe no Gentleman here can fuf- 
pe^ that I have not as warm a Senfe of the Injuries our 
' O 2 Merchants 
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Anno II Ceo. u. Merchants have fofbined, as any Gentleman here ; faut,S&/ 
xJ^-^^i I think we ought to proceed in a parliamentary Method, and^ 
not make any Innovations in our Forms, except where it is* 
abfolutely neceflary. For my own Part, Sir, ih the prefent 
Cafe, I judge it is fo far from being abfolately necei&ry, 
that it would do the Petitioners a Prejudice. As to what my 
honourable Friend mentioned about a Counfel's not being 
able to put mercantile Affairs in fuch a Light as to be tho- 
roughly lihderftood by Qentlemen, I am intirely of his Opi- 
nion ; but then I think the Petitioners ought to appear at 
our Bar not as Counfel, but as Evidences for themfelves. This, 
Sir, will effectually anfwer all the Ends that my honourable 
Friend propofes, and will preferve oar Method of Proceeding 
in its ordinary Form ..i-i.If therefore, Sir, the Counfel ihali 
advance a Faft that requires Proof, or touches upon a Point 
that wants Explanation, I think it is highly juft that the Pe- 
titioners fhould be admitted as Evidences, and be allowed to 
anfwer fuch Queftions as ihall be propofed either by Gentle- 
men, or by their Counfel. This, I conceive. Sir, is but 
feir, and would infpire our Merchants with a Confidence in 
the Juftice of this Houfe, and let the World fee that we are 
refohred to leave no Means untried which nSay contribute to 
give \;is right Information, in an Affair that lo nearly con- 
cerns the Properties of our Fellow Subje£b, and the Dignity 
of the Nation.* 

Sir Robert Walpole ipoke next, to the following Purpofe. 
Sir, 
Sir Rrtxjrt Walpole. < I muft humbly beg leave to differ in my Sentiments on 
this Affair, from both the honourable Gentlemen. The Judg- 
ment, Sir, which, in my Opinion, we fliould form in this 
Cafe, ought to be grounded on Fafts as they are fairly re- 
prefented, not as they are artfully aggravated. Every Gen- 
tleman, Sir, I believe, from his bare Refleftion on the In- 
juries our Merchants have received from Spain, feels within 
his own Breaft an Indignation arife, which there is^no Occa- 
fion to increafe by the rower of Eloquence, or the Arts of a 
Lawyer. When Gentlemen, Sir, fee an Affair through the 
Mift that Paffion throws before their Eyes, it is next to im- 
poffible they fhould form a juft Judgment, I believe there is 
fcarce any Gentleman here who is not acquainted with as 
much Geography, and as much of the Hiftory, both of 
Britain and Spain, as may enable him, from a plain Repre- 
fentationofFafls, to judge whether the Allegations in this 
Petition be true or falfe. Now, Sir, are not the Merchants 
themfelves the moft proper Hands for giving in fuch a Rc- 
prefentation ? Are tliey not moft immediately interefted in 
the Fads ? Where then is the Neceffity, Sir, of having Coun- 
fel to do this ? Or what Occafion^ Sir, is there to work up- 
on 



OfL the Paffions where the Head 15 to be inferined ? I believt, ai»«^»i *»«. H* 
Sir, every Gentleman will find his Heart aa much affefted ''"^' ' 
by the artkfs Accounts of the Sufferers themfelvesj as by the 
ftudied Rhetorkkof the moil eloquent Counfel However, 
Sir, I fhall not take the Liberty to make any Motion on thb 
Head, but mtirely fubmit it to Gendemen^s Con fide ration.' 
Alderaun Willimot anfwercd in Subftance as follows : 

' I think* the Petitioners ought to have Liberty to be A'^'»«Wim««. 
heart), not only by themfclves and Countei ; hut if it were 
poffiblcthat we could indulge them in other Advantages, we 
ought to do it To talk of working upon Paffions ! .^Can 
mny Man's Paffions be wound op to a greyer Height, can anj 
Man's Indignation be more raifed than every free-born En* 
glifliman*s muft be, when he reads a Letter which I received 
ihiiMormog, and which I have now in my Hand, This Letter, 
Sir, gives an Account that feventy of our brave Sailors are 
now in Chains In Spain. Oor Countrymen in Chains f and 
Slaves to Spaniards ! h not this enougH,5ir, to Hrethe Coldeft ? 
la not this enough. Sir* to roufc all the Vengeance of % na- 
tional Refentment ? And ftiall we. Sir, fit here debating a- 
bout Words and Fortm, while the Suffisrings of our Coun- 
trymen call out loudly for Redrefs ?' , ^ ^, rh.T«iU«,^fe.r. 

Ordered that the faid Petition be referred to the Coniider- toiCommitieeof 
ation of a Committee of the whole Houfe, and that it be an ^* ''^^'' """''' 
Inllra£lion to the faid Coimnittee that they do admit the faid 
Petitioners to be heard, if they think fit, by themfelves or 
Counfel, before the faid Committee. 

Mr. Cofter, one of the Members for Briftol, theR pre- Wr cwib-' 
fented to the Houfe a Petition of the Maftcr, Wardens, Af- Si'^'* '"'"**' 
fiftants, and Commonalty of the Society of Merchant- Ad- 
venturers, within the City of Briilol, under their common 
Seal, and the fame was read i fetting forth, that for 
fome Years paft, the Britilh Trade and Navigation, to 
and from the Britifh Colonies and Plantations in America, 
hath been greatly interrupted and expofed to the coadnual 
Iflfults and Depredations of the Spaniards in thofe Seas, 
where they have taken and made Prizes of great Numbers of 
Briiifh Ships and VeHels, la their Pf^JIage to and from the 
Ciid Colonies and Plantations (fevcral of which did beloag 
to this Port) to the great Damage of his Majefly*s Subjefts j 
%vhereby the faid valuable Trade is in Danger of being loft ; 
and that, notwithfianding the Relblutions of this Houfet 
and his MajeAy's moft gracious Endeavours to obtain for his 
SobjcAsjull and reaforable SadifafUon, yet^the Spaniards 
till continue thetr Depredations, and have lately taken and 
plundered feveral Ships andVellils, faelongine to this and 
other Britiiji Ports, and have treated fuch as Eavc fallen into 
their Hands, in a very cruel and barboTQus Manner i and 

. thcres- 
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^""gj^"' ^^ therefore praying the Confideration of the Houfe, and fuch 
^^_„^-.s,^^-i^^ timely and adequate Remedy in the Premifes, as to this 

Houfe fhall feem fit. 
OrderM to be Ordered, That the faid Petition be referred to the Confi- 

Sramithw.*'*'' deration of the Committee of the whole Houfe, to whom the 
Petition of divers Merchants, Planters, and others, trading 
to, and interefled in, the Britifh Plantations in America, on 
Behalf of themfelves and many others, is referred. 

Ordered, That it be an Inllruflion to the feid Committee, 
that they do admit the Petitioners to be heard, if they think 
fit, by themfelves or Counfel, before the iaid Committee. 
J^J"tJj5^*»- Next was prefented a Petition of Samuel Bonham, Chrifro- 
Gstitj. pher AlHey, Benjamin Weal, and Jofeph Crowcher, Owners 

» of the Ship Ann Galley, Jofeph Spackman Mailer, Burthen 

one hundred and thirty Tons, or thereabouts, on Behalf of 
themfelves, and the Mariners, and Seamen of the faid 
Ship, and the fame was read; fetting forth, "that the 
Petitioners on the 4th of December 1728, and fince, have 
delivered to his Grace the Duke of Newcaftle, one of his 
Majefty's principal Secretaries of State, feven Memorials and 
Petitions addreffed to his Majefty, and (four others delivered 
at the Council-Board, each Memorial and Petition fetting 
forth the great Lofs and Damage, the Petitioners have re- 
ceived by the unjuft Capture and Seizure of their Ship Ann 
Galley and her Cargo by the Spaniards on the 13 th of Junq 
1728, in her Way from Guinea to Jamaica, after the Pacifi- 
cation between the Crowns of Great Britain and Spain was 
not only agreed on, but notified to the refpeftive Govern^ 
ments in the Weft Indies, the fame being notified at Jamaica 
the 3d of June, and at Carthagena, in New Spain, the loth 
of the fame Month j and the Value of the faid Ship and Car- 
go, with the Freight, &c. hath been attefled on the Oaths 
of the Mafter and feveral of the Officers and People belong- 
ing to the faid Ship Ann Galley, when taken by the Spa- 
• niards, to be worth 10,5001, Sterling, and upwards, befides 
the Lofs of Intcreft for that Sum to this Time, being up- 
wards of nine Years ; in all which Memorials and Petitions, 
the Petitioners mofl humbly befought his Majefly's Favour, 
Intereft, and Protcftion, in recovering their Lofs and Da- 
mage from the Spaniards; yet that, notwithftanding his 
. Majefty's Goodnefs in endeavouring, by all peaceable Ways 
and Methods, to obtain Satisfeftion for fuch their Lofs and 
Damage, it plainly appears to the Petitioners, that thofe Ce- 
dulas are no more than Delufions and Shews of Juftice ; for 
his Majefty hath been gracioufly pleafed to fend feveral Ships 
of War from Jamaica to demand Reftitution at St, Jago de 
Cuba, and by his Minifter Benjamin Keene, Efq; at the 
Court of Spain, hath made Demand of the faid Ship and 
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Cargo, or the Value thereof, and hath obtained feveral Or- amoii.^^. a 
dcrs from the Kin| of Spain, and his Minifter Don Jofeph \ ' ' ' 
Pantinhoj to his Governor and Royal Officers at St. Jago de 
Cuba, one dated at Seville the 28th of December 1730, one 
dated the 23d of February 1733, wherein his Catholick 
Majefly allows the Ship to be an unjult Capture, and orders 
his Governor, &c to cjiufe immediate Reftitution to be made, 
without making any Reply to thofe Orders ; and that, not- 
withibinding all this, and contrary, as the Petitioners appre- 
hend, to the fecond fepr.rate Article of the l>eaty of Seville, 
and thofe made by his Majclly's Royal Predeceffors, and par- 
ticularly the fourteenth Article of the Treaty of 1 670, between 
England and Spain, and confirmed by the other Treaties, 
particularly that of Utrecht in the Year 1713, by which 
fourteenth Article it is ftipulaced, that, if Jullice is denied, or 
onreafonably delayed, it Ihall be lawful for that King, whole 
Subje£b have fufFcred, to take any Rules and Methods accord- 
ing to the Law of Nations, until Reparation be made to the 
Sufferers; notwith Handing his Majelty's Goodnefs, no Satis- 
fa£tion could be obtained ; and that therefore on the 1 7th of 
January 1733-4, the Petitioners again addreffed his MJefty 
in Council, fctting forth tlie Hardnefs of their Cafe ; and 
that his Majelly, by the Advice of his Council, the 2 ill of 
February 1733-4, did fignify his Royal Pleafure to his Mi- 
nillcr at the Court of Spain, that he, in his Majefty*s Name, 
reprcfent to the Catholick King, that his Majeily looks upon 
himfelf as obliged, by his Failure of Juftice in the Welt In- 
dies to his Majefty's Sabjefts, to infill, that the Catholick 
King do forthwith caufe Reparation to be made to the Peti- 
tioners for tiieir Lofs and Damage ; on which another Order 
was forwarded to St. Jago de Cuba, to the Governor and 
Royal Officers, to make full Refiitution for the faid Lofs and 
Damage ; by which the Fadors of the Petitioners, about 
June 1734, received out of the Royal Cheft at St. Jcgo, two 
thoufand three hundred and fixty Pieces of Eight, and two 
Negro Men, the Value of which doth not exceed 531 1. Ster- 
ling; and that the Petitioners finding that nothing more is ever 
to be cxpeflcd out of the Weft-Indies (after nine Years Sol- 
licitation and Kxpence) as «ppears by their feveral Letters, 
the Copies of which have from Time to Time, as they came 
to Hand, been lent and delivered at the Council Office, and 
to the Office of his Grace the Duke of Newcaftle ; there- 
fore, fince his Majefty wasgracioufly pleafed to lay the feve- 
ral Memorials and Petitions relating to this unhappy Capture 
before the Houfe, the Petitioners on the 24th of March 
1736-7, brought their Petition into this Houfe, which was 
read, and on a Motion made, was ordered to lie on the Ta- 
ble j but that they Imvc neither received, nor have any pro- 
bable 
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babk E^ftatloiu to receive, from Old or New Spain hf* 
ther Satis ^£tton, than as before mentioned, for this thcif 
great Lofs, which is too fcverc and heavy for them to bear^ 
and which is attended with this aggravating Circumftance^ 
that the King of Spain hath a^eed, that the Capture was 
unjufl, and hath ordered Satisfadion to be made, but at « 
Place, where Experience ihcws* by repeated Demands and 
Endeavours, it cannot be obtained ; and therefore praying 
the Houfe to take this their unhappy Cafe into Confideration, 
and grant them foch Relief, as to the Houfe ihall feem 
meet. 

Ordered, That the fa id Petition be referred to the Conii- 
deration of the Committee of the whole Houfe, to whom the 
Petition of divers Merchants, PJanterSj and others trading to 
jtnd interefted in the Britith Plantations in America, on Be- 
half of them felvcs and many others ^ is referred. 

Ordered, That it be aja inflruftion to the faid Committee, 
that they do admit the Petitioners to be heard, if they 
think fit, by themfelves or Council, before the faid Com- 
mittee, 

Then was prefented a Petition of Edmund Saunders, Hen- 
ry Tongue, and Richard Farr, of the City of Brifto), Mer- 
chants, in Behalf of themfelves, Henry Lloyd deceafed» the 
InfuTcrs, Mailer, and Mariners of the Ship Robert Galley, 
of Efiftol, Burthen one hundred and twenty Tons, whereof 
Story King was Mafter, and the fame was read j 
fettijig forth, that on t the aoih of May 17^9, (which 
was aim oft a whole Year after the Pacification between the 
Crowns of Great Britain and Spain being not only agreed up- 
on, but notified to the refpeftive Governments in the Weft 
Indies) their faid Ship, proceeding on her Voyage from Gni- 
nea, by the Way of Barbadoes, to Jamaica^ was taken on 
theCoaft of Hifpaniolaj fix Leagues out at Sea, by a Spanifh 
GuanJa la Cofta, and, as the Petitioners prefume, contrary 
to the Law of Nations and Treaties then fubfifling, and the 
Ship and Cargo carried into St. Domingo, and there con- 
demned as Prize ; the Value of which, with Freight, &c. 
when taken, as attefted upon Oath by the Maftcr, was 
10,664!. Sterling, and upwards, befides the Intereft thereof 
for near nine Years ; and that Admiral Stewart, when he 
was Commander in Chief of his Majefty's Ships of War Ra- 
tioned at Jamaica, on Notice of taking of the faid Ship and 
Cargo, fent his Majelly*5 Ship the Trial to St. Domingo, to 
demand Reflitution ; but that the Commander of her received 
for Anfwer, that the Ship and Cargo had been condemnai 
by the Audience, and there could be no Redrefs, unlels ob- 
tained in old Spain ; and that the Petitioners, having made 
Applicadon to iiii^ Majeily by Petition in November 1729, 
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complaining of die unjufl: Capture of tlic iaid Sliip Robert, a^* '^f^"' 
and begging his Majelly's moJl gracious Inteipofition, that , ' - 

Jmlice and Reftitution might bedoneihem; but receiving no 
Satisfedlion, and ihe Spaniards continuing their DcpredationSi^ 
ijie Petitioners joined in a Petition with other Merchants of 
Bnilol to this poufe in 1730^ an^ then, as they conceived, 
proved the A illations thereof, when this Houfe thought fit 
10 addieh his M^efly, that he would be graciouHy j^lesikd ti» 
contJDtie his Enaeavours to prevent the Depredationi of the 
Spafiiiirds for the future, and to procure full Saii&faftion for 
the Damag;es fui^aincd ; whereupon, Commidkries were ^p> 
pointed, by Virtue of the Treaty of Seville ; and that the 
Petitioners having made Application to them, as well as to 
Mr. Keene his Majclly's Miniller at the Coun o( Madrid^ 
by a Memorial fctting forth and authenticated Papers annex- 
ed thereto, proviftff the Unjuflnels of the Capture of the faid 
Shipt and the Lois fuHained ; which wa£ delivered to bis 
Grace the Duke of Ncwcaftle, about the Month of July 
1731; but that, no Relief being had thereupon, the Peti- 
tioners again petitioned his Mujefty in the Month of Scptem- 
bee laft • which was alfo delivered to his faid Gr^ice, and ha& 
beea fimce tranOuitted to Mr. Keene ; but no Anfwer being" 
returned tliereto, there h no Probability or Expectation of re- 
ceiving any Satiifadion i and therefore praying the i^Toafe, 
as the Mcafures hitherto purfued have proved ineffefJtual, 
to take the: Premifes into farther Confideration, and grant 
fuch Relief, as to the Houfe Ihall feem jneet» and that the 
Petitiouera may be heard by themfelvej and Couiifel there- 
upon. 

Ordered, That the faid Fetiuon be referred to the Confi- z^ftn-d t? ih« 
deration of the Committee of the whole: Houfe, to whom *^«na»*'«e» 
the Fctiticn of divers Merchants, Planters, and others, trad- 
ing to, and iatcrcfted in, the Britilh Plantatioas in Ame- 
rica, on Behalf of thcmjielves, and many others, u re- 
ftrred. 

Ordered, That it be an Inftru£lion to faid Comnaittec, 
that they do admit the Petitioners to be heard, if they 
think £t, by themfclvcs or Counfel, before the faid Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Fulteney, 
Sir, 

* We have now before us an AJ^ir, in which, tho" it Is m, Pila»r* 
Iblicited by the Merchants only of one Denomination, yet 
there it not a Merchant in Great Britain who, in fomc Dc- 

ror other, may not be faid to be concerned. Jt is not, 
as has been fuggeilcd, an impotent Qamour of a few 
Smuggler?, whofe EfFcds have bceti juftly fcquclkred for 
carrying on an illicit Trade; but an humble and a jull Re- 
Vot. V. B own- 
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monftrance of a very confiderable Body of the beft Friend 
both to die Intereft and ConiUtation of their Countty, IC 
would wrong the Honour and JulUce of chis Houfe, Sir, to 
fofped:, that if the Petitioners prove the Allegations coa- 
tained in their feveral PetJtfons, they fliall not receive all 
the Relief that it is in our Power to give, Eut^ Sir, there 
are other Places where an eJTedlual Redrefii for their Injuries 
muft be foUcited, I ftiall not, Sir, go about to accufe any- 
one before I am certain that the AHegaDans exhibited in the 
Petitions are true j bat one Petition that has been iiow read, 
makes a very extraordinary Imprefllon upon mc. The Pe- 
titioners, Sir J pretend that the King of Spaiti*s Officers m 
America have dared to difobey the molt pofitive Orders 
obtained from their Mailer at his Majefty's Inftances, Can 
any Getleman, Sir, imagine, that the Span i Hi Oficers durft 
have adted in this Manner without the Connivance of their 
Court } or that their Court would have prdiimed to trifle itt' 
fuch a Manner with any Miniftry, but one which they 
thought wanted either Counige or Inclination to tefent fuch 
Treatment f As I faid before, Sir, I ihall not take upon, 
me to give my Judgment of the Affair till I have heard the 
Allegations in this Petition made out. If they cannot be 
made out, Sir, I think the Petitioners deferve theCenfure of 
this Houfe for fo grofs an Impofition. But if they are 
proved, Sir, which X think we have too good Reafon to 
expe£l, 1 cannot help faying, that I think our Miniftry 
have been guilty of a fcandalous Breach of Duty, and the 
moll infamous PufiHanimity. In the mean Time, Sir, as 
the Affair itfelf has on all Sides been confeffed of the 
greateft Importance, and it is highly requifite that every 
Gentleman, who has the Honour to iit in this Houfe, IhoulcJ 
be prefent while it is in Agitation, I think, Sir, we ought* 
to fubjeft every one, who is abfent without indifpenfible 
Neceffity, to the fevereft Cenfurc we can inflia : Therefore I 
humbly move, that the Houfe be called over on the i6Eh of 
this Month. 

The honourable Henry Pel ham, Efq; 
Sir, 

* I do not rife up to oppofe, but to fccond the honourable 
Gentleman's Motion; and. Sir, as he has been pleafed to 
give us ills Thoughts upon this Affair as it now appears to 
him, I hope I may be indulged in the fame Liberty, It ia 
a Liberty, Sir, which I fliouTd not have asked, were I not 
apprehenfive, that if fomething is not faid with regard to 
what fell from the honourable Gentleman, it might tt>o 
much anticipate the Judgment which Gentlemen may formi 
upon the prefent Affair, I have. Sir, heard of the Cafe 
which Che honourable Genikman has hinted at, and I do 
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t doubt of the Tjuth of tlie Allegations contained in the Anno 
PctjQon. But, Sir, fuppofing them true, how do thejr af- 
1 the Charade rs of thofe concerned in the Mioiftry ? Muft 
J King of Spain, or hisEdtiih Alajeity's Miniilers be an* 
verable for the Conduft of their Governors in America, 
nd for every wrong ConHruftlon which thefe Governora 
ly make of the Orders they receive from their Principals ? 
appears upon ,tne Face of one of the Petitions, that our 
JniJIiy were as active as Mai cpuld be in demanding Satis- 
aion for the Petitioners. If their Tnllances had not the 
|4efired EfFeftj the Blame cannot be laid at their Door ; for 
an the delaying of j lift ice, one of thefe rwo Ways muft 
i^e been taken : They muil either hav* afted as they l^ve 
one, orjeclared Hoftilitiea mail have commenced betwixt 
the two Crowns^ Now» Sir, I believe, the Gentlemen who 
talk fo much of entering on this Affair with Vigour, would 
have been cautious, had they been Minifters, of engaging 
in a War upon the Tranfaftion of a fingle Governor or Of- 
Uoer, contrary to the Will and Intenrion of his Sovereign. 
If upon the Reprefentations that were made by his Majelly'a 
MiniUcrs at the Court of Spain, the Spaniih. MiniHera had 
anfwered that the Capture was jufl, and they were refolved 
to feia; all other Brltiih Ships traciing in the fame Manner; 
This, Sir, being looked upon as the Senfe of their Courts 
might ha^e afforded very good Grounds for a Rapture. But 
it appears, Sir, from the Petition, that the Thing was 
quite othcrwife, and that theMIniftry were only blameabJc 
for not attacking the Court of Spain, becaufe his Oflicers 
either did not underl1.and, or would not obey his Orders, 
I agree with the honourable Gentleman, as to the Neceility 
of our making a Rtl€L Enquirjr into this Affair i and I 
think the Motion he has made is highly reafonable. But, 
Sir, I believe that Enquiry will produce a different Effeft 
from what is expefted by the honourable Gentleman, I 
have Reafon,Sir, to be confident, that it is the Intereft of the 
Miniftry we Ihould examine the Allegations contained in 
thefe Petitions; for I amperfuaded, thjit thereby they muft 
be cleared from every Imputation of adling either acowardly 
or 3 negligent Part ; and let the Blame fall where it wiH| I 
dare fay it cannot julUy fall upaii them.' 

Upon this the J»lotion wa^ agreed to ; but the Call of the Motion 
Houfe ^vaa put off when the Day appointed came, beciufe it 
wa5 rightly judged, thjit when the Call was over, many Mem- 
bers would drop off; whereas, if it was delayed from Day 
to Day, it would be a Method to detain them in Town. 

After diCpKching fomc private Bills^ Sif John BarrnaM 
fpoke to the following Purpofe : 
^ P* Sir* 
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' As the Petitions now prefeiited to us have tjetai fo unam- 
Sir John Bimar* mou^y referred to a Committee of the whole Houfe, and 
biZ" !iS.l^''eUt{^g a proper Day appointad for taking them into ConfideratJon, 
*> tit Nreouatfom J make HO doubt of our entering lerloufly into an Examina- 
^ ^ tion of the Grievancea oomplained ofj but, as thofe Grie- 

vances aie of a foreign Nature, as they arc GrieyanccE whlcli 
have been long complained of, and as they are Grievances 
our Government, we know, have endeavoured to get re- 
drefied, have applied to the proper G>urt for that Piirpofe, 
I mufl: be of Opiniont that wc cannot examine thoroughly as 
we ought to do, into this Affair, without havihg before oa 
the whole Thread of that long Negotiation which has been 
carried on with the Court of Spain, for obtaining Redrefs ii| 
an amicable and peacatle Manner, 

* The Abufe* complained of by the Petitions now before 
ti3 arCj I muft fay, Sir^ of a moft extraordinary Nature : 
They are fuch as the inol! pitiful Prince in the World would 
not fuffer from the molt powerful, without taking the firft 
Opportunity for (hewing hia Refentment. By thefe Peticiona 
we are told, that the Spaniards have not only (eized our Ships, 
with their EfFedb, in a moft arbitrary Manner, but that they 
have inhumanly treated our Seamen. Nayi T^e are told, 
that with refpeft to one Ship in particula.'r, though the 
Court of Spain itfelf has ac|^nowledged, her being wrong* 
fully and injurioufly felzed, yet they have hitherto rfefiifed or 
delayed making any piioper Reparation » notwithiftaodingits 
being now almoft ten Years fmce the Ship Was feiied, and 
near eight Years fince the Court of Spain itfetf acknowledged 
the InjuHice of the Seizure. 

* Butwhyfljould I talk, Sir, of what ha sheen done eight 
ot ten Years ago, or but lately ! Thefe Jnfuks and Abiifes 
have been continued, I may Ciy without Interruption, ever 
ii^ce his late Majcllj/'s Acceffion to the Crown, which is 
near twenty- four Years ilnce. This is riot the iirll Time that 
ouJ: Merchanta have been obliged to fue to this Roufe for 
Redfefs iri this Affair. In the Year lyzB we may remem- 
ber that Application was made to this Houfe, againlt the 
jnany iinjuft Seizures and Depredations, that Wd, for feyeral 
Years preceding,^ been committed by the Spaniards in Ame- 
rica upon his Majefty's SubjetJls, whilfl they were carrying on 
tjicir fair and law fii! Trade in thofe Parts; and upon that 
Application', this Houfe came tjien to a Refolution, ' That 
^ fiom the Ptace of Utrecht in 1 7 1 3 to that Tim^, the Britilh 

• Trade and Navigation to and from the feveral Britifh Colo- 
•tjiesin America, had been greatly interrupted hy the conti- 
' nual Deprcd?itions of the Spaniards, who had, feijied vfciy 

* valuable Eflei^Si and unjuHIy taken and made Pjize of great 
f Nujnbers of Britiih Ships and YelTeh, in thofe Parts, to the 

'great 
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* great Lofs and Damage of the SubjeQs of this Kingdom, and 
■ in manifefl Viola tioo of the Treaties fubliiliog between the 

* two Cfowns : Upon, wKkh Refolution an Addrefs was prc- 

* fcnted to his Majefty/ Befeecliiiig him to ufc his Endeavours 
for obtaining Satisfaflion and Sazurity for our Merchants. 
But vyhat was the Confeciuence ? The Spniards not onJy re- 
fufed Sitisfedion, but continued their Depredations j and 
Cherefore a. new Application was made to thi5 Houfe, and a 
new Addrefs prefented to his Majefty by this Houfe, in the 
Year 1750, which mull now appear to have had as little 
Eff«^ as the former, if the Fa£ls chara;ed in the Petitk>na 
BOW befprc us fhal!, gpon Examination, ©e found true. 

" ' After having thus ilated the Cafe in its proper and true 
Ijgbt, tmnSt take jR(Hice, Sir, thrit when we go into a Com-, 
njiftc^ upon this Affair, the iirft Thing we enijuire into, is, 
ft) "kjiow whether the FaQs, as reprcfcnted in the Peritions, 
ire true ; for which Furpofe we muft examine the Peti- 
tioners, and fuch Witneilb, or other Vouchers, as they ftiall 
l^afe to bring or lay before us. This we muft certainly do ; 
but when we have done thisj we fliall hnve heard only one 
Side of the Quefiion ; for, furely the Spaniards have fome 
Pretence for what they have done, or fomcthing to fey m 
f^cir own Vindication. As there is no War, nor has been 
fir f«veral Y^s, between the two Natipns, they would not 
^rtainlyhavefdzed any one Ship belonging to ^ritiih Sub- 
j^s, withoat fome Pretence for fo doing ; smd irom the. 
jjiitlom, the Penetration^ and the Courage of our prefcnt 
l^iniilers, I mall concWe, that thofe Pretences were fiich aa 
mxied fome Shew ^t Colouj of Reafon , becaufe if it h^d! 
been otherwife, t am convinced^ our Minifters would have 
ads'iied declaririg War againll them long bcfcffo this Tinje, 
"Jheie Pretences therefore we mull examine into, before we 
caji come to any ^oper or juH Refglutioos with refpcft to. 
tiiis Affair; and ^hefc Pretences we cannot c^^amine into, 
without having before us ail the Lcttea, Memorials, ajid o-, 
t|ier Papers, that havp palled between, the two Courts uppa 
thi« Subjeft. 

* If the Faflflfet forth in the Petitions be fouifd to betr,upk 
aji4.*'^^V ^^ reprcientcd ; and if the Pretencop made ufc of 
by the Spaniards for treating our Merchants an^ Seamen in 
fpch a thjevifli and barbarouiMaJMier, he f<^und to be frlvolou* 
a^d groundlefei the nextThirtg wc are to ifiquirc into, isf how> 
it cnincs that no Sati^fa^on has yet been obtained, and wha^- 
Proffefit we now have of obtaining Satisfa<£tiaa ? Fo^ in fuch. 
Cai« there are but thsce Ways of obtaining Sacisfaflion,; 
^%hlch are, either by Negpciatioo, by declaring War, or byi 
a'middle Way biftiyeen lefc two, I mean , that of grai!\tipg: 
^et(^& gf ManjtM^ or i^^rilaJ m fuch, of, our Svii^efitl as iavc. 
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been injure A The firffi we have certamly tried i and If tljif 

fliould be now in fucKForwardnefa as that a proper S:itisfa6tior\ 

nxayt in all Probability, be foon expelled, I fhould be again f| 

this Houfe*s coming to any Refolution at prefent, left it 

might dilliirb or interrupt the Courfe of that NegotKidon; 

but this we cannot enquire into, without having before ug 

(hofe Letters, Memorials, and other Papers, that nave latelyj, 

ipr indeed thofe that have lall paJTed between the two Courts 

upon this Subjc^. In this Cafe, I £iy, Sir, I ftiould beat 

galnft our coming to any prefent Refolution ; but if it ihoiJd 

appear, that we have now no Hopes of obtaining Satisfnc* 

tiojxor Security In a peaceable Manner, I niuft thinlc it woiijli 

Be very proper for us to inquire into what Profpe£l we ever 

had of ohtaintng Redrefs by Way of Negotiation j for con- 

Jidering that our Negotiations for this Purpofe have coDti- 

nued, or at Icaftdtghtto have continued, for aboi^e thefe 

twenty Years, I cannot but be of Opinion, that we have 

BeenbwnbooKled wltli fair Promifes i and in that Cafe I do 

rot know but it may be thought proper to inquire into the. 

Nature of thofe Promifes, ih orfer to know whether th^jr, 

were fuch as A prildent Man ooght to have depended on i be- 

ciqfc if they were of fucb a Nature, or lb often broken, a$ 

that no prudent Man would have depended on them, lam 

fure it ought to ftir up the Refentment of this Nation againft 

ipme other Perfons, as well as againlt the Spaniar<Js, This. 

Kfecwife is aPieceofK^iowledgc which we cannot comea^l 

without having before us all thofe Letters, Memorials* ai^ 

Qther Papers, thathavt palled between the two Courts^ le- 

iiitlng to the Depredations, Infults, and Cruelties now com-j 

plained of. 

' I think I have now fliewn, Sir, that wc cannot feriouijy ^ 
and thoroughly examine into thcGrievanCes complained of in 
iht Petitions now before \is', or come to any proper Refolnt' 
tions for obtaining Redrefs, without having before us the' 
whole Thread of the 'Negotiation betweek, Spain and iis* rt/ 
ktiftg to the Depredations committed by theSubJeds of Spajtt 
upon thofe of Grea^t- Britain; but before I make any t^.t*- 
tson for this Purpofe, I muR beg leave to obferve, that this 
very AflTair , har occaifioned many Complaints amone jdar 
People, not only agafriR the Spr\riard5^ but agiinft our pre-' 
fcnt Adminiflratiion, . Thofe Merchants and Seamen who 
have been pUindcttd and abufed, ans^ have been at fo much ' 
Trouble, andJfo/gregfcan Expe nee ol* Time and Money, in 
applying for Redrefs both at the CoOft of Great Britain, and, 
ty Encouragement and Recommendado^ from thence, at the 
Court of Spain, artajit to think, that both the Honoui; and 
Intereft of their Gauntry He ncgleftcd and forgot. ' Nay* 
thJs Opimon prevailf too much, not «nlj &mwg thofe ifho 
* ' 9^:6 
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are the Sulf^rers, but alfb among their Friends and Aoquain- *'^/*^* *^' 
tsjicCf and I am afraidfj among all thofe who havo heard or 
read of thcfe often-repeated Depredations. This Opinion 
not only renders our People difcontented with our Adrnint- 
ftrationj but, what is of much worfe Confequence, it may 
Tender our People difafi^iled towards his Majedy and his il- 
Idftrious Family i and it mcft be confcflcd* that Gentlemen 
who are no way acquainted with the Secreta of our pubHck 
Tranfaftions for feveral Years pa ft, do not well know what 
to fay to thofe who thus complain, or Jiow to make an Excuf« 
tot the many LofTcs, DifappointmentSj and Delays our Mer- 
chants have met with. 

* This Inability which moft Gentlemen in the Kingdom 
are under, muft be a real Grief to all thofe who have a true 
Regard for his Majelly, or for the Roy a^^ Family. This, Sir, 
of jtfelf hf in my Opinion, a fufficient Argument for Gen- 
kmen's being defirous to examine into the late Negociations, 
that have pafled between Spain and us. I hope every Gen- 
tleman will from thence fee, that every thing has been done 
for obtaining Satisfaftlon for pafl Injuries, and Security a- 
gainft future, that could be done by a wife King and a difin- 
icrefted Adminiflmtion. From thence every Gentleman 
will be able to give a fatisfaftory Anfwer to alt thofe who 
think they have Reafon to complain ; by which Means, Dif- 
affeftion will be prevented^ and thofe Difcontents, which I 
am afraid fell heavily at prefenc upon our own Admimllra- 
tbn, will then, I hope, be all converted into a jul! Re- 
fentment ag:iioft the Shuffling, and repeated Breadies of 
Faith, which the Spaniards have been guilty of. This, I fay^ 
Sir, will, I hope, be the Confequencc of having thefc Pa- 
pers laid before as ; but wliatevcr may be the (Jon/equencc 
with refpsa to thofe who have been entriiRed with our Ad- 
miniftration, I am fure every Gentleman will fee, and from 
thence will be able to convince others, that his Majefty has all 
along afted the moil prudent Part, according to the Infor- 
mation he has had from Time to Time; which will of 
Coiiffe remove every Ground of Difa^flion ; and this i& 
what, limfure, the Majorit)' of this Houfe have chiefly, if 
not folely, at Heart; for the 'Majority of this Houfewill, I 
hope, :Jways have a much greater Concern for vindicating 
the Honour of their Sovereign, than for fcrcening or con- 
cealing the Faultsofany of his Minillers, either abroad orac 
home. 

* In fuIlConfidenceof this. Sir, 1 prcfiune the Motion I 
am to make will be unanimouily agreed tOj and therefore I 
Aull ^dd RomorCi buiinove: 

That 
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f' That an humble Ad4refcs be prefented to lus Majeffy, 
that he would be gracioufly pleafed to give Dircilioris for 
lading before the Ho ufe Copies or Extracts of the feveral 
PctkionSj Reprefentations, Memorials, and all ofher Papers 
relating to the Spanifh Depredations upon theBritJfh Subjefts j 
which had been prefented to his Majefty^ or delivered to 
cither of his Maje[ly''s principal Secretaries of State fince 
JTidrummer laft i together with Copies, or Extrafh of fuch 
Memorials orJteprefencations, as had been made either to the 
King of Spain or his Minifters ; and the Aafwers returned 
ty tliem to the fame ; and together with Copies, or Extrads 
of the Letters written to hts Majeily's Minifter at Madrid^ 
with the Anfwers received from him relating to the faid De- 
predations, '* 

This Motion being feconded by Mr. Alderman Perry, Sir 
Robert Walpolc rofe, and fpokc £o the following Purpofe: 
Sir, 

' I do not fend up to oppofe the honourable Gentleman*s 
Itfotion, becaufe there are many Papers have pafled between 
the Courts of Great-Britain and Spain, relating to the Sub - 
jeft of Complaint nov/ before you, which it may be proper 
for the Committee to fee; but there are certainly fooxe 
which you ought not as yet to call for ; and therefore I muA 
think the Motion rather too general and extenlive ; for tho* 
we have a full and unlimited Power of addreffingfor whatever 
we may think proper, yet we onght never to defire any 
Thing but what the Crown may probably be able to comply 
with, without doing an Injury to the publick Affairs of the 
Nation. 

* I am fqte it cannot be fuppofed. Sir, that I have any 
Objeftionj on my own particular Account, againft calling 
for any Letters, Memorials, or other Papers, that have 
lieen contrived and drawn up by the Court of Spain : I am no 
Mmiikr at that Court, nor can it be faid that I have the 
IcalHnfluence on any of their Councils; and therefore I 
cannot bemadetoanfwcr for any Step they have been pleaftd 
to take, relating to the Thing now before us. If I had had 
die leaft Influence on any of their Councils, I am furc I 
would have advifed them, even for their own Sakes, to havt 
obferved a very different Sort of Condud with refpeft to this 
Nation. In my Opinion, if the Spaniards were governed by 
prudent Councils, if their publick Affairs were under thi 
Management ofthofewho had nothing clfe in View but the 
bue Intcrcfl of that Kingdom, they would £nd it as mucli 
their Intereft to avoid picking Quarrels with iis, as it is our 
Interefit to avoid picking any Quarrel with them. They 
would have longfince found, and they may probably at lall 
find, to their Cojij that their own Proverb will always hold 
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true, * Peace with England, and War with all the Wotld 
p.* befides * This has long ago become a Sort of Proverb in 
: SpaniJh Language, and will always be found to be ajtiit 

Jid a prudent Maxim ; for it is the Intereft of both Nations 

>l>e well with one anotJieri but X^adons have often the 
Jvl is fortune to be governed by thofe, who have nothing left 
ID View than the Intcrcit of that Country they govern. 
L. * For this Reafon, Sir, every Gentlemijn imill: allow^ 
;that a War with Spain ought to he avoided if poflible ; and 
as his Majerty has not asyet told us, that hehasgiA^en overall 
Hopes of obtaining Rcdrefs by Negociation, we ought to 
take no Step, nor call for any Paper, that may render inef- 
fe£lua], or perhajpis put an iotire Stop to all future Negocia- 
tion. We cannot fuppofe that any Step taken by ihb 
Houfe, or any Paper laid before us» can be kept z Secret, 
becaufe there are generally great Numbers of f^erfons pre- 
fent, befides thofe who have a Right to be here. This, I 
lay, can nev«r be fuppofed ; and therefore it hiis always 
been obferved as a Rule in our Proceedingg, never to call 
for any Paper relating to an Affair then in Agitation. The 
la ft Memorial or Antwer from Spain is a Paper of this 
Nature: It arrived bat (>n Saturday laft; and, 1 believe, I 
may venture to acquaint the Houie, that it is far from being 
fatisfadory j but if kept private, and no violent Meafures 
taken in the mean Time, it may be explained fo as to render 
it fatisfailory, by which means an open Rupture will be 
prevented ; WhereaSj if it Ihould be laid betore this Houfe, 
it may inflame the Nation, or even this Houfe, fo much, as 
to hurry us into fomc violent Meafaresj and even fuppofc 
we fliould be able to govern eur Refentment, yet tJie 
rendering it publick^ which would certainly be the Confe- 
quence of laying it before us, might make the Court of Spain 
think their Honour concerned in adhering peremptorily to 
the Terms of this Anfwer, without giving fuch Explana- 
tions as* they might otheiwife in prudence be induced to give. 

* I fhall moft readily agree. Sir, that our Merchants and 
Seamen have been often treated molt uojuftly and moft in- 
humanly by the SpanH!h Gtiarda Coftas, and that both the 
Honour and lotercft of the Nation are deeply concerned in 
obtaining Reparation for paft Injuries, and a proper Secu- 
rity againft being expofed to any fuch in Time to comei 
but we certainly ought not to have Recourfe to Arms as long 
as there is any Profpcil of obtaining Redrefs in a peaceable 
Manner. It is without Doubt a very popular Way of arguing^ 
to talk highly of the Honour, the Courage, and the fuperior 
Power of this Nation ; and, I believe, I have as good an Opi- 
nion of the Honour, Courage, and Power of this Nation, as 
My Man can, or ought to iwve ; but other Nitiona muil be 
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Mrpo^Ec to have Honour as well as we, and all Nations 
^*Tv:r.»I!\ have a great Opinion of.their Courage, and Power. 
I:' wc Atould come to an open Rapture with Spain, 
v=c might in all Probability have the Advantage; but 
\'*aor>- and SucceG do not always attend upon that Side 
which leems to be the moft powerful; therefore an open 
Rupture, or declared War, between two potent Nations, 
ifeoft always be allowed to be an Affair of the utmoft Impor- 
UBce to both ; and as this may be the Confequence of our 
prefent Deliberations, we ought to proceed with great Cool, 
nefs, and with the utmoft Caution. 

Prudence and PufiUanimity, Sir, are two Words which are 
eafily xmderftood in private Life; but in publick Life, and in 
national AfFairs, it is not fo eafy to form proper Ideas for thefe 
two Words, and to determine the exad Boundaries between 
them. If a private Man fljould think his Honour injured, 
he may, he ought to refent it immediately ; becaufe, as he 
has nothing but his own Life to lofe, his own Opinion is a 
good and a fufiicient Reafon for putting it to the Venture : 
But in national Quarrels the lives of many Thoufands are 
concerned ; and thofe who are to deliberate and determine in 
what Manner, 'or how foon, an Injury ought to be refented, 
are generally thofe whofe Lives, in Cafe of a Rupture, will 
be the laft of being brought into Danger. For this Reafon, 
they ought not to depend fo much on their own Opinion ; nor 
ought they to infift upon fuch Punflilio^siis may be infifted 
on in private Life. They ought to confider the Circumftances 
of both Nations, and they ought to weigh thoroughly the 
probable Confequences ; for it may fometimes be the Intereft 
of a Nation to pocket an Affront, or at leaft to defer their 
Refentment, till they find a more proper Opportunity for 
taking Vengeance. This is what we cannot be competent 
Judges of, even though we had all the Papers now moved 
for before us ; becaufe from them we could not guefs how we 
iland with refpefl: to the other Powers of Europe. We 
could not from thence know, but that our coming to an im- 
mediate Rupture with Spain might unite feveral Powers 
againft us ; and, in that Cafe, furely, it would be Madneis 
in us to call for any Paper, or to make any Step, which might 
haflen that Rupture. 

* From this Confideration it muft appear. Sir, that even 
with refpe£l to a Nation, whofe Friendlhip we have no Rea- 
fon to be fond of, it may not at all Times be proper to fhew 
an immediate Refentment; but with refpedt to a Nation 
whofe Friendlhip we have Realbn to be fond of, and not on- 
ly a Nation we ought to endeavour to be well with, but like- 
wife a Nation whole real Intereft it is to cultivate a Friend- 
lhip with us, we ceruinly ought not to be quick in (hewing 
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tm Refentraf nt, upon every MifunderftamUng dvat majr bap- *^-!\?^' ^ 
pen between u?. If fucH a Nation fhauld be iidrried into t^i'^J-^ 
wii&ng Meafares with refpeft to us, cither by the particukr 
Circuinftance^ tliey happen U> ^ in, or perhaps, by weak or 
treacherous Councib, there miy be many Reafons for our 
delaying to ftiew a proper Refentment j becaufe the Circum- 
iUnces they are in may alter, or tlicy may come to be go- 
verned by. niore prudent or more uprigh: CounciJs, in which 
Cafe they wfll court a Recondlintioiij and for that Purpofe 
will be glad to timke us all the Reparjition they have in their 
Power. This will certainly be tl>e Caic with Spiin, as foon 
as ihey begin to confider ieriouflyi and to purfLig folely that 
which is ttte true iDterell of the Spaiiifli Nalba in gcneraL 
The prefent MifunrferAandings between us, would then be 
tailly stuJ fpeedily rennoveiJ j whereas if we fliotild hurry our- 
fclves into a War with that Nation, the Viokrsces, Rapines, 
and Mriffacrees, V'hich would be committed on both Sides, 
might eftablifli a Sort of national Enmity and Hatred between 
the People or the two Kingdoms, which both GonrEs, if they 
were never fo well inclinetl to each other, might iind diffi- 
cult to remove fcr many Years after. 

* For this Reafon, Sir, we ought to avoid as much as 
poilible coining to an open Rupture with that Nation in par- 
ticular i and, therefore, I do not know any great NccclHty 
there is for oar calling for 'any Papers ; for I do not think 
we c.in come to jiny Resolution upon the prefcni Occaiion, 
except that of addrefling his Majeily to take thole Meafures 
which he mayt in his great Wifdom, think moll prudent 
ij}d nece^ry, for obtaining Redreis to hi$ injured Subje^s. 
I hope no Gentleman will think, th^t thb Houfc ought to 
declare War agaitift Spain* Qr that we ought to advife 
his iVldjefty to declare War, ^ilJ he applies to \a» for our Ad- 
vice upon that Head, Such a Proceeding would not only 
be an Incroadunent upon one of the moft Qcrtain Preroga- 
tives of the Crctwn, but it would Ijkewifc bf a Sign of great 
Raftinefs and Imprudence ; for no Man ,c?.n prtjdently give 
his Advice for declaring Wwr, without knowing the whole 
Syftcm of the AJFiirs of Europe as they ftiLnd ^' ^ '^'•'■<-nt, and 
how the jSrveral Potentates of Etttope novy t rod to- 

wards one another. It is not the Power oi ■.i-.i.i, mvJ the 
Power of this Nation only, that w« ought in *uch a Gafe to 
confider and compare i We ooght likewife to know what 
Allies out Enemies may h*v^c, and what Affillance we may 
expe<?t from our Friends ; neidier of which we can know 
from the Papers now moved to be called fo\\ \i tlicy were all 
laid before Ais i therefore we mtift leave it eiitJTcly to his 
M*j«liyj to take the moft prudent Meafares fat obtaining 
McdfCUi ftiidi wh«n lu£ MAJeily inds thag iki peaceable 
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Meafares will prevail, he will without doubt apply to this 
Houfe for Advice as well as Affiftance ; and> will then cer>- 
cainly give the Houfe all the Information that may be ne- 
ceflary for giving us a fiill View of our Circumfiances both 
abroad and at home. 

* From what I have faid. Sir, I hope Gentlemen will be 
of Opinion, that we can come to no Refolution tipon the 
prefent Occafion, but that of addrefTing his Majefty in much 
the fame Terms this Houfe has heretofore done upon a like 
Occafion ; and this, I am convinced, every Gentleman will 
think we may do, without having before us any of the An- 
fwers from the Court of Spain, efpecially that which ar- 
rived only on Saturday laft. There is, therefore, not the 
leaft Occoilon for our calling for that Paper; if we do, we 
may have Rcafon to repent it; but, I am fure we can never 
have Occafion to rerpent our not calling for it ; becaufe, we 
may hereafter have that, and every other Paper relating to 
the Aflair now in Hand, laid before us ; and, if any of his 
Majefty*s Minifters, either abroad or at home, have been to 
blame, or have injured the Nation by their Ignorance or 
Negka, or by any criminal Step, in the Cbui-fe of thefe 
Negociations, it will then appear ; and the Perfon guilty may 
be puniAied according as the Houfe. (hall then fee juil ; for 
no one of his Majefty's Miniften either does, or can expeft 
to have his Failing fkreened or concealed by a Britifh Houfe 
of G>mmons ;- 1 hope no one of them has any Occafion for 
fuch Skreening or Concealment. 

* As for the Diicontents that may be in the Nation, on 
Account of the Depredations committed by the Spaniards, I 
cannot think that any of them are directed againfl the Admini- 
(Iration; I am fure they cannot with any Juftice be fo dired- 
ed; and therefore, I am convinced, that none of them are 
fo directed by any Perfon whd is not difafieded to his Ma- 
jefty, as well as difcontented with the Adminiilratlon. But 
I hope moft of them are Ictrelled where they ought only to 
be levelled ; I mean a^inft the Spaniards, "who have been 
guilty of, or have connived at, thofe Depredations ; for even 
from the Papers we have already feen, I muft be of Opinion, 
that our Miniilers, both abroad and at home,"have been at 
as much Pains as it was poffible for them to be 'at, and have 
ufed all proper Means f(H- omvincing the Coait' c^ Spain of 
their Error, and for prevailibg with them tor-teake full Re- 
paration. This, I fay, I am omvinced of from the Papers 
now upon our Table, which iii my Opinion may fumilh any 
willing Mind with Matter fafficient, not only for vindicating 
his Majefty's Government from any Afpcrfioft that- may be 
caft upon it by the Di&fieded, but alfo for vindicating the 
Meaftircfl, porfued by the Adminiftration. With refped to 
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Ms Ma]efty*5 Government, tho' there are fomewJthoQt Boors ^"^ " ^• 
who, for the Sake of fpreading DlfafRjAion, are ready to im- i 
pute the moll cafual Misfortunes, to {bme Fault or Negleft 
in his Govemmenr ; yet i am fore there is no Gentlemen 
within DoorSj who will not be readjr to vindicate it upon 
every Occafion ; but with refpcfl: to the Adminiftratlon, I 
cannot fay fo much : I am afraid there arc Ibrae within Doors 
as well as without,who sre not very willing to vindicate it up- 
on any Occafion, and who upon moft Occ^'.fiohs are even un- 
willing to admit of thofe Excufes, which the Adminiftration 
may jullly lay claim to. 

* As I do not oppofe calling for any Papers, in which our 
Adroiniftration can be fuppofed to have a Concern, I hope, 
what I have faid. Sir, will have the more Weight, If I 
©ppofed calling for any Papers that have been penned or ad- 
vifed by any of our Minifters, it might perhaps be Tufpefted 
that my Oppofition proceeded from fome felfifii End, in 
order fo prevent an Enquiry ItiLto my own Conduft, or into 
theCondud of fome of my Friends; bnt as I oppoft calling 
for fome of thofe Papers only, which have been penned and 
advifed by the Minifters of Spain, I cannot think my Oppo- 
fition will be liable to any fuch Sufpicion ; I hope it will be 
thought, I have nothing but the Good of my Country in 
View I really think, and I proteft I fpeak itiincereJy, I 
fiiy, I really think it inconfiftcnt wiih the Intercft of the 
Nation, to call for any Paper fo kcely arrived, as the lalt 
Difpatch which came from the Court of Spain tx) this Court. 
It may be attended with terrible Confequences, not only in 
the Cafe now before us, but in many future Caies, becaufe 
k wfli be a dangerous Precedent for all Time to come. Who 
knows. Sir, Ihould we make a Precedent of this, but that a 
fiitufc Houfe of Commons may aflume to the mfc Ives a Power 
of calling ibr Papers daring the Dependance of a Negocia* 
tkm ; and if this ilioold ever come to be our Cafe, I am furc 
no foreign Prince or State will ever enter into any fccret Nego- 
ci.ttion or Treaty with our Government, the Confequences of 
which I (haU leave to every Gentleman to form to himfelfa 
Notion of; for they are beyond what I can pretend to exprefs. 

* I am fax from thinking. Sir, that a Negative ought to 
be put upon the Motion the honourabSe Gentleman has 
been plcafed to make ; but from what 1 have faid, I hope 
even he himfelf will be convinced, that his Motion ought to 
be confined, and that iherefore he will agree to the Amend- 
ment I am to propofe; for in the A fBur now before us, it 
will be a great Advantage to the Nation, and therefore I 
wifii, that we may proceed in every Step with the greateft 
Concord and Unanimity. The Amendment I propofe is| 
That thofe Words which relate to the Anfwcts from Spain 
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l^^^^pI^JJi,^ Motion will run thus : « Together with Copies or Exuads 

* of fuch Memorials or Reprefentations, as had been made, 

< either to the Kinz of Spain, or his Miniflers ; and of the 

< Letters written to his Majefl)'*sMiniiter at Madrid relating 

* to the faid Depredations.* 
Mr. Pulteney fpoke next. 

Sir, 
Mr.roitencr. * The Motion made by my honourable Friend over the 

Way, is not only fo juft in itfelf, but ib much calculated 
for vindicating the Condufl of the honourable Gentleman 
who fpoke laft, that I wonder to hear him oppofe calling 
for any Papers, or any one Paper, that can be fuj^)o{ed to 
have the leaft Relation to the Subjed of Complaint now un- 
der our Coniideration. If I were to advife him, and I fpeak 
it with the utrooil Sincerity,. T would adviCe him, for his own 
Sake,, as well as for the Sake of the Nation, to advife laying 
the Affiiir fully before the Parliament, in order to have the 
i^dvice of Parliament upon fuch an important Occafion. 
We have in this Kingdom feveral Councils ; we have 
a Privy Council s a Qibinet Council ; and, for what I 
)uiow» a more iecret aiul lefs numerous Council flill, by 
which the other two are dircAed : But the Parliament is hb 
Majefly's great and chief Council : It i& the Council which 
allMinifters oueht, both for their own Sakes and their Ma- 
kers, to advife nis Majefty to confult with, upon every Af- 
fair of great Weight and Importance ; for, from all our 
Hiilories we fiull find, that thofe Kings have been the 
mofl: happy and glorious, who have onen confulted with 
iheir Parliaments ; and that thofe Miniflers have always gone 
through their Adminiftration with the greatefl; Eafe and Ap> 
l^ufe, and have divefied themfelves of their Power with 
the sreateft Safety to themfelves,. which feldom happens ta 
any out thofe who h^ve advifed their Matters to depend chiefly 
upon the Advice of their Parliaments. 

* In our Privy Council, Sir, in our Cabinet Council, and 
in any more fecret Council, ii there be any fuch, the ho- 
nourable Gentleman may be fupp6fed to have a Sway ; nay, 
it may he even fnfpe^ed that he has, under his Majefty, the 
chief Direction of each ; and therefore he may, fome Timq 
hereafter, be made to anfwei: for their Determinations ; but it 
cannot be fuipeded that he has the Dire&ion of either Houie 
of Parliament, nor are we to prefume that he has any other 
Sway in this Houfe, but that which proceeds either from the 
Solidity and Strength cif his Arguments, or from his fuperior Art 
of Perifuai»in : For which Reafbn he can never faie made to 
anfwer for afay Refelution of Parliament, or for any Thing 
that is done purfiunt to the Advice of Parliament. In all 
afc3 
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Cafes tTjererore he ouglit to be fond of having the Adtrice, or 
at leall the Approbation, of an iodepenilant and free Parlia- 
ment ; but more particularly in a Caie fuch as the prefent, 
where the tnoft prudent Co anti Is may not be always attentkd 
with the wifhed-for Succefs, In fuch Cafes, I fayj more 
particularly, he ought in common Prudence to.chufe and 
defire, chat his Conaudl ihould proceed from the Advice and 
the Refolations of Parliaitient j becaufe^ whatever may be 
the Event, he cannot be made to anfwer for our Conduct, 
Gor can he be blamed even by thofe who jadge of Things 
on!y by the Event, which is the Cife of the greatcft Part of 
Mankind, in this as well as every other Country. 

• I am very fenfiblc. Sir, the honourable Gentleman is 
no Minifter In Spain ; I believe he has but very little, if any 
dire£l Influence upon that Court i and I am forry it is fo^ 
bcc Lufe if he had any Power over their Councils, I find he 
would have advifed them to haveafted in a very different 
Manner towards us, and in a Manner more confbnant to 
their own Honour and Intereft as well as ours : Bat yet I 
would not have him lo depend fo much upon his never being 
brought to anfwer for any of thofe Memorials or Anfwers. 
that have been drawn up, or any of the Meafures that have 
been purfued by the Court of Spain , becauie both might , 
and, 1 believe, did very much depend upon the Memorials 
or Reprefen Cations we fent them, and the Meafures we pur- 
faed; and if by Any Fault or Miflake in our Conduct, ihsy 
have been induced to fend ns wrong or evafive Anfwers, or 
to purfue Mcifures that were contrary to the Honour or the 
Tntereft of this Nation, thofe who were the Authors and 
Advifers of our Condud toward; them, may jtiilly be made to 
anfwer for their Conduft towards U5; efpecially as no Part of 
our pall Conduftcan'be feid to have proceeded from the Ad- 
vicCj or from the Rcfolutioas of Parliament. When I fay 
this, Sir^ I would not have it thought, that I intend to blame 
any Part four late Condu£l towards Spain, or to charge any 
Gentleman with Living been the Author and Advifer of 
that Condufl- This is what neither I nor any Gentleman 

-n do, til! he has fully and thoroughly enquired into the 
iAffoir now before us, and particularly the Papers now called 
lot. 

* The Interefts of Trade and our Situation, Sir, taskes 
a Friendlhip betwixt this Nation and the Crown of Spain* 
to be wjihed for by every boneft Englilhman, and 
by every true Spaniard; but. Sir, if we have negledled 
to cultivate a Friendlhip with that Nation, or if it 
Jhould be found, that we hive even wilfully or cauleleily 
4iiibbliged thcm» for tht; Sitkc of cultivating a Friendlhip 

witii 
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*^y^y.^ "* with Other Nations^ whofe Friendfliip can "never be of any 
J great Service, but has been ftill found ruinous to this Nation, 
or for the Sake of encouraging or protecting a particular Set 
ofMenamongft ourfelves, I believe it will be generally a- 
greed, that the Authors and Advifers of fuch a Condudl, 
ought to be enquired after by, and ought to fall under the 
Ccnfure of, a Britifli Parliament : I believe every Man will 
likewife agree, that we cannot in Juftice expedi Reparation 
till we are ready to give it; and that, if we were the firft to 
. offend, we ought to be the firft to ofier an Attonement. . I 
am far from thinking that this is the Cafe, but I am fure it 
will be allowed, that it may; and furely, this Houfe can 
come to no Refolution, with refpe£l to the Ai&ir before us, 
till we know whether this be the Cafe or not. Now, I would 
Jbe glad to know, lioW it is poffible for us to determine, 
whether this be the Cafe or not, till we have feen all the 
Memorials, Anfwers, and other Papers, drawn up by the 
Court of Spain upon this Head; for, from thefe, and thefe 
only, we can acquire a fufficient Knowledge of the Demands 
they have upon us, or the Complaints they make againft us. 
* 'Tis true. Sir, we cannot prefume that any Paper laid 
before this Houfe can belong kept a Secret, nor can we tell 
whether the laft Anfwer from Spain be a Paper which ought 
to be kept fccret. The hon. Gentleman has been pleafed to 
tell us, it is far from being fatisfaftory ; but if I have been 
rightly informed, it is fomething more than difiatisfadory ; 
I have been told it may even in fome Meafure be called 
Menacing and Infulting. I fhall be glad to find I have 
been mifinformed. I hope it is, as the honourable Gentle- 
man fays, fuch a one as may admit of an Explanation. But 
I am fure, if a Negociation of twenty Years has not been 
able to procure a iatis&6iory Anfwer, or proper Explana- 
tions, it is high Time for us to take other Meafures; and, 
no Meafure can be more effeftual than an explicit and 
firong Refolution of a Britifh Parliament. Such a Refolution 
has always hitherto had a great EiFedl upon the Councils of 
moft States in the World, efpecially fuch as have any Ter- 
ritories bordering upon our Dominion in the Ocean : I hope 
it will ftill have the fame Effedt ; for whatever little Divi- 
fions may be amongft us, with refpeft to our own domeftick 
Affairs, I am convinced thofe Divifions will never prevent 
our fliewing a firm Refolution of being unanimous againft 
any foreign Power, that fhall dare to encroach upon or in- 
fult us. Upon fuch Occafions, I hope, we will always fhcw 
ourfelves as ready to fupport the Honour of our King, as he 
Is to fupport the utereft and juJl Rights of his People. 

•It 
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^ It may, Sir, have been ncnerally obfcrved as a Rule m 
parliament, not to enquire info any foreign Affair while it 
ia 'upon the Anvil i but, even this Rule is not without Ex- 
ception, efpecialiy if any Affair fhould be continued totf 
long upoo the Aav1l ; for its being fo, rnay be a good Rea- 
fon for a parliamentary Enquiry Bat, after either Houfe of 
Parliament has refolved to enquire into any Affair, foreign 
©r domeUick, wasit everpreteaded^ that I hey ought not to 
ipll for every Paper necefHiry for giving them*a full Lighc 
jnto that Afcir? Does not every one know, that it has al- 
ways been, and always mull be, the Cuftom of this Houfe^ 
when any Affair is, according to Order, to come before us, 
to Cill for all Papers which we canfuppofe to have any Rela- 
tion to that Affair } In fiich Cafes, if among the Papers call- 
ed for, there be any which ought not, for the Sake of pub- 
lick Good* to be cxpofcd to publick View, it is the Bufi- 
nefi of the Crown to lell us fo; but, this is an Anfwer we 
ciuglit not to take from any of our own Members, let him 
know ever fo much of the Secret of Affairs, That, Sir, is a 
Kjiovvledge I don't envy him for; but I fpeak as a Memlir of 
this Houfe, and therefore fay that no Gentleman can take up- 
on him to dlflaie what Papers are proper, and what are un- 
proper for our Infpedion. The Anfwer hH arrived from 
Spain is certainly a Paper which rclaies to the Affair we have 
refolved to enquire into ; it is, In my Opinion, the moft 
principal Paper, and a Paper without which we cannot come 
to any proper Refolut ions; therefore we certainly ought 
to call for it ; and, if it be of ftich & Nature as that i: ought 
not yet to be made piib^ick, his Majefty, iti if is Anfwer, 
will certainly tell us fo. When his Majefty has told us fo^ 
we nuy then confider, whether it may rot be proper for nt 
to put off an Enquiry i mo this Affair, till we Can ha^'C 4' 
Sight of that Paper; but, till we have fuch an Anfwer from 
the Crown, and from the Crown only it is that this Houfe can 
lAkc fuch an Anfwer^ there Cannot, in my Opinion, be any 
Colour of Rcafoa for our ndt culling for a Sight of it. What 
ihc Anfwer from the Crowil n'lixy be, I ihall not preteiid to 

ficfs at i but I mull fay, I cannot at prefent fuggelt to my- 
If any one Reafpnfor thinkiRrf thrt Anfwur nf fudi' a'Na-- 
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*™°"'*^' ^^ * Thfre is therefore, I think. Sir, not the leaft Foan- 
'-^|_'- _f dation for being afraid, left our Refentment (hould be 
ftirred up beyond its juft Bounds, by that Paper's, being 
laid before us; and, as for the Honour of the CourtT 
of Spain, I wifh fome Gentlemen may not have 
had both formerly and of late too great a Regard for it: I 
wiih they may not have facrificed fome of the moft fubftan- 
tial Points of Englifh Honour, to fome of the moft roman- 
tick Punftilio's of Spanifli Elonour. For my Part, I Aiall 
always think, that, in national Affairs, as well as in private 
Life, even the Punftilio's of Honour ought to be infifted on, 
when we have to do with thofe who, on their Parts, do in- 
fill upon them ; for then they become material. But, Sir, 
as I fhall always have a much greater Regard for the Honour 
of this Nation, than for that of any other, if the Court of 
Spain, or any other Court in Europe, fhould entertain fuch 
whimfical Notions of their Honour, as might prevent their 
doing Jullice to us, I fhould think it inconfiftent with 
the Honour of this Nation, not to take fuch Meafures as 
might be proper for giving them different Notions, both of 
their own Honour and of the Juftice that is due to us. 

* I am as much averfe. Sir, to the involving of this Na- 
tion in a War, efpecially with Spain, as any Gentleman 
can be ; and therefore, notwi£hfbnding the many Injuries 
and Infults we have fuffered, I am againft commg to an 
G^n Rupture, if there be any reafonable Hopes left of ob- 
taining a proper Redrefs in a peaceable Mahner ; but, for 
God's fake. Sir, when are thefe Hopes to be at an End ? In 
this Refped, I am fure, it cannot be faid, but that we have 
already hoped fufficiently; we have hoped, and hoped, and 
hoped agam; but, by what yet appears, we have, lUiink, 
iithcrtp hoped in vain.What if we fhould now put a Period to 
our pacifick Hopes, and begin to put on other Hopes, I 
mean thofe of a&iag fuch a Part as may become a brave 
hut iiyured People: It is true, that Means may be &llen 
upon to difappoint even thofe Hopes'. Nay^ Sir, it is 
certain that no Nation c^n be afTured of Subcb^, even in 
the jufteft Quarrel, and fuppofted with the greatefl Force j 
but will thK Uncertainty ever be a Reafon with, any brave 
Man, .or powerful Natioji^ to bear t^^Iy with repeated 
lajories, and In/jtits ? Wh«?i- there is a juft Caufe for War, 
iy;e oiugjht,, certainly to ^^ :all prudent and neceflkry Mea- 
fures tor fecurlng ViAbry oh our Side, and wl^en we have 
4or«t fo.we,muil truft the,Event to Providence. I^pW, Sir, 
lihpuld^ljc'gjjfld to know,, whether, in our Deiibett.tioas oil 
th^ Aff^Tc, 4 we are to 'ehqumv what reafonable if opes we 
^i)Wi'$i obtaining Reajefs' ip at ijc^cea^feMa^inerJ he- 
u\2^.Xf. this J9C one of the.PoJnts W i8..m W iiflder our 
, f. . Con- 
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Cbnfidefatfon^ and that it is, 1 can hardly think any den- 
tleman will ferioofly deny^ it is abfoSatcly impoffible for ua 
to determine this Queftion, without feeing the Lill Anfwcr 
from Spain j and therefore, it is sibfoJmely neceflhry for us 
to call for that Anfwer jn particular, if wc arc fei ioufly re- 
folded to make a thonoogh EnquiTy into riiis Affair, and to 
come to fuch Rcfolutions as may be worthy of a Bntilh 
Parliament. 

* Prudence and Pafinaniinity, Sir, in private Life, Is 
what every Gentleman wcl! knows to be widely different, 
and even with Refpeft to national Affhirs, are not Wordd of 
fuch an Intricate or unintelligihte Mature but that they may- 
be u nder flood by Pa^rliamcnts as well asMiniilers. Even a 
Farllamer.t may avoid Pufillanimltys without running into 
rafh or precipitate Mcafu res ; and if our Cabinet t, or any 
other of our private Coancib, have been guilty of Ptifillatii- 
mit^, our Parliament may corred ft by ttdr Prudence. The 
Wifdom of Parliament, is the Wifdom of the Nation ; and 
in all national Affiirs of great Importance, furely the 
Wifdcm of the Nation oMght to be corfulted. We are not 
to conclude, that fach a Step muft ncceffarily and uniivoid&bly 
throw us into a War ; and much left arc we to conclude, that 
the laying of this bft Anfwer, or any Anfwer, from Spain, 
will neceflarily produce fuch an EfFeft, On the contrary, a 
ftrift Parliamentary Enquiry into this A:^ir, may prevent an 
open Rupture. The Court of Spain, if it is in the Wrong, 
will then fee we are ferioas ; they will from thence conclude, 
we are no longer to be dallied with, and may probably fliew 
more RefpeS to the rnterpofitioa of Parliament, than diey 
have ever Ihewed to the Negotiations of our Minifters. If 
they are not in the Wrong, which may be the Cafe; for 
tho' they have certainly done us many and great Itijaries, yet 
Iheir having clone fo, may, for what we know, proceed from 
our having firfi done Injuries to them ; and their refufmg or 
dciaying to make Reparation to us, may proceed from ourrc- 
fufing or delay ing to make, or fo much as to offe r, any Repara- 
tion to them : If this be the Cafe, if our Mtnifter; 'have been 
guilty of anyMifcondu^ or unjullOblHnacy in thisRefped, 
which I am far from fufpecl:ing they have, we cannot expeft 
that they will imanediately, and of themfelvc?, acknowledge 
fhcif Error, and change their Condu^:: ; but whatever Faults 
ihey may have this Way been guilty of, will certainly, upon 
a proper Enquiry, be redified by the Refolutions of Par- 
liament i fo that by laying this Affair fully before PdrJiament, 
a War may be prevented, which would otherwlfe be una- 
voidable; W without a thorough Enquiry into the Difputcs 
between Spiin and us from firft to l;ift, we c:innot dilcover 
whether our Mlniiiets have been guilty vf any Mi^condoft or 
R z ' utijuft 
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^^•j" 5l° ^' ""J"^ Obftinacy, and confcqucndy can come to no proper 
K.^^^w''^>t^ Refolutions 'for redUfying their Miftakes ; and I am furc, 
. without feeing every Paper that has paiTed between the G)urts 
relating to thefe Difputes, we can make no thorough En- 
quiry.* 

The next who fpoke on the fame Side was Locd Polwarth : 

Sir, 

tord Poiwartk < My honoarable Friend has fo fully opened the Reafon- 

ablenefs of the prefent Motion, and fo clearly anfwered the 

Right honourable Gentleman over the Way, that I am per- 

fuaded I need to fay very little. 

* It is very true. Sir, as the Right honourable Gentleman 
fecms to infinuate, that we cannot guefs from the Papers now 
called for, hotv the other Powers of Europe ftand afie&ed 
towards us, or what Affiflance either we or the Spaniards 
might expeft from any of them, in Cafe of an open Rupture 
between the two Nations. But as the Difputes between' 
Spain and us, have been depending for above thefe 20 
Years ; as the Obftinacy of the Q)urt of Spain has been 
very great, and as the Intercfts which we have . depending 
upon a fatisfaftory Accommodations of thefeDiffcrences are very 
great ; we cannot but fuppofe, from the known Wifdom and 
Forefight of his Majefty's Minifters, that Care has been 
taken, by proper Treaties and Alliances, and by the many 
Negotiations, we have lately carried on, to provide and fe- 
cure to us all the Affiftance we may fiand in need of, or at 
leaft to prevent any other Power in Europe from endeavour- 
ing to fupport our Enemies, in any unjull Meafures they 
may have been guilty of towards us. But fuppofe it were 
otherwiie, which 1 am fure no Gentleman will willingly • 
fuppofe; are our Merchants to be plundered, and our Sea- 
men cruelly ufed, for many Years together in the Time of 
profound Peace ? Are they to come frequently to Parliament 
with Complaints of fuch Treatment ? And is a Britifh Parlia- 
ment always to content itfelf with prefenting an humble Ad- 
drefs to the Throne, praying that his Majelly would ufe his 
Endeavours, for obtaining Satisfaction to his injured Subje^ ? 

* Sir, This would be inconfiftent with the Honour and 
the Duty of Parliament. In the Cafe of a domeftick 
Grievance, if the Parliament ihould addrefi to have it re- 
moved, and if, fcveral Years after, a Petition Ihould be 
brought to Parliament, reprefentin^ that notwithftanding 
their Addrefs, the Grievance remained, and was more 
heavy and frequent than before ; what then would be 
the Bufinefs and Duty of Parliament ? Would not they be 
in Honour obliged to enquire, how it came that the 
Grievance was not removed, to enquire at whofe 
Thor the Fault lay, a|id to puniih thofe who had been 

guilty ? 
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px'My ? With R«rpe£l to any foreign Grjevance, our Doty 

IS the fame. The Grievances, the frijuries now complained 
of, And fo often before complained of, are fuch as no Nation 
ought patiently to fuffer, if there be any Way of redre fling 
them, either by fair or foil! Means ; and if there be no 
Way of redreffing them, if by any Mifconduft the Nation b» 
brought into fuch a melancholy State, that we muft fuffer 
thcm» which God fofbidl the Parliament ougbt to enquir* 
into the Affair, if not to find a Remedy, at leafl: to punitli 
thofe who have made our Cafe remedilcfs. Therefore I 
muil think it incumbetit upon m, to proceed now a Htile 
further. We have twice already addrerted for having this 
Grievance removed: It h now high Time for uj to 
enqdre^ how it comes that it has not been removed : 
Bur if we ihould be fo good-natured as to reft latisficd 
with prefentjng a third btltnble Addrefs, furely (hat Ad- 
<ircfs ought to be hi different Terms from any of the 
firmer. 1 fliall not pretend lo tclf what we oughrto do, or 
In wJiat Tcrjns we ought to addrefs, nor can any Gentleman 
pretend to tetl^ till he lias feen and dclibentely examined 
€Vcry Paper relating to thb Affair. 

* The honourable Gentleman over the Way feemed to be 
]Q a ntighty Fanick, as if we Could not agree to thi^ Mo- 
tion without breaking with Spain. For my Part, Sir, I 
have very few Apprehenriona of that Kind : Not that 1 
fhould wjfh, that we were to plunge ourfetves inconliderately 
into a War w:th Spain : But, I believe, the Court of Spain 
knows too well the Way to prevent Thins^ coming to an 
open Rupture. They at the fame Time know what the 
Confequence of going to War with us at prefent might 
probably be. Therefore, Sir, ibo' we were to fee thefe 
Papers, and to come to fome vigorous Refolutions» I ant 
ftftaid they might, by a few fine glofling Overtures, bring ui 
to treat again, and then we (hould be jutt where we are now* 
Bot, Sir, let as fuppofe that we fhould go to War j yet I 
do not fordee any bad Confeqaenoes for the Nation, for 
ft juft And cafual War never produces a fettled Enmity 
between two Nations : Nothing but a pcr|>etual Claflung of 
national Intcrcfts, can produce fuch a one; and even tho' 
u War ftiould produce fuch an Enmity, it will always be 
more for the Intcrell, as well as Honour, of this Nation, 
ihat the People of Spain fhould hate and fear us, than that 
thty and tvtry other Nation In the World Jhoujd contemn 
aotfdefpife us. 

' 1 fbould be extremely forry. Sir, to think that all thofe 
w; ' -ri of our long Sufferings, with Refpeft to the 

J.v^ V tomejitted by the Spaniards, arc fuch »* are 
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Aane A Oco. II. dj(a!Fe£ted toliis Majefly and his Famity : It would be a tnB- 
«7i7'^ . lancholy and a dreadful Profpeft, to every Man who has a 
true Regard for our prefent happy E^blifhinent; but I am 
fure they are not. I know many of them, who would 
venture their Lives and Fortunes for the Support of our 
prefent Eilablilhment, with as much Alacrity as they would 
venture them in revenging the Infults, that have bean lately 
put upon us by the Spaniards. Molt of thofe who complain 
are rally fenfible, and moft will readily acknowledge, that 
}iis Majefty can be no way to blame in this Aflair. They 
know how ready he is, upon every Occafion, to idndicate 
l^e Honour of his Crown, or aflert the jufl: Rights of his 
Subjeds ; But I doubt much if any of thefe People wilt 
make the fame Acknowledgments with refped to all his 
Majefty*s Minillers. Who are to blame, or what way 
they are to blame, thofe who compUin do not know, nor 
can I tell them, till I fee the Papers now called for; byt 
confidering the Power of this Nation, when compared with 
that of Spain, and confidering the many Opportunities we 
have lately had, for obtaining or compelling from Spain 
a full Satisfaction and Security, every Man concludes, thaC 
ibme Perfons amongft ourfelves muH be to blame, for our 
having fo long and to patiently fubmitted to fuch Indignities. 
If the honourable Gentleman has i. Mind to remove all 
Caufe of Sufpicion from himfelf, the beft Thing he can do 
is, not to oppofe any Thing thatma^ tend to the clearing up 
of this Affiiir; and therefore, I thmk, if he has any Re- 
.gard for the Opinion his Countrymen maty entertain of him, 
he ought to withdraw the Amendment he has been pleafed to 
offer, and join with us in calling for the late Anfwer from 
Spain, as well as every other Memorial or Anfwer they havet 
ient us upoii the fame Subjed. 

< What may be in the Papers relating to this Affair^ 
'which are now upon our Table, or what Juftification any 
Gentleman in the Adminiftration may §3cp«k fix>m any of 
them, I do not know ; . for, I neither have been at the Pains 
to examine them ftridly, nor fhall be at any fuch Pains, till 
the Whole be laid before us ; and, I hope, the honourable 
Gentleman will not think, that this Negle6fc or Indolence in 
me, proceeds from any Unwillingnefs to vindicate him or any 
other Gentlemen concerned in thefe Tranfadlions ; but really 
from an Opinion, that I cannot make myfelf Mafter of the 
Affair, or pafs any Judgment relating to it, till the Whole 
be laid be&re the Houfe ; and, when that is done, I can af- 
fure him, I fhall be extremely glad, tho* I mufl fay, I fhall 
be a little {unprized, to find, iSat we have been guilty of no 
Miflake or Blunder, in this long, tedious, and perplexed 
Kegociation. If this fhovkl b« the Cafe, it mufi be allowed, 

that^ 
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laat, if wc have not, wiEhin thefc twenty Years, added mtich 
to our Chamfttfj' of Fighring, for which we were always fa- 
mous, we have acquirSl a new Charafter, for which we 
were never famous, I mean, tliat of beiiig gunning Negocia- 
tors, and caiitious Treaty -makers; ihJs at leaft is lome Com* 
fort to the Nation ; and if our long Ncgociaiions with the 
Court of Spain have been carried on with the Firmnefs, the 
Kcfolution, and the Prudence, which fo delicate, fo material^ 
an Affair required, I fliall then congratulate the honourable 
Gentleman upon the new Honour the Nation has acquired by 
his Means, or by the Means of fome of his Friends. However, 
Sir, I cannot help thinking it fomewhat fufpicious, that 
none of the right honourable Gentleman"'s Friends have at- 
tempted to vindicate his and their own Condud from the Pa- 
pers lying upon our Table, fince they feem to think it would 
be very eaiy to do it. This I think would be of very great 
3ervic£ to him ; and I am fare it cannot be faid, he wanta 
Friends, who have Henrts to undertake, and Heads to exe- 
CQte fitch a Dejtgn, in the tnoH elegant^ the moll polite, and 
the moft convincing Manner. 

* Upon the Whole, Sir, there is nothing can contribute 
xnorc to the Good oF the Nation, nothing can fo effec- 
tually prevent our being obliged to corae to an open Rup- 
ture, as our itiewing that we are unanimous, and peremp- 
torily rcfolyed to be at tJiC Bottooi of our prefent Biiputcs 
witli Spain, and to put an imtpedia^e End to them, either by 
ihc Pens of our Mitiiliers, or the Mouths of our Cannon* 
If we begin, in the very firft Step, with mincing the Matter^ 
and teeming to be afpHd, left we Ciould difablige the CourE 
of Spain, by any Rcfoliiuon we may cope to, no Man ei- 
ther abroad or at hunje^ will believe we arc fcriou5, nor will 
the Court of Spain think orniakingany new Ofters, or giv- 
ing plain and ejcplicft Anfwers. Therefose, if there were 
no Keccffity for our.icein^ the Uft Anfwcr from Spain/ 1 
ftiould be for calling for It, fori thb Rcafoa only, becaufe it 
has been moved for. 

* 7"he calling for thedaH Anfw^ fromSfwim, Sir, or any 
Otbef Paper relating to the Affidr we have agreed to enquire 
into, is not swnTiift ajiy Hwle obfervc^d in «|ir Proceedings ; it 
ckn \ - ' '. with no prefent Hianger^ nor can it be ;& 
Preci^i' '^[^ro'is Confcjjuence m Time to come i be- 
1. l1 the UU Anfwer in particular^ arc 

E r.q u i r y wtt 3ia ve reiblved to make. 
1 that an Inqiiiry Is improper 

: , lit* let thcm^put it oiithaEi 

1 ui h would be ridiculous for us to diink of ea-^ 

t^ ^^ .thout feeing dvcry Paper tlmt Iia$ Ijcfn feni ironi^ 
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Anno It Gen. 11. ' What Intcreft, Sir, or what private End, the honourable 
tJ^^^^Lj Gentleman, or any of his Friends, may have, or if they 
^-^''^■^^^^ have any, for concealing any Memorial or Anfwer from 
Spain, I (hall not take upon me to determine j but, I have 
aflrcady fhewn, that he and his Friends are not abfolutcly un- 
concerned, even as to the Papers that have been penned or 
advifed by the Court pf Spain ; becaufe the Meafures of eve- 
ry Court are' always influenced by the Meafures of others, 
efpecially thofe with whom they negotiate : Therefore, his 
prefent Oppofition may afford Ibme Sufpicion of his being 
afraid, leil the laying of thofe Papers before the Houie 
fliould occalion an Enquiry into his Conduft, or into . the 
Condudl of forae of his Friends j bat, I am far from con- 
ceiving any fuch Sulpicion ; J hope his Conduft and Behavi- 
our has in this Refpeft, as well as every other, been fo wife 
and upright, that he fears no impartial Enquiry into his owii 
Conduft i and, I cannot allow nyfelf to think, he would 
defire to prevent an Enquiry into the Conduft of any of his 
Friends j becaufe, if they have behaved in the fame Manner 
he has done, an impartial Enquiry into their Conduct would 
redound to their Honour ; and, if any of them have behaved 
otherwife, I am fure he would fcom to think of endeavouring 
to skreen the Guilty. ■ 

• Having faid thus much. Sir, I fliall conclude with my 
earned Wimes, that the Houfe would agree with my honour- 
able Friend*s'MotibA ; indeed I think it will be for the Ho- 
nour of Parliament, and, I hope, the honourable Gentle- 
man has no private ^d to ferve by oppoiing the calling.for, 
or even publifhing any onfe of them : iTierefore, for the Sake 
of Unanimity, and for the Sake pf perfuading the World 
that we are ferions in what wc are about, I muft hope, he 
will withdraw the Amendment he has been pleafed to offer, 
and agree to the Motion as it was at firft propofed.* 

The next that fpoke was Horace Walpole, Efq; whofc 
Speech was in Subftance as follovys,'viz. 
Sir, 
HofaeeWa!po!c,Eiqi * Tho* it would be Very reafbnable to put off the Confi- 
deration of fo important an Affair, and fo unexpectedly 
brought before the Houie,' as the prefent Motion has been, 
to another Day ; yet, as the right- Jiionourable Gentleman, 
who is principally coijcemed' mi the Fate of this Qutftion, 
has made nd Motion for that Effefll, neither fhall I, but pro- 
ceed to confiderwhaf ' has been advanced by the honourable 
Gentleman whofogke laft a^inft the Amendment.' I muft 
fay, I am slad'Tto liear the honourable GSntlenliph who 
Jpt)ke laft, a§ihg:% much the Part of a Friend tovt^ipdis the 
horroarable Gcfnnetaian that -fpoke- ^Sbre him, si/wfifkr' 
him Jjis. finccre Advice. Whatever Advice the tofcbfitraUfe 
^- Gentle- 
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Gendfinan may be pleafed to offer, either upon this or anjr 
other Occs-fion, will always, I am convinced, be gmtefully 
receivt'tl, and will be of great Weight with my honourable 
Friend, near me ; but, In the prefent Cafe, I doubt rauch if 
bis Admc will be taken; I do not, indeed, think it ought. 
I ihall readily grant that in all Cafes a Man ought to confuir, 
and hftve a Regard to his own Saftty, and that he ouj!;ht to 
chiife that Method of fpeaking and afting, which will leall 
expofe him to Danger i but, in all Matter* of a publick 
Concern, I hope it will be allowed, there is a fuperior Con- 
fideration : The Safety of a Man's Country is what he ought 
to prefer even to his own Safety i and every Gentleman In 
this lloiife, efpccially ihofc Gentlemen who pique them- 
fclvcs upon their Patriotifinj will certainly do fo upon all Oc- 
cdions. 

' Confidcring the Uncertainties of War, as well as the 
Uncertainty of all Events which depend upon foreign Nego^ 
dattons ; and, confidering how much the Judgment of the 
inferior Sort, and the Refolutlon*. or Behaviour even of the 
better Sort, depend upon the Event of Things j I do nnt 
know, Sir, but that, if my honourable Friend near me 
confulted only his own Safety, he would tike the Advice that 
has been given him : He would chufe to have our future 
Condud: proceed from the Refolutions of Parliament, and 
woijld for that End advjfe laying every Paper relating to the 
Afiair now under our Confideration before Parliament : But 
if he really thinks, the laying of all tbofe Papers before 
Parliament, would tend to the Prejudice of his Country, he 
ought to oppofe tt, whatever may be the Event of that Op- 
liOMtionwith refpefttohimfclf; and if, in fuch a Caie* for 
the Sake of his Country, he runs the Risk of drawing upoa 
himfclf the Refentment of hk Coimtry, it mull be allowed, 
he afls the Part of a true Patriot. 

* I know, Sir, the Pan which the honourable Gen- 
lletnan upon tic Floor has ailed all along in the Difference 
betwixt Spain and us, to be fuch &s give^ him no Room to 
lHai any DJfcoveni' to his DiJidvantage, from the Papers 

at have been moved to be bid before us. Therefore, Sir, 
; right honourable Gcntkni3n*i Oppofition to this Motion, 
muft poceed from other Motives than prrfonal Fear. lam 
GODvinccd, Sir, that he is perfuadcd, tiiat if the feaft An- 
Ijwer from Spain were laid before uj. It would produce Con- 
lequencee inconftftent with the Peace of Britain : And I own. 
Sir, that I mylelfam of the iameOpiuioa ; I am of Opinioa 
Sir, that our calling for thcfe Papers is abfolatcly againft the 
uiual Forms of our Proceeding ; for I believe there is no 
Precedent of this Houfe having called for any Piper that re- 
koca to 2 Kcgoda£ijgD, vhA^ die Eveat of that Kcsociation 
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' was in Suipence. Therefore, Sir, by our calling for all the 
Papers relating to this Negociation, we fhall in EfFe£t tell 
the World, that we ate ofOpinion, that his MajeQy*8 £ni 
deavours to procure an honourable and fafe Peace, are diia- 
greeableto the Nation, and contrary to the Senfe of Parlia- 
ment. For, I believe no Nation would publifh fuch Papers 
with any other View, than that of breaking off all future 
Conferences upon that Subjed ; and the State with whom 
they had been in Negociation, would certainly look upon it 
as done with that Defign, and would therefore refolve not to 
treat with them any longer in a friendly and peaceable Man- 
ner : Therefore, if it be more for the Good of the Nation to 
have this Afiair accomnu)dated in a private and peaceable 
Manner, than to have recourfe to an open and warlike Me- 
thod, it mud be inconfiilent with the publick Good to have 
all the Papers now called for laid before the Houfe. 

* Sir, the publifliing of all the Anfwers from Spain, re- 
lating to the Affair now before us, would not only be looked 
won by them, as done with a Defi^ to break off all future 
Conferences upon that SubjeS; '^ but, I believe, it would be 
looked upon by them as, and would re^y I think be, a Sort 
of Declaration of War. The puhUflimg of thofe Papers, 

' would, in my Opinion, be the fame with publifliing a Ma- 
nifeflo ; for if War were to be de$^red, and a Manifeflo to 
be publifhed, that Manifeilo muil be drawn up chiefly from 
thofe very Memorials or Anfwers whif h are now called for ; 
and I can fee no great Diilerence between publifiiing a Ma- 
nifeilo, and publifliing the Grounds and Reafons upon which 
it muft be founded, if ever it be publiflied. The Defign of 
iiich a Manifeilo, if any fuch Thing were to be poblSied, 
would be, to reprefent in the ftrongeft L^ht the linfults and 
Injuries put upon us by the Spaniards, and the Injuftice and 
Frivoloufnefs of the Pretences they made ufe of, for be-* 
having in fuch a Manner towards us, or for delaying to give 
Satisf^onj and this can be done only from the Papers now 
called for. As for the Infultsand Injuries we have fufiered, 

, they are already too publick :- They have been publilhed, and, 
I believe, even a^ravated, with great Care and Induftry ; 
and therefore, thde Papers that give an Account of them, 
may be laid before us without any Danger. But as to the 
Pretences made ufe of by Spain, either fi>r juilifying thofe 
Infults and Injuries, or for delaying to give a full Reparation 
and Satisfaction, they are not yet publickly known, nor 
ought they to be made publick, as long as there are any Hopes 
of getting the Spaniards, by peaceable Means, to pais from 
die Pretences they now mak^ ufe of, and to make Satis^- 
don for paft Iiyuries, as well as to &ve a ^per Security a- 
gainft aqy fiic^ ill Time to come. Wl^en we c^ no lo^ 
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eitcitain any fucli Hopes, it wiH then be Time to publirti Anoow o^iu 
and ejfpofe the Frivoloiafnefs of the Pretences they make «fe 
of; but this ought to be done only by Way of Manifefto 
from his Majelly, in order to juftify the Force he then find* 
himfdf obliged to make ufe oi ; snd I sin fure no Mani- 
fe&Os nor any ihinglikea Man i felt o^ ought to publiihed, 
till we Are prepared to back it with fuch a formidable Ar- 
mament, as may be fuitable to the Power of tliis Nation, or 
necefiiry for compel ling our Enemies to fubmit to reafonable 
Terms; otherwile, Sir, we fhall appear not only weak, but 
ridicuto«s, 

■ It is very eaiy. Sir, to talk big» either within Doors 
or without; and, ^onfidering the Spirit of Refentment that 
has been indiiftrioaHy ftirreU up in the Nation, I know, it 
would be mighty popular in us, to come to vigorous Refolu- 
tions inimedlately j bat I do not know, if it would be 
mighty wjfe- I am fare, it would not be wife, as long as 
there are any Hopes of obtaining Redrefi by peaccableMeans ; 
and even when we are come to an End of all our Hopes in 
thiiS Way, we ought not to begin to talk, till we are ready 
to aft, fn this we ought to follow the Ejcamplc of that Sort 
of Animal which h peculiar to this Ifland ; and therefore I 
am not alhamed to recon\mend its Example to my Conntry- 
men: J mean, our brave Englilh BulLDog, who always 
feizca upon his Enemy &t once, and without makir^ the kail 
Noife beforc-haod. Threatening Speeches, or «ven threat- 
ning Refolutlous, are but Words. They are yox i^ jf>r<r~ 
iana nibil i and therefore the lefs they are made ufe of, the 
better ; Bat if any fuch are ever made ufc 'Hfj they ought to 
be inftantly followed with fuitable Adiens i for if they are 
not, thofe who have injnred us, will defpjfe oar Menacei^ 
and the whole World will laugh at our FoUy, 

* When one Kation, Sir, has been infulted or iH-ufed by 
another, and no Rcdreftcan be obtained by iair Means , it is 
without Doubt extremely proper, and even neceflary, for thofe 
who are concerned in the Government of the injured Nation, 
to publilh and fet thclnjurics they have fuffered in the ftrongeft 
Ught. This Method hai been always thought advifcable, 
as it gives the Subjet^ a good Opinion of the Caufe, and 
makes him contribute with Pleifure towards carrying on the 
War ; but this ought not to be done till the Court is both re- 
fblvodaud ready to come to an open Ruptnre. Now, as 
thofe who are concerned in the Government of a Nation aift 
thefaeft, jf not the fole Judges, not only of the Time when 
they ought to ftfolvc, bat likewife of khe Time when they 
arc ready and pncpared to come to an optn Rupture ^ there-> 
ibre, in my Opinion, they are the only Perfons that ought 
fo be aUowed tQCjndovour to ftir op what is called a nattj^i 
S3 f^cfent- 
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A«no,»'^^o;»' Refentmenf. For this Reafon, I cannot bat think, that 
fome of thofe Gentlemen who have been ktely fo bufy in 
ftirring up the Refentment of our People againft the whole 
Spanifh Nation, have gone a little beyond their Sphere : 
They have been a&ing a Part they were no Way qualified 
for, either by their Knowledge of publick Affair?, or the 
Station they happened to be in. They have been doing all 
that they could to involve the Nation in a War, when, for 
what they knew, we were in a fair Way of obtaining Re- 
drefs by peaceable Meafures ; or perhaps, when our Cir- 
cumftances, neither at home nor abroad, could allow us to 
come to an open Rupture. In either of which Cafes it mull 
be allowed, they have been doing their Country an Injury; 
for, with refpefl to the former, if we fhould have obtained* 
or fhould yet obtain Redrefs by peaceable Meafures, they 
have been doing an Injury to their Country, by endeavouring 
to ftir up and eftablifli among our People, . an Enmity to a 
Nation, with which an honourable Member, who has fpoke 
in this Debate, has owned it is our Interefl to be in perpe- 
tual Friendfhip ; and even thofe who fhould at lafl be obliged 
to come to an open Rupture, yet they have done an Injury 
to their Coantry» by beginning too early to flir up the Re- 
fentment of our People; becaufe, when the Refentment of 
a People is too foon ftiited up, it is apt to evaporate before 
it produces the proper EffeA. 

* Thus, Sir, it mufl appear, that thofe bufy Intenned- 
lers in publick Af&irs have been doing an Injury to their 
Country, whatever may be the Effeft of our prefent Nego- 
ciations; ^nd fuppofing we were in Circumflancts proper for 
encouraging us to declare War : But, if we were not in fuch 
Circunmances, they were endeavouring to do a moll notable 
Injury to their .Country ; for furely, no greater Injury can 
be done to a Country dian that of involving it in a War, 
when it; has no Profpefl of being able (o profecute the War 
with Advantage. It was a Maxim with Julius Cxfar, never 
to venture even a Battle, if the Difadvantages that migh( 
enfue from a Defeat appeared to be greater than any Ad- 
vant^eshe could expefi from a Viftdry j and in Africa, .we 
are told, that he bore with many Infults and Indignities from 
theadverfe Army, only becaufe by a little Patience he had 
Reafon to expe£i being able to obtain a ViAory with lefs 
Blood-fhed. In refolving upon War or Peace, the fame 
Maxim ought to be obferved ; which makes the Quezon of 
fuch an intricate Mature, that none bat thofe who are 
thoroughly acquainted' with the Circumllances of a Nati(m» 
can, or oucht to deliberate upon it : Therefore as we cannoc 
pretend to be thoroughly acquainted with the. prefent Cir« 
tamilances of the Nation, wcdi^ht ootto doany thing, noc 
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y thing to be done, that mar tend towards involving 
the Nation in a War ; and till his Majefty acquaints 113 that 
he h refolved upon» and prepared for an open Rupture, we 
ought not to c^\\ ► for nny Paper, that may, for what w* 
know, tend to confirm;, and even Irritiite that national Re- 
fentmentf which has been already raoii imprudenily, if not 
feditioufly, ilirred up. 

* From what I have ikfd, Sir, I think it is evident, that 
the Memorials or Anfwers from Spain, efpeciaily the laft, 
are in all Probability Papers of fach a. Nature, that they 
cannot yet be communicated to this Houfe, So far indeed I 
agree with the honourable Gentleman, that thcHoufe is not 
©bhged to take my Word, nor that of any other Mem- 
ber, as to the Contents of thofe Papers; but it has aSwaya 
been obferved as a Rule in this Honfe^ to call for no Papers, 
but fwch as we had Reifon to believe, the Crown might 
fiifely communicate to us. Surely we are not to court a Denial 
from the Crown; and upon the prefent Occafion, we ought 
to be more cautions in this Refpeft than at any other Time. 
Every one knows how loth his Majefty is to deny any Thing 
to his Parliament. Nothing but die pablick Good will ever 
prevail with him to do To ; and even in fuch a Cafe, it would 
be with the utmoft Reluctance and Uneafinefs. I am per- 
luaded every GetitJcman that hears me, has fuch a dutiful Re- 
ipe€i for his Majelly, that he would not propofe or a- 
gree to any thing, that might unncceflarily give him a Mo- 
ment's Difqufer ; but in the prefent C^fe, a Denial from the 
Crown nnight be attended with Confetjuences ilill more fatal. 
It would make all other Foreigners, as well as the Spaniards, 
who do not well underHand our Conjlitution, imagine, tl^t 
there was no good Harmony between his Majefty and his 
parliament; which would of Courfe render the Spaniards 
!e(s pliable than they are at prefent, and cotifeqaently might 
not only prevent our being able to obtain Redreis in a peace- 
able Manner, but might even prevent oar being able to form 
proper Alliances for obtaining it by Force of Arms. 

* Jt ha* been faid. Sir, that all the Papers now called for, 
are abfolucety neceflarj? for the Enquiry we have already 
refolved on. This, in my Opinion, is very fat from being 
the Cafe, We ha*» refolved to take the Petitions now pre- 
fcnted to us into our Confideration. In purfuance of this 
RefolutJon, we cannot regularly enter into any Enquiry, but 
that which relates to the Truth of the Fa£b fet forth in the 
petitions; and furely we can expert no Proof of thofe FaA^, 
Irom any of the Spaniih Memorials. When we have ex- 
amined into thofe Fa£b, and foond fome or mdl of them to 
be true, which, I believe, will be the Cafe, fudi a Difcovery 
may give a Foundation for our refolving ^pon another Ei\' 
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quirf ; and opon tlmt fatuie Enqoiry, it may be thought 
neceflkry for n% to fee tiie Memorials or Anfweri* froi^ 
Spain. If ehls OjouM be the Cafe, they may then be catlelH 
for ; bat till then, I cannot find wc have the Jeail Occafioti to 
txamine into any one of them* 

* As for an Enquiry into theCondudt of thofe who have beeffl 
concerned in our late Negociations with Spain,Gentlemen ins^H 
cater iJilo it when they pteife j but I hope they would not, 
for the Sake of puniihing our Negociators, fuppofing they 
have been guilty of Miftakes, refolve to pimifh the Matlon, 
by involving it in a dangerous and expenfive War, which 
in all probalrility might have beert otherwife avoided, I 
have had ioroe Hand, Sir, in feveral Negociations i but, I 
think it cannot be faid, I had ever any Share in any of our 
Ncgodations with Spain : However, J know fomething of 
them, and from what I know, from what h publickly 
known, I mufl cbferve, that fome Gentlemen feem to be i a 
A farprifiug Miilake as to thefe Negociations. They feem to 
infinuate, as if we had been negociating with Spain for above 
twenty Years without any Efl&£l, Surely, Gentlemea cannot 
have forgot, that, withtii thefe twenty Years, there have been tw(|H 
pubiick ;md famom Treaties between Spain and ns ; by each o|H 
which they prouiifed fall Reparation Ibr all pail Injuries^ 
and that no fiich Injuries Jhould be committed for the future. 
We all know, that in the Year 17T1 a Treaty of Peacq was- 
concluded at Madrid between Spain and us, which was the 
lame Year confirmed by the Treaty of Alliance between 
Great Britain, France, and Spain j that by the fecond Ar* 
tide of the faid Treaty, * all forijier Treaties were confirm- 
ed C and that by the third Article, his Catholick Majefly 
exprefly promifed, ' that a!l the Goods, Merchandisees, Mo- 

* ney, SJiips, and other Effe£ls, which had been feizcd, a*, 

* well in Spain ta the Indie?, fliould be fpecdily reftored i 

* the fame Kind, or according to the juft and true Value < 

* them, at the Time they were ieticd. 
' I am not, "Sir, to anfwer for every Step that brought 1 

that Treaty \ fome Gentlemen, perhaps, know more oi then 
than I do, but I will rentur^ to fayj Sir, that we mull fron 
hence fcppofe, tha.t by this Treaty an End was put to all 
Negpciations before tliat Time ; and t\ai from this Treatjr^ 
our Mbifl^rs had Reafon to expeft full Reparation for all 
paH Jnjaries, and a Security againft all fuch in Time tfiH 
come ; but fome new DifTerences having afterwaj^i arifenB 
between the two Nations, a new Treaty was fet on Foo^ 
which was afcerwards concluded at Seville, in the Year 1729,^ 
By this new Treaty a Reparation for pajl Injuries, and a 
Security againft future, were again expreily Ilipalated; for, 
hy the firft ArticlPi * all fonncr Trraties of Pcac«, Ftiendfliip, 
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I Commerce, are renewed and confirmed j' andtlieyex- Anft.tr.<t^ii'. 
pirfly promife, * not to do any Thing, nor fuf&r any Thing """* 

* to be done, that may be contrary thereto, dire&ly or indi- 

* teOlyJ By the fourth Article, it is ftipukCed, * particu- 

* larly, that the Commerce of the EtigUJh Nation in Ame- 

* rica ihould be exercifed as heretofore ; and that Order* 

* Ihould be difpatdied, without any Delay, as well for the 

* Execotioti of thefaid Treaties of Commcrce,asforfi]pplying 

* what may be wanting for the entire R&-eftabliftijiicnt rf 

* Commerce, on the Foot of the faid Treaties and Conven- 
' tions,' And by the fixth Article it is agreed. ' that Com- 
' miflkries ihould be nominated within four Months after the 
'. Exchange of the Ratifications, for examining and deciding 

* the refpective Pretentions which related to the Abufes fup- 

* pofcd to have been committed In Commerce, as well in the 

* Indies asJQ Europe, and all the other refpe«£live Pretenfior* 

* in America, whether with refpeft to the Limits, or other- 

* wife ;' and they prom i ft, * to caufe to be executed panc- 

* ttially and exa^ly, what (bould be fo decided by the faid 

* Commiflaries, within fix Months after their making their 

* Report i' which Report they were, by the eighth Article, 
to make within three Y^arsj to be computed Irom the Day 
of the Signing of th:.t Treaty, 

• Accordingly, we know, Sir, that Commiffaries were 
rcfpeflively nominated; but by various Accidents the Meet- 
ing of theJe Commifliirics was delayed till the Beginning of 
the YeajT 1732 ; and therfeore the Time for their finiihing 
dieirCommtJlion, and maM^g their Report, was prolonged to 
the End of three Years after their firft Meeting j fo that the 
Negpciations, apon the footing on which they are ac prefcnt; 
cannot be faid to have commenced till the Beginning of the 
Yeai- 1735, and therefore cannot be faid to have lafted abov» 
three Years ; and from confidering thefe Treaties, efpecially 
the laft, and the feveral Steps that have been made by ua 
jjuce that Time» it mull be granted, 1 think, that we have 
done aZl that a prudent and wife People could do for obtain- 
ing, in a pcaceaWe Manner^ a full Reparation for all palt 
Iii}iiHes, ajid an abfolute Secm-ity againifc our being expofed 
t© any fuch in Time to come. If there is any Fault there- 
fbrC| it mufl be wholly attributed to the Spaniards, who have 
rcfufcd or ncgle<£leti to perform the repeated folemn Engage- 
menu th^ h^ve entered into with tis ; but with regard to 
their Behaviour towards us, or whether the Breaches of Pro- 
laife they have been guilty of Can warrant an immcdbte 
Bupcure» ii ati Envjuii-y which cannot come regularly before 
this Houfe ; nor ought we, by our Confltluiiofi, to attempt 
<uiy fuch Enquiry t It is an Kntjujry which ought to be left 
t&tii«lj? to his Majcfty's Wifdom and Jultieei iKcaufe, from 
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tbence it is that Peace or Wat muft be determined ; and, f 
hope, it will be admitted, that our pretending to determine in 
this Cafe, would be an Incroadunent upon the Prerogativesr 
of the Crown. 

. * Th^ Parliament, *tis true, Sir, is the great and the fu- 
preme Council of the Nation, and coniequently it is the 
Council in which our King ought to put his chief Confi- 
dence, and which he ought to confult upon all important 
Affairs, when thofe Affairs are brought to fuch Maturity, or 
to fuch a Crifis, as to be ripe for being made publick ; but, 
no Man will pretend, that the Parliament is a fecret Council, 
or, that any Affair ought to be laid before Parliament, till it 
can be fafely communicated to the Publick. Negociations of 
all Kinds are of fuch a Nature, that while they continue in 
the Shape.of Negociations, they ought to be kept inviolably 
fecret ; and, it is for this Reafon that, by the Excellence 
and Wifdom of our Conflitution, the Power of making Peace 
or War is lodged folcly in the Crown ; becaufe, for the Good 
of the Nation, it is abfolutely neceflkry, that all the Steps' 
we make towards a Peace, fhould be kept fecret, till a Trea* 
ty is aftually concluded' for that Purpofe ; and likewife it is 
neccflary, that all the Steps we make towards a War, nay, 
even our Preparacioni for War, fhould be kept as fecret as 
poiHble, till a War is a£lually declared, or at leaft jufl ready 
to be declared. In the prefent Cafe, if our Negociations 
with Spain fhould end in a Treaty, which I hope diey will, 
and I dare fay every Gentleman here wifhes his Country fo 
well as to hope the fame, his Majefty will then, without 
doubt, communicate that Treaty to his Parliament : and, on 
the other Hand, if our prefent Negociations fhould provfi a- 
bortive, if his Majefty fhould at laft find, that nothing will 
prevail but the Ultima Ratio Regum, he will certainly make 
fuch Alliances, and take fuch Meafures, as he in his great 
Wifdom may think proper or necefiary, for rendering the 
IfTue of that War advantageous and glorious to this Nation ; 
and when he has not only fully r^olved upon War, but it 
fiilly prepared for coming to an open Rupture, he will 
then communicate to his Parliament the feveral Stq« 
he has taken, and all the Papers that may be neceflkry for 
giving them a fufficient Ught into the Affiur. This, I&y, 
Sir, we may be afltired of, from his Majefty*s known Wif* 
dom, and ^m the Conddfcenfion he has always fhewn to- 
wards his Parliaments ; therefore, we ought to be extremely 
cautious in calling for any Papers, that may tend tov^anu 
rendering publick any prefent Negpdation his Majefly may 
be engaged in ; and as this would probably be theConiequence 
of laying any of th» late Memoi;Jal8 or Anfwen &em Spain 
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before us, we ought to fufpend oar Curiofity, till lus Maje- '^"'"/^'j,?^' "* 
fty may thmb it proper to communicate them. 

* I hope, Sir, I have now dearly ftiewn, that none of the 
Memorials or Anfwers from Spain can be faid to be necef- 
iary for any Enquiry we have as yec refolved on ; and rliat 
the communicanng of any of them to tJiis Houfe, or even 
our calh'ng for them, would be of dangerous Confequence. 
Then, as to the Uti^.tiitnity of our Proceedings, I cannot but 
think it is as flrong an Argument for pre\'ailing with the 
honourable Gentleman who niade the Motion, to agree to 
the Amendment propofed, as it can be for prevailing with 
my KononoiJr:ibIe Friend to withdraw the Amendment he has 
offered i therefore, whatever Eegard he tmy have for the 
honourable Gentleman who was fo good as to offer him Ad- 
vice* I hope he willj upon the prefent Occafion, take the 
Liberty to refufe it j and, I hope that, for the Sake of Una- 
ntmity, the honourable Gentleman who made the Motion, 
will be the firft to agree to the Amendment chat has beeti 
offered.' 

Sir William Windham fpoke next : 
Sir, 

« When the honourable Gentleman who propofcd the A- sjj wbi. Wiiihiw, 
mcndtnciR, firft gave his Reafons againft fome Part of the 
Motion that has been made to us, I was pretty much inclined: 
to agree with him in Opinion ; but fince I have more fully 
conftdered the Circumlhnces of the Cafe before m% 
and have heard what has been faid on the other Side of 
the Queftion, I muil be for agreeing to the Motion 
without any Amendment; therefore I hope the ho- 
nourable Gentleman will take the Advice that has been 
offered him, and give up his Amendment, notwithftanding 
what has been faid to the contrary by his worthy Friend near 
him i forj I think, no Man can more efftftually ihcw his 
difinterefted Regaid for the Good of his Country, than by 
contributing as much as he can towards fliewing to the World, 
that we arc not only ferioos bat unanimous upon the prefent 
Occafion. 

* If Peace, Sir, be a defirable Thing, there is, in my O- 
pinion, nothing that will contribute more towards our being 
able to procure a proper Redrefs, in a peacable Manner, 
than our agreeing unanlmotifly to the Motion now made to 
us, 1 make no Quei^ion fa«t that an Esprefs will this very 
Night be fent to the Court of Spain, and I hope that Ex- 
press will carry the News not only of our hiving agreed to 
this Motion, but of our having unanimoufly agreed to k. 
This, 1 fay, I hope, nay I moft hcirtily with it may be 
foj bdciufe r ain convinced, that nothing can contribute more 
^w%fd^ preventing our being obliged to come to Extrcmiri^i 
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*""? ",*J*- "• fot I am fare no Man will fay but that we ought to come to 
'^ ^ ' Extremities, rather than continue any longer to fit 
tamely under the Infults and Indignities that have been 
put upon the Nation, in the Perfons of fome of our 
inoH ufeful Subje^ ; and the beft Way of obtaining Repa- 
ration and Security by fair Means, is to (hew that we are re* 
folved to have it by foul, if it cannot be otherwife obtained. 
If by our Behaviour upon the prefent Occafion, it ihould be 
made apparent to the World, and particularly to the G)urt of 
Spain, that this is our Refolution, it may probably render 
that Court a little more pliable than our Negotiators have 
ever yet found them ; for in publick as well as private Life, 
the fureft Way of living in Peace and Quiet, is to gain and 
prefervc the Chara6ler of being ready, upon any juft Provo- 
cation, to try the Fate of a G)mbat. 

' I cannot comprehend. Sir, why it has been fo much in- 
filled on in this Debate,, that it is the Jntereft of this Nation 
to keep up a good G>rrefpendence with Spain : I am fure 
it b as much the Intcreft of Spain to keep up a good Cor- 
refpondence with us, as it is our Intereft to live in Friendfliip 
with them ; and former Experience has often (hewn, that 
they have more Reafon to be afraid of a Rjiptare with us, ■ 
than we have to be afraid of a Rupture with them.They have, 
*tis true, of late Years, fet )ip fome Pretences which are incon- 
fiftent with Juflice and the Rights of this Nation : They 
have plundered our Merchants, and maletreated our Seamen ; 
and they have refiifed, or unreafonably delayed, to give us 
any proper Satisfadion. What can this be owing to ? It is 
not owing to their being ignorant of their own Intereft, or of 
the Danger they may expofe themfelves to by coming to an 
open Rupture with us. It muft be owing to fome unaccount- 
able Notion they have begun to entertain, that we are afraid 
of coming to an open Rupture with them; and while they 
entertain fuch a Notion, they will never do us Jufiice in a 
peaceable Manner. How they came at firft to conceive fuch 
a Notion I do not know; but I muft fay, that by our late - 
Patience and Forbearance, not only they, but all the World, 
I believe, begin to think that we will fubmit to any Thing 
rataer than engage in a War ; and while this Opinion pre- 
vails, we may live in Peace, but I am fure we cannot live 
at Eafe, or in Quiet. It is therefore hi^ Time to refuroe 
the antient, apd what, I hope, will always be found to 
be the trucGharadber of this Nation. It is high Time, ~ 
it ' is even become nece^^ for us to do fomething 
for convincing the World that, we are now, and. always 
will be, ready to vindicate pur Honour by Force of Anns, 
when we cannot obtain a full Satis&fiion by peaceable Means ; 
;md upon the pze&nt Occafion we can do this, only by a- 
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greeine unanimoufiy upon the moll vigorous Refolutians, ^n«»»TC«, n. 
upon iuch Refolutjons, as ought to he the immediate CoTtk- x^^^^I^^^j 
quence of the Treatment our Merchanis and Sailors have 
met with. This is what has already been too long delayed; 
and it is what cannot now be regularly done without our 
having firft feen, or at Icall called fur, thofe very Paprs 
which, by the Amendment, are propofed to be left out of 
the Motion* 

* From what I have faid, Sir, it will appear, that the 
chief, I may fay the only Argtimcnt made afe of againit 
oor callihg for the Anfwers or Memorials from Spnin, ia 
really one of the ftrcngeil Arguments for it. The chief 
Argument m.ide Ufe of iig^iinlt nur calling for thcle Papers 
is founded on a Suppofitioii, that the b) ing of fiich Papers 
before us may interrupt the Couric of our peaceful Nego- 
tiations, and involve the Nation in a War. Now will not 
our rcfiifing, or even dcbj'ing, for fuch a Reafon, to call 
for Papers, which are certainly extremely proper to be 
lookM into, upon the prefent Occafion, bcaTclHmnny of 
our being terribly afraid of involving the Naflon in a 
War ? Win it not confirm the Notion, which I am 
Afraid the Spaniards now entertain of us ? Will it not 
make them condude that we are tnore afraid of cominBj 
to an open Rupture with them, than we are fond of 
doing Jullicc to our injured Merchants ? And as au Account 
of this Day's Debate will certainly be fent to the Court of 
Spain, will not they prernme froni thence, tkvt they may 
ilill pat off agreeing to any realbnable Terms, or offt-ring 
any proper Satisfaflion ? This will of Ctjurfe make It necef- 
fary for us to come to Extremities ; Co that like tliofc private 
Men, who have the Misfortune to have a fhecpi(h 1-ook, or 
too much Medefty in their Behaviour, we may probably 
draw ourkKes into a Quarrel, which a little decent Boldnefs 
might have prevented. From whence it is plain, that our 
agreeing to the Amendment the honourable Gentleman has 
been plcafed to offer, will moft probably lead the Nation in- 
to what he feems to be molt afraid of; unlefs he thinks, 
which I am fure is hr from being the Cafe, that we ought 
to bear patiently with a!1 pall Injuries, and fubmit tamely 
to all future, rather than ran the Risk of a Wi\r. 

* I IhsJl gmnt, Sir, that no Negotiation, nor any mate- 
rial Paper relating to if, ooglit to be made publiek, ttll that 
Negotiation be brought to a Period ; but where neither Party 
has a Mind toamufeand deceive the other, every Negoci^ition 
muft foon be brought to a Period, The Protra^ing of 
any Negotiation, for a Number of Years, i) a certain Sign, 
that one of the Parties at Jeaft has a Mind to ami-:feand tic- 
ipeivre, as might be proved bv a valt Number of Exarapies; 
T a bae 
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^"***7J7^* "' ^' **"* ^ cannot forbear mentioning upon this Occafion, be- 
caufe it is an Example drawn from an AiFair that happened 
between us and the very Kingdom with which we are now 
faid to be, and with which we have long been carrying on, 
what I am afraid will at laft appear to be a fruitlefs Negocia- 
tion. The Example I mean is that Negociation which we car- 
ried on with Spain, in the Reign of James I. about the 
Marriage of his Son the Prince of Wales. That Nego- 
ciation continued for near eight Years ; and as we have now 
fent Commiflaries, fo we then fent the Prince of Wales and 
the Prime MiniAer to Spain, without any EffeQ, : But at lail 
it appeared that the Negociation was carried on with a De- 
sign to amufe us, and to keep us quiet, till the Houfe of 
Auftria found Means to ruin almoft entirely the Proteftant In- 
tcreft in Germany j and I do not know but their Defign may 
now be, to amufe us, and keep us quiet, till our Trade be 
entirely ruined j which will be the Cafe, if we go on with 
Ncgociating, and they with Plundering and Seizing our 
Merchant Ships, but for a few Years longer. 

* For this Reafon, Sir, as the prefent Negociation has 
already continued for fo many Years, its not being brought 
to a Period, is fo far from being a Reafon for our not calling 
for any Papers relating to it, that it is a good Reafon for 
our enquiring into the Negociation itfelf From the long 
Continuance of our prefent Negociations with Spain, there 
is great Rea&n to fufpe£t they have hitherto been amufing us 
only; and from the'Circumftances of our prefent Oifputes 
with that Nation, this Sofpicion mult be confiderably in- 
creafed : For as we may be faid to be Plaintifi^ only, and 
they Defendants, which I am forry for, it is their Intereft to 
amufe and protra^, becaufe upon the IlTue they will not 
only have a large Sum to pay us, but muft give up fome 
valuable Rights they have lately begun to lay claim to ; 
whereas we have been of late fo juft and fo complaifant to 
them, that we have already left them nothing to ask. 

' Now, Sir, if this be the Cafe, if there is but Ground 
to fufped that any of our inferior Councils have allowed 
themfelves to be amuied and deceived, it is high Time for 
the fupreme and chief Council of the Na^on to take the 
Negociation itfelf into their Condderation ; and for that 
Purpofe to call for all Papers relating to it; in order that 
wc may give his Majefly fuch Advice as may be thought 
proper upon fach an Occafion. • Such a Refolution can no 
way tend to make the Court of Spain break off Conferences 
with us: If they have a Mind to. do us Juilice, rather than 
come to an open Rupture, it would make them begin to 
treat with us upon a fair, ai candid, and a ferious Footing, 
which, in my Qpinioo, they^ have never yet done: But if 
c ^ they 
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they are really refolved to come to an ojJen Rupture* rather *''"*' " *^- M- 
than do us JulUcc, tkc Effedt of fuch a Refolution wotildl f^J?-*"- 
then mclftcd be, not to ma Ice them break off Conferences 
l#ith us, but to m.ike us break off Conferences with them 5 
fcr as they are Defendants only, k h their Bufmefs to ne- 
gotiate, as long as we will negotiate with them ; and as we 
arc Plaintiff* only, h is our Bufinefa to infift upon a fpcedy and 
a cittgorical Anfwer; and in Cafe ofRefufa! or Delay, to 
break oft* all Conferences, and betake ourfelves to thofe Means, 
which may probably prove njore eileftLial. Can either of th?fc 
be called an Effect which we ought to be afraid of? No, Sir, 
even the laJt, h an EiFcfl which we ought to be fond offj 
for if a fdHcicnt Rcdref» is net to be obtained without a Eup^ 
ttirc, the fooner we come 10 it the better : A State of War 
k more eligible than the uncertain, mongrel State wc ate in 
at prefent. 

' But we are now told, Sir, that the prefent NegociatJons 
between Spain and us have notcontinued for above three Years 1 
and to prove thij, the honourable Gentleman who ipoke 
laft, ha* been pleafed to give us a long Account of the many 
Treaties lately concluded between the two Crowns. No 
Man, 'tis true, h more able than he to give an Account of our 
laic Treaties and Negociations i and 1 fhall own my Obliga- 
tion for the exafl Account he has given of (omc of theni j 
bm, 'tis certain, and <ven that honourable Gentleman will, 
I believe, allow, that the Spaniards have been coetinuing 
their InCToachmcntj and Depredations abioll without Inter- 
ruption for above twenty Years* and he will, I believe, 
likcwifc allow, that as yet we have obtained no Reparation 
for part Injuries, nor any Security againfl future. What is 
it then appears from the long Account he haa given us of 
the late Treaties between Spain and m ? Docs it nbt from 
thence appear* that we have been far above twenty Years not 
only negociaiing, but adlually concluding Treaties, in vain, 
and without the leail E^rft ? What Hopes other Gentlemen 
may put in our prefent Negociati«g I do not know; but 
for my Part I muft declare, t^t I put no great Hopes in any 
Negociation we can carry on, or any Treaty or Convention 
we can make i and I mufl think I am juflified in this Way 
of thinking, by the Account the honourable Gentlc- 
Biati has been plcafcd to give us of the late Treaties 
conclyded between Spain and us. By thefc Treaties 
they have two or three Times already exprefsly promifed 
fttll P ■' and Security: They have as yet perfonned 

none 'loniifci. What Reafon have wc to llunk, 

(Key v^-ill be more faithful in the Performance of any 
Pfomlfe they m^y make by the next Treaty, or by any 
future Trtaty ? 1 am fure, if they do fhew thcmfclves more 

faithful 
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faithful in Time to come, it will not proced from our 
Shewing fach a Backwardnefs in coming to an open Rup- 
ture with them, as fome Gentlemen leem to (hew upon 
the prefent Occafion. No Nation in the World will pert 
form a Promife, tho' made by the moil folemn Treaty, if it 
be againft their Intereft to do fo: They will always find 
Pretences for delaying or evading it, if they think they can 
do fo with Safety; and they will always think fo, if they 
have any Reafon to believe, that the Nation, in whofe Fa- 
vour it was made» is fo impotent or fo cowardly, that they 
dare not attempt in a hoftile Manner to revenge an Infraction 
of a folemn Treaty. 

This, I am afraid. Sir, is the Cnfe between Spain and us. 
Wc have been of late fo paffive, that, I fear, they have be- 
^ gun to think we will not, or dare not come to an open Rup- 
' ture with them ; and if this be their Way of Thinking, 
there is nothing will alter their Opinion, but a vigorous and 
wcll-conduded War ; fo that by our Long-fufFering and ex- 
treme Readinefs to oblige them, inftead of avoiding a War, 
wc have already made it become neceflary. They may 
grant us the Favour of a new Treaty ; they may by that 
Treaty again promife full Reparation and Security ; but if 
they continue in the fame Way of Thinking, thofe Promifes 
will be as ill-kept as any of the formef . In my Opinion, it 
is therefore abfolutely improper for us, upon the prefent Oc- 
cafion, to fliew the leall G>ncern about what may be the 
G)n{equences of any Refolution propofed. An unanimous 
and hearty Concurrence in the moil vigorous Refolutions, may 
make them alter their Opinion of us, or may make them 
think, that we are refolved to alter our Conduct with refpeft 
to them ; and this I take to be the only Way of avoiding a 
"NVar, which will otherwife, either now or veryfoon hereafter, 
become abfolutely unavoidable ; unlefs we are refolved al- 
ways to fubmit tamely to the fame Sort of Injuries we have 
already fuffered, and to forfeit our Charader and our Trade 
in every Part of the World. 

* I mall readily admit, Sir, that it would be ridiculous in 
us to talk^big, or to come to vigorous Refolutions, upon 
this or any other Occafion, unlels thofe Refolutions were 
to be followed by fuitable Aftions. Nay, I believe, it would 
be ridiculous in us to fit out formidable Squadrons, or to 
take great Armies into, our Pay, unlefs thofe Fleets and 
thofe Armies were to be furnifhed with proper Orders or In- 
flrudions for enabling them to follow Words with Blows, in 
Cafe of any Denial or unreafonable Delay of Juflice. I 
know that threatening Memorials, are but Words; and, I 
believe, the honourable Gentleman talks from Experience, 
when ie fays, that fuch Words will always be contemned, 
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if People iraagiM thiiy are not to be immediately followed A«iojiCg».i 
with fuitable Aftions: But whatever DifreTped may Have tJ^^T^L^ 
been ftievvn to the threateairig Wpris or Memorials of other 
CcMincils, I hope tio Sign of Difregard will ever be ih^wn 
to the thrcarcDiog Refolutions of a Bridfli Parliament. I hope 
no Nation will ever imagine, that fuch Words are not to be 
followed with fujtable Anions, The Xingdom of Sp:tin, as 
well as one of her uextNeighbouRj has liill Rcafon to re- 
member the Refolutiotis of our Parliament in the Year 
1701-2. From the Behaviour of the Natbn at that Time, 
and for Jome Years afrer, they mull conclude, that the threaten* 
(ling Refolutions of a Britifh Parliamem will be followed, 
«od fjieedily followed, by fuitable Actions. They Hv9 
from thence good Reafon to conclude, that, even at this 
Time, our Words will not only be followed with Blows, but 
that every Blow will be followed by another, till we briijg 
DOT Enemies to reafonable Terms ,- ajid as the Juflice of our 
Cauie is DOW as great as it was then, 1 am fare our Enemiei 
have no Caufe to expe£l greater Pavour from Providence, 
than they met with at that Time: Therefore* if they have 
any Hopes of Succefs, it muft be in our Mifconduift, or 
in the fuppofed Weaknefs of our Councils ; and if they 
ibould bring Things to Extremit)', I hope they will fin4 
thcmfelves difappointsd in both. - 

• With lefped to the general Kefentment, that now 
prevaik over the wiole Nation, againft the Depredations 
coinmitteJ by the SpaniardiS, however dilagreeable it may be 
to fome Gentlemen^ I mull declare, that it is extremely a- 
greeab!e to me j and it isfo, bccaufe I think It is juft. I do 
not really know what the honounible GcntlexAan means by 
f^iying, that it has been ilJrred up by thofe who had no 
Title 10 ilir it up^ or who did not know what they were a- 
bout. I believe ii ha.^ been ftirred up by none but the 
Spaniards themielvesi for 1 have fo good an Opinion of the 
Underllanding of my Country-Men in general, as to be- 
Iieve^ that their Judgment, and confequently their Refciit- 
rocnt, as well as their Gratitude, depends upon the Nature 
of Thing?» and not upon what may be faid or wrote upon 
anySiibje£l. For this Reafon, if none of the Adions of 
the SpaniOi Guardi Cofta'5 had been unjuft, if their Be- 
haviour towards our Merchants had not been cruel and har- 
ixirous as well as unmft, I believe k v^'ould have been im- 
poffible to have Hirred upfttch a general Refentmentas now 
preVaiU again ft tiiem, tho' all the be ft Pens in the Nation 
had been as much employed to throv/ their Aflion^ into 
n malidous and invidious Light, as fome of the worft have 
been to palliate and txcufe, or rather juAify their Behaviour 
lOWSinis ut, I jiiuit therefcxe think, that it Jignifics very 
■■ • little 
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little wlio they are that endeavour to Air np the Refentment 
of the People ; bccaufe, if there is a juft Caufe for k, 
their Refentm cat will rife of Courfci and if there is no Caufe 
for it, no Art or Pcrfuafion will be able to raife k. The 
Refcntment of the Nation is, 'tis true, come to a very great 
Height upon the pfefent Occafion, and if it ftvoald evaporate 
Before it pfcduces the defired Effedl, it is e?/y to forefee who 
will defervc to be blamed i but tho' there are no People of 
a more generous and foi^iving Temper than the People of 
this Nation, yet, I hope, they will never allow their Re- 
fentment to evaporate : J hope they will neither forget nor 
forgive^ till they fee Jufticc done to fuch of their Country- 
Men as have been Injured, and a full Satlsfadllon made to 
the Nation for the Infults that have been put upon it. 

* I have now, I hope, Ihewn, Sir* tbat if we have a 
Mind to take the bell iVletJiod for preventing a War, or ob- 
taining Redrefs in a peaceable Manner, we ought to agree 
tinanimoufly to the Motion without any Amendment. What 
the Aufwer from the Crown may be, J ihall not pretend to 
determine, becaufe I know nothing of the Nature of any of 
tbe, Papers called for • but furely our Addrefllog to have them 
laid before us can be of no Prcjadice, Suppofe his MajelJy 
fhould think it inconMent with the publick Safety to lay 
fame of thofe Papers before us^ his being obliged to tell us fo 
can give him no DifquierJ becaulc it is a proper Anfwer, and 
in Anfwer whicb this Houfe ha= generally been fatisfied with : 
It is an Anfwer which cannot make any Man, tbat has a WElght 
in any foreigfiCouncil,norany Man of common Underftanding 
it home, fuppofe that tliere Is the leail Difagreement bc- 
tsveen his M.ijcfty f.nd bis Parliament ; becaufe we caimot 
fuppofc thb Mtniflers of any foreign Court we hare to 
do with, nor any Man ofComition Senic at home, fo ignorant 
of our Coultjtution, *13 not to know that the Parliament al- 
ways leaves it to the Crown to determine, what Papere are 
lit to be hid liefore them i and never infal: upon a Sight of 
any Paper, after the Crown has told tliem that it is not Jafe to 
make it ptibllck, unlefs when they have Reafon tofuipe£t, 
that fachan Anfwer prcsceeds from Cvil Counfd, and from the 
felfilh finds of aMinifterj in order to conceal fome criipinal 
or falfeScep he has been guilty of. Then, indeed, the Par- 
li'ameht would probably infill upon having fuch a Paper laid 
before thcni, and might perhaps adtlreis theKtog to know 
who advifcd him to fend fuch an Anfwer; and then it might 
be fu^pofed, both abroad and at home, that there was no 
great Harmony between (he King and his Parliament, or 
at leafl between hisMinillers and his Parliament i but furdy^ 
neither the honourable Gentleman whofpoke laft, nor any o- 
ihpr, hasthe leafl Ground to fufpeil; that this may be theCaie at 
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prefent ; and if «t were, it wovild be the ilrongeft Argument for 
agreeing to the Motign, to the end that the Parliament 
might ha^^e an Opportunity of removing fuch Miniftcrs 
frgm his Mitjefty's Councils j for if fuch Men were at the 
Helm of our Ad^sirs, which I am fure is not the Cafe at 
prefent, we could neither expert Regard or Confidence from 
foreign States, nor any Honefty or good Conduct in ourowa 
AiTairs, with refpc^ either to Peace or War. 

* Thus, I think, it appeal^. Sir, that our calling for the 
Alcmorials or Anfwera from Spain can be atpended with no 
bad Confcqucnce, even fuppofing them to be fnch, as can- 
not be fifely communicated ; ajid I have (hewn, that our not 
calling for them may be attended with the moft fatal Confe- 
quencc, by confirming the Court of Spain id tbe Notion 
daey feem to entertiiin of us, that we are afrakl, and 
win rather fubmit lo any Thing, than corac to an Open Rup- 
ture with them. But we are told, we ought not to C^lt l^or 
them, bccauie we have no iv noOccafion for them ; and to 
ihew we have no Occafion for them, it is laid, that m Pur- 
fuance of the Relolution we have cotne to, wc cannot regu- 
Jariy, at firft, enter into any Enquiry » but that of the Truth 
of the Fa6ls fet forth in the Petitions now prcfented tous. 
This I am fnrprized to hear from a Gentleman ib well ac* 
quainicd with the Fafts fet forth in the Petitions, and fo much 
A Maftcr of the Culloms and Methods of Pfoceeding in Par- 
liament. Sir, wc have no Occafion for fuch an Enquiry 
but for Form's fake merely. Wc all know the Fa^s are 
true i and if we proceed no further, I fhalJ be forry we havT 
gone fo far ; for we (hall then only leave upon Record, in 
^e Journals of Parliament, a. Telliraony of the Infults and 
Injuries we have tamely fufFered, which is a Tcftimony that 
can no Way contribute to the Honour of the Nation ; and 
therefore we ought to be fo far from recording, that, if it 
were poffible, we ought to prevent its being handed down to 
Poftcrity, If we look but into the Prayer of the Petitions 
prefentcd to us, we muft fee we have foroething elft to do, 
than merely to enquire into the Truth of Fafls- The Pe- 
titioners befecch u?, * To provide fuch a timely and adequate 
jlemedy, si may put an End to all Infults and Depredations 
on the Britilli S>iibj?<^* '. and to procure fuch Relief for the 
unhappy SulFerers, a* the Nature of their Cafe, and the 
Juftice of their Caufc, require.* Arc wc not then, in Pur- 
faance of our RcibJLition, to endeavour to provide fuch a 
Kemcdy, and procure fuch Relief? And is it poiHbte for us 
to determine what may be a proper Remedy, what may be 
a, proper Relief, without feeing what the Court of Spain have 
olTered, and what they prcicjid in Juftificaiion of t>xmfdvts? 

Voi.V. U 'Tbe« 



^0 II CeD n. 



( 146 ) 
Annbii G«>.n. » There are bat two Ways, Sir, of providing a Remedy,* 
*'^' * or procuring any Relief: It muft be done either by Force of 
Arms, or by Negociation $ and which of thefe Methods 
may be moft proper, is what we are to determine ; it is what 
we have in fome Meafure already refolved to determine, by 
rcfolving to take the Petitions into our Confideration : For 
this Purpofe we muft neceflarily examine into the Whole of 
our paft Negociations, whether they appear in the Form of 
Negociation or of Treaty, as yet neither fulfilled, nor any 
Way obferved. Which of thofe Methods may, upon the 
Enquiry we have refolved on, appear to be moft proper, I 
fliall not now take upon me to determine ; but in this Affair 
we have already made ufe of fo much Ink and Paper without 
any EfFeft, that I am afraid it will appear neceflary for us to 
begin to make ufe of another Sort of Ammunition. We have 
already found there is no Truft to be put even in Treaties, and 
therefore, after we have thoroughly examined into this Aflair, 
it may be the Opinion of this Houfe, that we muft now have 
Recourfe to that, in which we have always found, in which 
I hope, we always fhall find, our chief and greateft Security, 
J mean. Sir, the Weight of our Metal, and the Sharpnefs 
of our Swords. 

' Now, fuppofe, Sir, we fhould come to fuch » Rcfo- 
lutionj fuppofe we ftiould upon Enquiry find that no ef- 
fectual Remedy can be provided, nor any fufiicient Relief 
procured, but by Force of Arms ; that Refolution, to be 
fure, is to be offered to his Majefty by Way of Advice. In 
fo doing we incroach upon none of the Prerogatives of the 
Crown : We do that only which is our Duty ; for we are 
obli^ to offer what we think the moft wholeibme Advice 
to our Sovereign. Neither do we communicate to the 
Publick the Secrets of any Negociation, while it con* 
tinues, or ought to continue, in the Shape of a Ne- 
gociation; we only gjve our Opinion that it ought 
not to be continued in that Shape any longer; and 
furely, if the Parliament think fo, they have a Right 
to fay fo, and to communicate their Thoughts, by Way of 
Addrefs, to his Majefty. The Power of making Peace or 
War may be folcly lodged in the Crown ; but the Parliament 
certainly have a Right to advife and addnefs againft the Con- 
tinuance of Peace, when they think it cannot be continued 
with Honour, as well as they have a Right to advife and 
addrefs againft a War, which they think cannot be profecuted 
with Advantage. This is, in my Opinion, the principal 
Enquiry we are to make, when we take thefe Petitions 
into our Confideration '. We are to enquire, whether there 
be any Probabili^ of obtaining what the Petitioners pray for, 
in a peaceable M&noci , and upon fuch an Enquiry, I am 
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ftue, we can cotne to no Determination, without foeirg tliofe 
Biipcj? ih:.t aje propofed by the AmentJment to be left out 
of the Motion : Therefore, I hope, the honourable Gentle* 
ram will withdraw his Amendment, and leave it to his Ma- 
jelly, w/ho is the only proper Jutlge, to determine, whether 
the Papers now moved for, are fuch as may be fafely com- 
lOuniciLted to the Huafc.' 

The next who fpoke was the KoiVoufabkHenryPclbam Efq; 
Sir, 

* I rau£t fay, I am forry the honourable Gentleman, who Mr. Peihim. 
jpoke latl, did not continoe in his Erlt Opinion ; for I am 
always fond of having an Opportunity to join with him in 
the fame Sentiments ; but upon the prcfent Occafion I cnnnot ; 
becaufe, f think, the honourable Gentleman who propofed 
the Amendment, gave fuch Rcifons thv what he propofed, 
as neither have, nor, in my Opinion, can be anfwered, I 
Hiall admit. Sir, that it is as neceflary for a Nation to pre- 
serve its Chara&r among Ncigiibours, as it is for a private 
f/lun ; but whatever Opinion the Court of Spain may en- 
tertain of our Courage, or of our Unwillingncfs to come to 
an open Rupture with them, 1 fhall never be for doing any 
Tbing that may tend towarJs involving this Nation into an 
unneccJIary War, for the Sake only of making that Nation 
believe we are no Way afraid of them* The Character of 
this Nation for Refolution a.nd Courage is already fo well e- 
ftablifhed, that we have no Occafion for making ufe of any 
Sort of hedlioring Exprefllons, in order to convince the World, 
that we are not afraid of the Spaniards, whom the Gentle- 
men who are for a War reprefent as a very feeble Enemy, 
Therefore, if upon any fiilfe and ill grounded Opinion of 
our Timidity, they fhould abfolutely rcfufe to do us juftice, 
we may cafily pcrfuadc them, that our Patience proceeded 
not from our Fear, but from our Prudence ; but this is not to 
be doiie by any Kerolutions of this Houfe; it h to be done 
only by Fleets and Armies, after his M.ijcfty has told us that 
aochingelfe will prevail. For this Reafon, as long as there 
IS the kali Ground to hope, that the Court of Spain maybp 
preva.iled on by peaceable Means to give Ear to Reafon, we 
pught not to do any thing tliat m^y tend to interrupt or re- 
tard any Kegociation, that may be carrying on for tSiatPur- 
pofc : And that we are not as yet intirely deflitute of fuch 
Hopes, mult be prefumed ; becaufe» we may be allured, 
that as foon as this comes to be our Cafe, his M^jefty will 
apply in the moil folemn Manner to his Purliamcnt, both 
for Advice and Afiillance, 

* As for the lall Anfweror Memorial from Spain, I do not 
pr£ten4. Sir, to know whacit is; but I h^ve been aJTured 
from Authority which I J»ve no Reafon to fufped, that 
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it can BO Way be looked on as a final Anfwcr. It Is fo hi 
from being a flat Denial of Jnflice, that it feems to ftiew an 
Inclination towards doing J ull ice, a* foon as fome diiputed 
Fa€ts can be cleared up ; atid I am told it may admit of 
fach Expliinations, as ma.y put an End to all our Difference* 
in a peaceable Manner : Nay, I have good Realon, I think, 
to fuppofe it fuch a-one ; for if it h.id been oihervvife^ I am 
convinced his Miijefty would have direftly^ordtred it to have 
been laid before the Houfe. Suppofe it then fuch anAnfwer 
as^ by proper Explanations, may by a Foundation for our 
obtaining fuU Satiafadlion and Security, in a peaceable 
Manner ; I fl^euld be glad to know how thofe Explanations 
are to he gbtained. The only Way of obtaining any fuch, 
mud be by a new Memorial from this Court to that of Spain, 
by Way of Reply to their lafl Anfwer; but if we order 
their laft Anfwer tnbe laid before this Houfe, we Ihall, in a 
great Me.ifiirc, put it out of his MajeRy^'s Power to fend any 
inch Reply; for in that Cafe, I believe, none of his Ma- 
jelty's Servants would venture to adviie him to fend a Reply, 
or to give their Opinion what Sort of Reply ought to be 
ientj until the Parliament had thoroughly examined into the 
ACiir, and had conne to fuch Refolutions as they fhould 
think proper upon the Occafion. This the Parliament may 
not be able to do till towards the End of the Scffson, during 
which Time the Negocistian between the two Courts mult 
be at an in tire Stand i whereas, if it be left to his Majefty, 
to fend fuch a Reply as he may think moft proper, the Ne- 
gociatioti may before that Time be brought to fome Period 
or another ; and in our prefect Circumltances, I am fure, 
nothing caQ be of Advantage to this Nation, that will ne- 
celTirily, but needlefly, occafion a Delay in adjufting our 
Differences with the Court of Madrid. 

' From hence, Sir, I think it is evident, that ou^ calling 
for the laft Memorial from Spain would be imprudent ; and 
whatever Neceflity there may be for our feeing the laft of 
any of the Memorials from that Court, before we can came 
to any final Determination, relating to the Petition we have 
refolved to take into our Confideration, yet that Neceflity 
neither does, nor can now appear ; and therefore, I do not 
think there is, as yet, theieaft Occafion for our calling for 
any of thefc Memorials. In the Courfccf the Enquiry we arc 
refolved to make, it may appear neccifary for us to have all 
fhofc Memorials laid before U5, and when that docs appear, I 
Ihall be ready to join with other Gentlemen in any proper 
Motion for that Purpofe f but til] then, I think it ought to 
be delayed, becaufe our immediately calling for them, efpeci- 
ally the laA, may be attended with fome Inconvenience, and 
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becaofe fuch a Delay can but very little, jf any Waf » re- A™*^ttCce. ii. 
taid our Proceedings with refpedl to the Affair now betoreus, ^ ^ i - , 
By the Refolution yoti have come to, itwitj be near a Fort- 
night before you begin to uke this Affair icto your Confide- 
Tition s and as fome Things may intervene, thke may oblige 
yoa to i>ut off the entering upon it for fome Days longer; nncf 
likeivjfe, a? you may meet wJih Inter raptjons in the Courfe of 
your Enquiry i I muft reckon it will be near three Weeks, it 
may be morCf before you can know pofitively, whether there 
will beany Neccfiity for your having any of thofc Meiroriali 
laid before you ; therefore you may, I think, without the 
Jeall Inconvenience, delay calling for any of them for two or 
three Weeks at lea ft. In the mean Time, his MajeKy may 
have fent to the Court of Spain a Reply to their laft Anfwer, 
and then your calling for that Anfwer can no ^Vay interrupt 
the Courfe of the Negociation, nor can it be attended with 
fuch dangerous Confequences, as your calling for it now may 
be attended with : Nay, I do not know but that, if a Reply 
be immediately fent, demanding the neceiliry Explanations, 
and. infilling upon a categorical Anfwer, which 1 am con- 
vinced his Majefty will do with all poffible Difpatch ; I do 
not know^ I (ay, but that in this Cafe, a. new Memorial may 
arrive from the Court of Spain, before it be neceflary for 
you to come to any Refoludons relating to this Affiir ; and 
that new Memorial will certainly have fa great Influence up- 
on your Refolutions, as well as upon his Majefty*s future 
Conduft with regard to Spain. 

* I fliall grant. Sir, that in cafe of our calling for any 
Papers, it h a proper enough Anfwer from the Crown, t* 
tell us, they are of fuch a Nature, that ihey cannot be fafe* 
ly communicated; bat on the other Hand, I believe it will 
be allowed, that fuch an Anfwer from the Crown is unufual j 
and the Reafon of its being fo, is, becaafe both Houfe of 
Parliament have generally taken care to call for no Papers 
but fuch aj might, in all Appearance, be fafely communi* 
eated Now» though 1 do not pretend to know what is In 
thelaA Memorial or Anfwer from Spain, yet from its having 
arrived fo btrly, we may, I think, with Probability, if not 
with Certainty, conclude, that it is a Paper which ought not 
* yet to be made publick ; and therefore, however proper 
fuch an Anfwer from the Crown may be, I muft think fuch 
an Appliration from this Houfe woald not be altogether fo 
proper at prcfcnt. Pbr this Reafon, I think, it would be 
more agreeable to the Cuflom of Parliament, and more pro- 
per for u;:, not to call for any of the Memorials from Spain, 
but to leave it intirtly to his Majefty, to order fuch of them 
tpbe laid before as, as he fhall think may be (afely commU' 
Ricatcd i and ikb he will certainly do in due Time, ii" there 
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%w**"' "' ^ ^"y Thing in amr qf thefc MemorialS| that may reqiiire 
^^-v^-^ i the Confideration of Parliament. 

* After what I have faid. Sir, I hope Gentlemen will exr 
cufe me if I fay, that I think it would be rafh and precipitate 
in us, to call for all or any of thefe Memorials at prefent ; and 
though we had them all before us, I muft think, it would 
be ftul more rafh in us to come to any violent or threatening 
Kefolutions, unlefs his Mnjefty had beforp told us, tliat he 
bad no farther Hopes of obtaining full Satisfadion in a 
peaceable Manned- ; for even in private Life, let a Man be 
neyer fo much inclined to do Juftice, or to inake Repara- 
tion, he wo^ld not like to be publickly threatened into it : 
The Attempting to make ufe of fuch a Method, would pro- 
bably make him (land upon a Punctilio of Honour, and re- 
fufe, at leaft for that Time, to do, what he would have done 
with great Alacrity, if it been required of him in a difcreet 
and prudent Manner. 

* It is true. Sir, the Negociations between Spain and u^ 
have already continued too long, and it muft be granted, 
they have not as yet had any great Effedfc ; but if we confi- 
der the. Multitude of Complaints that are upon both Sides, 
(for the Court of Spain have their Complaints, and have 
Demands to make, as well as we) and the great Diftance of 
the Places where our mutual Complaints are to be e:^mined, 
ive cannot think it ftrange, that our Negociations have not^ 
as yiet, jbecn brought to a final liTue. I do not mention this, 
Sir, with aDcfign to make any Excufe for the Behaviour of 
the Spaniards to us, or to juHify all the Delays they have 
been guilty of. J mentipn it only to Ihew, that, nptwith- 
iftanding the Length of the Negociations between us, we 
ought not to conclude, that the G)urt of Spain defigns only 
to amufe and deceive us ; but, on the contrary, that we ought 
to prefume there may ftill be fome Hopes of our being able 
to obtain, in a peaceable Manner, as much as we can exped 
by themoft fucce^ful War : And if this can be done, it will 
certainly be a great Saving both of Men and Money to the 
Kation. That his Majefty thinks he has ilill' good ReafoQ 
to entertam fome fuch Hopes, we may be affured of; other^ 
wife he would haye provided, jxfore this Time, for obtain* 
ine by Force, what he foopd he cbald not obtain by peace- 
able Means, and would haye applied to Parliamjcnt in the 
xnoil folemn Manner for that Purppfe. Therefore, rather 
than do anything that n»ay put an End to all fiich Hopes, I 
think we ought to return Thanks to his Majeily, and extol 
the Wifdom and Goodnefi he has hitherto Ihewn, by putting 
a Force upon hb natural Inclinations, and facrificing that 
idazling Gbry which is obtained by Vidtories and Triumph^, 
$o that folid and (roe Glory, which is the juH Reward of 
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thofc Kings, wliomake the Pncfervation of the Lives and **«"> n^a/iH 
Properties of their Subjects, their chief and grcatcft Con- fJZf^SLi 

After Mr. Pelham, fevenl Gentlemen (poke for and 
againil the Amendment propofed ; but J fli.^.l] give you oaly 
what was (aid by the two folJotving, viz Sir John Barnard, 
and Sir Chirlcs Wager ; the former of ivhom {poke to the 
E/Btt&. as foUowi, viz. 
Sir. 

* In L\\\ Debates of this Nature, Gentlemen ought to be very sir jobnBmjtftii 
enutioua how they run any Parallels betwixt public and private 
Tranfadions, We have heard a good deal with Regard to the 
prudertiaJ Confidcration of our agreeing to the prei'ent Mo- 
tion : But give me leave to obferve Sir, that the Chara^er of a 

Nation b very different from that of a private Man. A private 
Man that has once eftablifhed a Reputation for Wifdom and 
Courage, may cafily, and generally does, preftrve that Repu- 
tation ys long as he lives j but whatever Reputation a State or 
Kingdom may acquire at any one Time, ia fo far from con- 
tinuing as long as that State or Kingdom fubfifts, that on the 
contrary, the Reputation acquired under one King, or one 
Adminiftration, always expires as foon as that King or Ad- 
mi niftrat ion expires j and the Succeflbr? mull alwayi begin 
afrefli to acquire and eilabliih a Charafter for the Nation 
under their Adminiftration. A Nation may acquire the 
high eft Chara^er, the grcatell Ellecm. under one RcJgn 
or Adminifl ration, and yet fink into the loweft Contempt: 
under the very next, Thfs was the Cafe of this Nation, in 
the Reigns of Edward I. and Edward I J. in the Reigns of 
Edward III. and Richard IL in the Reigns of Henry V. 
and Henry VI. and in the Reigni of our wife Queen Eliza- 
beth and her Succeffor James I. 

* It is in vain therefore. Sir, to pretend, that the Cha- 
j-a^er of this Nation is eftablifhed, or that we can now de- 
pend upon the Charailer we acquired in any former Reign, 
Of under any former Ad tni rift ration : For our prcfent Cha- 
raftcr, we cannot Jook beyond the D?.tc of the prefent Ad- 
miniJlration, Now as his Majeily*s Name ought never to 
be mentioned in any of our Debates; as nothing that i* faid 
by any Gendeman in thislloufe, can be fuppoled to relate 
to the King, bat to the Minifters for the Time being only j I 
may therefore beg leave to delire Gentlemen to ky their 
Hands upon their Hearts^ and declare, what Sort of Cha- 
ra^ler rhey think this Nitlion has acquired under our prefent 
Adminillration, which, I mull obferve, began before his 
M.jrfVy's AcccJTiOn. and bcgnn with » Treaty of Peace be- 
tween Spain and us, which 1 never did, nor ever /halUntire- 
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ly approve of, Tf upon this Footfng, Genflemen will tx^ 
amine into the Chara*fter we may at pre lent be fuppofed to 
have among our Neighbours, I am afraid it will be found 
not to be a ver)^adv;iiit;igeous ore, at leail with rcfpeft to 
6iir Courage, or Readincfa to try the Fate of War, tn cafe of 
ai y l^jnvy or InfuU's being put upon us, 

* I Ihall gr^nt. Sir, that generally fpeaking, Peace it 
better th-in War; but it is not always fo: A diihonourablc 
peace is worfe than a deflru(!tivc War ; It is better for a Na- 
tion i a^ well as a private Man, to ccafe to be, than to fub- 
Cft in the wretched State of fufFering continu:il Infults and 
Indignities; and if, under the prdent Adminilhation, we 
Jiavc loft a great P?.rt of the CiiaraSter we gsined in former 
Times J if our Neighbours have begun to tliink, that we 
will bear withany Infiradionsof Treaties, richer than en- 
gsge in a Wat, which I hope is not the Cafe ; we may ca- 
jole and flatter otirfelves with obtaining Redrefs by peaceful 
JSJegociations orTre:itiesi but while our Neighbours enter- 
tain fuch a Notion of us, I am fully convinced it wiJI be 
impoflible If our Enemies are not yet fully prepared to ruin 
us, if they thitik they may foon have a better Opportunity 
thafl the pre fen t for giving us fome fiuiiliing Blow, they 
may for fome Time f.mufe tts with Negociations or Con- 
grcffes, they may even vQUchfafe to grant us a Convention 
or a Treaty ; but thefe will appear at lali to be nothing but 
Expedient?, artfully contrived by them, and fooUfhly or 
treacliCTOufly fubmittcd to by us, for making our Ruin the 
more eompleat and the more inevitable. During thefe very 
Negficiiitions, and notwithftanding the Treaties they may 
vouchfifc to grant us, being convinced they may do it with 
Impunity, they will continue to put the fame Indignities up- 
on us, till we are reduced io low by our Sufferings, that, 
like a Man who has too long neglected a waftirig Diftem- 
per, we fhall not have fuiRc lent Strength left for making ufe 
of that Remedy, which, if it had been applied in Time, 
would h we produced a. certain Cure. 

* I ihall not pretend. Sir, to be a competent Judge of our 
Condud: for feveral Years paft ; I fhall not pretend to fay 
politively what we have done, or what we might have dotie ; 
but, in my Opinion, we have had ievcral Opportunities for in- 
diicmg, if not compelling the Spaniards, and likewifelbme 
otlier o( our Neighbours, to give us fiAl Satisfaiftion for 
Injuries pall, which would have been the beft Security 
againfi any fuch for tiie future ; Nay, I am of Opinion, 
wc might have prevented moil of the Indignities put upon us, 
without involving the Nation in a. War. If my Informatioa 
be right, our Neighbours the Dutdi have fallen upon a Way 
of preventi^ fuch Indignities, without involving them&lve» 
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fn % War: I fhalj not affirm it for a Trtiit, but we have a*w n.Om. ii» 
been told, that they have lately taken a Method with the ^"^iTi*- 
SpiniOt Guarda Codas, which will ma.ke them a little more 
cautious, at leaft with Refpei?t to themj in Time to come : 
They have fitted out Ships propct for the PurpofCj and 
when they have found Guards Colbs not properly conimif- 
fioned, 6r fuch as had feJzed or plundered any of dieir Ships, 
contrsry to the I^w of Nations, and to the Inftrudions they 
had from thofc who gave them their Commiffions, they have 
treated them as Pirates, and hcive hung them up a: the 
Yard's Ann as f«oii as taken. This h what has been com- 
monly reported ; and it calls to my Mind a Story I have 
Leard of a GentkinaB, who received a Box on the Ear 
from a famous Bully at a Coffee- Houfe, The GentJeman, it 
fecms, had not fo much Courage as a Gentleman ought to 
have, and thefcfore took, it patiently : He thought only of 
©btainintr Satistaflion tn a peaceable Manner ; but footi after 
he heard^ that the lame Bully, ior I'uch another Piece of Be- 
haviour, had been caned and kjck'd oat of the Coffee'Room, 
by another Genileman. Gods (o I fays the Poltroon, if I 
had known that Fellow would have been treated in fach a 
Manner^ I Ihoutd not have taken the Blow he gave me fb 
patiently. 

* All Nations, Sir, are apt to pky the Bully with Ref- 
peft to one another } ;ind if the Government or Adminirtra- 
tion of a Nation has 5aken bat one Infult tamdy, their 
Neighbour* will from thence judge of the then Charafter of 
that Nation, without any Regard to their Behaviour under a 
former Gavel-nment or Ad mini ft ration ; and will accordingly 
treat them as Bullies do noted Poltronsi they will kick and 
cufF them upon every Occafion : And as a private Man, who 
has once got the Charafter of a Poltrooii» can never wipe 
off that Charailer, or avoid fuch Treatment, but by drubbing 
tliofe who have dared to infult him, I am afraid it h now be- 
come in vain for us to expe£l to recover our Chara^er, fo 
as to obtain Satiifaflion for Injuries- paft, or to avoid meeting 
with future Injuries, by any peaceable Means ■ At leall, I 
am furc, it is not fit for us at prefent to (hew ourfelvei fo 
Anxious about avoiding a War, as our agreeing to the Amend- 
ment now propofed will dearly ftiew us to be. 

* Having thus. Sir, (hewn, that we have no former 
Charafter to dcpen^^ on, and that nothing will moref^abably 
make a War uecefiary than our appearing any Way anxious 
to avoid itj I (hall next examine fome of the Arguments made 
ule of, agiiinft our calling for any of the Memoriats or An^ 
fwen from Spain, As to the Isill Anfwer from that Conttj 
which we are told arrived but a few D^ys ago, tho' cer- 
ttinly it might and ought to have arrived fcveral Week* ago, 
U has been faid, t^at wc ought not to call Ibritj becaufe by 

Vol. V, X Sa 



fo doing, we fhall frrevcnt his Majeily's being able to fend 
any Rcpl>", til! after we Jiave exatnined into the Affair before 
m, and havs come to fuch RelblLitions as may be thought 
proper upon the Occafion. Sir, for this very Reafon we ouglit, 
in myOpift on, to call for it. I think no Reply ought to be 
fent but by the Advice of Piirllament. The Affair is now 
brought, and regularly brought before Parliament ; and I hope 
no ^linifter will advift hisMajdly to fend a Reply, lill h& 
knows the Refolutions of Parliament, If any Minillcr does, I 
am fure it will not be prudent: It will be a Price of the iilghell 
Bifrefpeft he can ihtw to a Britifli Parliament ; arsd what- 
ever Pufillnnimity he may have been guilty 'of with refpe£l 
to foreign Affairs^ I am fure there will in that Cafe be 
no Reafon to accafe him of Pufillanimity with refpeft 
to domeftick. Our obtaining Rcdrefs, or our obtaining a 
fpcedy Kcdjcfs, does not depend upon our fpeedily fending a. 
Reply of fome Weight. Our MiniJlers h.ive already fenc 
many Memorials, many Replies, without any Effed : Our 
Bufinefs is now to fend a Reply that will have fome more 
Weight than any hitherto fent i and furely a Reply from 
his Ma;eJIy» founded upon the Refolutiona of his Parliament, 
will have mere Force tliBfl any Reply he can fend by the 
Advice of his Minillers only. Therefore, confidering hovt 
little Regard lias hitherto bten Ihewn by the Court of Spain^ 
to the M^^i^O'^i^'s of our Mlnillers, 1 mull think it high 
Time, even for them* to take the Aid of Parliament, and to 
wait for* the Refolutions of Parliament, before they 
advifc his Majefty to fend any Reply to the laft Anfwei* 
from Spain J and for this Reafon I ihoald think, that our 
Minillers, of all others, would be the moll fond of having 
iliQt Anfwcr hid before E*arliament, 

* lam furprized, Sir, to hear it faid, that the Neceffity 
of our (eeing t\l the Memorials or Anfwera from Spain, re- 
lating to the Affair before- us, does not now appear. It aip- 
pears/ Sir, upon the very Face of every one of the Petitions 
wc have refolded to take Into our C^onfide ration, Does nol 
every one of them exprefly affirm, ' That the Spaniard* 
haveunjuftly feizedand made Prize of our Mercliant Ship?, 
in the deftined CoUrfe of their Voyages to and' from the 
Britifti Colonies?' Do not we know that an unlawful Tmde 
may be carried on by our Merchant Ships, in the Span ifli 
Weft-Wdies j and if any of them are derefted'ln the car^ 
Tying on of fuch a Trade, they may not only be julJly 
fcizeu, but juftly condemned and made Prize ©1? And do 
not we know that the Spaniards pretend, aJl or rooft of the 
Shipa they have feized, wert not in the dtftined Cbarfe of 
their V'oyageto and from the Brttifh Colonies, but were de- 
tedcdaind proved to have been carrying on an unlawful 
Tade upon theif Cgaib ? ShaU we tlica prowrd to dete*- 
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my of oar Merchant Ships have been unjuftly 
ade Prize of by the Spaniards, without examining 
what the Spaniards huvc to Iky in their own Judication? 
■[>on*t, fer God fake, Sir, Jet it be in the Power of our 
Enemies to tax us with Injuftite ', kt that be all on the other 
Side ; but give me leive to (ay, chat fuch a Conduct would 
be unjuft, and therefore highly unbecoming a Eritilh Hoofe 
of Parliament ; and as we can no way txamjoe into what 
the Spaniards have to fiy in their own Juiliijcatlon, but by 
peroitng the Memorials ihey have tranfmitted to this Couttp 
therefore, upon the very Fc<5e of the Petitions we have re- 
folved to take into our Confidcration, it appears rcccfiary 
for us to fee evei y one of tiicfe Memorials, before we can 
come to any Refolution lelating to the Petitions now before 
us. 

* As I have fhcwn, Sir, that it is abfblotely necefLry for 
OS to fee all the Memorials or Anfwcrs from Spain 
before we can proceed to any Determination or Rcfolatipn 
rdating to the Aifair we have refolved to enquire into, I 
think it very needlefs to difpute, whether or no there be 
any Appearance of its being fafe to communicate all or any 
of them to this Houfe. If Ins MajeJiy ihould think it 
unfafe to communicate any of them, we jnull put off our 
Enquiry, till his Majelty Ands tiiat he may {afely enable us to 
proceed in it, by laying all the proper Materials before ui ; 
But furely. Sir, we ought to proceed upon the Steps that 
are previous to rhat Enquiry, 'till we fball receive the 
difegrecabie Information from the Crown itfeb', that it ig 
not yet fafe to lay all the proper MAterials before us. For 
my Part, I think we have no fuch Meafures to keep with 
regard to Spain, as fome Gentlemen fecm to think neceJiary. 
I put no Confidence in any Negociation we can carry on, fao 
nor in any Treaty we can conclude, t tkink our pall Be- 
haviour has already mide a W;ir unavoidable; and I hope 
liis Majelly has t:iken care that this Nation Hiaill be as 
|K5werfuliy fapported by proper Allies, In Defence of our 
own Rights and the Rights of Mankind, ps Spain can cs- 
pc£l to be, in tlie Incroachments fhe has niide upon us, and 
upon the known Rights of all Nations; I mean, 
an undifturbed Communicatioa between the diftercnt 
Parts of their own Dominions, and a free Navigation 
in [he open Seas. 

* For this Reaibn, Sir, whatever Shame or Danger might 
arife to fome particular Men, I cannot lee the Icall Dan- 
ger that could arire to this Nation ; nay, I can fee many Ad- 
vantages that might accrue to her, if all the Memorials, 
yea all the Tranfadions, that have pafTed between Spain and 
vtf for thefe l^-enty Years, were printed and publiflicd, a* 
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were not only laid before this Houfe, but before the PubHcfc. 
I will even go fo far as to fay, that it would be neither an 
unbecoming nor a rafh Step for us, to come to a Refolution 
by Way of Advice to his Majefty, that War ought to be 
declared againft Spain, if, within a ihort limited Time» 
they did not promife S^tis^ion and Security in the moll 
exprefs and the moft explicit Terms. 

* In private Life, if a Man has been often and for feveral 
Years follicited, in the moft complaifant Manner, to do 
Jufticc, he ought, nay he muft be threatened at laft, what- 
ever may be the Qjnfequence : If he fliould then in- 
difcreetly ftind upon a Punftilio of Honour, a Court of Law 
would compel him not only to do Juftice, but to pay the 
Cods of a Suit, which he had brought upon himfelf merely 
by his own Obftinacy ; and I hope the Fleets and Armies of 
this Kingdom will always be as efFed:ual againft obftinate 
Foreigners, as the Officers of Juftice can be againft obftinate 
Subjells. 

' I am forry. Sir, to hear the Multitude of our Complaints 
made ufe of as an Argument for prolonging our Negociations. 
Every one knows that the Length of our Negociations has 
added greatly to the Number of our Complaints ; .and now, 
it feems, the Multitude of our Complaints ought to prevail 
with us to continue our Negociations yet a while longer. At 
this Rate our Negociations can never come to an End ; for 
while they contmue, the Number of our Complaints will 
certainly increafe daily, becaufe our Subjects, as long as 
they have any thing to risk, will be making ufe of thofe 
Rights they think they are intitled to, and this will give 
their Enemies a Pretence and an Opportunity to plunder 
them. Therefore the Multitude of ouc Complaints (hould 
rather be a Reafon for cutting ihort our Negociations at any 
Rate, than for drawing them out to ftill a farther Length. 
The Miniftry, Sir, had better ftrike a bold Stroko at once, 
(and indeed it will be a bold Stroke) by giving up thofe 
Rights that are in Difpute, rather than continue thfem in 
Su^nce, as a Snare for making our Subjects a Prey to their 
Enemies. 

* Then, Sir, as to the Diftance of the Places where our 
Complaints are to be examined, furely' it can be no Excuie 
for the Spaniards not having made Satisfaction, with refpeft ' 
to thofe Captures at leaft, which they themfelves have a- 
bove eight Years fince acknowledged to have been unjuft. 
This too may be made a Reafon Iot an eternal Negociation, 
as well as for lengthening our Negociations yet a while longer; 
for if the Diftance of Places be an Excufe for not having made 
Satisfaction for an Injury done ten Years ago, and acknow- 
ledged as foch above eight Years ago, it will be an Excafe 
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for dtUying for ten Yars to come, to make SatisfaSmn f«r ^nw ii ew. u, 
the Injuries done laft Year, and foon in itijimtiim i and as we 
are not, it feemsj to have full Satiifa^ion for any Injury 
done, till the whole be adjudged Snd afcertnined at the End 
of the Negociation, we mull never at this Rate cxpeft full 
SatisfaSion for any Injary pail, prefent, or future. 

* What Complaints, or what Demands tht Spaniards may 
have againlt U5, as 1 know nothing of them, I fhail not 
pretend to fay whether they a^re frivolous or not ; I am apt 
to fufpefl chey are ; but^ Sir, if they are not^ they ma/ 
then be a Pretence, iind ajuH Pretence too, for the Injuries 
they have done to as, or at lea ft for their not having made a 
full Reparation i therefore thofc veryCom plaints or Demands 
ought to come under our Confideration at this Junflurc ; and 
as they can appear no where but in thofe Memorials, whicli 
have been tranfmitied from the Court of Spain to this Court, 
they furnifh us with a new and an additional Reafon for 
Ihewing, that it is abfolutely neceflary for us to fee all the 
Memorials from Spain, before we can properly come to any 
Refblution relating to the Af^ir we have refolvcd to cnquiro 
into. 

* Thus, Sir, in every light, in which the Queftion can 
be put, it appears, it now appears, neceifary, to have all 
the Memorials or Anfwers from Spain, laid before uj, if we 
are ferioufly inclined to get at the Bottom of the AiFair wft 
have refolvcd to enquire into : But I mull fay, that for my 
own Part, I am \cty cafy, whether any one of thefe Me- 
morials be laid before us ; becaufe there is one Faift fuggefted 
in one of the Petitions, which to me appears a fufiicknC 
Caufe for an immediate Declaration of War, and will there- 
fore, in my Opinion, make it unncceflkry for us to enquire 
into any of the other Fads, fct forth in the Petitions now be- 
Ibrt us. In die Petition prefenced by the Merchants trading 
fpoiu: plantations, it 15 fuggclled, * That the Crews of 

• fomc of our Merchant Ships are now in Slavery in OldSpain, 

* where they are moil inhumanly treated* This, Sir, is an In- 
dignity, a kirbarous Cruelty, which a fmiple Releafe of the 
Prifoners cannot excufe. Nothing but Vengeance can atone 
for fuch a cruel, fuch an unchriftian Behaviour. It ia a Cruelty, 
whidi the Court of Spain cannot pretend to palliate or extufe, 
by imputing it to the Mis.behaviour of their Governors in 
America. The Government of Spain itfelfmuft be loadetl 
with it; and as it cannot be juftilied by any Pretence, or by 
any Memorial whatioever, if it be proved, which I believe 
it will, I ^all think it a fufficient Reafon tor giving it as 
our Opinion, that War ought to be immediately declared a- 
gaijill that Kingdom, without enquiring into any of the other 
lifti complained of, or feeing any of the Memorials Of 
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Jkn»n (%».«. Anfwen they have fent us. It is notenoi^h, Sir, if a Mail 
^imiJ^^s/''^<J lias not only injured me in my Property, but bafely at- 
fejcked and maltreated me in my Perfcm ; I fay, it is not c- 
^ogh, if I ihall obtain 'bare Satisfaflion for what I have 
telfered in my Property. But Nations, Sir, have jio Courts 
ofjuftice to whidi they care to appeal ; they muft take the 
Il*medy that their Power jM^fents them with, which is Sa- 
^isfaftion by Arms. 

* Therefore, as I haTte faid, I am extremely eafy, whe- 
ther any of the Spanifli Memorials be laid before us or not j 
hdt if, out of an ill-tamed Comj)laifance for the Court of 
■Sjain, and for fear of intruding upon their Punftilio's of 
tlonour, we now refufe. to call for any of Aefc MeimfiriaU ; 
1 ini afraid this poor Nation can at prefent neither meet 
*with Reparation for t>a!l Injuries, nor can itex{)6A a.Jpiroper 
■Security againft being cxpofed to Injuries of the fame Na- 
ture, for fomc Time to.corae. 

Sir Charles Wager fpoke in Subftance as follows : 
Sir, 
Sir Charieiw^er. ' * ^ muft fay, that whatever the prefcnt CharaSer of this 
Nation maybe, I think we ought to do nothing raftily» ei- 
.•ther for preferving or recovering it. A Man of real Cou- 
rage and good Senfe is never jealous of his Charafler ; and 
therefore is hot fo apt to take Things amifs, or fo hafty in 
refenting Affronts, as one who has only a brutifh Temerity, 
oic a fal^ and affe£led Courage. I do not know but that all 
the Fa£b mentioned in the Petitions may be proved ; I be- 
lieve they will ; but if they were, I fhould not take upon 
me to fay, whether or no they could juftify an immediate 
Declaration of War againft Spain. This is a Judgment 
which no Subjcft ought to make, becaufc the judging and 
determining in fuch a Cafe, is, by our Conftitution, lodged 
in the Crown only. But fo far I may fay, that whatever 
may be in thcfe Fa£ls, whatever may be our Cafe at pre- 
fcnt, we ought not to fhowour Teeth till we can bitfe. 

* No Nation in the World, I believe. Sir, ever declared 
War, till they were ready to enter upon AAion j and as we 
»t prefent have neither a Fleet nor an Army ready, fuf- 
- ficient for attacking fuch a powerful Nation as Spain, I tBink 

we ought not as yet to do any thing, that may look like a* 
^Declaration of War, or even like a Refolution to dedare 
War I believe no Gentleman will fuppofe, that I can be 
induced, either by Intereft or Inclination, to be againft a 
War, when I think it is become neceilary: On the contrary, 
I fhall then be as much for it, and as ready to take my 
Share in it, as any Man in the Kingdom ; but if a War 
were now become abfolntely neceffaryj I ihould not be for 
"giving any publiekTc&imoDyijf our being rcfolved upon « 
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Rupture, iiWwe ate fully prepared, anJ juH ready to eutgr Ant^T^-ew- 
vpon Atlion. , Every Man kwwa vv^ aiffrnot Co at prcfcnCi 1>^Y^>^ i 
an$] as our cJling forall the Memonals iranrmkttd higher 
from Spain, would Ije a Sort oFpublkk ImJAaaUon, ih.it we - 
are refolv^ upoti a Ruptare, t mull thei'efore be for agree;- , 
ifig to the Amcrtdmtnt, and leavJHg !t to his MajeCLy tio 
Cpinmanicate thofe Memorials to u^J when he thinks it fafe * 
and convcniciK i which he may do, and certaialy will dij, - 
without any Addrefs ftom us for that Purpofe.'' 

The Qucltioii being put upon the Motion as it flood, vyith- tiiVi*on. 
out the Amend men t| it was carried in the Negative^ Yc$s ^^^ ^ ^'^ ^^ 
99, Noes 164. Anti iJip^ Ainpodnje^ljWW then agreed 'J^7 
withoat Divifion. 

M&rcb 1 5 . ^f r. Compirollef prefented to the Houfc, pm- 
fiiant to their AcMrefs to his Maje ft y, Copies, a tidEx trades of th<^ . 
fevcral Petitions, Rcprefeotatiomj Memorials, and all other 
Papers relating to the §paiuih Depredations upoD th^ BrJtl^ 
SubjcilSjWhich have been prcfcnted to hkMjycfty, or delivered-, 
toej,therof his Majesty's prindptl Secretaries, of State, fiate 
Midfutnmer laft, together with Copies oy Extracts of/ycJCk 
Memorials or Repr efcntations, as have been made cither to 
the King of Spain, or his Minifters, and of ihc Letters written 
so his Majefly's Miniftwf at Madrid, relating to the faid |>e-"* 
predations ; as aKo, (by his R4ajej:ly*j Cqjnniand ) 

Coptea and Extracts of Letters from his Majefly's Miniftcr 
at M^rid, and froniilhe King ofSpain^ Miniiler!!, to hi^ in 
anfwcr to Letters wn?te by one of his Majfl|ft.y''s principal S«-: 
ccetaricsof Stafc to the faidMiniller, ai^to the Repfcfcp- 
BUJoos iKadebyhJiRld ,th<;.Miniil;er5,of Spain, relating tor 
ihe faid Depredations ;' togetlier w^h a Lift of the; iki4a 
Pr.pccfe : ;. ■... '. .,.:■- 

And the (Hid Lift was read, and was a« foUowctJi : 

Extnit of a Letter from Mr. Keene to ihe Duke of New - 
caftle. Segovia, A)ig, a2^P>S. S^tH* ?, j^I. S. 17J71 oi- 

Goi^of a Letter fromrMfi %tem to Mq!?.f« dcU QHadr», 
Ajig. 1 7^ O. S. 28, M, Si v^m ^^ ■ ' ■ 

Tranflation. 
• C*jpy ot' a Letter from th#' Dukc 4f;hifivcaftl^. to Mr. 
Kwnr, tscpi. 12, 1737 J iudcring, -'ij 

Copy of a Louar U<m the ^vard of T^^ the D^ljo 
oENtatcaftlc; Aug. Jl, '7375 incloftiig. 

Extra d of a Letter £rojn Gorernoi' Matthew to *^c Bqo^/^ 
of Trade, J one 14, 17 57. 

Extnft of a Letter froso Govern^or M|>jttWw t<? ^ Sccre* 
&fy o£thc Bo»rd of Trudf, July i^^ Mil * ^**<^*''g' 

Copy of the AfSdavit of John Harris knior ufeta b«£3«»i 
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Extract of a. Letter from ihe Duke of Newciflle to Mi*, 
Kecnc, Oft. 5^, 1737 » iticloftng, 

Extradl of a LettcF from the Prcfidcnt of the Ooancil 
at Jamaica to the Duke of Newcaftle, July ijth 1737; 
indoiingf 

Copy of the Depofition of John Curtis, Commander of* 
the Ship St, James of Briftol, and of the Boatfwain and 
Sailors belonging to the laid Ship. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of New- 
eaftle, Madrid, Oet. N.S. 3. O, S. 14. 17^7 1 indofing, 

Copy of a Ijetter from Mr. Keene to Monf. de la Quadra, 
SepL z9, O, S. Oa, 10. N. S. 1737, and 
Tranflation. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr, Keene to Monf. de la Qua- 
dra, St Ildefonfo, Sept. 28, O. S. Oft. 9, N. S, 1737, and 
Tranflation. 

Copy of a. Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of New- 
caftle, Madrid, Oft. 10, O, S. N. S, 21, 1737 j indofing. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to theMarqulfs de Mar, 
Oet, 6, O S. 17, N. S, 1737, and 
TranilatJon. 

Copy of a Memorilil (bating the Cafe of the three Ships, 
ehe Rcftitution of which Mr. Keene demanded by his Officer* 
of Sept. 28, 29, OS, Oa. 9, & 10, N. S. 1757, and 
Tranflation, 

Copy of a Letter from the Duka df Newcaftle to Mr. 
Keene, Nov, 4th 1737, indofing. 

Copy of a Petition of the Merchants and Planters, in be- 
half of themfe!ves and others, trading to and interefled in the 
Britiih Colonies in America. 

Draught of a Memorial to be prefented by Mr. Keene to 
the King of Spa in J and 
Tranflation. 

Copy of a fhort Slate of the Capture of the Ship St. James, 
with the Proofs annexed, taken iz May 1737- 

Copy of a fliort State of the Capture of the Ship Prince 
William, with the Proofs annexed, taken the Z4th ofMardi 
1736-7. 

Copy of a fhort State of the Capture of the George Brigan- 
tine, with the Proofs annexed, taken the ztftof May 1737* 
Copy of a fliort State of the Capture of two Britifh Ships i 
iH, The Loyal Chirles; 2d, The Difpatch, taken in July or 
Augoft , 1737, withtheProofs annexed . 

Copy ot a lliort State of the boarding and plundering, ift. 
The Snow Neprunes 2d, the Prince William j ^dly, A 
New-England Brigantine i on the lathof July 173 7jwith the 
Pnjofs annexed. 

Copy Qf a (hort State of the Attack of the Sloop Cafar 
July I ft,, 1 7 "^ **, with the Proofs annexed. 

Copy 
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Copy of a iliort State of the boarding and plandering the *^* " c«- n* 
Ship Sea^Horfe, WillJara Griffith Mdter, on the i8th or , ''*^"*^ 
19th of Aiigufl i 737, with the Proofs annexed. 

Copy of a ftiort State of the Capture* of the BrlgantlneTwo 
Sifters, Brigantine HopevKell, and two othcj Ships, Part of 
thcSaJt Fleet, taken 14 March 1733-3, with the Proofa 
annexed. 

Copy of a fhort State of the Captures of the fix following 
Ships^ the Sloop Endeavour, the Bermuda Sloop, the Sloop 
of Anguilla, a Sloop of Antigua, a Sloop of St Chriiiopher^s, 
the Friend's Adventure, all uken in February 1734-5 • ^^^ 
of three more Ships, which were attacked at the fame Time, 
but escaped, with the Prooft annexed. 

Copy of a fhort State of the Captures of the Sloop Thomas 
and the Prince William j Sbop Thomss taken 28 March 
1734; Sloop Prince William taken 9th S^terober 1731, 
with Proofs annexed. 

Copy of a fhort State of the Ship Richmond, taken Apiil 
14th, 1730, with the Proofs annexed. 

Copy of a ftiort State of the Capture of the Ship Pheafant, 
takenjanuaiyij, 1728-9. 

Copy of the Petition of Edmund Sanders, Henry Tongue^ 
and Richard Farr, of Briftol, Merchants, in behalf of them- 
fdves, Henry Lloyd, deceafed, the Infurers, M after, and 
Mariners of the Ship Kobert Galieyj taken liMay 1729. 

Copy of the Affidavit of James Wimble concerning his Lof- 
fes by the Spaniards^ Odober 14, 1737- 

Copy of the Affidavit of Murray Crymble, OSobe/ 31, 
1737, 

Tranflation of & Letter from the Governor of PorJo Rico 
to General Matthews, Governor of the Leeward- lilands, 
Sept. 4, OS 15, N. S. 1754. 

Bxtra^ of a Letter from Mr. Keenc to the Duke of New- 
caftle, Efcurlal, Oft. 17.O. S, 28, N-S. 1737, indoiingt 

Copy of a Letter from Monf. de !a Quadra to Mr. Keecc, 
Oft. 9. O. S. 20,- N, S. 1737, and 
Tranflation. 

Copy of a Letter from Moisf d< la Quadra to Mr,Kcent, 
Oa.9, O.S. £o, N.S. 1737, and 
Tranflation- 

Extiaft of a Letter from Mr. Ke<nc to the Duke of New 
caftle. Efcurial, Oa. 24, O, 5. Nov. 4, N» S. 1737 ; 
indofiogf 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to Monf.de la Qjjadrff 
Oa. 19, O. S. 30, N. 3. 1 7 37, and 
Tranflation, 

EjEtraftofa Letter from Mr Keenc to the Duke of Ncw- 
Cime.EfcumljOar 31,0 s. Nov. 1 1, N, S, J737 ; indofing, 

Vot.v. y Cop/ 
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Copy of a Letterfrom Mr. Secne to Monf de la Quadra, 
Oa. 23. O.S. Nov. 8, N-S. 1737* and 

Tran flit ion, 
' Extraa of a Letter from the I>uke of Newcaftle to Mr. 
KeenCj Nov. 24, 1737. 

Extrad of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of Ntw- 
caJtle, Efcurial, Nov. y, O. 3, 18, N, S. 1737. 

Extrad of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of New^ 
caftle, Efcurial, Nov. 14,0.8.25, N.S. 1757. 

Extraft of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of New- 
caille. Madrid, Nov. 21, O. S. Dec. 2, N. S. 17371 ^^' 
clofing. 

Copy of a letter fjom Mr. Keene to Monf. de la Quadra, 
Nov. 19. O. S. 30, N. S. 1737, and 
Tranflation. 

Cop7 of a Letter from Monf. de la Qaadra, Nov. ig,0. S. 
30, N.S. 1737, and 
Traniladon. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of 
Newcaftk, Madrid, Dec 2, O. S, 13, N.S, 17571 in- 
clofingi' 

Copy of a Memorial accompanying the Proofs and Docu- 
ments pL-efented to Monf. de la C^adra, relating to the 
Depredations in America, Nov. 29, O.S.Dec. 10, N.S. 
1737, and 

Tranflation. 

Copy of a Letter from Monf de la Qaadra to Mr, Keene, 
Nov. Z2, O. S. Dec, 3, N.S, 1737, and 
Tranflation. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to Monf, de la Quadra, 
Nov. 26, O. S. Dec. 7, N. S. 1737, and 
Trandadon. 

Copy of a Letter from Monf, de la Quadra to Mr. Keene, 
Nov, 29, O. S. Dec, 19, N, S. 1737, and 
Tranflation. 

Extrad of a Letter from the Duke of Newcaftlo, to Mr^ 
Keene, Dec 10, 1737. 

Extraft of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of New- 
caftle, Madrid, Dec. 12, O. S. 23, O. S, 1737} inclofmg, 

Copy of a Letter f.oni Monf. de !a Quadra to Mr, Koenc, 
Dec. S, O. S. 19, N.S. 1737, and 
Translation. 

Extraa of a Letter from the Duke of Newcaaie to Mr. 
Kceiw, jaa. 7, ly^y-B. 
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f Copy of a Letter from " the Marquis de Torre A'fl"* 
; Nucva to the Governor and Captian General of the 
Ifland of Cuba and City of the Haviinaa, Decern. 7, 
O. S. iS, N-S. 1737, and 
Tranflation j inclofing, 
Copy of the Declaration Jigned by the Britifk and 
Spanife Minifters Jan, iS, O. S. Feb. 8, RS.i73i-^ 
and 

Tranflation* 
Copy of a Letter from the Marquis de Torre 
Nueva to the Governor of Porto Rico, Decern. 7, 
O. S. 18. N. S. 1737, and 
Tranflation. 
Copy of the King of Spain's Ceduk for the Refti- 
tution of the St. James, John Curtis M after, dircftwi 
to the Governor of Porto Rico, Decern. 9, O. S. 20, 
J N. S. 1737, and 
Tranflation, 
Extraa of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of New- 
caftle. Decern. 26, O. S. Jan. 6. N. S. 1737-8. 

Extraft of a Letter from the Duke of Ncwcaftle to Mr 
Keene, Jan. 26, 1737-8. 

Extraa of a Letter from Mr, Keene to the Duke of New- 
caftle, Jan. 9, O S, 20. N. S, 1737-8. 

Copy of a Lettei* from the Duke of Ncwcaflic, to Mr. 
Keencj Feb. 2, 1737-8 ; inclofing. 

Copy of Captain W^y's Letter loMeflletirs Drake, Pennant 
and Long, Havanna, Aug, 14, O. S. 2(S, N.S. 175,7. 

Extrad of a Letter from Mr. iCeene to the Duke of N»w- 
caftJe, Madrid. Jan. 16, O. S. 27, N. 5.1737^8. 

Copy of a Memorial of the Merchants intcrefted in and 
trading to His Maje(ly''s Colonies and Plantations in America, 
received Feb. 9, 1737-8. 

Extrafi of a Letter from Mr, Keene to the Duke of Ncw- 
caftle, Madrid, Jan 23, O. S, Feb. 5, N. S. i7?7-8. 

Extract of a Letter from Cbnful Caley to the Duke of New 
caftle, Cadiz, Jan. 17, O. S. 18, N. S;i737-8. 

Copy of a Letter from Captain Philip^— to Fetcr De la 
Mont, in London, dated Aug. n, 1737. 

Extraft of a Letter from the Duke of Newrcaftle to Mr, 
Keene, Mar. 2d, & 3d, 1737-8 ; inclofing. 

Copy of a Letter from Francis Mufgrave, Jan. ssd, 1737*8. 
Copy of a Letter from John Peutron to Mr, John Lucas. 
Cadiz, Feb, lit, 1737-8. 

Copy of a Letter from Luke Jefferfon, Cadiz, Feb. 6t]i, 

Extra6): of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of Ncw- 
Caftle, Feb. 12, O. S. a J, N. S. inclofing 
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Copy of Letter from Mr. Keene tx> Mont dekQnadra, 
Feb. 7, O, 9. 1 8, N. S, 1737-8, and 
Tranflatlon. 

Copy of a Letter from KecBe to the Duke of Newcaftle, 
Feb. 2o, O. S, Mar. 3, N. S, 1737-8 j indofmg. 

Copy of a Letter fromM.de la Quadra, Feb. 17. O.S. 
zB. N. S. 1 737-8 i and 
Tranflanon. 

Ordered, That the faid Papers do lie upon Table, to be 
perufed by the Members of the Houfe. 

March 1 6 A Petition of Bryan Blundel, Henry Trafford, Ed- 
ward Trsffbrd, John Hughe»,and James Bromfield, Merchants, 
on behalf ofthemfelves, and Captain William Benfon now at 
Sea, Owners of the Mary Snow of Liverpoole, Burthen 
Ninety Tons, whereof the faid William Benlon was Comman- 
der, was prefentcd to the Houfe, and readi fetting forth, that 
on the Stb of O^ober 1730, (which was about two Years 
after the Pacification between the Crovvru of Great- Britain 
and Spain was a ft ualiy agreed upon, and likcwife notified 
to their refpeftive Governinients in the Weit-Intjiei) the faid 
Ship, as ihe was proceeding on her Voyage with Pro vifion* 
and other Merchandize on Board, from Cork to Jamaica, was 
taken, Twenty Leagues diftant from any of the Spanifh Do- 
minions in the Weft- Fndies, by a Spanifh Gaarda la Coila, 
contrary, as the Petitioners prefume, to the Laws of Nations, 
and the Treaties fubfilling between the two Crowns i and 
and that the faid Captain Benfon a^d his Ship's Crew 
being flript of the faid Ship and Cargo, to the Value 
of 5748/. i3f. 6d. Jamaica Money, and alfo of one 
Copper Still, and Three Boxes of Medicines, which coil 
36/. 14/. II J. Sterling Money, befides latereft thereof for 
tipwards of feven Year.s the faid Captain Benibn and hia 
Ship's Grew were turned into tliclr Longboat, and left to 
the Mercy of the Waves to fhift for theinielves, and the faid 
Ship and Cargo were carried into Porto Rico ; and that 
the faid William Benfon foon after landing at Si. Chrif- 
tophet's, went thence immediately to Jaimaca, and ih behalf 
of hijmfclf and the Petilitioners, applied to Admiral Stewart, 
who was then Commander in chief of His Majefty^ Ships 
of War then ilationed there, for Relief, who fent -hia 
Majedy'a Ship the Experiment, Captain Henry Reddifh Com- 
mander, with the faid WiUiam Benfon on Board, to Porto 
Rico, in order to demand the Reflitution of the faid Ship 
and Cargo; and that accordingly the faid Captain Reddifti, 
upon his Arrival there, fent a Letter, dated the 5 1 ft of 
January 17 jo, O. S. unto the Governor of Porto Rico, 
demanding Reftimtion of the faid Ship and Cargo, and fetting 
forth the Illeg.ility of the faid Capture ; and that the faid 
Governor gave an immediate, though evaiive, Anfwer to the 
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ne; whereupon tbe faidCaptain Rcddiih wrote snothcrLetter, 
'dated the ift of February 1 730, O. S. in much ilronger Terms, 
and therein inclofed the Copy of the declaratory Sentence of the 
J udge of hisMaje fty 's V ice- Ad mi rd ty Court of Ja maka^re latin g 
to the Capture of the iiid Ship and Cargo; and referring to a 
Copy of fuch Letters and declaratory Sentence annexed to 
the (aid Petition j and farther fetting forth, that notwith- 
flanding the faid William Benfon had the Mortification to 
f« the 4id Ship at Pofto Rico afore faid, and was ready to 
prove the Capture illegaJj and although the faid Captain 
Keddiih made fuch Demand, as afore men lioRcd, yet the 
Petitioners or the faid William Benfon could never regaia 
the faid Ship or (ii*go, or any Part thereof, or procure any 
Manner of Satisfadion for the Cunci and ferther fetttng 
forth, that afterwards, vi^. the fame Year 1 7 50, the Pe- 
titioners made Application to this Hotife, in order to be re- 
drefTcd in the Premifles, and the Mate and Carpenter of the 
iaid Ship were examined at the Ru of this Houfej and there- 
upon ieveral Papers were produced, and as they have been in^ 
formed, left in the Cuftody of this Houfe, fully proving th« 
Illegality of the faid Capture ; but although his Majcity was 
thereupon graciouily pleafed to ufe hisRoyal Endeavours to pro- 
care Satwfadion at the Court of Spain for the Petitioner* 
great Lofi, yet the fame have hitherto proved altogether in- 
effe£iua] ; and that the Petitioners, obfen'^ing tliat there have 
been fcveral Petitions of tlie like Nature prefented to this 
Houfe, thought it not improper to crave again the Aid 
and Ailiilance of the Houfe, in this unfortunate Affair ; and 
thenefore praying, that this Houfe would be pleafed to take 
tbe PremiJTcs into farther Con£deration, and grant fuch 
Relief therein, as to the Houfe (hall feem meet. 

* And the Copy of the Letters and declaratory Sentence 
referred to in the faid Petition, and annexed to the fame, 
being read : 

Ordered, That the faid Petition be referred to tlieCbn^ tlid^i^Vf^itrt 
fideration of the CoronQittce of the whole Houfe, to whom. 
the Petition of divers Merchants, Planters, and others, 
trading to and interefted m the Bririfti Plantations in America, 
on behalf of themfelve* and many others, is referred. 

Sir Charles Wager prefented to the Houfe (purfuant to their J^^iJSJ '*" 
Addrefstohis Majefty Copy of a Letter from Captain Dent, 
Commander in chief of his Majefty 's ^ipa at- Jaimaca, dated 
the loth December i73;» to Mr, Burchetti inclo£ng the 

Tranilation of a Letter from the Governor of Cuba, 
dated the 14 th of December 1735* to Captain Durett of 
a Guarda Colla t and alfo. 

Copy of an Order to Captain Dent, Commander in Chief 
of his Majctly's Ships at Jajoaica* dated the 26th of March 
1 7 36 i and alfo, £ xtrad 
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ptain Dent, Comir*anc!CT 
Jamaica, dated the 2id of 



ftrfen-rd to tb« 
Camoiittei:, 



Ejftrafi of a Letter from C 
chief of his Majeft/s Ships at 
November, 1756 j and alfo. 

Copy of a Letter from the Secretar)' of the South-Sea 
Company to Mr, Burchett, dated the 1 6th of pecember, 
1 736 1 indofing, 

Extras of a Letter from the Soath-S«a Company's Fac- 
tors at Carthagena, dated the z-^d of July 1 73(f > and tlib. 

An Account of the Murder of Captain Thomas Wek 
from an Iiihabit:int of Sanda Martha; together with a Sche- 
dule of the faid Papers. 

And the faid Schedule was read. 

Ordered, That the fald Papers be referred to the Confi- 
deration of the Committee of the whole Houfe, to whom 
the Petition of diveYs Merchants, Planters, andothers, trad- 
ing to and interefl(?d in the Bcitifh Plantations in America, 
on behalf of themfelves and many others, is referred. 
^fTionortho A Petition of the Merchants in Gla^gow, trading to the 

Britilh Plantations in America, in behalf of themfclves and 
many others, was prefented to the Hoiiie, and read ; fetting 
forth, that the American Colonies (particularly the Weil- 
India Ifliinds] are the principal Mercat for the Manufafl tires 
of this Country, whereby maty Thoufands of his Majel^y '5 
Subjedbare employed and maintained; and that the Trade to 
thefc Parts has, for a Courfe of Years, been greatly obflrtfted 
by the Depredations of the Spaniards, who have in the open 
Seas violently attacked and boajded feveral Ships in the 
lawful Courfe of their Voyages, and unjuftly feized and 
made Pri7.e of them, with their EfFefts, to the great Lofs 
and Damage of the unhappy Sufferers, and the Difcouxage- 
ment of the Trade and Manufactures of that Part of the 
I A and j and reprdenting to the Houfe^ tliat, notwithflanding 
hts Majefty's moft gracious Interpofition, the Spaniards, fo 
far from repairing the former LoiTes, llill continue the fame 
Pra£itces^ and particularly lail Year have carried their Tnfulti 
to a greater Height than ever, by ftopping, plundering, and 
feizing feveral Ships belonging to his Majefly*s SubjeCTs, in- 
the deftined Courfe of their Voyages to and from the Britilh 
Colonies, condemning them, with their Loadings, amount- 
ing to a confiderable Value, and by treating cruelly and in- 
humanly the Captains or Matters of fome of tliefe Ships^ wjth 
their Crews, contrary to the Laws of Nationii,and in manifefV 
Violation of the Treaties fubfliting between the two Crowns; 
and that by thefe arbitrary Proceedings, the Trade and Na- 
vigation to and from America is rendered very tinfafe and 
precarious, infomuch chat the Infurance from [amaica is 
greatly tifen on thefe Accounts only, a Charge, which that 
Trade in its prefcnt low State is altogether unable to bear j 
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and ihat, Without a fpeedj' and effeftual Renif^y, the A- 
merican Trade and Navigation will be, together with the 
Hevemie arifmg tlierefrem, very much dim iTii Hied, if not 
intirely loft j and that any Nation^s afTuming the Power of 
rummaging and detaining Britifli Ships [at theif Plcafare) 
upon their lawful Voyages in the American Seas, is in Ef- 
fe£l+ a& the Petitioners apprehend, claiming and exefciftng 
the fole Sovereignty of thofe Seas, and ati high Indignity to 
the Honour of the BritJOt Nation ; and that the infijkjrg 
the Perfons, and plundering the Properties of his Majefty's 
Sohjeftsj as the Petitioners conceive, is and will be attended 
with Con fequences vety fatal lo Great-Britain j and there- 
fore praying the Houfe to conllder the Premifles, and to give 
fuch Remedy, as to the Honfe (haU feetio meet. 

Ordered, That the faid Petition be referred to the Confi- ^^^^'fj**** 
deration of the Committee of the whole Houfe* to whom the 
Petition of divers Merchants, Planters, and others, trading 
to and intercfted in the Britifh Plantatlona in America* on 
behalf of themfelves and many others, is referred. 

Mr. Comptroller reported to the Houfe» that their Addrefs Mi. drnptwiu* 
(that his Majefty would begraciouflypleafed toglveDiredions, 
to be laid before this Houl'e, a Copy of the Treaty between 
Great-Britain and Spain, for accommodating Difference?, 
preventing Depredations, and fettling a Peace in America 
concluded at Madrid, July S, 1670,) had been prefented to 
hij M^ijeily ; and that his Majeity had commanded him to 
acquaint thb Hoitfc, that he will give Direftioc^ accord- 
ingly. 

The Order of the Day being read, for the Houfe to re- "."^^^.^Jji^'Jl 
folve itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houle, to confidei ii*o»coainiiitK. 
©f the Petition of diven Merchants, Planters, and others, 
trading to and intereftcd in the Britith Plantations in Ameri- 
ca, in behalf of themfelves and many others; 

Ordered, That the fe vera 1 Papers, yefterd:iy prefented to g^s '«'' ^tf"* 
the Houfe, relating to the Spanifh Depredations upon the 
Britiflu Subjefls, be referred to the laid Committee. 

Ordered* That thfe Extra^ of the Treaty of Peace between 
Spain and the United Provinces of the Low-Countries, made 
at Munfter, 30 Jan. 1648, Aritcles 5 and 6, prefcnted to 
the Houfe the sad Day of February, 1726, be referred to 
the faid Committee, . 

^ Ordered, That the Tranflation of the faid Extratt, then 
likewife prefcnted to the Houfe^ be referr^ to the laid 
Committee. 

Ordered, That the feveral Papers, prefcnted to the Houfe 
the gth Dzy of this Injlant March, relating to Applications for 
ivariikc Stones from his Majeily'a Plantations 'm America, 
be rcrfcrrcdio the fiiid Committee. 
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AJCa/'fy^ 2T. "Mr. * Pelham of Lewes, from the CommiSlo- 
Iters for Trade and Plantations prefented to theHoufe, pur- 
fuant* to their Addrcfs to his Majefty, Copies of Papers re- 
ceived by the Lords Com mi flioners for Trade and Planta- 
CionSj relating to the Lofles fuftained by his Majelty's Sub- 
jefts, by Depredations committed by the Spaniards in Europe 
or America to MJdfuratner 17371 which, have qot already ' 
becnJaid before this Houfe, together with a Uflofthe faidj 
Pa,per3. 

And the faid Lifl was read, atid Isaes folio weth- 
1, Extract of a Letter from Mr, FitawilJiams, Governor*" 
of the Bahama Iflands, dated at New- Providence the zoth 
of Auguft 1735 ; indoiing, ^H 

Copy of a Depofition and Protcft, made by Samuel Law-^| 
ford, complaining of a Ship unjuftly feized by the Spaniards* 
' 2. Extrjwfl of a Letter from Mr, Matthews, Governor of 
the Leeward I/lands, dated at Antigua the 1 7th of January^M 
1636-7; inclofmg, - ^^ 

The Depofition of William Filher, relating to a Spanith 
Gaarde dc Coaft, or Privateer. 

3. Exira^ of a Letter from Mr Matthews, Governor of 
the Leeward Iflands, dated the 14th of June, 1737* relating 
to Depredations by the Spaniards on two EngliCh Ships. ^ 
Ordered, That the faid Papers be referred to the Con*J 
fideration of ihe Committee of the whole Houfe, to whojn'1 
the Petition of divers Merchants, Planters^ and others,'! 
trading to and intercfled in the BrJtiih Plantations in America, J 
in behalf of ihemfelves and many otherSp is referred. 

The Order of the Day l?eing read, for the Houfe to refolve] 
Itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe» to confidcr 
fertherofthe Petition of divers Merchanta, Planters, andtj 
others, trading to and interefted in the Britifh Plantations inf 
America, in behalfofthemfclves and many others; 

Ordered, Tha t the fever al Papers prefented to this Houfe 
the 15 th of Day of May ijl$t relating to his Ma]efly''sfJ 
Commiflarics in Spain, be referred to the faid Committee. 

Ordered, That the fcveral Papers prefented to this Houfe I 
the j^d Day of January, iy^s* ^^'^^ '^^ Commiffioneri| 
for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral oi Great-*' 
Britain, be referred to the faid Committee, 

Ordeted, That the feveral Papers prefented to this Houfe 
the 19th Day of February, 1735, relating to the Lofles fuC- 
tained by his Majefty*s Subfeds, by Depredations committed 
by the Spaniards in Europe or America, fince the 25th Day 
of March 1725, be referred to the faid Committee. 

Then the Honfe refolved itfelf into tiie faid Committee; 
and after fome Time fpent therein, Mr, Speaker refumed 
the Chair i and Mr, Alderman Perry reported from the 
* Oae of th( Lsrdi CmmSkntti t$ Ttadi tmd Flant4tkm, 
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Commtttee, that they had heard farther Evjifence toadtmg 
tti€ Matter referred to them ; and that he wtis (iireifted by 
the Cominittcc to move, that the/may hwfc leave to fittgsm, 

M«rcb li. Mr. Comprrolkr prefenieJ to the Houfe, pur Mr-Ompiriitrt, 
fttant to their Addrcis to hb Ma}eity» a Copy of the Ttt3.Vf 
between Great- Britain and Spain^ concluded at Madrid, 
July 8. O. S. i« N. S. 1670 i ami ^Mo^ 

A Tranflarion of the fa id Tieaty, 

And the Titles of the fitid Cftpj- and Trarrflstion w-^re read. 

Ordered, That the faid Copy and Tranflation be i eferred 

toth« Committee of the whole H«tfle, to whom the Petnion 

[ of div«rs Merchants, Planters, and oshfcr,*, trading to ami 

interelted in the Brkilh PlaHtaitons in Americs, m behalf 

of tlieinfelves and many others, is referfcd, 

Refolved, ^Fhat an humbJe Addrefs be prefented to hk RrfhintiBo fw 
Mijelly, that he will be gr.kcioufly pleafcd to give Direftlons 
to be laid before thia Houfe» Copies or Extrafts of ftch Re- 
I prefcncatiou or Reprefcntaiions, which has or have been mad^ 
by the Council and Affembly of Jamaica, to the Commif- 
fioners for Trade and PbntalrovTs, rel-ating to the Carptoies of 
Englilh VcfTcls by the Spaniard* In the Bays of Honduras 
snti Campechy (incc the Year 1 7 ; 1. 

Order«i» That thcfaid Addrefa be prefenied to his Ma- 
jefty by fach Members of tiiis Houli, as are of his Majeily'a 
moft honoarable Privy Council. 

Msr<h 24. Mr. Comptroller feporied to the Honte, that ^r. Cflm*t«iie„ 
their Addrefs of Wedncidsy lajl (thif Im Majefty wcmld be 
gracioufly pleafed to give Diredions, to be laid before this 
Hooffe, Copies, cMf Extr*£b of the Repreftntatiof) tjt Repre- 
fentations therein mentioned) had been prefented to htj Ma« 
jelty, and ihat his Majclly had commanded him to acquaint 
the Houle, that h* will giv^e Direftioni accofdingiy. 

Mr. Comptroller alio, by his Mujefty'i Conwnand, 
prelented R) theHoufe, 

Copv of a Letter {mm Mr. Keene to the Duke of New- 
kittle, Madrid, Feb n, O, S. z%, N. S. i737->* : ntdofing. 

Copy of a Letter from M. de la Quadra to Mr, Keene, 
Pardo/ Feb 10, O. S. 21, N.S. 17}7*8, and 
Tranilafion, 

Copy of a Letter from the Ehike of Nevctill« to Mr. 
Keene, March 17, 1737-81 indofmg, ^ 

Draught of a Letter from Mr-Kecue to M.dc laQt^ra, aoi 
Trjnflation. 

Together with a Lifi of the faid Papers, 

And riie l^id Lilt was read. 

Ordered, Thai the Jaid Papers do He upcn? the Tsbte, to 
Ibe perded by the Memhera of the Houle. 
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4^0 II Geo. iL March 28.M r..*Rlchard Plumer, from the Coramiffioners 

Vtji"^"^N^ } ^'^^ Trade and Plantations, prefented to the Hoafe, purfuant 

Ur.RkhardPiumcr. to their Addrefs to his Majefly, Extrad: of an Addreis and 

Keprefentation of the Council of Jamaica to the King, dated 

at St. Jago de la Vega the 27th of November 1731 ; and 

alfo, 

Extrad of an Addreis and Reprefentation of the Aflembly 
of Jamaica to the King in November 1731. 
• And the Titles of the faid Extracts were read 
Ordered, That the iaid Extrads be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe, to whom the Petition of divers 
Merchants, Planters, and others trading to and interefied in 
the Britifh Plantations in America, in behalf of themfelves 
and many others, is referred. 

Mr. Comptroller prefented to the Houfe, purfuant to 
their Addrefs to his Majefty of the 10th Day of this Inftant 
March, Extradt of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of 
Newcaftlc, Cafa del Monte near Aranjuez, May 5, O. S. 
x6, R S. 173^; incloilng. 

Copy of a Letter from M. Patinhoto Mr. Keene, May i, 
O. S. 12, N. S. 1735; and, 
Tranflation. 
Copy of a Letter from Mr. Kccnc to the Duke of New- 
caftle, Madrid, March 24, O. S. April 4, N, S. 1735^ in- 
dofing. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to M. Patinho, April 
22, O. S. May 3, N. S. 1734, and 

Tranflation. 
. Copy of a Letter from M. Patinho to Mr. Keene, . April 
30» O. S. May 1 1, N. S. 1734, ^ j 

Tranflation. 
Extrad of a Letter from the Duke of Newcaftle to Mr. 
Keene, June i7, 1735, indofii^. 

Extract of a Letter from Governor Matthew to the Dake 

of Newcaftle, St. Chriftophers, March 22, 1734-5 » indofing. 

Copy of the Depofition of Captain Gordon, &c, March, 

.1735- 

Extraft of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of 
Newcaftle, Pellejeros, July 20,0. S. 31, K S. I735. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to M. Patinho, July, 
15,0. S. 26, N.S. 1735, and 
Tranflation. 
Extraft of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of New- 
caftle, Pdlejeros, July 28, O. S. Aug. 8, N. S. 1735 j in- 
dofing. 

Copy of a Letter from M. Patinho, to Mn Keene, July 
21, O. S. Aug. J, N. S. 1735, and . . 
Tranflation. 
• On9 of theCmmffmtrt fir X^^ic md fUmtatkiu, ... . 
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£x'cn£b of ft Letter from the Duke of Ncwcaftlg to Mr. 
Keeue, Jan. ij^ J 736-7 ; indofin^, 

Extraft of a Letter from the South-Sea Conipacy*3 Fac- 
tors atCartagcna, July 13, '73^^' 

An Accodotof the Murder otCaptaiJi Weir, &c.from an 
Inhabitant of S;mta Martha. 

Extra fl of a Letter frop Mr. Keene to the Duke of New- 
caUk, Madrid, Feb. 28,0. S. Mar^Ji ii,N, S. 1756 7 
indoftng, 

Copy of a Letter from Mr, Keene to M. dc k Quadra, 
Feb 35, 0,S. March 6, N. S, 17 36-7, and 
Tranfiaiion, 

Extrad of a Letter from tiic Duke of Nwcaftk to Mr* 
Keene» March 2 a, 1636-7! inciofing. 

Copy of the Affidavit ol William tiOier, Nov. 15, 1736, 

Extruflt of i Letter from Mr, Kceme to the Duke of New- 
caftle, Madrid, Apri! u.O-S. 22, N. S. 1737; inclofmg. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr Keene to M. dc la Quadra, 
April 6,0. S. 17. N,S. 1737. and 
Tranflation. 

Together with a Lift of the fa id Papert. 

And the TaidLlft was read- 

Ordered, That the faid Papers be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe, to whom the Petition of divcn- 
Merchants, Planters, ami othen, trading to and mtercfled in 
theBritiJk Plantations in America, in behalf of the mfdve* 
and many others, is rcferrtti. 

The other Order of the Day being read, for the Hodfe to 
refolve iifelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to con- 
dcr father df the Petition of divers Mtrrchant*, Planters and 
otherc, trading to and intereiled in the Britifh Plantations in 
America, in*behalf of themfelves fcnd many others ; 

Ordered, Thai the Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to 
the Duke ofNewoftle, Madrid, Feb- 12. O. S. 23; N, S. 
1757-8 J incloftng, ' . • 

Copy of a Letter from Monfteur^ela Qoaclraio Mr. Kcene^ 
Pardo, Feb. 10, O. S. 21, 1737 S, *nd 

TranHa^iion, be referred to the fai'd Coirmtttee. 

Ordered » cbat the Copy of a Let iter from the Duke of 
KcwciiUe to Mr. Keene» March 17, 1737-8 i indofieg, 

Draught ot a Letter from Mr. Keene 10 M«h0euar tie U 
Quiidra, and 

Tninflation, be referred to the iaidCommitte«^ 

Then t>€ Houfe refolved ItfeTf into the f-'.i n nd J^^'^^'^** * 

sfterJomeTimefpent therein, Mr. Speaker: lir; 

and Mr. AldermsLU Perry reported from the Ccimmittce, that 
they had further heard Evidence and Gjuivfcl upon and gone 
ihrough (lie Matters to them referred^ ar»d had come to a Re- 
folueion, which they had directed him to leportj and had a,1fb 
Z s &T^C)jb^ 
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dsroAed him to make 4 Motion to the Houfe* when the 

Iloute will pleafe to receive the fame. 

March joth, the Houfc fciblved krdf into a Con 
mittec of tlie whole Houfe^ to confider of the faid Reportji 
Wr.AlfUrtBitfitry. wlijch Mr. Aldenuajn Perry, (according to Order) made froiil4 
the Committee of the whole Houfe, to whom it was referr'dt 
to confidcr ©f the Petition of divcn Merchants^ Planters, and 
otiicrs, trading to and inureiled in the British Planca^tions in 
Amenca, in behalf of themfelvcb and many others. 

Mr. Aidcraiati Perry being in the Chair, fevcral Witnefles 
were examined to prove the Allegations of the Merchants Peti- 
tion. Mr- Murray the Counfel for the Merchants made a 
Sppp.ch at the Bart to fliew the Juftice of their Complaints, 
and ihey being d5re£led 10 withdraw, William Pi»ltcne/ Efqi 
rofe aod fpolte as follows i 

yk. PniieiMf. * Tiw; amassing Inflancet of Cruelty, Barbarity, and Injuf- 

I , tJpp, which we have heard proved at the Rtr of this Houfe, 

to have been cxercis'd by theSpanmrds upon his Majcrty'i Sub- 
jeftf, might jnftify mein leaking a Motion, for our enquiring in- 
to the Caufea of the Nation's having fuffVrcd fo often and, fa 
long, widKoiit having ever once iliewed a proper Refenirocnt : 
But as ftune Gentlemen might perhaps think, this would be 
carrying the Thing farther than it ought to be carried at pre- 
fpnti I iball kave thofe who are to blame, if there be ^x\y 
tiCh, to the Reproaches of their own Confcience, and proceed 
fo examine the feveral Sorts of InfuJtj and Injuries, that have 
been put upon the Nation ; Isecande f am fure, the leaft we can 
propofe to do upon thisOccaiion, is so vindicate and eftablifh, 
is far as catibe done by any Refolutions of this Houfet thofe 
|?.i^hts and Pririlcgcs» which the Spaniards have, either by 
their own Ralhnefs or our PiifUlaniniity, been encouraged lb 
ffcquendy, fp manifeftly, and fo contemptnoufly to violate. 

'But before I begin. Sir, I mull cbferve, that this is not th^ 
iirft Time our Merchants have applied to this Houfe for 
Hedreisi forthey applied twice before, but, I am forry to (^y it, 
ineffedlually, Upon each of their former- A ppdicatit^ns they 
reprefented to ib, how thpy jiad-bepn ravaged and plundered ; 
tnd as they, at each Timf," fully ppoved their Allegations, 
ihey ought then TO have met with Redrcfs : A full and im- 
jnediate Repgiration ought then ta have been peremptorily 
infixed on ; and upon its being refufed, or unrca ion ably de- 
layed, our Minifters ought iQ Mvfe advifed iiis Majeity to 
declare W»r : This, Sir,, they would have done, if they 
)tad not had a greater Regard for their own Eafc ajtid Secu- 
rity, ihuathey had for the Hc^our and IntcreA of the Na- 
^ioQ. 

• The 



* The Rtghts o? this Nation, Sir, upon which the Spa- 
tiafd« have already encroached, and which they now difpute, 
are in themfelvcs diftinfl i and though they come under fe- 
veral feparatie Heads, yet each of them is of Jlnportancc e- 
nough m have rouied any Miniftry, excepting our own, be- 
fore thi* Time, to a juft Refentment. The firft Right I 
Hull cake notice of. Is that which our Merchants and Sailors 
ttave, to iail with their Ships on any Part of the Seas of A- 
mcrica, provided they do not touch at *ny Place poffeflcd 
ty the Spaniardsj with a Defjgn to carry on a Trade or Traf* 
£ck with the Inhabitnnts. This is * Right, Sir, whidi » 
common to m with all oUier Nations i and therefore, by 
ftllowhig ourfelves to be diituibedin thf Enjoyment of fuch a 
ilight, we not only betray the Right of our own Subjeila, 
but we betray thote oi Mankind in general, A Nation may, 
when not feftrained by particular Treaties, forbid Foreigners 
tf> fail to, or traffick in, the Ports, Haven»» or Greek?, 
within their BomiuionSt bccaufe in thefc they may have att 
«blbiute Property ; but no Nation can have fuCh a Property in 
the open Seas, as may intitle them to interirupt the Ships o€ 
other Nations* in their Pailage to and froj upon thofe Seo^ 
about their lawful Bufvnefs. A Man's Ship is his Houfc, and 
it ifi by the Law of Nations a Trefpafc toenttr into it agiiinft 
his Will» unlefs he that enters has fome jDominion or Jurlf- 
fii^ion over him. Accordingly, the Spaniards have, ever 
fiDce they firfi got any Poitfijons in America, made it ui>- 
lawful for the SJiips of foreign Natioos.to fail to any of the 
Ports or Havens, or other Piaces poiTeifodby the Subjc£ls of 
tlie King of Spain, in ihatPartof the W^rid, in order 19 
ctrry onany Tradc.or Traffic k with the Inhabitants, ex- 
cepting when the Subjefls of a Nation at Peace with them 
were driven by^^refs of Weather, or Want of Proviifionc, or 
Purfuit of Pyrates into their Ports iDt Harbours ; but they ne^ 
ver could have, by the Law of Nations^ nor have they 
ever* till of late Ycar$j pretended to any J>oroinion or Jufif- 
diaion over the open Seas of America, nor to any Right or 
Title to enter into and fcarch the Ships .cf hireign Nations 
failing upon thofc Seas. They therefore am h^ive no Right 
^^ to interrupt, much lefs to fearch any Biitifh Ship, faibng 
^^m upon the open Sca$ of America, unle^ they iiave got it hf 
B" Ibme particular Treaty be-tween the two Crowns. 

■ * Thii, Sir, naturaby leads me to examine, whether by 
I any Treat)' now in Force, they haye acquired ajiy fuck 
I Right ; and to me it appears they have not. The Sth 4r- 

■ tick of tlie Treaty made in the Year 1670, which ii the 
I Foundation of all our fucceeding Stipulations with Spain, ic^ 
I latlng to the Amthcan Tiade, fays, * That the Subjanii of 
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•"J'^"^ * tlie two contrad:ing Parties fcrpeftively, fliall ' fwbeftr and 
' sblUin from Tailing Tt), and trafficking in, the Porta and 
Hairens, which have Fortifications, CaJlks, or Wart- 
*- houfes, or in other Places pofTelTed by the other Party '—^ 
Confequently the SiibjcA; of betti may lawfully, with re- 
gard to one nnother, fail t6» a«d trafSck in, every Porr, 
Hdireti, and other Kaizfl in Amcricti, not poflefTed by the 
other t and that both Subiefb may do this the more freely 
and fecurely^ it is, by the 1 5 th Article of the fame Treaty, 
expnefly rtipulate^,*- * That the Freedom of Navigation 

• otight, by no JVlat^nor of Means, \6 be interrupted^ when 

• there b aothing 'committed contrary to the true Senfe and 

• Meaning of that Treaty.* Which evidently fhev^/St that 

jio Briti(h Ship ought to be fo much as interrupted in her I^sl- 
▼igation by afiy SpMtiifti Ship, unlefs the is aftu ally found 
trufficking in fotne Places pofieflbd by the King of Spain. 
And this will be ftill more c^ridenc, jf we confidei the V>'h6lb 
«jf thi* 1 ^th Article ; for by the firfl: Part of it, it is deelareilj. 
'^i * I'hat that Treaty (hall no Way derogate from any 

• Prebeminence, Right, or Signiory, which either the one 

• or the other of the contrasting Parries, have in the Sea?, 

• Straights, or frefii Waters of America; and that they fhaH 

• have and retain the fame, in as fdU and ample a Manner^ 
' as of Right oiJghc tt> belong to them,'— Then *fol low thefe 
■/Words I * Be it however underftood, th:it the Freedom of 

• Navigstion-ought, by 110 Manner of Mean?, to be int*i^ 

• rupted, when thL're b no thing committed contrary to the 

• true Senfe iind Meaning of thts Treaty.' — From hence we 
way fee, that the kft Part of this Artick jjs by Way of Ek- 
Cf prion to the firft; and that though each Party is to contj* 
ftoe to enjoy every Prebemitience, Right, and Signiory, he 
before held, yet neither Party is to make ufc of any fuch 
Frcheminence, Right, or Signiory, fo as to ioterropt the 

. Freedom of Nivjgation, when nothing has been committed 
toawity to thetmc Settle and Meaning of the Sth Article b&- 
fore-tnentkmed. 

* From what t bare ikid, Sir, k la evident, our SubjeS^ 
hiTe fuch a Right as 1 h^ve nacnciooed ; and therefore my 
firft Motion (hall b=, that it is the Opinion of this Com- 
mittee, that it i^ the natural and undoubted Right of Britifh 
Sutgc&s, to i^il with their Ships on any Part of the Seas of 
America, to and frtun any Part of his Majefly's Dominions ; 
a™l that the feizing and Gonfi,feating fuch i^hips, as are 
not failing and trnmcking in the Havens and Ports which 
ii^e FordBcations,. Callles, Magazines, or Warekoufes, 
or in other Places poitcffed by the Subjects of the King ftf 
Spain J h, contrary to Equity aJod juilkc, and a manifeil Vio- 
iatirni of the Treaties fubfilling between the two Crowns. 

* But 
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* But, Sir, ^s It would not, perhaps, be thou^t fair to *""*", JJ" 
^e£re a Queftion upon this Motion, without having previoqfly 
given ygu Notice of all the following Propofitions or Motions, 
I intend to make upon this Occafion, I fhall ftate and otplain 
every one of theni regularly, in theCotirfe I am to make 
them, before 1 defire your Opinion upon thePropofuion I 
have DOW made, for this Purpofe I mail: acquaint you^ 
that the next Ri?ht, which I think now oaght to be eftahli- 
flicd by a Rclbfution of this Houfe, isj that which the 
Subjects of Great' Britain have, to carry in their Ships all 
Sorts of Goods, MerehandiSie, or Efftdls, from one Part of 
liifi Majelly's Dominions to any other Part of his Majefty'a 
toominions, I'his Right, Sir, is likewife a Right, which 
|l(Vc enjoy in comtnoo with all other Nations ; for the Sub- 
'jeOs of every State have a Right co carry in their Ships 
whatever Goods they plcafe, from one Part of their Bo- 
minions to another, nnlefa the Tranfporting of fuch Good* 
be prohibited by a Law amongil themfelvcs. In t!iis Cafe 
it Is ridiculous to talk of Good* made contraband by the 
I-.aws of any other Nation; becaufe no Nation has a Right 
to prohibit the Subjects of any other independent Nation, 
to tranfport any Sort of Goods ft;om one P^rt of their own 
Dominions to another. The Spaniards may as well pretend 
that we fliall not tranfport Gold or Silver, or Logwood, 
from Briflol to London, as to fjy, that we fliall not tranfport 
any fuchCommodiiy from Jamaica to London j and ihey 
might aa well fend their GuardaCofta's into the Britifh Chan- 
nel, to fearch our Ships in their PafTige from Brlllol to 
London, and to feize tliem, if any fuch Goods fhoiild be 
found on board, as to fend Guarda Cbfla*s to fearch our 
Ships on tlieir Pnfljgc from Jamaica, or any other of our 
Dominions in AnKrsca, to London, and to feize them, in 
Cafe of their finding any fuch Goods on board. Indeed, 
as Uforpations are Things of a quick Growth, and exrremely 
fertile, if we continue iu our prefent Lethargy but a few 
Years longer, I do not know bat I may hear, that the 
Mouth of the Thames is bcfec with Spatitfh Guarda Cofta'a, 
in order to feize all Britiih Ships, lailing in or outj that fliaU 
be found to have on board what they may pleafe to catl contra- 
band Goods: Nay, I do not know but this might have hap- 
ficncd already, if it had not been for our Neighbours the 
DutcK who, I believe, draw moft of our Spanilh Gold and 
Silvei away from us ; and thcpeforc would not tamely allow 
a Trade, even of ouxs, to be interrupted, by which they 
are fb great Gainers. 

* Contraband Trade, Sir, is a Trade that never can take 
Place but hi Time of War. To talk of a contraband Trade 
in Time of Peace, ii ridiculous, bccaufe all Trcaiiea, not 

only 



( r86 ) 

'^ifj^' "• only betwixt the Spaniards and us, but betwflrt us and any 
other Nation, define contraband Goods to be Amu and Pto> 
Tifion carrying to an Enemy. Thefe Goods are fpedfied in 
fhe Treaties, and it is ex|vvfly declared that ^efe, and no 
other,{halI be deemed contraband. The Trade therefore in Dif- 
pute betwixt as and Spain is properly a prohibited Trade, and 
Aere is no manner of Donbt that any Nation notreftrained by 
particular Treaties, may make a Law for prohibiting the lai" 
portation or Exportation of any particular Sort of Goods 
they pleafe, into or from their own Dominions. Of thefe 
Foreigners who trade with them are obliged to take Notice; 
and may be puniihed, if they trangreis the Laws of the 
Country with which they trade : But Foreigners who have no 
Defign to carry on any Trade in that Country, nor to touch 
It any of its Ports, hare no Occafion to take the lealt Notice 
of what Goods are prohibited in that Country ; nor can they 
be puniihed, tho* they fail, in the open Seas, along the 
Coafts of that Country, with fuch Goods on board j for it 
ia the Law of a particular Country alone that makes Gcfodi 
prohibited ; and where the Laws of that Country have n<^ 
Force, the Goods cannot be fnppofed to be prdiibited. 

• Now, Sir, with regard to Britifh Ships, trading to or fifom 
any Port in Old Spain, they mav have prohibited Goods- on 
board, and may, in a proper Manner, be fearched by any 
Spanifii Officer, properly commiifioned for that Porpofe; but 
with regard to any Britifh Ship trading; to or from any Pbrt 
in New Spain, or in any of the Spaniih Dominions in A- 
merica, it is ridiculous to fay Ihe can have any particular 
Sort of prohibited Goods on board, and confequently all 
the Goods on board, of whatever kind, muft bie fe, and 
Ship and Cargo may be feized and made Prize of: Nay, if 
fte had not one Shilling's Worth of any Sort of Goods on 
board, the Ship may be feized and made Prize of; but in 
either Cafe, fhe is not feized for having contraband Goods on 
board, but for having bten eneaeed in an unlawful Trade. 

* This, Sir, is the State of the Cafe with rcfoeft to pro- 
hibited Goods ; and if we examine the two fundamental 
Treaties between Spainand us, I mean the Treaties of 1667 
and 1 670, we fhall find them exaflly agreeable to the Cafe 
ds I have flatcd it. In the Treaty of 1067, which regulates 
the Trade between Britain and Spain in general, there is 
Mention made of prohibited Goods ; but every one may 
fee, that wherever there is any Mention made of the Word 
Prohibited, it relates to the Trade between Britain and Old 
Spain ; and with refpeft to that Trade, it is determined by 
that Treaty, what Sort of Goods fhall be deemed prohibited ; 
and a Method is particularly prefcribed, which the Spaniards 
are obliged to obfenre, when they vifit Britifh Ships, bound 
to or from any of the Ports of Old Spain, in fcarch of pro- 
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Mbited Goods. Whereas in the Treaty of 1670, which *^ " ^; 
wajs made cxvrtily for regulating our mutuiil Affairs in A- * 

cierica, t(te Word Contraband is not fo much as once men- 
tioned in the whole Treaty ; and the Reafon is very plain; 
for where there k no Trade, there can be no fuch Thing as 
proiiibited Goods j and as all Trade in that Part of the 
World, between the Subjccl^ of the two contrafttng Parties, 
was by that very Tre^^ly cxprcfly forbid, therefore it would 
,iuvc been abford to have made any particular Regulations 
ith regard to the Species of Goods, in which theij Trade 
'ijpas to bw carried on. 

* J know, Sir, the Spaniards pretend, that thofe Goods 
hich they rlcliculouny clU contraband, are Goods which 
.n be had no where but in their Plantations in America ; and 

that therefore, if any fuch Goods bt? found on board any of 
Qjr Ships in thofe Seas, it is a certain Proof that fueh Shipa 
have been carrying on an nnlauful Trade on their Coalls in 
that Part of the World: Bat I like wife know, Sir, that this 
Fai\ is (aJle, There are no Goods that can be found In 
the Spanifh Settlements, but what may be found, and 
may be pnrchafed, in our own Settlements ; even Spa- 
nifh Fiflolcs and Pieces of Etghi may be found in our Set- 
tlemtjits, without any of our Subjcditi having been engaged in 
an unlawful Trade with their Settlcmenij j becaufc, bcfidea 
the lawful Trade now carried on between our South-^a Com- 
pany and their Settlements, the SpaniOi Governort themfelves 
often fend to ciur Settlements for Proyifiotis ; ihefe Provifions 
they purchafe cither with the current Coin of Spain,or with the 
Goods of the Produce of their Settlements in America; nay, I 
am told, Sir that it wou'd be found impoffibic for the Spaiuih 
Settlements to fubfift/or want of the Neoeffarie^Gf Lite, were 
they not fupply^d by our Plantations in this Manner. Thcfc 
Goods.or ihisMoncy, being thus lawfully brought to our Settle- 
ments fiirely our Ships may take them on boards and may bring 
them to Britriin, without having ever been engaged in 
ikti unlawful Trade with the Spanifli Settlements m A- 
merica. 

* But fuppofing. Sir, thalfome Spaniflt Gold or Silver, ei- 
ther Barry, or in Piftoles and Pitce? of Eight, or a Parcel of 
Goods of the Growth of the Spanilh Settlements in America, 
bad been originally brought from thence by means of an un- 
lawful Trade i fuppote fuch a I'hing could be ful- 
ly proved, which I think is impoffible ; yet if thofc 
F.ffcd'j be once landed in any of our Scttlcmenta^ and there 
fold to a fair Purchafer, and by htm put on board a Ship, in 
order to be carried to anv other Port in the Britilh Dominions, 
I inftA upon tt^ that the Sp;iniards have no Right to fearch 
that Sliitv and wuch 1c6 to fciw and make Prisw of her, or 
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•»»• "^- "• of any Part of licr Cargo ; for nothing can intitle them td 
\^y^'y\^ feize, and make Prize of a Britiih Ship, but her -being aftually 
found traffickii^ in the Ports, Havens, or Places poiTefled by 
the.Subjed:s of the King of Spain in America. Surely, Sir, 
an illicit Trade with the Spaniih Settlements in America, 
does not fix fuch a Vitium reale upon the Goods fo brought 
from thence, that they may be fcized or reclaimed by the 
Spaniards, wherever, and whenever, they can afterwards 
find them ; and that notwithflandii^ their having been ibU 
to a fair Purchafer in an open Market. This would be al- 
lowing the Spaniards a greater Privilege with refpeft to 
Goods puichafed from them at an equitable Price, though 
by means of an illicit Trade, than is ufually allowed to an 
Owner of ftolen Goods by any Law in the World. It is % 
Priviledge which was never granted them by any Nation ; 
and if %ve fliould through Fear of a War make them fuch a 
Gonceflion, I Ihould expert that they would foon pretend to 
come andfearcfa our Bank, and all our Goldfmiths and other 
Shops in London, in order to feize and carry offa)] the Spa- 
nifli Gold and Silver they found ; for if they can, by the 
Means they have ufed, but once obtain one unjufl Gonceflion, 
no Man can tell how far they may afterwards go, or where 
their Compaffion towards us may induce them to flop. 

• Upon this Point, Sir, I have been the more particular, 
becaufe I think the Spanifh Minifters, and our Minifters to- 
gether, have by their Memorials quite confounded it. By 
confounding the Treaty of 1667, with that of 1676, the 
Spanifh Miniflers have infilled, and ours feem to have admit- 
ted, that there may be fuch a Thing as contraband Goods on 
board Britifh Ships, failing in the Seas of America; which I 
have fhewn tojse impoffible : With refpeA to our South-Sea 
Company V Ships, they may I admit carry on a i4t>hibited 
Trade, becaufe they are by Treaty allow'd to have a Trade 
under certain Reftriflions with the Spanifh Weft-Indies ; bat 
no other Ship of ours being by Treaty allowM to have any 
Trade with them ; they never can fall under the Intention 
of the Treaties made to regulate the South-Sea Trade: 
Therefore, I am furprized to find, that our Minifters allowed 
the Word Contraband to be brought into the Difpute ; at leaft I 
am furprized, that upon its being firft mentioned, they did not 
explain the Point much more clearly than I find they haVe 
done in any of their Memorials; for this feems to be the 
principal Point in Difpute between us, and ought therefore 
to have been explained in the moft clear and fuccind Man- 
ner. 

* As this has not, in my Opinion, yet been done, and as it is 
% Matter of great Importance, I think. Sir, it ought to be 
done by this Heufe j and for tUs Purpofe, the next Motiob 
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* ft all makf, fiiall be for thisCommitteef to refoh'C that it ia 
the ijulifputable Right of the SubjcSs of Great Britain, to carry 
la their Ships all Sorts of Goods, Merchandize, or Effedls, 
from one Part of the Britifh Domimons, to any other Fart of 
the Britilh Pominions ;and that no Goods* Merchandize^ or 
Effe^its fo carried pare by the Law of Nations, or any otherTrea* 
ty tubfil^ing between the two Crovvn?,to bedccmed or taken as 
contraband Qoods, and that the Jearching of fuch Ships on 
the open Seas, under Pretence of finding contraband Goods, 
is highly injurious to the Trade of this Kingdom ; a Viola- 
tion gf the Law of Nations, and an Infra<^ion of the Treaties 
fubfiillng between the two Crowns. 

* I muft now take Notice, Sir, of the Right which the Snb- 
jefts of Great Britain have to PoflelTions in the Province of 
Jucatan, and to cut Logwood in the Bay of Campechey. 
ThLs is a Right peculiar to this Nation ; but it is a Right 
which tb^ Spaniards cannot:^ with the leali Shadow of Reaibn, 
controvert,, becaufc we were in PofTeflion of Land^ in that 
Province, and were in Ufe to cut Logwood wherever we 
plwafed in that Bay, long before, and at the Time of ihe Trea- 
ty of 1670 i and fince by the 7th Article of that Treaty it is 
ejtpfefly ftipnlated, —— * That the King of Great Britain, 

* his Heirs and Succeffors, ih all have, hold, keep, andal- 

* ways poffcfs^ in full Right of Sovereignty, SJgniory, Pof- 

* feJTion, and Propriety, all the Landi, Countries, Iflands, 

* Colonies, and other Places, be they what they will, lying 

* and fituate in the Well-Indies, or in any Part of America, 

* which the faid King of Great Britain and his Subje^h now 

* hold and poiTefs i infomoch that they neither can nor 

* ought hereafter to be conteilcd or called into Qtfeftion, upon 

* any Account, or under any Pretence whatfoevcr i* 
Therefore it muft be granted, we have an nnconteilable Right 
to poflfeTs the fame Lands in that Province, and to cut Log- 
wood in that Bay ; unlefs it could be fhewn, that we have by 
foine Treaty finoe that Time given it tip But fo tar other- 
wife, that this Treaty, and this very Right, has been con- 
firmed by evtry Treaty, between the two Crowns, fitice that 
Tinae ; and by the firft Article of the Treaty of Commerce 
ftt Utrecht, this Right is not only confirmed, b«t farther ex- 
plained, by tlie Addition of thefe remarkable Word^ : , 

* Without Prejudice to any Liberty or Power, which tJie 

* Subje^i of Great Britain enjoyed, either through Right.Suf- 

* fcrancr, or Indulgence.' 

* But, Sir, to put this Matter beyond alt Difpute , I muft 
acquaint you, that as foon as the Spaniards began to contefl 
thii Right with us, which was very foon after the Treaty of 
Utrecht, notwithllanding the Wortls I have mentioned, hit 
bte Majefty referred it to the Board of Trade, and that Board , 
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'"^ir'j^i "* *^^' * ^"^ Esquiry, and fall Information, reported,-— 
yy^y\j * That the faid American Treaty did eftablifh a Right in the 

* Crown of Great Britain to the Languna de Termines in the 

* Province of Jucatan, and the Parts adjacent ; thofe Places, 
, * at the Time of the Treaty, and for fome Years before, 

« being actually in the Poffeflion of the Britifti Sub- 
« jefts.' 

* From what I have faid. Sir, it is plain, that this Right 
isftill in -the Crown of Great Britain,and therefore the 3d Refo- 
lution I am to propofe fhall be. That it may be refolved, that 
the Subjcdls of Great Britain did hold, and poffefs Lands in the 
Province of Jucatan in America, antecedent to and at the Time 
of the Treaty of 1670; which Treaty confirmed the Right, to 
every contrafting Party, of fuch Lands or Places,as either did 
at the Time hold and poffefs. And that the Subjefts of Great 
Britain then had, and have at all Times fmce claim'da Right 
of cutting Logwood in the Bay of Campcchey, and enjoyed 
the fame without Interruption till of late Years : Which 
Right feems further particularly fecur'd to us, by the Manner 
in which the firft Article of the Treaty of Commerce at U- 
trechr, confirms the Treaty of 1670, with thefe remarkable 
Words ; — * without Prejudice to any Liberty or Power, which 

• the Subjects of Great Britain enjoyed, either through Right, 

• Suffdr&nce, or Indulgence. 

* I am now come,Sir, to the laft Right, which I Ihall take 
Notice of upon the prefent Occafion ; which is that Right our 
Subjects have to gather Salt on the Ifland of Tortugas, an un- 
inhabited Ifland in the Weft-Indies, which the Spaniards fay 
belongs to them ; but by what Right I do not know ; for they 
have neither Fort, Cattle, nor Warehoufe, upon the Ifland, 
nor any other Sign of Poffeflion that I know of. However, 
fuppofe they have the Property, or rather the Dominion of 
that Ifland, 'tis certain we were in Ufe, and claimed a Right, 
to gather Salt there, before and at the Time of the Treaty in 
1670 ; therefore this Right was confirmed to us by that Trea- 
ty, and reconfirmed by the Treaty of Commerce at Utrecht : 
But this is not all. Sir, with refpect to this Right ; we have an 
exprefs and a particular Convention between Spain and us to 
plead initsFavour.By the 3dArticle oftheTreaty of Commerce 
between Great Britain and Spain, concluded, at Madrid in 
the Year 1715, this Right or Privilege is exprefly confirmed 
in thefe Words : — * His Catholick Majefty permits the faid 

* Subject!- (meaning Britifli) to gather Salt in the Ifle of Tor- 

* tugas, tliey having enjoyed this Liberty in the Reign of King 

* Charles II. without Interruption.' 

* From all thefe Treaties, and from a Poffeffion almoft un- 
interrupted for above 60 Years, one would have thought. 
Sir, the Spaniards would never have attempted to difturb us in 
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the Poffeffion of a Rights fo often, (o exprefly, and fo par- ab^* " 
ticukrly confinncd ; but no Word*, no Treaties, can defend '^ 
the Rights of aNa-tion, when their Sword ieeim to be rufted 
in its 5c.tbb.ird. Notwkhflanding all thele Treaties, the 
Spaniards, about fix Years iince, attacked our Fleet of Mer- 
chant Ships, that was gathering Salt on that Ifland, j&red fe- 
veral Broad-fides upon one of his Majelly Ships of War, ftrV- 
ing as their Convoy, took and made Prize of four of the Mer- 
chant Ships,and would have taken a great many more of them, 
if it had not been for the good Conduct and valiant Beha- 
viour of the Gentleman that commanded the Man of War, 
then ferving as their Convoy j who,notwithftanding the great 
Superiority of the Enemy, kept them In Play, tillmoft of ibe 
MereKint Ship got off; and thereby ihewed to the Spaniards, 
that their Impunity was not owing to the Cowardice of our 
Sea-Captains, but to the Taaienefs ef our Minifters. As that 
Gentleman then fhewed that he had Courage to offend, as well 
as Conduct to defend, I hope if we do come to a Rup- 
ture with Spain, he will be one of the firll that fball be 
commiffioned, 

* ThisOutragCj Sir, was not committed by Stealth, or by 
Pcrfona not properly commiffioned : It was not committed by 
common Guarda CoHa's, who, often, have their Commiffiona 
only from the Spaniih Governors in America, Ke, ' Sir, it 
was committed openly, avowedly, and by Spaniih Men of 
War, bearing the King of Spiin's Commiflion, and ha- 
ving exprei^ Inilruction:) from his Governors for what they 
did, 

* Thefc In (If actions. Sir, were not to perfuade, but ba 
compel, as all IniUu6lions to Ships of War ought to be i for 
Fleets or Armies were never, till of late Years, fent out as 
Orators or AmbaJTadors ; they were never fent out but a- 
gainft thofc that had been found to be obftinate ; and the Ob- 
ftinate were geherally at lait obliged to pay the Charges of 
fitting them out, 

* For my Parr, Sir, I am furprized, that fuch an open 
and avowed Infult upon the Flag of the Crown of Great 
Britain, was not purfued with immediate Vengeance : F ara 
ftirprized wc had the Patience to fend to the Court of Spain 
to demand Satisfadion asd Reparation ; and yet. Sir, I don't 
find that we liave hitherto received any Satisfaction for the Af- 
front.nor any Reparation for the Damage donc.Nay,thc Spaniih 
Court feems to mind it fo little, that they have tiot ib much as 
once mentioned it in their iaft Memorial. This Affair, Imuft 
iay. Sir, puts me in mind of the Story of a Gentleman, who, 
ypon receiving a Box on the Ear, asked him that gave tt, 
if he was in Jell or in Earneft ; and upon the othtr*5 anfwer- 
itig, he was in great Earneft, the honclt Gcatlcmati replied 
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> only, I am glaS you are. Sir; for I do not like fueh Jeftr. 
Whether we hadour Joke upon this Occafion, I do not 
know I bat I hope the Nation will not content itfelf with 
returning a joke for fuch a ferious Blow. 

* It is not Refiitution, Sir, it is not Reparation, diat can 
atone for fuch an avowed InAilt f nothing can fatisfy the Ho- 
nour of the Briti(h Flag, but the Inftiding of a condign Pu- 
nifhment upon thofe Captains that committed the Outrage, 
or upon the Spanifh Governor that gave the Inftra^bions. Ei- 
ther the one or the other n>uft be hung up, and, I think,hung 
in Chains too, upon the Ifland where the Outrage and Rob- 
bery was committed, as a Monun^ent of Britifh Refentment. 
If we are negociating, if we CMitinue to negociate, this ought 
to be infilled on as a Preliminary ; and if it is not granted as a 
Preliminary ,we ought immediately to brea|c-ofF Negociations, 
and revenge ourieives upibn the Country, that dares to pro- 
teft fuch Criminals ; for if we allow fuch an Affront as this 
to.^t(s unrevenged, I will take upon me to foretel, that the 
^niard^ will perform no Promife they make to us, nor ob- 
fciVe any ^^eaty they conclude. 

' However, Sir, I (hall be for leaving it entirely to his Ma- 
jefly to determine, what Satisfaftion or Hcparatk>n ought to 
hiP deemed fufficient $ but as to the Right we have of gather* 
ing Salt in that Ifland, I think it ought to be aflerted by a 
Hefdution of this Houfe : Therefore the 4th Pro|>ofitioa I 
Audi make to you, (hall be, to refelve, that the attacking of a 
fleet of Shi[^ gathering Salt in the Ifland of Tortugas, then 
under Convoy of one of his Majefty*s Ships of War, by two 
Men of War belonging to the King of Spain, firing on the 
Convoy, and taking four of the faid Ships, was a notorious In* 
§A6tloa of the Convention fign*d at Madrid, December 14, 
1711^, and a high Infult on the Honour due to the Flag of 
Great Britain. 

< Having thus. Sir, mentioned and explained the feveral 
Rights of this Nation in America, which I take to be of fuch 
Confequence, that they ought to be partkularly eftablifhe4 
and aflerted, in the moft folemn and die moft explicit Man- 
ner, by the Refolutions of Parliament; I (hall next take No- 
tice, that it appears that the Court <^ ^ain, though it doei 
not in direct Terms deny that we are entitled to fome of tfaefe 
Rights by the Treaties I have mentioned, yet that it raifes fo 
many Difficulties, and daims fuch Privileges as in the main 
amount to a total ProkilMtion of all the Britifli Naviga- 

. tion and Trade in America. It has likewife been proved at 
onr Bar, that the Subjeds <^ this Nation have been diilurhed 
and interrupted in the Exercife of every one of them, by the 
Sponifli Guarda Collas ia America. The 6|)aiuards have of. 
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lite Vears not only ftked and confiscated our Morthants- Ships *^,^{;^.***' "' 
for carrying on their lawful Trade in ilie Iflatid of Tortugas 
and Bay of Campechey ; but they have llopt, fcarchttl, and 
plundered them, for failing apon the open Scai of America; 
and have even feized and made Prj?,e of diem, for tranl'iwn- 
ing fome Sorts of Goods from one Prirt of his Mrvjefty's Do- 
minions Co anotheri iti man! (eft Violation of the knOwa 
Rights and Privileges of the Britifl^ Nation. 

*Thefeare RighCE, Sir, which are all fo firmly eftablifhed 
to U9 by Treaties ; they ^T€ Rights which we have been f<i 
Jottg in Pofleflion of, that I am furprized how the Spaniard* 
could find a Pretence for controverting any one of thcrti} but 
when I confider the great Superiority of our Naval Force^ 
and the great Exp^ee we have been at of late Years in fap- 
porting that Naval Forfie, and in fiaing out almofl every Year 
forrnidable Squadrons, I aiti much more furprlted to find, that 
the Spaniards ha ve been fo Ion gal I owed not only to contra vert, 
but adually to interrupt and dill urb us in the Pofieflion and Ex- 
ercife of thofe Rights. If thev had refted Satisfied with deny- 
ing that we had any fuch Rights i if they had refiifed t« ac- 
knowledge them in direft and expUcitTerms, we might, for 
the Sake of Peace and Conveninency, have fubmitted for » 
ihort Time to fuch a Piece of Injullice ; but their plun- 
dering and making Pri« of our Merchant-Shipg, for exercif- 
ing any of thofe Rights, is an Isjury which we cannot in 
Honour fubmit to i and their pretending to flop, fearch, or 
feize, under any Pretence whatfoevcr, thofe Qritifh Ships, 
which they find failing upon the open Sea?, either in America 
or eifewhere, is an Ufurping of a Right or Dominion which 
M inconfidcnt with that Trade, which is the Life and Soul of 
thi^ Nation ; and therefore cbimed our utmoft Attention, in 
the very Beginning. We all know, Sir, how foon Profcrip- 
tion eftablilhes a Right : Ufurpntions of every Kind gather 
Streii^h from their Continuance, and that which was at firft 
a moll ujijuft and a moft violent Ufurpation, may at tail be- 
come a fettkd and an uncontiovcr table Right. 

* I muft confcfs. Sir, that trom our Condu^ of late Years, I 

IgLfCk apt to lufpei^t, there *re fome ag.iinft us who think tht 
lA4atters now in Difputc between ^pairt and us, of fo little 
•Confetjuence, th:'.t no one of them is worth our contending for, 
^f theV« be any fach Gentlemen in this Ifoufc, it would be 
*afy to fhcw, that they are moft cgregioufly mlftaken ; it 
^oiild be cafy to demonilrate, that every one of the Rights I 
have mentioned i 15 of fuch Confequence to out Trade (which 
is the chief Support of our Rkhe* and Power, and the only 
iiupportufour nava! Power) that we ought to contend for it 
as if we were contending ^re aris^ foHi^ j but f cannot well 
fuppolc there are any fuch Gentlemen in this Houle, and 
therefore I iliall not at prefent e«h^rgc «poa this Point i bt- 
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**»J " <^' «• caufe by oar being notv in a Committee, I have a Privile^ of 
^ ' (peaking again upon the fame Subject ; and that Privilege I 
liiall beg Leave to make ufe of, if I hear any Gentleman pre- 
tend to infinuate (for I know it will not be direftly aflerted) 
that none of the Rights I have mentioned, are worth the Care 
xif a Britiih Parliament. 

< For this Reafon, I fay. Sir, I fhall not now infill upon the 
great Confequence of all or any of the Matters which the 
.•Spaniards have been of late tamely allowed to difpute with us; 
.«nd as I believe no Gentleman will fay, but that it has been 
fully proved at our Bar, that our Merchants have been plun- 
dered, our Ships unjuftly feized and coniifcated, and our Sea- 
^nen cruelly ufed ; therefore, without making an ungrateful 
Repetition of the Indignities and Injuries which have been 
proved at our Bar, I flmll mention to you the 5 th Motion I 
defign to make J which is. That for many Years lad paft, the 
J^berty of Navigation in the American Seas hath been 
jinjuftly difturbcd by the Spaniards, under Pretence of fearch- 
jng for and finding illict Trade ; the Britjfh Ships unlaw- 
fully feiz'd upon the open Seas^ plundered, and confifcated j 
the Sailors roisb'd, and inhumanly tortur'd, impriibn^d, and 
made Slaves, to the grievous Lofs of the Merchants, the Ob- 
ftru^ion of the Commerce, and the Diihonour of the Nation. 
* And the lad Proportion Ifhall make to you. Sir, upon this 
Occafion, ihall be, that notwithflanding the repeated Applica- 
tion to Parliament, the Treaty of Seville, and the AfTuranges 
fo frequently given to the Merchants, of procuring Repara- 
tion for their Lofles, and ill Ufage, and notwithflanding the 
Expeftation of the Nation of receiving juft and ample Satif- 
fai^ion for the Cruelties exercis'd on its Subjefts, and the In- 
fults ofFer'd to itfelf, nothing has in fo many Years been gb- 
tain'd from the Court of Spain, effedlually to fatisfy theLoiTes, 
repair the Injuries, or retrieve the Honour of the Nation, tho* 
the faid Treaty of Seville, fo advantageous to Spain, hath beea 
pundlually executed on the Part of Great-Britain, 

' This likewife. Sir, is a Proportion which I cannot think 
any Gentleman in this Houfe will pretend to oppofe j at leaft, 
I cannot fuggefl to myfelf any plaufible Reafon for oppofing 
it. Every Gentleman knows, how, many Petitions have been 
prefented to this Houfe by our plundered Mercliants and Sear 
men : For feveral Years, we have feldom been a Seffion with- 
out having one or more fucK Petitions prefented to us, {Jpoa 
thefe Applications we haveal ready twice addreiled the Crown: 
We have already twice declared, that we would fupport the 
Crown in any Meafures that ftiould feem neceflary for vindi* 
eating the Rights and the Honour of the Nation ; fo that if 
our Fellow Subjefts ftill remain unfatisfied, if thofe Ravages 
and Depredations are ftill contitvied and multiplied upon m, 
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if the Honour of the Nation lUIl lies grovdliog in the Duft, 
the Fault cannot be laid at our Door. Former Miniftersluve 
bNScn known, Sir, to ejccuie tbemfelvcs, fometimes with Reafon, 
oftncf with none, hy faying that the Parliament refuied ta 
fwpfsort them in thofe Mcaiures Uiat were ncccfiary for pro- 
letting the Trade, or vindicating the Honour of the Nation ; 
bat our Mirifters never can plead chat Excufe. Indeed f 
xnuU r*y, if Negotiations, if Letters, Memorials, and Repre- 
fcntatiom* had been Methods proper or fufficiect for obtain- 
ing Rcdrefs, it appears from the Piles of Papers that have been 
UiJ before us, that our Minillers have not been rcmifs in en - 
deavoiiring to obtain Satisfadion and Reparation for the In- 
juries and lofults we have met wlih ; but, in ray Opinion, 
they have very much tnillalfen the Methods proper to be 
made ufe of upon fucb Occifions. 

* It is amazing, Sir, to ukt a View of the Heaps of Letters, 
Memorials, and Rcprcfentations, which we have already be- 
fbie U5, rektitig to this Affair. They look more like the Pa- 
pers belonging to an hereditary Suit in Chancery, than like 
the Papers belonging to a Negotiation between ttvo fovereign 
and independent Nadotis. In a Suit at Law* or in Equity^ 
it is the Bufxnefs of thofe who carry on the Suit, to prevent 
its being fpeedily brought to a Coticlufion, becaufe they get 
fo much by it yearly, and termly, as long aa the Suit oonti- 
nues, and thofe annual Profits mull ceafc as foon as the Suit 
i« at an End j and is they arc paid by the Sheet, without any 
Kegard to the Matter, it h their Intercft to heap Procefs upon 
Procefs, and in every Paper, to be as verbofe and prolix as 
their Invention can fuggeil. But Negotiators are never paid 
hy the Sheet, nor ought thry to be made to expe€l their 
chief Reward till after the Negotiation is brought to a Con- 
cJufion ; therefore it h not their Xntereft to be verbofe, or to 
heap Memorial upon Memorial ; nor b it their Interell to 
fpin out a Negotiation. I hope Sir chat no Negotiation in 
which we have been lately concerned has been fpun out for 
the fake of continuing Salaries to the Negotiators : I hope 
that none of thofe Letters, Memorials, or Reprefentations have 
been muhiplied or extended, for the fake of adding to, ot 
increafing the Salaries of thofe who were concerned in draw- 
ing them up; therefore I cannot avoid being furpriicd at the 
Multitude and the Length of thofe Papers, which Teem to be- 
long to the iate Negptiations between Spain and us, 

* Bcfidcs, Sir, in all Negotiations it k generally the Duty of 
the Negotiators, of one Side or other, to bring the Negotia- 
tion to a fpecdy Iffue i but where a Nation has been injured, 
and is in a Coiulition to revenge itielf, it h more particularly 
incumbent upon Its Negotiators to bring the Negotiation to an 
iramediate littw, of one kind or other i and for that Purpofe» 
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Aano ji. Geo. n. to bc Ihoft and fubftantial in every Memorial, AnfvJ^er, or 
Reply, they deliver, and peremptory in every Demand they 
make. When the known Rights of a Nation are invaded, 
it is ridiculous to enter into a tedious and metaphyfical Dif- 
cuflion of the Point' of Right ; and Hill more ridiculous to 
make long Anfwers to every Quirk, becaufe there would in 
that Cafe be no end of Cavilling ; for the Councils of Na- 
tions are never to be fwayed by fubtle Arguing, nor is it con- 
fident with the Dignity of Sovereigns to plead their Caafe^ 
like Barrifters pleading for their Clients before a Court 
of Juftice. 

* When an independent and a powerful Sovereign has been 
injured, he that fpeaks in his Name, Sir,/ may explain the 
Nature of the Injury that has been done, and ought to wait a 
rcafonable Time for an Anfwer: He may even go the 
Length of a Reply ; but if any fophiftical Arguments or de- 
lufive Evafions have been made ufe of in the Anfwer given 
him, he ought to think it beneath the Character he bears, to 
take Notice of them in his Reply ; and the Conclufion of his 
Reply ought always to be a peremptory Demand of Juftice 
Ivithin a Time limited. This is the utmoft Length a Sove- 
reign ought to go, if he be at that Time in any tolerable 
Condition for doing himfelf Juftice ; and if we had made ufe 
of this Method of Negotiation with Spain, I am convinc- 
ed the Infults and Injuries put upon us by that Nation, would 
have been far lefs numerous, and leis difhonourable for us, 
than they are at prefent. 

For this Reafon, Sir, if our Negotiations muft be conti- 
nued yet a while longer, I hope they will be put upon a differ- 
ent Footing, and carried on in a different Manner, from what 
they have been ; but for my part, I do not fee what Security 
we can expeft from any Negotiation or Treaty ; foR tho* the 
Treaty- of Seville be not fuch a one as it ought to be, and 
might have been, if the Squadrons we were at the Expence 
of fitting out about that Time, had received Orders to com- 
pel as well as perfuade, yet by that Treaty the Crown of 
.Spain engaged itfelf, almoft as exprefsly as it can, I believe al- 
together as exprefly as it will, be engaged by any Trea- 
ty we can now obtain by peaceable M^ns> to give Sa- 
tisfaftion for all the Depredations that had been com- 
mitted before that Time, and to prevent any fuch for the fa- 
_. ture. By the very firft Article of that Treaty, all former 
Treaties were renewed and confirmed j and by thefiHl feparate 
Article, moft of (he Treaties between the two Crowns ai« 
; particularly mentioned, and again exprefsly confirmed j from 
whence we may fee, that the Crown of Spain was engaged 
by that Treaty, as much as it can be by- general Words in 
any Treaty, to prevent any Injuries being done by the Sub- 
jefts of Spain to the Subjcds of Great-Britain. **ri» trac, 
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the Treaty of 1670 is not mentioned among the reft in the 
firft feparate Arride of the Treat/ of Seville^ tior is k 
mention«l in the other famous Treaty, made between Spain 
and us in the Year 1721. Whether this happened by Neglect, 
or if there was any bidden Dcfign in not mentioning that 
Treaty among the reft, I ihall not pretend to determine ; but 
I cannot think ihe Spr.niiirds will froin thence pretend to 
fay, we have pafled from, or given up that Treaty i be- 
caufe I do not think it h their Tntereft to Ciy fo : For if it 
could be fuppofed, that (here is no Tuch Treaty now fub- 
fifling between the two Crowns, there U nothing to hinder 
us from ujding with iheir Subjefla in New Spain by open 
Force ; any Laws or Prohibitions they could make againft 
fuch a Trade, would be of very little Signification: Even 
all the Guarda Cofta's they could fend rhither would be 
far from being able to prevent oar carrying on fuch a Trade : 
becaufe we could fend fuflicient Squadrons of Men of War 
to protcft all our Merchant- Ships employed in that Trade, 
without a Breach of any Articie either in the Treaty of 
17 2 « , or in the Treaty of Seville. 

* Then, Sir, with rc(pe<6t 10 the Depredations that had been 
commitled upon our Merch;iifts before the Conclufion of that 
Treaty J we know that by the (fth Article thereof, Commiflk- 
ries were to be appointed to examine and decide what con- 
cerned the Ships and Effefls taken at Sea, and alfo all our 
Pretcniions relating to Abufes committed in Commerce, and 
alfo all other PretenJions a5 well in the Indies as in Europe ; 
and hia Catholick Mjjefty exprefsly engages, to caufe to be 
executed punfluaUy and exadtly, what ihould be decided by 
the faid CommiiIarie$, within Jix Months after die making 
of their Report, Thefe CommJflkries, this Nation has Rea- 
fcn to know, were accordingly appointed j bat as the Spa- 
niards had never, I beHevc, an Intention to perform this En- 
gigemcntj they took Care that their Commiflarles fliould ne- 
ver agree to any Report ; and upon this frivolous Pretence, I 
fuppofe, among others of the famt? Kind, they have ever 
£nce refufed to make us the leaR J»atisfadion for any of the 
Depredations committed before the Concluding of that Trea- 
ty, tho' it be now above eight Years fmcc the Treaty was con- 
dudedp and above five Years fincc the Commiflaries ought to 
to have made their Report, according to the eighth Ariide 
of the iame Treaty. 

• Frcwn what 1 have faid. Sir, it will appear, I think, 
that we can have no great Expectations from any future 
Treaty we can make ; but whatever may be the Sucocfs of 
ourprefent Negociations, whatever we may expedt, what- 
ever Advantage we may reap from any future Treaty, it h 
CcrUin we h^vc aa yet receive no Satisfaction or Reparation* 
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Am> It Om. II aotv(rithllaildlng tlie exprefi Promifes made by ^e Treaty of 
^^^^^I^JJilj Seville, and notwlthftanding that Treaty's having been per- 
formed by us in the moft pon^oal Manner; nay, in a Man- 
ner prejudicial to ourfelves, and highly advantageous to 
Spain : Therefore I hope no Oppofition will be made againft 
that Part of the Refolution I am to move for. Then as to 
the AfTurances that have been given our Merchants, of pro- 
curing Reparation for their X^fles and lU-ufage, they have 
been fo frequent, fo exprefs, and are fo well known, that I 
cannot thinlc t have the leafl Occafion for repeating or eX' 
plaining them ; for which Reafon, I (hall for the prefent 
toDclade with begeing, that Gentlemen would confider for 
what Purpofes wefit here. We aficmble in this Houfe, in 
order to receive the Petitions, and hear the Complaints of 
our injured Sukjeds j but we are not to receive and hear 
only, we are likewife in Duty bound to provide a Remedy 
for the Grievances they juftly compain of, and to take the 
moft effeftual Meafures for that Purpofe. We have twice 
already come to general Refolutions upon this SubjeA ; 
We have twice already found, that fuch general Re- 
folutions have produced no EfFq^ i therefore it would be un- 
pardonable in us to proceed no farther upon the prefent Oc- 
cafion. Perhaps fome Gentlemen may thibk, we ought now 
to go much farther than I have taken the liberty topropofe ; 
but I cannot think any Gentleman wiU oppofe our going 
thus far i for the leaft we can do is, to*aflkrt thofe national 
Rights which feem of late to have been negledbed ; becau/e, 
after fuch a folemn and publick Declaration of our Rights, I 
hope no Minifter wiH hereafter dare to give up any of them 
by Treaty, or to allow them to be any longer incroached on 
. and violated, under the Pretence of a Negociation * 

The Anfwer to this was by Sir Robert Walpole, to the 
following Effcd: 
Sir, 
«rR. Waipoto. < I do not rife up to oppofe, or in the leaft to difpute any 

of the Rights or Privileges which the honourable Gentleman 
has been pleafed to mention. I am fully convinced, that 
this Nation hasjm indifputable Title to all thofe Rights and 
Privileges, andl ihall always be as asealous for defending them 
as that Gentleman or any oth^r: Nay, I am convinced, that 
Ho Britilh Suhjeft will pretend to controvert any one of them j 
and therefore I fhall readily agree with the honourable Gen- 
tleman in every Thing he has faid in Support of thofe Rights 
* and Privileges; but I cannot agree with him in thinking, 
that upon this Occafion they ou^t to be fo particularly vin- 
dicated and aiTerted by the Refolutions of this Houfe. I can- 
not think there is at prefent the leaft Occafion for our com- 
ing to any foch Rtfointions J becaufe, I believe, there is no 

Britilh 
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Sritifti Subjeft that wUI pretend to qoeftlcin any of the *™* ^^'^^- "• 
Rights he has mentioned, or that will dare to fay, that any 
one of them ought to be given up. Itis» to be fare, unne- 
cefTary, and I muA think incontinent with the Dignity of 
this Houfe, to come to any Rcfolution for determining a 
Qucftion that is notdifputed by any Subject of Great Bri- 
tain ; and with refpei5t to Foreigners, our Resolutions can- 
not be of any Signification ; becaufe Foreigners are no way 
bound, nor can tfiey be fore clofed by aoy of our Determi- 
nations. 

* But thhh i>otall. Sir; our coming to fuch particular 
and peremptory Refolutlons, is not only unneceflary, but it 
would be hurtful. It would be puftiing the Thing a great 
deal too far ; beoufe it would, in my Opinion, make a 
War una voidable. Though every one of the Rights and 
Prtv^iJeges the honourable Gentleman has been plea fed to 
roentiori, be fccuned to us, either by the Law of Nations, 
or by folemn Treaties, or by both ; yet im; all know, that 
they are now, and always have been, fo far difputed, that 
tbeCourtof Spain has never yet acknowledged them, in ex- 
plicit Terras, notwithftandtng its having been brought often 
to a very low Pafs. In treating between fovereign and in- 
dependant Powers, there are certain Methods and Forms to 
be obfcrved, which are abfolutely necefTary for bringing any 
Treaty of Peace, ConMtoerce, or Alliance, to a Concbiion. 
A fovereign Prince or State may often be prevailed on to 
acknowledge a Right or Privilege, or even to make fome 
mew ConccJfions, by general Words, whiaji may be equiva- 
lent to, and as effcftital as, the moft exprefs and particular 
Declaration ; and yet that Prince or State would perhaps en- 
gage in, or continue the moft dangerons and deflmdrive 
War, rather than mskc fuch an exprefs and particular De- 
claration. For thb Reafon it is ufua! and frequent in all 
Treaties, to make ufc of general Words, in thofe C^jes 
where either of the contrading Parties think they cannot in 
Honour agree to acknowledge a Right, or make a Concef- 
fion» in erprefs and partictilar Terms. 

* This, Sir, has often been the Cafe, particularly bct^veen 
Spain and as. I believe no Gentleman will docht of our 
Right to the Ifland of Jamaica, I believe no Britifh Subjeft 
will fay, that it is not abfolutely fumendered and fufficiently 
fecored to ub, by the Treaties now fubllfting between the 
two Crowm; and yet it is a Right which the Spaniards ftill 
pretend todifpute. It is a Right which they have never yet 
acknowledged in cxprefe and particular Terms, Even in the 
Year 1670, when they were fuing for a Peace, and for ibme 
new Regulations in the Weft- Indies, and fuing for it, Sir» 
^D as humble a Manner as ever a Js'ttioo, not abfolately re- 
duced. 



( BOO ) 

lUiio tf iseo. n. (faced, could fubmit to, they would not ' acknowledge cor 
J^^£^ Right to that Ifland in exprefs Terms, nor did we think it 
neceffiry they fliould. They thought it was inconfiftent 
with the Honour oi^ their Crown, to make an exprefs and 
particular Surrender of that Ifland ; and we indulged them 
£> far as to refl fatisfied with that Surrender and Acknow- 
ledgment contained in the general Words of that Treaty, by 
which it is declared, * That we (hould hold and keep all the 

* Lands, Countries, Iflands, Colonies, and other Places in 

* the Weft-Indies, or in any Part of America, which we 
' then held and poffcfled.* This we then thought a full and 
Sufficient Acknowledgment of our Right to that Idand ; 
and it feeems our Opinion was the fame at the Time of the 
Treaty of Utrecht ; a Treaty, which, I am fure, fome Gen- 
tlemen that hear me will not pretend to find fault with ; for 
thouglyby that Treaty we may in fome Meafure be faid to 
have given the Kingdoms both of Old and New Spain to 
that Family, which has fince given us fo much Difturbance, 
yet we did not then defire by Way of Retribution an exprefs 

. and particular Acknowledgment of our Right to that Ifland, 
nor of any other of our Rights or Privileges in America : 
The Authors of that Treaty, Sir, being of (4>inion, itfeems, 
that the Stipulations contained in other Treaties fufficiendy 
fecured them. 

' From the Prafliceof all Natipts therefore, and from 
our own Pradlice in former Treaties, we not only may, but 
fometimes ought to fatisfy ourfelves with general Words and 
Expreflions, m Qdes where fuch general Words or Expref- 
iions may be as effectual, and may render what we aim at as 
iecure and indifputable as if it had been declared or regulated 
in the moft particular and explicit Terms. But, Sir, if in 
the prefent Cafe, this Houfe fliould come to fuch Refolutions 
as have been propofed, it would render it impoflible for us 
afterwards to accept of, or propofe, any fuch general Ac- 
knowledgments or Conceflions. The Refolutions prefented 

. by the honourable Gentleman, would cramp our Miniften 
and Negociations, who would regard them as Rules from 
which diey could not depart. In fuch a Cafe, I believe no 
Minifter would take upon him to advife his Majefty to make 
a Propofition to the Court of Spain, relating to any of the 
Matters now in Difpute between us, that was lefs explicite or 
lefs particular than the Refolution this Houfe had come to 
upon that Head ; nor would he take upon him to advife his 
Majefty to approve of or ratify any one Article in a Treaty, 
imlefs it was as full and as particularly expreflfed as the Refo- 
lution we had come to upon the fubjeft Matter of that Ar- 

. tide. Whether this would be an Incroachment upon that 
Prerogative of the .Crown, by which it has the fok Power 

of 
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of making Peace or War, I ihall leave to othets to deter- *"" itoss^n. 
mine ; for my own Part, I muft thmk, that it would not ''*' * 
orily-be a taking from his Majefty the Power of making 
Peace» but tKfit it would be taking from him the Power of 
judging what Sort of luilrudlions would be moil proper to be 
feni to his Ambaflsdors or Envoys at any foreign Court, or to 
his Plenipotentiaries at any future Congrefs. But this is not 
the only Diladvantage fuch a Method of Proceeding would 
be attended with ; In my Opinion, ittvould not only make 
War unavoid:ibie, but it would like wife make Peace unat- 
tainable, tili one or other of the Parlies engaged, were al- 
moit utterly deilroycd ; for tliough the Spaniards may prO' 
bably in the Way of Negociution be brought to acknow- 
ledge and confirm all the Rights and Privileges held in Dif- 
putc between them and us, in general Terms, or prhaps in 
moreparticulrtr and exprefs Terras than are to be found In 
any former Treaty between the two Nations, yet I am con- 
vinced, they will never agtee to Acknowledgments fo very 
cxplicite aind particulur, as tliofe contained in the Prop oiltions 
that have been now laid bffore us. At leafl I am convinced^ 
they can never be prevailed on to do ,fo, unlefs we fliould 
have the good Luck» by a long and fuccefsful War, to bring 
them to as low sn Ebb, a^ every any Nation, not abfolately 
conquered, was brought to. We may with as much Proba- 
bility of Succefs propofe forcing them to Ciga a Carte Blanche, 
Ai to propofe, either by fair or foul Mean.^ to compel them 
to make fuch panicubr Contelltons as are mentioned in the 
Proportions now before us ; and I do not think it is otir In- 
tereft to endeavour to bring that Nation To low, even though 
wc were certain of Succefs, and tha.t the other Powers of 
Europe would fit ftilJ, and tamely behold our Triumphs^ 
without either Jealouly or Envy. 

* Now, Sir, as I tiiink every one of the Rights at pre- 
fcnt in Difpute between Spain and us, may be as fully fe- 
cured to us by general Words in a future Treaty, as by par- 
ticular Declarations and Conceliion> : As I think wc may, Ivt 
Confequence of fuch a Treaty, continue to enjoy thofe 
Jtights, with as little DJfturbance as we now enjoy the Ifiand 
of Jamaica} therefore, ifour Miniltera can obtain fuch a 
Treaty, without putting the Nation either to the Hazard or 
Expcnce of a War, 1 muft think they will do their Country 
aPieceof good Service; and confeqaently, I mull think, it 
would be wrong m thi$ Houle, to put it out of their Power 
to negociate, or to advtfe his Majefty to approve of a Treaty, 
that may attain all the good Ends propofed by the honour- 
able GcntlemanV Refolution, and avoid all their Inconve- 
niences. I have, I lluvc alw.iy* fljeweda very great Regard 
tof ibs Mitph^Q tjra4ii^£ to niid from our Plaouiions : I 

have 
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""i" ?' *'* ^^^ ^ S*^' 1^ Regard for them, and I think them as ufefol a 
*''" Body of Men as any in theKing^m ; but we muft confider^Sir, 

that we have a great Nunober of Merchants concerned, and 
a very confiderablie Trade, a moft beneficial Trade to this 
Nation, in Spain and the Mediterranean. The former 
might, perhaps, be so great Lofers, they might even be 
Gainers by a War; whereas the latter would certainly be 
undone ; and if the War fhould be of any Duration, fome 
Branches of our Spanifh and Mediterranean Trade might per- 
haps be irrecoverably loft. I hope I may be allowed to have 
feme Regard for our Spanifh, Italian, and Turkey Mer- 
chants. Upon their Account I fhall-«lways be for avouling 
a War With Spain, as long as pofiBble, and ftiall never give 
my Confent to any Meafure or Refolution, that I think will 
breed fuch a Quarrel between the two Nations as muft end 
in the Deftru£lion of one or other. 

* For this Reafon, Sir, I fliall be againft our coming to 
any particular and peremptory Refblutions, with re(pe£fc 
to any of the j)articular Rights the Spaniards now pretend 
to conteft ; bat I ihall moft readily agree to any Motion 
that can be propofed, for ihewing it to be our Opinion, 
that our Merchants have fiilly proved their Lofies, and 
that the Depredations that have been committed are con- 
trary to the Law of Nations, contrary to the Treaties fub- 
fifting between the two Crowns, in fliort, that they are 
every Thing bad, and without the leaft Pretence or Oalour 
of Juftice. This, I fay, I Hiall moft willinely agree to, becaufe 
I think the Petitioners have fully proved the AUegatrons of 
their Petition ; I think they have fully proved, that the Sub- 
je&s of this Kingdom have met with fuch Treatment from 
the Spanifh Guaroa Cofta*s and Governors in America, as 
deferves the higheft Refentment; but ftill, I think, if 
proper Satis&Aibn and full Reparation can be obtained by 
peaceable Means, we ought not to' involve the Nation in a 
War, from the Event of which we have a great deal to fear ; 
and the utmoft we can hope for from the moft uninterrupted 
Succefs, is a proper Satisfa&ion for paft Injuries, smd a 
proper Security againft our meeting with any fuch hereafter, 
both which we are bound to think there are ftill Hopes of ob- 
taining by way of Negociation; becaufe, if it had been 
otherwife, hisMajefty would certainly have acquainted us 
with it, and would have defired us to provide for obtaining 
by Force, what he faw was not to be obtained by fair Means. 

* As for the Method, Sir, in which our Negociations 
have been hitherto carried on, I do not think an Enquiiy 
into it can, upon the prefent Option, come properly before 
OS ; but if it could, I believe it would be eafy to (hew, 
that they have been carried on in that Manner, which was 
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the moft proper for producing an AccommoJarioij of all the **"%„. 
Differences TubfiHing between tha two Nations. I Ihall 
grant, that there arc certain Periods, and certain Circum- 
llanccs, which may make it the Intereft of a Nation to 
be peremptory in every Dcmund they make, and not to 
be at any great Pains to fliew the Realbnabknefs of their 
Demands, or to anfwer the Objediions that may be made to 
them ; becaufe, as a Nation may fometimes have a Conqaeit 
it! View, and may think they have got a feafonable Oppor- 
tunity for accomplilhing their Defign, it maybe more for 
their Intereft to come to an open Rupture, than to con- 
tinue in Peace upon the moll equitable Terms j but this 
can feldom or never be the Cafe of this Nation ; I am fare 
it is not our Cafe at prefent, nor has it ever once been our 
Cafe for above thefe twenty Years paft ; and therefore, it 
would ha.\T been, and ilttl would be, Madnefs in us, to go 
to War with any of our Neighbours, if there be any Pro- 
bability of obtaining Juftice in a peaceable Manner. 

* From this Confideration we may fee, Sir, that it would 
he imprudenE in us to be peremptory in the Demands we 
make upon any of our Neighbours ; and for the fame Rea- 
fon, we ought to be at fome Pains to explain the Reafonable- 
nefs of our Demands, and to anfwer all the Obje^ions that 
may be made agalnft them. But with refped to Spain, 
we ought, in my Opinionj to have more Patience, and to 
treat in a milder Method with themj than with any other 
Nation in Europe ; not only becamie of the Adirantage we 
reap by oar Trade with that Nation, but becaufe his Catho- 
lick Majclly Is, I am convinced, as much inclined to do 
juftice^ and to prefer^'e Peace, as any Prince in Europe. 
Our not having obtained Redrefj before this Time, docs not, 
I believe, proceed from any real Intention in his Catholick 
Majefiy to do this Nation an Injury, or to allow any of his 
Subjects to injure us, but from the Nature of the Difputcs 
between u«, which depends upon Fafls, that muil be fully 
enquired into, and certainly known, before it can be deter- 
mined whether they are injurious or not ; and as all thoJe 
Fa^s happen at a great Diftance, it is impoffible to have a 
pariLcular and diftindt Account of them in a ihort TimCj 
efpecially as it is very much the IntereLl of the SpaniJln Go- 
vernors in America tomifrcprefcnt them, Confidering dicre- 
fore the Julllce and the Uprightneis of bis Catholick Ma- 
jefty's Intention;, confidering hts Friend fliip and good Incli- 
L nations towards us, it would have been wrong in us to make 
peremptory Demands at firft; it would have been wrong in 
us not to anfwer every Objection that was made againll any 
of our DemaJids: On the contnLry, our own Intermit made 
Vol, V. Cc it 
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**^i7?7**'^ ^' i' incumbent upon as to make a full and particular Anfwer 
to every Objedion, in order to convince his Majefty of the 
Juftice of our Demands or Pretenfions ; becaufe, from that 
Convi&ion we had, I hope we ftill have, great Reafon to 
cxpe& full Satisfa^on. 

* Having thus. Sir, laid my Thoughts before you, upon 
the Matter now under our Confideration, and having given 
you my Reafons for not approving of all the Propofitions, the . 
honourable Gentleman has told us he is about to make, I 
ihall now beg Leave to offer an Amendment to his Motion, 
which is. That the firft Part of this Motion fhould ftand as it is 
in thefe Words : * That it is the natural undoubted Right of 

* Britilh Subjeds to foil with their Ships on any Part of the Seas 

* of America, to and fix>m any Part of his Majefty's Domi- 
' nions.* So &r I entirely ^ree with him j but in my O- 
pinion, all that he has propo{«] to follow after theie Words, 
ought to be left out? and inftead thereof, I propofe, that 
thefe Words or Refolutions ought to be inferted, * Th«t 

* the Freedom of Navigation and Commerce, which the 

* Subjcds of Great Britain have an undoubted Right to by 

* the Law of Nations, and which is not in the leaft rc- 

* ftrained by Virtue of any of the Treaties fubfifting be- 

* tween the Crowns of Great Britain and Spain, has been 
' greatly interrupted by the Spaniards,'under Pretences altoee- 
' ther groundlefs and unjuiLThat before and fince theExecution 

* of the Treaty of Seville, and the Declaration made by the 
' Crown of Spain, purfuant thereunto, for the Satisfa£Hbi^ 

* and Security of the Commerce of Great Britain, many 

* unjuft Seizures and Captures have been made, and great 
' Depredations committed by the Spaniards, which have 

* been attended with many Inftances of unheard-of Cru- 

* elty and Barbarity. That the frequent Applications 

* made to the Court of Spain, for procuring Juftice and Sa- 

* tisfa^ion to his Majefty*s injured Suljeds, for bringing 

* the Ofenders to condign Ponifhment, and for preventing 
' the *like Abufes for the future, have proved vain and in- 

* effeftual ; and the fcveral Orders or Cedulas, granted by 
' the King of Spain, for Reftitution and Reparation of 
' great LoiTes fuftained, by the unlawftil and unwarrantable 

* Seizures and Captures made by by the Spaniards, have 

* been difobeyed by the Spanifh Govemon, or totally c- 
' vaded and deluded. And that thefe Violences and Depre- 
' dations have been carried on to the great Lofi and Da- 

* mage of the SubjeAs of Great Britain trading to America, 

* and in dired Violation of the Treaties fnbfifting between 

* the two Crowns.*, 
' I do not know. Sir, if I fhall have the good Luck to 

meet with the Approbation of this Houfej but what I have 

pro- 
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propofed will, m my C^inson, be as flrong a Vindication of ^'*"^i5'i^| 
all the Rights and P/ivilcges now in Difpute between Spain 
and us, as if every one of them had been particularly 
mentioned ; And, I think, it will be a fuEcicnt 
Teilimony of its being the Opinion of this Houfe, that the 
Fads iet forth in the fcvera! Petitiqns now before U5, have 
been fully proved ; and chat we look upon thofe Fa& to be 
fuch as are contrary to the Law of Nations, and to the Treatjo 
fubfifting between the two Crowns. It will likewifc, I 
think, teftify fully to the World, the Refentment of this 
Houfe, againft the Deprediitions that have been committed 
upon our Merchants, and the Cruelties that have been ufed 
towards our Seamen | and that we are refolved not to fuffer 
fuch Pra£Uces to be continued in Time to come, nor to 
allow thofe that are paficd togounpumfhedThis, I think, Sir, 
is the utmoft Length we can go at prefcnt; it is the utmofl 
Length this Houfe ought to go, becaufc it will anfwer all 
the Ends wc can propofe by the moft particular Relolutions j 
and at the (ame Time it will leave Room for putting an 
End to all the Differences between Spain and us, in an 
amicable Manner, which, I have fhewed, would very probably 
be rendered impoflible, in cafe we (hould now come to fucb 
particular Refoluiions, as the honourable Gentleman near 
me has been pleated to propofe : Therefore I hope even the 
honourable Gentleman himfelf will approve of the Amend- 
ment I have offered, to the end tiiai we may appear to be 
unanimous In every Refolution we may come to, upon an 
Affair, which is of fo great an Importance to the Trade and 
Happineia of this Nation, and to the Triinquillity of 
Europe in general.'' 

After this, Mr. Pulteney flood up again, and fpokc to the 
fallowing EWe&. : 

Sir, 
. • 1 find the Debate upon th« Affair now before us, h ut, PsiJmie?^. 
like to take that Turn, which I from theBeginnii^g imagined 
it wottld. After I had opened and explained the feveral 
Rights and Privileges of this Nation* which ought, in my 
Opinion, to be eftablilhed by the Refolutioiw of thss Houfe, 
I (kid, I knew it would not be diredly aJTcrted, that they 
were not worth the Otre of a Britifh Parliament, but fuch a 
Thing I fuppofcd might be infinuated ; and now I find it is 
pretended, they are fo little worth our Care, that there 1$ 
no Occafion for eftabliJhing them particularly and dillinftly, 
but that we may fatisfy ourfelvci with general Words and 
ExpreOions, which, it is faid, will be found as efi^dual, 
M if every one of thefc Right* and Privileges had been di- 
^iii^y Aod pftTticuiarly mentioned antl explained, 
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Aww "• ^^ ^- * After the Experience we have had, for many Yean 
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pail, I em furprized. Sir, to find it even fo much as in- 
finuated, that general Words or Expreflions, in any future 
Treaty, can be fuppofcd to be as effeftual, as particular and 
diftin^ Acknowledgments or Declarations ; and I am equally 
furprized to find it afferted, that this Houfe may, upon this 
third Application, content itfelf with coming to a general 
Refolution. ,. Sir, there is not one of the Rights or Pri- 
vileges, which are afferted in the Propofitions I have now 
ofFered, but what is collected from the general Words of 
former Treaties, and have been confirmed to us over and 
again. Thefe general Words we have, by fad Experience, 
often found to be ineffeftual ; and ihall we again put our 
Truft in that, which we find has fo often deceived us? 
Shall we allow the Freedom of our Commerce, and the 
Properties of our Fellow-SubjeAs, to depend any longer 
upon that, which has for many Years fubjcfted the former to 
continual Interruptions, and has often made the latter a 
Prey to our Enemies ? 

• Thofe Rights, Sir, which depend upon the Law of Na- 
tions, are certainly confirmed by the general Words of every 
Treaty'of Peace and Fricndfl)ip, that can be made between 
two Nations ; and while neither pretends to conteft, or to in- 
croach upon, fuch Rights, both may reft fatisfied with fuch 
general Confirmations : Becaufe a tacit Acquiefcence on one 
Part is generally, and with Reafon, regarded as fufficient Secu- 
rity for the other. But if either of the two begins to con-* 
teft any one of thofe Rights, or to ufurp a Power, that is in- 
confiftent with any of them, it then becomes neceflaiy for the 
other Nation to haye that Right particularly explained, and 
of new eftablifhed, in the moft diftinA and explicit Terms : 
TJiey are bound in Duty to Mankind, as well as to them- 
fejves, to compel the ufurping Nation to pafs from that Pow- 
er, which they have ufurped, and to pafs it from fuch Terms 
as fhall leave no Room for fetting up any fuch Pretence in Time 
to come . Of this Nature are the two firft Rights, which I 
propofed t6 be eftablifhed ; I mean, * That of its being the 

* Right of Britifti Subje£ls, to fail with their Ships on any 

* Part of the Seas of America, to and from any Part of his 

* Majefty's Dominions ; ' and,* Thatof its being the Right 

* of Britifti Subjcfts, to carry in their Ships all Sorts of 

* Goods, Merchandize, or Effefts, from one Part of hisMajef- 

* ty's Dominions, to any other Part of his Majefty's Domi- 

* nious ' Thefe, Sir, are two Rights, which depend upon the 
Law of Nations, and therefore, while neither of them was 
contefted or incroached on by Spain, it was fufiicient for us to 
have them confirmed i>y general Words ; but of late Years-, 
iht Sp:.ni(h Guarda Cofta's have been fo arrogant, that they 
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Jiave utarped a Power of entering in a forcible Manner, And ^"""j",^^* ^' 
fearching every Britilli Ship they meet with in the open Seas 
of America ; ^nd they have Hkewife ufurped a Power of de- 
itermining what fort of Goods, or Merchandize, may be car- 
ried in Britilh Ships, from one Part of Ehc Biitifh Domi- 
nion to another. For this Reafon, it is now become ablb^ 
lately neccilury for us to compel them, either by fair or 
foyl Means, to pafs from both thefe Ufurptions, and to ef- 
tablifti and confirm to us thofc Rights we are intitled to by the 
Law of Nations, not by genera! Words, as formerly, but 
particularly and diftindtly, and in the moft exprcfs and ex- 
plicit Terms. 

, * Then^ Sir, as to ihofe Rights which may be peculiar to 
one Nation, and whidi it nray have acquired, by Occu- 
pancy, Purchafe, Conqueft, or otherwife, the Nation that 
has made nny fuch Acquifition, may at firil reft fadsfied with 
having their Right acknowledged by other Nations in general 
Terms ; but if any neighbouring Nation Ihould begin to con- 
teft their Right, or lltould begin lo interrupt and diflurb them 
in the Poffelfion of a Right they had lawfully acquired, it 
would then be incumbent upon them to have their Right 
particularly, diflinftly, and ex pre fly acknowledged, by that 
Nation at leafl, that had begun to contcfl their Right, or 
djfturb their Po{fcffion. To spply this. Sir, to the two lall 
Rights I piopoicd to be eftabUihed : It is well known, that we 
hnve long lince acquired a Right to make Settlements in the 
Province of jucatan, and to cut Logwood in the neighbouring 
Bay ot Campechey; and it is likewllc well known,t]iat we have 
long fince acqiiircii a Right to gather Salt in the Jibndof Tor- 
"^tuga^. Thofe Rights we not only acquired by a lawful Ti- 
tle at firfl, but they have fince been oftentimes acknowledged 
and confirmed to us by the Crown of Spain, in as expref* 
Terms, as they can be, by general Words or Claufcs, in any 
future Treaty, While Spain did not pretend to comrovert 
thfm, or to difturb us in the Poffeflion, it was fufficient to 
have them confirmed by general Words, in thofc Treaties 
that were made between the two Nations j but of late Years, 
Spain has not only begun to controvert thefe Rights, but has 
ailually diflurbed ns in the Poffeflion, by feizing our Ships, 
and murdering or maltreating our Seamen, for no other R«a- 
fon, but becaufe they were found in the Exercife of thofe 
Rights, which belonged to them as Subjeas of the Crown of 
Great Britain. We cannot therefore now fatisfy ourfelves 
with having fuch Rights acknowledged in general Terms : 
If we ever come to any Treaty with that Nation, we ought 
to have both of them particularly and cxprefly acknow- 
ledged. Thi,"!, I lay, Sir, we ought to have j this wc will 
Jiavf, if we trcarupon an cqaal Footing, and ibew sl 
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teMficcft. II. due Regard to the Honour and Trade of our native Coun" 
""''■ try. * 

* Every one muft grant. Sir, that we have as good Right 
to cut Logwood in the Bay of Campechey, and gather Salt on 
the Ifland of Tortugas, as we hslve to the Ifland of Jamai6i : 
The former has been as often confirmed as the latter, by the 
general Words of the Treaties fubfifting between us and 
Spain. But the Difference at preient is, that the former has 
been of late not only contefted but invaded, whereas^ our 
Right to Jamaica has not of late been openly contefted, nor 
our Pofleffion difturbed, I am glad it has not ; for I am con- 
vinced, that thofe who are fo fond of Peace, as for its fake 
to give up our Right to cutLogwood in the Bay of Campechey, 
and gather Salt in the Ifland of Tortguas, would likewife 
for the fame Reafon have givtfn up the Ifland of Janiaica, if 
the Spaniards had revived their Pretentions to that Ifland, 
and had infilled upon its being reftored, as one of the Pre- 
liminaries. 

' Thus, Sir, I have ihewn that, if we judge by Experience, 
we can put no farther Truft in general Words or Expreffions j 
and I have alfo fliewn that, from the Nature of Things, 
we cannot now reft iatisfied with general Acknowledgments or 
Declarations. If we have any Regard for the Honour or 
Trade of this Nation, if we have any Regard for the Lives, 
the Liberties, or the Properties of our Fellow-Subjeds, we 
anoft infift that, in any future Treaty to be made between 
the two Nations, every one of the Rights or Privileges now 
in difpute, fliall be particularly and di^indly acknowledged i 
And if this be the Cafe, what Harm can there be in our com- 
ing to a diftind and feparate Refolution with refpeA to every 
one of the R^hts I have mentioned ? But this is not all. Sir : 
If this had been the firft TinM any Application had been 
made to us, againft the Infults and Depr^ations of the Spa- 
niards ; if this had been the firll Time we had found it necef- 
iuy to come to any Refolution upon that Head ; there would 
be fome Pretence for faying, we ought to reft fatisfied with a 
general Refolution : It might perhaps.be fuppofed, that fuch' 
a general Refolution as the honourable Gentlosian near me has 
been pleaied to propoie,would be fuffident for procuring a Re- 
medy for thofe £vil8,our injured Countrymen complain of; but 
we have twice already come to fuch a general Refolution ; we 
have twice already found that fuch a general Refolution ha& 
proved altogether inefie(d;ual| and therefore we are now 
both in Honour and Duty bound to think of fome other 
Method, for giving Relief to thofe who, we find, have fo juftly 
complained. Even the Refolutions I have propofed, may 
prove ineftedual : I am aAraid they wiil» even though they 

were 
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wetft mach mftre exprefe and ftrong than they are, unlsfs we 
alter our ConduS: i bat furcly, the Icaft we can do, upon thh 
third Application, is, to endeavour to vindiute and eJlabUfh^ 
by the Refolutbns of this Honfe, thofe Rights, which the 
Spaniards have fo Jong dared to difpute with us, and whidi 
h^ve fo long given them a Handle for plundering our Mer- 
chants, and cruelly ufing our Seamen, 

* Thefc Rights, it is trucj Sir, are not difputed by any of 
our own SubjcAi ; chough I do not know, but there may be 
fome, who, for their own fel/ifli Ends, wo old be glad to give 
every one of them up. I fhall likewifc grant* t^at we cannot 
pretend to bind or fereclofe Foreigners, at Icaft in a legal 
Manner, by any of our Determinations or Refolutions ; but 
if either of thefe were a good Reafon for our not coming lo 
the Refolution T have propofed, there would be no Occafion for 
our coming to any Refolution at all, relating to the Affair now 
before m, h there anySubJefl in the BritilhDominionj.thatfays^ 
dares iay, that our Merchants have not been plundered, 
and our Seamen maltreated, by the Spaniards in America? 
J>cies any Subjeft of Great Briiain fay that a proper Satisfac- 
tion has yet been obtained for the Infulta and Injuries, 
that have been put upon us ? What Occafion can we then 
have, according to the honourable Gcntlcman^s Way of Rea- 
foning, for coming to any Refolutions, for afcertaining the 
Truth of Fa^, which none of our own Subjeds doubt of? 
For, with regard to Foreigner', we can as little pretend to 
bind or foredofc them, with refpcfl to the Truth of 
Fafts, m we can pretend to bind or foreclofe them with 
refpeft to the Juftice or Validity of any Right we pre- 
tend \o- Therefore, if this Argument were of any 
Weight, there would be as little Reafon for our coming to 
the Refolution the honourable Gentleman has beea plea- 
fed to propofe, as for oar coming to any one of the Refolutions 
I have mentioned. 

* But in the Cafe now before uj. Sir, we are not to come to 
Refolution? with a Defign to determine abfoktcly any Mat- 
ter of Right* or to foreclofe either our own Countrymen or 
Foreigners. The Defign of our Refolutions ought to be, to 
fhew Doth to our own Countrymen and Foreigners, that we 
•re reiolved to vindicate and adcrt, to the lafl Drop of our 
filood, thofe Rights, which we think belong to us ; and that 
both our own Countrymen and Foreigners may know, what 
we look upon as the undoubted Rights and Privileges of the 
Nation, thofe, at leaft, which are now oontefled, ought to 
be particularly and expreily eftablifhed by the Relblutioiw we 
mretocome to upon this Occafion, This, Sir, will have * 
Bood EiftA upon Foreigners, as ¥»cll iiour own Countrymen. 
If there be any among the Utter, who think they may fa- 
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*^ " t!** "' crifice the Honour and Intereft of the Nation, to their own 
K.^^'^^^^'S^ Eafe and Security, by giving up all or any of the Rights now 
in Difpute between Spain and us, or by allowing them to be 
any longer incroached on or violated, they will from thence 
fee, that they muft exped the utmoft Refentment and Indig- 
dignation of this Houfe ; and if 'any Foreigners, particularly 
the Spaniards, have been, by our late pacifick Condud, led 
into a Belief, that we dare not vindicate our known Rights 
and Privileges, fuch Refolutions will (hew them, that, how- 
ever pacifick, or rather puiillanimous, fome People amongft 
us may be, however much afraid fome may be of a War, the 
Nation itfelf is neither become pullllanimous, nor is the 
Parliament of Great Britain atfraid of a War, when it be- 
a>mes neceflary for preferving the Trader or vindicating 
the Honour of the Nation. This will make the Court of 
Spain ferioufly confider the Confequences of an open Rup- 
ture with this Nation ; and if they do, I am fure they will 
give us full Satisfaction aftd Security, rather than come t6 
an open Rupture, unlefs they have got a greater Advantage 
fi^m our late Negociations and Condud, uan is yet general- 
ly feen through. 

* I fhall not pretend. Sir, to know, or even to guefs at, thft 
prefent Syftem of Politicks in Europe : It has been of late fo 
entirely turned topfx-turvy,and fo little of our foreign Politicks 
ihave been communicated to this Houfe, that no Geintleman 
can fay he has any Knowledge of them, if he knows no more 
than what he has learned by being a Member of this Houfe ; 
but this I may venture to fay, that if we confider and com- 
pare the two Kingdoms of Great Britain and Spain only, and 
the refpe&ive Power of each, even as it ftands at prefent, we 
can have no Reafon to be afraid of a War with Spain, nor 
can they have Reafon to expeft any Triumphs over us. In- 
deed, if the political Affairs of Europe have been negotiated 
into fuch a Syftem, that Spain is now provided with powerful 
Allies, ready to fuppoit them in all their Pretenfions upon 
us, and this Nation not provided with any one Ally, whofc 
Afliftance we can depend on, even in defending our juft 
Rights and Privileges, we may have fome Reafon for con- 
tinuing to fubmit tamely to the moft cruel Indignities, rather 
than come to an open Rupture ; but if this be our unfortunate 
Cafe, which God forbid ! I wifh fome of thofe Gentlemen, 
who know fomething of the prefent Syftem of Politicks in 
Europe, would rife up and make us acquainted with our un- 
lucky Circumftances, before we proceed to do any Thing, 
that may render them worfe. In fuch a Cafe, I ftiall admit, 
we ought to be extreamly cautious of doing any Thing, that 
9iay tend towards involving the Nation in a War ; but if 

thi» 



p\ 



f an ) 
this be our Cafe, if we cannot extricate tKe Nation out of *"*? ",^' 
► thofe DiffjcuUics It labours nnder at preftnt, I am fure we * ■ 

ought to deliver it from the Counlellors who have brought k 
into thofej Difficulties ; and for that Purpofe, wc ought to enter 

I into £.n Enquiry very different from that we have been upon, 
and we ought to come to Refokuons very dlffL-rcnt fjom 
any that have been pro po fed. 
* But I have the Flealure to think, Sir, that this is far from 
being our Cafe at prefeot ; becaufe, if the Nation were in 
inch a melancholy Situation, i: wouU be abfolutely necef* 
fary to reveal it to this Houfe, upon the prefent Occafion ; 
and 3£ feveral Gentlemen arootigll us, tnuft be acquainted 
with it, I am perfutdeJ they have a greater Regard for 
their native Country, than to conceal what is now i'o necef- 
fary for us to know. I am ctJtivinced, fomc of them would 
have hid our Ctrcumftanccs fully beforcJus, whatever might 
have been the Confequences, either with refpcS to thera- 
felves or Friends. I cannot therefore fuggeft to mylelf the 
leaft Shadow of Reafon, why we ought to be fo mudi 
^afraid of a War, as to accept of, or agree to, any future 
f Treaty, that does not in the motl efi^eflual Manner I'ecurc to 
us the Poflefiion of thofe Right?, which have been lately 
contefted. We have, *tis true, been told, tJiat Spain may 
think it jnconfiftent with the Honour of their Crown, to 
make any cxprcfs and particular Declarations, SJr, this 
Honour can at bell be faid to be but an imaginary one : Buc 
jfuppoie it othcrwife, they ou^hc to have confidered this, 
, before they began to conteil any of thofe Points with us j 
for their very iSrting that Difpute makes it inconfiftent with 
the Honour of the Crown of Great Britain, to accept of 
any general Acknowledgments for the future, at iea.lt with 
ncfpett to thofe Rights they have dared to contell i and I 
hope this Houfc will never hetitatc upon the Alternative, 
whether the Imaginafy Honour of the Crown of Spain, 
or the re«l Honour of die Crown of Eritjiin, ^ fbould be 
fupix>rted; Nor wdl this Nation, I hope, ever be in fuch 
Circumftanocs, as to be under a Nccefliry of wounding its 
own Honour, in the moft fenliblc Part, for the Sake of 
avoiding a War with Spain, or with aiiiy other Power in 
Euwpe. 

* For this Reafon, Sir, we have no Occafion to avoid 
coming to particular Rcfolutioni, for fear of tying up the 
Hftnds of our Negociators. On the contrary, it h one 
of the Itrongeft Argument for our coming to a particular 
Refolation, with refpcd to every Right now in Difpute 
between Spain and us^ for of late Yea^rs, our Negociatori 
fcera to have minded the Forms and Ceremonies of treating 
between fovereign Powcn, more than the Subftaotiali -, and 
Vot, V. P d thejrefere,- 
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*™«jjjy^' "• therefore, if, in the prefent Cafe, no particular Direaion* 
be given them by this Houfe, I am afraid thejr will accept 
of fuch general Acknowledgments or Declarations, as will 
make thofc Rights more difputable and precarious than ever 
they were, heretofore. I am far from thinking, that our 
ceming to particular Refolutions, or our obliging thofe who 
may be hereafter employed to negotiate for us, to infift 
upon fiaving thofe Rights now in Difpute particularly ac- 
knowledged and confirmed, will make a War unavoidable ; 
becaufe, I believe, if the Court of Spain be once fully con- 
vinced, that nothing leis will fatisfy us, they will agree to 
fuch particular Acknowlegments, rather than come to an 
open Rupture : But they will certainly wave and put off agree- 
ing to any fuch, as long as they think we will bear with it ; 
Ix^ufe, in the mean Time, they will every now and then 
be getting fomething by the Plunder of out Merchants ; and 
as our Minifters have, I think, already allowed them to dal- 
ly with us too long upon this Head, I hope this Houfe will 
now interpofe, in order not only to convince th? Spaniards, 
that nothing wUl fatisfy this Nation, but a particular Ac- 
knowledgment of every Right they have taken upon them 
to difpute, and to convince the Miniflry that a Britifh Parlia- 
ments are better Negotiators than themfelves. 

•* But fuppofe, Sir, that the Spaniards, by prefuming upon 
our Weaknefs, Timidity, or bad Conduft, ihould abfolutely 
Tefuie to come to any particular Settlements with us ; will any 
Man &y, that for the Sake of avoiding a War, we ought to 
accept of a Treaty or Convention, from which we can expefl: 
no Satis&ftion for pail Injuries, nor Security againft future ? 
The Treaty of Seville may convince every Man, that we 
can expeA nothing from generalAcknowledgments, or general 
Promiies ; From that Treaty, we were told, I believe I have 
an hoqpurable Gentleman now in my Eye who affirmed it in 
tiiis Kouie, that the Nation was to reap great Advantages ; but 
I know of no Man in the Kingdom, 'that has as yet found any 
Advantages from that Treaty, unlefs it be the Commiflarie* 
and their Attendants ; and if our Minifters fliould now pro- 
cure, or accept of, fuch another Treaty, as that of Seville, I 
hope they will pardon me, if I think, tlut they will do a no- 
table Injury to their Country, inflead of doing it a Piece of 
«)od Service. I have as great a Regard as the Honourable 
Gentleman can have for our Spanilh, Italian, and Turkey 
Merchants ; but our fufiering our America Trade to be ruin'd, 
is not the way to protect them. I am a&aid Sir, that, if we fhall 
lofc our American Trade, the Ballance of Trade to all other 
Countries will be very much againft us ; I wilh it is not fo 
now. 

There- 
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* Therefore, for the fake of our other Merchants trading to ^^^^".^ "" 
the Mediteranean and Levant, I thiuk^ we ought to iniiti Itren- 
uoufly upon the Protedion of our Merchants, and the FtxctJom 
of our Navigation, in. il] Parts of the World ; forifweallcw 
our Merchants to be plundered, and our Navigation interruptttl 
in any one Part of the World, our Fate will loon come to be 
the fanic in every other Part of World i and even in the Me- 
diterranean, as well as the Aniericao Seas, the Spaniards have 
of kte begun to make more free wirh the Britiih Flag, thaji 
ever they, or any other Nation, durft do in Times pajT. Let 
no Gentleman therefore pretend, that his Regard for our 
Rierciiants trading to one Part of the World, ought to prevail 
with him to allow our Merchants trading to any other Part of 
of the World, to be plunder^ and abufed. 

* Sir, \z is to oar Trade and Navigation we owe the Whole 
of our Riches, Power, and Splendor. Before we had any Trade 
or Navigation, this Ifland was Jittle better than a Defart j and 
if we CvoulJ aJlow both to be dellroyed, it will be foon reduc- 
ed to its former Condition. The extenfive Trade and Na- 
vigation we now have, is not fo much owing to our Situation, 
which has always been the fame, as to the great Care wc 
have taken in thefe latter Ages, that our Merchants and Sea- 
men ihould meet with fefcty and Rcfpc^ in all Parts of the 
World* Our great King Edward IIL fticwed fuch a Regard 
for our Trade and Navigation, that upon a Complaint from. 
our Merchants, of their having been plundered by the Spa- 
nilh Pyrates or Guarda Cofta'a of thole J^ys, he immediatel/ 
fitted out a Fleet, and went in Perfon to revenge the Depre- 
dation* that> had been committed upon his Subjeds j by 
which be reftored the Freedom oi our Commerce, and added 
2 Naval Triumph, to the many Triumphs he had before ob- 
tained at Land. The Proteflion of Trade and Navigation 
hai always been one of the chiefC0ncernsof3.il great King3 and 
all wife Natiom. Even the Romans, who could never m faid 
to be a trading People, ihewcd a great Regard for it, as ap- 
pears from the Reproof Cicero gave them in hisB^ys, for 
Ncglefting to fuppneli the PytaXes, and to aJlert the Honour of 
their Flag, 

* His Words, Sir, upon that Occafton, are fo applicable to 
this Nation at prefeot, that 1 ftiall beg IJcave to repeat them, 

* Id advifi^ng his Countrymen to fupport the Caufe of their 
injured Merchants, in his Oration for the Maniliin Law, 
among maay other beautiful KxprelEoiis, he make* iifc 
of the following ; Major ei 'VtJIrifieptt Mercatsii&utf at Na- 
^giiuiatmihui mjttrUjitts traflatiSf btlla. gtjferunt, — —^uare tr/- 
itU^ ftum dutUatrdum fw&ijjjtf em>iijlu?ia mJ id Btllum mcum' 
iiite^ tM ^m Gisitia N&tainif *vf/Iti, Sstui Seelorum^ Veiii^atia 
fifO^iiOMf Biriun0 piurmemm Ci'vmtnt cumRtpabika dtfenduntur 



'( 214 ) 
^^iltj-^' " '^^i^t^ «*» «' »V/««i pukherrimum fulty tantam vobis Intperii 
- ' Ghriam rtUncfuere^fie vobis turpijjimum /(/, iUud, quod accefijiis, 
tutri ^ eonfervare nmpojfe. 

« Thefe are Words, Sir, which no true Englifliman will 
ever forget ; and I am ferry to fay, that I think there is too 
much Occafion for enforcing the Remembrance of them at 
pre(ent. We have been negotiating and treating with Spain 
for thefe twenty Years, about nothing that I know of, un- 
]efs it was about Reparation and Security for our Merchants ; 
^nd yet, during that whole Time, they have been plundering 
and abufmg our Merchants, almoft without IntermifTion. 
If a Nation^s being fubjeA to daily Infults and Injuries is not 
a Circumftance, that ought to make it peremptory in its De- 
mands, I am fure no Circumftance can. This has been our 
Cafe for many Years, and will be our Cafe, till Spain 
\>c made to acknowledge, in the moft exprefs and particular 
Terms, every one of thofe Rights they now pretend to 
difpute. Ought not this to make us peremptory in our De- 
mands ? Ought not it to have made us peremptory long ago? 
... iSir, if we had peremptorily infilled upon full Satisfac- 
tion and Reparation, for the very firft Injury that was offer- 
ed ns, I may venture to affirm, we fhould never have been 
expofed to a fecond. Kay, if we confider that our Infults and 
Injuries, were infliAcd without any Ceremony, we ought to 
have ufed as little Ceremony in the revenging them; and to 
have taken SatisfaAion, without being at any great Pains to 
demand it. But | hope Sir, that is not even yet too 
late. 

* This was what Oliver Cromwell did in a like Cafe, that 
happened during his Government, and in a Cafe where a 
more powerful Nation was concerned than ever Spain could 
pretend to. In the Hiftories of his Time we are told, that an 
Englilh Merchant- Ship was taken in the Chops of the Chan- 
nel, carried into St Maloes, and there confifcated upon fome 
groundlefs Pretence. As foon as the Maifter of the Ship, 
who, we are told, was an honefl Quaker, got home, he pre- 
fented a Petition to the Proteftor in Council, fetting forth his 
Cafe, and praying for Redrefs. Upon hearing the Petition, 
the Proteftor told his Council, he would take that Affair 
upon himfelf, and ordered the Man to attend him next Morn* 
ing. He examined him finely as to all the Circumftanceiof 
his Cafe, and finding by his Anfwen that he was a plain, ho? 
Deft Man, and that lie had been concerned in no unlawful 
Trade, he asked him, If he could go to Paris with a Letter ? 
The Man anfwered, he could. Well then, fays the Protec- 
tor, prepare fory our Journey, and pome to me to-morrow 
Morning. Next Morning he gave him a Letter to Cardinal 
\Azzzt'mej and told him he f^i^ ftay but three Days for an 

Anfwer, 
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Anfwcr. The Anfwcr I mean. Sir, fays he, is, the full Va- 
lue of what you might have made of your Ship and Cargo ; 
aiu] tell the Cardinal, that if it is not paid you in three Days, 
you iiave exprefs Orders from mc to return home. The ho- 
I neil, blunc Quaker, we may fuppoie, followed hij Inftruc- 
tjons to a TittJe ; but the CardinaJ, accorUtog to the Manner 
of Minifters wheo they are any way pre fled, began lo fliufflc ; 
therefore the Quaker returned* as he was bid. As foon as 
the Pnotettor hw him, he aikcd, Well, Friend* have you 
gpt your Money ? And upon the Maii*a anfwering he had 
mot, the Proteftor told him. Then leave your Direftion with 
ray Secretary, and you ihall foon hear from mc. Upon this 
Occaiion, timt great Man did not itay to negotiate^ or to ex- 
plain, by long tedious Memorials, the Reafonablenets of his 
Demand. No, Sir, tho' there was a French Miniftcr refid- 
, ing here, he did not fo much as acquaint him with the Su>- 
I ry, but immediately fent a Man of War or two to the Chan- 
\ nel, with Orders to fcize every French Ship they could 
' meet with. AccordingJy, they returned in a few Days with 
two or three French Prizes, which the Prote£feor ordered to 
be immediately fold, and out of the Produce, he paid the 
Quaker what he demanded for the Ship and Cirgo ; Then 
he fent for the French Minifter, gave him an Account of 
what had happened, and told him there was a Balance, which 
if he plea fed, iliould be paid in to him, to the end that he 
might deiiver it to thofe of his Countrymen, who where the 
Owners of the French Ships, that had been fo taken and 
fold. 

* This, Sir, was Oliver Cromweir s Manner of Negoclating i 

this was the Method he took for obtaining Reparation : And 

what was the Confequence ? It produced no War between 

the two Nifions : No, Sir^ it made the French Government 

terribly afraid of giving him the leail Offence i and while he 

lived, they took ipecial Care that no lajary ihould be done 

to any Subjc^ of Great-Britain. This Ihcwa, ihit Oliver 

Cromwell had a Genius and a Capacity for Government j and 

however unjufty he acquired his Power, it is certain that this 

Nation was ai much rcipeiEled abroad, and flourithed as much 

ait home, under his Government, as it ever did under any 

Govbrnment : But when a Nation has the Misfortune to have 

a Man fet at the Head of her Affairs, who knows nothing of 

' Foreign, who knows nothing but the little low Detail of Of- 

I ficci, and has neither Capacity or Knowledge beyond what 

j can tjualify him for being a Clerk in the Treafury, or fome 

other publick Office, it is then no wonder to fee that Nation 

j defptfed and infultcd abroad, and diflatisfied, mutinous, and 

I i^jJiUQiis at home. 
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* I wifli. Sir, thofc who have now the Direfiion of our 
Negociatioi<l abroad, woald afTume, if poffible, a little of 
the Spirit and G>urage of Oliver Cromwell. He had as 
powerful a Party to ftruggle with at home, as ever any Mi- 
nifier had ; but he never allowed the Dang^ he was in firom 
that Party, to deter him from vindicating, npon all Occa- 
£oD9, the Honour and Intereft of his Country abroad. He 
kad too much good Senfe to manage in fuch a pufiUanimous 
Manner ; for he knew that fuch Management would have 
increafed the Party againft him, and would have made them 
mare daring, as well as more numerous. If our prefent 
N^ociators, or thofe who have the Dired:icn of our Nego- 
ciations, take Example by him, I am fure they will not ac- 
cept of any general Acknowledgments ojr Promifes; and 
therefore there can be no Danger in our agreeing to the 
particular Refolutions I have propofed. But I am afraid. 
Sir, they will not. I am afraid they will, for the Sake of 
patehing up a Peace, accept of fuch Terms as will rather be 
a new Affront to the Nation, than an Atonement for the In- 
Iblti and Injuries we have fufFered. From the Refolution 
the honourable Gentleman has been pleafed to propofe, (for 
I deny, it to be an Amendment to mine, unlefs we judge of 
Refirfutions or Motions, as we judge of Men of War,J we 
snay fee what he thinks will be a fi&cient Acknowledgment 
of the Rights now in Difpute between Spain and us : He 
has refervttl only what I may call one Beam, or one Plank, 
of what I propofed} he has referved only the firft two or 
three Sentences, and this, he has told us, will, in his O- 
pinion, be as ftrong a Vindication of all the Rights and 
Privileges, now in Difpute between Spain and us, as if 
every one of them had been particularly mentioned .1 confefs. 
Sir, the Words he propofes to referve, may be fome Sort of 
general Acknowledgment of the firft two Rights I propofed 
to be eftabliflied, by the Refolutions of this Houfe; but 
but how they can be called an Acknowledgment of 
the lafl two, I cannot comprehend. The Words are, 
' That it is the natural and undoubted Right of Britifh 
' Snbjeds, to fail with their Ships, on any Part of the Seas 
• of America, to and from any Part of his Majefty's Do- 
.< minions.* For God's Sake, Sir, how is it polfible to ima- 
gine, that thefe Words can any Way relate to our Right of 
cutting Logwood in the Bay of Campechey, or to our Right 
ef gathering Salt in the Ifland of Tortugas ? It is impoiiible ' 
to, imagine any fuch Thing ; and therefore, if we agree to 
what he has oflered, it may be fuppofed, that we have left 
our Negotiators at Liberty, to make a Sacrifice of thofe 
(wo valuable RighEs to thpir own Eafe and Security, 
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*• Bat with refpeflt. Sir, even to the firft two RigheSp whldi 
mZ propofcd to be paTticubrly eftablifhed, what Security can 
pfc have from fuch a general Acknowledgment, more thaa 
KC have a: pltfent? Suppofe thefeWords^ which are, by 
he honourable Gentleman's Propofiiion, to be the only 
IWords thAt relate to any of oar Rights in America or clfe- 
vhere; I lay» Sir, fuppofe thefe Words *dre fled up in the 
Porm of an Article in a fcture Treaty, tiicy would thea 
'and thus; * His Catholick Majefty ackjaowledgea and de- 
clares, that it is the natural and undoubted Right of the 
Br itifli Subjects, to fail with their Ships on any Part of 
the Seas of America, to and from any Part of his Bri- 
tannicic Majefty*s Dominions,' Now let us compare rhia 
cw Security for the Freedom of our Commerce, with that 
vhich we have already, by Treaties now fubfifting betweea 
he two Crowns. By the 15 th Artide of the Treaty of 
^1670, it h exprefly declared, * That the Freedom of Com- 
• mercc ihall not be interrupted by no Manner of Meajis* 
nor under any Pretence of Prehe mi nencej,Right,or Signiory^ 
which either Party claims in the Weft Indies, or in a.iiy 
Part of America.* And by the 6th Article of the Treaty 
pf Utrecht, it is exprcfly declared, ' That as the Subjefts 
of tlieir Miijellics are to enjoy on both Sides an entire, 
fecure, and onmoIeRed Uie and Liberty of Navigation 
and Commercej as long as the Peace and Friendfhip, en- 
tered into by their Majellies, and their Crowns, Ihall con- 
tinue; fo likewife their Majefties have provided, that the 
faid Subjefts fhall not be deprived of that Security, for any 
little Difercnce which may poffibly arife ; but that they 
{hall, on the contrary, enjoy all the Benefits of Peace, untU 
War be declared between the two Crowns.' From thi& 
Compsrifon, can any Man fay, that this new Security, 
ifhich is all the honqurabk Gentleman feems to propofe foe 
will be any Way n»ore extenfivr, or more explicit, or 
'more efFeiftual, than the Security we have already? Can 
this Houfe then propofe, that the Nation (hould now content 
ttfelf with a Renewal only of that Security, which by dear- 
DUght Experience, we have found to be no Security at all. 
* Sir, I infill upon it, that fuch a general Acknovvledg- 
lient or Declaration, would be fo &r from being a Secu- 
Ejity, that it wouJd be nothing like a Determination of the 
Briodpal Affair now in Dilute between Spain and Ui, 
lis Catholick Majefty never pretended, that Britilh 
tibjcfts have not a Right to lail with their Ships oa 
ny Part of the open Seas of America i nor do wc pre- 
that we have a Right to fail to and traffick in the 
tiSt, "^liavens, or Places poilciled by the Spaaiards 






( «»8 ) 

*^x7n3?**"* ^^ America, any farther than is allowed as by the 
Affiento Contra&. Bat the King of Spain pretends, that,in 
order to difcover whether any of our Ships have been failing 
to and trafficking with his SulijeAs in America, he' has a 
Right to enter and fearch oar Ships upon the open Seas ; and 
that, if upon fuch a Search it be found, that they have any 
of thofe Goods on Board, which he {ays can be found no 
where but in his Dominions in that Part of the World, it is 
a fall Proof that they have been carrying on an illicit Trade 
with his Subjects, and that therefore he has a Right to feize 
and confifcate the Ship and Cargoe. On the contrary, we 
contend, and with Juftice contend, that he has no Right to 
iearch any Briti(h Ship on the open Seas, either in America 
or elfewhere ; but that in all Cafes, and in all Seas, if a 
Spanifli Ship of War, or Guarda Cofta, meets a Britifh Ship 
at Sea, the Spanifli Ship is by the 14th Article of the Treaty 
of 1667, * not to coAie within Cannon Shot of the Britifh 

* Ship, but (hall fend their long Boat or Pinnace to the 

* Britiih Ship, with only two or three Men on board, to 

* whom the Mafter or Owner fhall fliew his Paffports and 

* Sea-Letters, whereby not only the Ship's Lading, but the 

* Place to which flie belongs, and as well Mafter and 

* Owner's Name, as the Name of the Ship, may appear ; 

* by which means the Quality of the Ship, and her Mafter or 

* Owner ; will be fufficiently known, as alfo the Commo- 

* ditics (he carries, whether they be contraband or not, to 
' the which FalTports and Sea-Letters intire Faith and 

* Credit ftiall be given/ 

* And fuppofing. Sir, it fliould appear, by the Britiftl Ship's 
Paflports and Sea Letters, that fhe is failing to or from any 
Spaniih Port, and has prohibited Goods on Board ; by the 
15th Article of the fame Treaty, * Thofe prohibited Goods 

* only are to be feized or confifcated, and not the other 
' G(K>ds ; neither (hall the Delinquent incur any other Pu- 

* nifliment, except he carry out from the Dominions of 

* ^in any Gold or Silver, wrought or unwrought.* Or, 
fappofing it (hould appear by the Britifh Ship's Pailix>rts 
and Sea-Letters, that (he is bound to a Port belonging to 
fome Power, then at War with the King of Spain,and has con- 
contrand Goods; by the z^i Article of the fame Treaty, 
' Such Goods only fhall be taken out and confifcated ; but 

* for this Reafon the Ship, and the other fi-ee and allowed 

* Commodities, which fhall be found therein, fhall in no 

* wife be either feized or confifcated.' 

* I muft obferve, Sir, that this Treaty of 1667, ^^ * 
general Treaty, which comprehended America as weH as 
every other Part of the World ; therefore the Methods 
thereby efUbliflied, for vifiting our Ships at Sea, ought to 
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oliferved m tic American Sc^s, as well as; tie Me^Iter- AtBoitG«.«. 
Iiancan, B^y of Bifcay, or any odicr open Sea; and I rnuH 
I likewise obfervc, thit tlio* hy this Treaty \V9 go? m f^r- 
laniiEon to trade with the SDapifti PIat»tition5 ia America at 
fthc Weft Indies, yet wc did noit by that Treaty, lay our- 
rfelves under aJ>y cxprcfa Obli^tiou not to trade with tbein j 
lyfe did tiot lay oiirfclves under any fgcl^ Obligation, tl\\ 
ftiie Year J 670 ; fo that tfae Spamards have no Right cither 
rto fcarch or fnir-e our Ships, hut what they have hy ;htt 
iJLaw of Nations, or what they got hy the Treaty of 1670* 
■By the Law of Nations, they have no Right to fearch or 
Ifclie any Ship, unjefs* fhe be found wiihm fome Part of 
Itheir Dominions 1 therefore they have no Right to fearch oi 
wicize any of our Ships, upon any P^rt of the open Seas of 
liAmerica. And by the Treaty of 1670, we abliged our- 
Jfelvc* only not to navigate or traffick in the Havens and 
IPIaces. that are in the PoffeiEon of the Catholick King in tht 
I Weil Indies i therefore, ae the open Seas of America are 
Pilot, as vvp ai,n never allow them, or any Part of thenij to 
|l>c in hb Poileflion, he can have no Right, by thatTrcat)^ 
[to fcarch, much lefs to feiae, any of our Siiips, thai aie 
[■filing upon the open Seas of America. 

* On the contrary t Sir, by the Artides of the Treaty of 
1667, the Spa*nifh Men of War and Guarda Cafia*« are cx- 
jprefly, and very particularty. obligFd not to come within 
ICinnon Shot of any Britiflt Sblp GiiTjcg upon the open Seas | 
[and if they have a Mind to vilit or fee the PaHports or Se&- 
I Letters cf any fachShip, they arc cxpre fly obliged not tc» 
lifer d ; or three Men on Baard tor chat Purpofe i and 

1 to th; *i and Sea Letters they . arc efxpreily obliged to 

[•give xh and Crcfjiitj which laJl Wordi cut olf 

le^'eTy , they can hive, for milking a Search j an4 

[by the very Nature of the Thing, thty can feiac no Goodi, 
I tvcn of tljofe that arc mentioned in the Bill* of Lading, 
I iinlcfs the Ship be bound to or from fomc Port of Spain, or 
I to fome Porr belonging to the King of Spin's declared Enc- 
Ijnies; hecauic fhe can h&vc fo Goods on Board tlut caO| 
Vhy the 5paniard5^ be cnlled prohibited, nnleia Ihe be bound tg 
|«r from iome of their Ports; am fhc can have no coiKrnban4 
joods on Board, unlefs ibe, be bound to a Port poiTeilcd hf 
\ their Enemies, Nay, even in thefe two Cafes, they cannot 
I J»retc'uj to make Priie of S' ' ' '^y ca^ isiae aiid 

1 ^nfifcscconly thofeCioodi, ^ orcontuUind* 

I * From what I have fa id, ijir, tJic injuUiceof tJicKiagof 
I ^pain'i Freienfions muft evidently appear. It muft appear 
t evident, ti«t he has no Right to fcardi any of our Ships fall- 
[i|ig apoii the open Seas of America 1 and much leG has iic » 
|]^ight to liuut and prdcribe, what Sort of Good^ liicy fhall 
^larry from one Part of the Britifh Dominions, to another or 
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'"""KirS" to detcimihc, that their carrying anyone Sort of -GobdiB, 
fliall be a Proof of their having bees carrying on an illicit 
Trade with his Subje^ in America. Thefe are Ufurpations 
lately fet up in dire^ Oppofition to the Law of Nations, and 
notwichftanding the general Acknowledgment of a free Cbm- 
merce and Navigation, fo often and fo folemnly repeated, in 
the Treaties now fubfrfting between OS ; and thefe, Sir, are 
Ufurpations which they have fet up, under the falfe and 
fi'ivolons Pretence, that fuch Pra£Uces are not inconitllent 
with the Freedom of Commerce or Navigation, and there- 
fore not contrary to the general Acknowledgments and De- 
clarations contained in thofe Treaties. Doe5 not this fliew, 
Sir^ that a general Acknowledgment of our Right to fail on 
any Part of the Seas of America, will not determine the 
QueiUon in Difpute between us ? Does not it Ihew, that 
fuch a general Acknowledgment will leave us as much liable 
to Infuits and Depredations, after it is obtained, as we have 
been for thefe twenty Years paft ? Therefor^, we ought, we 
muft ittfift upon having thefe Ufurpations given up and paiT- 
cd from, in the moft particular, exprefs, and explicite Terms ; 
otherwife we muft give up our Trade and our Plantations, not 
only in the Inlands, but alfo upon the Continent of America ; 
and if we arc fo cowardly as to give up fuch a valuable Branch 
of our Commerce, I will foretel, that we muft foon give up, 
not only our Turkey, Italian, and Spanifti Trade, but alfo 
ourTrsbde to Portugal and the Coafts of Africa; for the fame 
Pretences may be fet up for fearching and feizing our Ships 
in the Mediterranean, BayofBafcay, and African Seas, as 
are now let up for fearching our Ships in the open Seas of 
America: Nay, I am convinced, Spain, or fome other of 
our Neighbours, will foon fet up the fame Pretences for 
xuinine our Trade in the Eaft-Indies. 

• I have been the more particular. Sir, upon this Sub- 
jeffc, and have taken up more of your Time, than I would 
otherwife have done, becaufe I have Reafon to fufpeft, that 
the honourable Gentleman who made you the fecond Pro- 
pofition, which I find he has a Mind ftiould pafi as an A> 
mendment to mine, in order to avoid putting the Queftion 
upon what I took the Liberty to projpofe ; 1 lay. Sir, I have 
Reafon to fuipeA, that he may have fome Hand in dire£ling 
our future Negpciations with Spain ; and as, by what he has 
been pleafed to propofe, hefeems not tobe fo zealous in the 
Defence of the Rights and Privileges of this Nation, as, I 
think, he ought, I hope this Hou^ will come to the Refo- 
lutions I have propofdl, in order to prevent, as much ^s 
poffible, thd EiFeft his Counfcli may have upon our future 
Negociations with the Court of Spain ; fi)r if we are fo 
good-natui-edy and fo pacifick> as tor continue our Ne- 
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gociitions yet si while longer, I believe, mofl: Gentlemen A*n« tr, Ctij.i 

that hear me will admit* that ihey ought to he carried on '^'^i*- 

widi more Vigour, and m a more peremptory Manner than 

they have been for many Year* paft ; and that whatever 

may be the Refulc of this Day's Debate, our Kegoclatorjj 

at leaft^ ought to Infift upon particular Explanationi and ex- 

prefs Declarations, with refpeft to every Matter of Right 

now in Difputc ; but more cfpccially with rcfpc^t to that 

Right the Spaniards have lately ufurped, of fearehiug our 

Ship? upon the open Seas. 

* For this Reafon, Sir, among many others, if the Quef- 
t ion is to be put upon the Amendment propofed, I hope 
Gentlemen will difagree to it, in order that we may come at 
putting the Quefljon upon the fcvcral Refolutiona, I have 
taken the Liberty to lay before you,* 

The Right honogr*Me Sir Robert Walpole likewifc 
Aood up again, and fpokc in Subllance as follow?, viz. 
Sir, 

* Iwifli^ that Gentlemen, in their debating upon the Af- «JrR-V^*'N* 
fair now before us, would take care to keep to the Point 

really in Difputc ; for by fo doing, I am fure they would 
very much fhorten the Debate. In %vhat I took the Liberty 
to trouble you with upon this Sabjedt, I am certain, I did 
not drop the leall Word, that could intimate lo much as a 
Doubt ab«ut any of the Rights or Privileges, which the 
Court of Spain now pretends to conteft with ua. So far o- 
thcrwifc, I exprcfly declared that I agreed with every thing 
the honourable Gentleman had faid in Support of them ; ana 
lam liill convinced, that no Gentleman, either within or 
without Doors, will fo much as infmuate, that our Title to 
any one of thofe Rights and Privilegss, is in the lead doubt- 
ful j therefore I muJt think, that whatever the honourable 
Gentleman has fince been pleafed to add, whatever may 
hereafter be faid, in Support of >ny of thofe Rights or Pri- 
vileges, or for explaining or demonllrating the jdftice of our 
Title to all, or any one of them, is a Sort of fighting with 
the Wind: Jt is arguing without an Opponent; and oonfe- 
quently, I mull beg leave to fay, that I think it is taking 
' up a great deal of your Time to no Porpofe. 

* The only QucflJon in Difpute among us. Sir, is, Whe- 
* ther we ought now to come to a particular Refolution, upon 

every particular Right or Privilege, which the Court of Spain 
pretends to con tell with usj or, if we ought only to come 
to one general Refolutipo, which may virtually include them 
idl, and fq Irivc it iniirely to his Majefty, and thofe em- 
ployed by him, to obtain fuch farther Explanations, and 
?uch particular Acknowledgments, as the prefent or future 
Et i Circum- 



"»7^*-3^ ^' Circumftanccs of Affairs may make proper for him to inflft 
I OQ'? This, 3ir, is the only Point now in Diipate amongft 
us; and therefore, without taking notice of what the ho- 
nourable Gentleman has now been pleafed to add to what 
he formerly faid, for explaining and enforcing the Jufiice of 
our Title to thofe Rights and Privileges^ which tHe Spa- 
niards have lately taken upon them to conteft, I (h^ only 
add a few Words for enforcing what I have faid before, in 
favour of the general Refolutbh I propofcd, and then I fliall 
endeavour to anfwer the few Arguments that have been 
fnade nfe of, for fhewing that we ought to come to particular 
Reiblutions upon every particular Right or Privilege, now 
contejled by Spain. 

' The honourable Gentleman has told us, that not onfy 
our Negociaton ought to infift pofitively and peremptorily 
upon particular Explanations and exprefs AcknowledgmentSir 
with "refpeft to every particular Right or Privilege lately con- 
fefted, but that this Houfe ought now to come to fuch Re- 
iblutions as may make it abfolutely neceflary for them to in- 
jpift upon fuch. I wiih, Sir, with all my Heart, I believe 
^very honeii Subject of Great Britain wimes, that it were in 
purPower to give Laws to every Potentate in Europe, and to 
prefcribe to them how they fhould behave, in every OSe, 
pot only to us, but to one another. But this is at prefent 
imppflible } and even though we had a Probability of Succefs 
in any fuch Attempt, I do not think it would be prudent in 
ps to attempt making ufe of our Power in a Manner too po- 
fitive and haughty, left by fo doing we fliould provoke the 
o£her Powers of Europe to unite together, in order to reduce 
fhe Power of this Nation, and to make us fubmit to fuch 
Laws as they might be pleafed to prefcribe to us, inftead of 
pur prefcribing to all or any of them. For this Rcafon, Sir, 
in all pur Negociatjons. we miift have a Regard to Policy, 
jis well as to what we think juftice, and we muft take care, 
in the Demaiids we make upon any one of our Neighbours, 
iiottoiniift fo pofitively and fo haughtily, even upon thofe 
Terms we may think reafonable, as to excite the Jealoufy 
<>f the red. In G)ntefls between Nation?, it is the fame as 
in ConteAs between private Men : Each Party thinks him- 
fclf right; and as there is no Judge or Judicature, that has a 
Right to determine finally in thofe Contefts, that happen 
between two independant Nations, both ought to confulc 
fhe Sentiments of their Neighbours, and both ought to limit 
Demands, or extend their Compliances, according to that 
Opinion, which they find prevails generally among their 
moll: impartial Neighbours. This may often be a Reafon 
for a Nation's accepting of general Declarations, in Cafes 
where particular Explanatipns, andcx|>re{s Concefiionsj would 
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notoalvbejud, but much more to their Honour and Ad- Ahqb ii«m.u, 
vantage. *'^'*'- 

* I fhall, I believe, Sir, every Gentleman in this Houfc 
will, readily acknowledge the Jufiice an4 Reafonableneis of 
every one of our Demands upon Spain ; but whatever Opi- 
nion we may have about the Matters now in Difpute between 
usj it is certain the Court of Spain docanot as yet think our 
Demands either reafonable or juil ; I am perfuaded hi* Ca- 
tholick Majefty, at leaft, does not think To, orhcrwifc 
his natural Propenfity to JuAice, which is io well known, 
would certainly have induced him to comply with oar De- 
manda. Even the other Courts of Europe cannot perhaps be 
prevailed on to think of them in the fame Way we do ; *nd 
if we (hoiild too peremptorily infill upon our prcfent De- 
mands againll Spain, and fhould refoTve to compel theoi to 
agree to fuch Terms as we had a Mind tQ propofe^ and to 
acknowledge our Right! and Privileges in fuch a Manner* 
£Lnd by fuch Words and ExprefFions, as wc llnould think fit 
to prefcribe, it might ilir up fome of the other Powers of 
Europe to join with Spain, who would otherwife have re- 
inaiued neutral ; and it might prevent otir bcft Friends and 
moft natural Allies from giving us their AfEflance, in a War 
which we had unnecefiiLrily and imprudently brought upon 
ourfelves, 

' What the prcJcntSyflem of Politicks in Europe may be# 
% fhall not pretend, Sir, to determine : I do not believe any 
Gentleman in this Houfe can. It is a Syftem that 
depends upon the Humoor of ft) many Courts, and up- 
on fo many Accidents at every one of ihefe Courts, that it 
muft be altering and changing every Day. Therefore it is 
impoflible to communicate it to this Houfc ; nor can wcj if 
it were now communicated, in common Prudence* allow ic 
to have any great Influence on our Refolutions. It may be 
at preterit in fuch a State, as might make it prudent in us to 
hy hold of the Opportunity, in order to have all RIatters in 
Difpute between Spain and us fettled and determined, in the 
jnoft partJcuUr and explicice Manner -, and yet, before we 
could poflibly take Advantage of the Opportunity, which 
the then SyiJem of Politicks had fornilhed us with, « might 
be fo much changed to our Difad vantage, as would make it 
prudent ia us to lower our Crefl, and accept of any Ex- 
pedient, for putting off our being obliged to come to an 
open Rupture with Spain^ at fuch an unfeafonable Junilurt, 

* This, Sir, Ojcws the Wifdom and the Excellence of our 
CbaHituiion. which has truilcd intircly to the Crown, the 
Power of making Peace and War j and at the fame Time it 
fliews how imprudent it would be in us to encroach upon that 
f rpfogative, by faying the Crown under a Ncccffiry to make 
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***i5«Sj: ^ Reg^ to: For this Reafon, I propofed keephjgr in the firii 
^.^^^f^s^ Part of the Honourable Gentleman's Propofitioh i and, I 
think, the Words I have propofed to be kept in, will be 
a fiifficient Vindication of our Right to a free Commerce and 
Navigation in the open Seas of America, without adding any 
Explanations. His Majefty may neverthelefs, if he Ends 
it proper, inOfl: upon Explanations ; but I do not think we 
ihould, b;^ our Refolution, fo limit his Majefty, that he can- 
not hereafter agree to any Treaty, without fuch Explanations ; 
becaufe, if the Spaniards Ihould make Satisfadion to us for 
what lujuries they have done, and agree, even im general 
Terms, to a Renewal of all the Treaties now fubfifting 
between the two Crowns, we ought to accept of it, rather 
than engage in a War; efpecjially if it appears, that they a- 

rto fuch a, new Treaty with a real Defign to obferve it ; 
if we fhould afterwards find ourielves deceived ; if they 
ihould begin to play the lame Game over again, we may. 
In all Probability find a more favourable Opportunity thao 
the prefent, for puniihine their preach of Faiui, ai;d enforc- 
ing the Obfervaiice of Treaties. 

* For my own Part, Sir, I do not pretend to know any Se- 
crets about the prefent CircumiUnces of Affairs in Enrope ; I 
do not prietend to know what Allies Spain may expe^, or 
what Ailin^nce we have to depend on, in Cafe of a War be- 
tween the two Nations -, but from what is publick and well 
known, I think ever^ Gentleman ought to conclude, if the 
Spaniards had not private Encouragement from Powers .more 
confiderable than theniielves, they would never have ventured 
upon thofe Infults, and Injuries.. that have been proved at 
;^our Bar. Befides,Sir, the, preient Circumftances of Affairs 
in Europe, are none of the mpft ^vourable for this Nation, 
and many Accidents may occur, which may render them 
much more favourable, than they are at prefent ; therefore, 
however much fome Gentlemen may take upon them to ridi? 
cule the Tedioufnefs of our Ncgoqiations, I think it is much 
more prudent to protrad and draw them out to a Length, 
thaxl to run the Nation headlong into an anegual War, or to 
give up any of our Rights and Privileges by a precipi- 
tate Treaty. 

* I am indeed furprized. Sir, to hear it iniinuated, that, 
becaafe I am not for fuch particular. Refblutions, as J. think 
may force the Nation into an linneceilary or unfeaibnable 
War, therefore I do not think the Matters now in I>irpute 
between Spain and us, worth the Care of a Britilh Parlia- 
ment. Sir, I think every oiie of them greatly de&rve5 the 
Care of every Branch of our Legiidature ; but, I think, we 
Ihould not take an improper Opportunity, or improper Me* 
thods, for ih«wiB|£that CaxSr we fbooU not, like an over- 
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fond Mother, deflxoy our Child, by taking imprudent or *<*^^ tx^A 
lanfeafonable Methods for prefcrviijg U. Whik the Difpute *^'^^ " 
iirmains in the Shape of a Ncgociation, the only proper 
f Way we can take for fhewing our Care, is, by genera] Re- 
Ifolutioni and AdiJrefleSj to affure his M^jcilf, that we will 
fupport him in whatever Mcafiircs he may think proper, for 
[■fiening the Rights and Privileges of the Nation ; and after 
I his Majefty has declared to us, that he firrtfe he can vindicate 
[thofe Rights and Privileges no other Way but by Force of 
I Arm?, which certainly he-wrillnot do, till he finds h* tan 
|<ngage in a Wir, afileaft upon an equal Footing, Jf not with 
[amorc than probable View of Succefs, we are then to fhew 
Dur Care and Concern for the Rights and Privilegei of ont 
|Conncry, by enabling his Majelly to vindJcate them, with 
[■that Vigour wUich becomes fucha powerful Nation. 
[ * I hope, Sir» I am as zealous in the Defence of the 
'Eights and Privileges of my Country, as any Man in the 
I Kingdom ; but I fliall never allow my Zeal to carry mc be- 
lyontT the Bounds of Prudence and Difctetion, I ftiall never 
1 sfFcfl Popularity lb much» as to be guided by thofc popular 
r fftjudices, which, I think, if indulged and followed, might 
[ invoke the Nation into great, perhaps infuperable Difficu!- 
ties. Such a Conduft \ IhaJl always look on as imprudent in 
I the Author?, as well as pernicious to the Nation ; for if, up- 
|«n the prefcnt Occafien, or any fuch Occafton, we flioukl 
•linneceilarily hurry the Nation into a War, and the Evenc 
[ihoutd not anfwer the People's Expeftations, I know who 
vould be blamed, I know who would be the firlt to move 
|fcr an Enquiry into the Condud:of thofe who had allowed 
I the Nation to beted into a War, which it could not pfofe- 
r CMte with Advantige j and as we cannot judge, whether, 
\ ttpon the pre fen t Occa.fi.on, the Clrcumftances ofEurope are 
\ fuch as may enable or permit us to proiecute a War againit 
Spain with Advantage, therefore I muft be againft our com- 
ing to fuch Refoluliom a* will, in my Opinion, make S 
War with Spatin, not only unavoidable, but imminent. 
Walter Plumer Efq* fpokc to this Efieft, viz. 

Sir, 
' The Rcfolution* propofcd by my honourable Friend w»k« piBaer E^ 
©Tcr the Way, were fo very rcafonable in themfclres, and 
fo becoming the Dignity of this Houfe to infift upon, that 
I dare fay they wouhi have met with no Oppofition, had it 
not been for what was faid by the honoanible Gentleman^ 
who fpoke (aR. and who offered to aaiend the honourable 
Gentleman's Refoiutions with underftasding them i at leaft 
I will %'enture to hf that he fcems to miftake the Point ii» 
Queftion. Tlit*, Sir, we ft-iall be fully fcnfiblc of, if we 
confider the Aflair now before us^and how it came before us: 
VojL. V- Ff Th« 
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^737-S°'"' '^^^ ^^^^^ ^°^ ^^^^ our Confideration was brought before 
^^^'y'\J us by Petitions from our injured and plundered Weft India 
Merchants; and the Petitioners, after rcprefenting their Suf- 
ferings, pray for fuch a timely an4 adequate Remedy, as 
may put an End to their Sufferings, and fuch Relief for 
the unhappy Sufferers, as the Nature of their Cafe, and 
the Joftice of their Caufe, may require. The chief Qucftion 
now before us is, therefore. What we (hall do, or what we 
may be able to do, for anfwering effeftually the Prayer of. 
their Petitions ? For the Petitioners have fo fully proved 
their Allegations, to the Regret and Sorrow of almoft every 
Man that heard them, that no Queftion can be made 
about the Truth of what they have fet forth. 
, * Upon this. Sir, which I take to be the firft and chief 
Queilion, it ieems to be the Opiqion. of this Houfe, that 
the only Thing we can do at prefent, for procuring them 
any Remedy or Relief, is, to come to fome Refolutions, re-, 
lating to the Rights that are contefted, and the Injuries that 
have been done to our Merchants. My honourable Friend 
over the Way has propofed a Set of particular Refolutions, 
which, I think, may in aU probability produce fome Efieft ; 
and the honourable Gentleman near him has propofed a 
general Refolution, which, from Experience we know, mu^: 
* be altogether inefFcftual ; fo that the real Queftion now in 

Difpute is. Whether we fhall come to fuch Refolutions as 
may probably be effeftual, for procuring that Remedy and 
Relief which the Petitioners pray for ; or if we fhall come to 
a Refolution, which, if we judge by Experience, we muft 
conclude to be inefFedual. It is now ten Years fmce the 
fame Sort of Complaint was made to us; and we then came 
to fuch a general Refolution as the honourable Gentleman 
has, by his Amendment, propofed : It is eight Years flnce a 
ffecond Complaint of the fame Nature was made to us, and 
we again came to tne fame Sort of general Refolution : Thefe 
general Refolutions have been fo far from procuring any 
Relief for thofe who had then fuffered, that many Infults 
have been fince put upon the Nation, and many new Depre- 
dations committed; therefore, from repeated Experience 
we muft conclude, that fuch a general Refolution will never 
prove efFeftual for putting an End to the prefent) or obtaining 
Satisfaftion for the paft Sufferings of our Merchants. Shall 
we then, upon this third Application, amufe the unhappy 
Su^rers with fuch a Refolution as, we know, can have no 
Effc€t ? Shall we tell all the World that we dare come to 
no Refolutions, but fuch as they know can procure them 
neither Reparation nor Security ? What EfFeft, Sir, might 
that have upon our Planters and Merchants ? Might it not 
render them defperate ? And yet this is the Queftion, and . 
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the only Queflion now before us j and to foch a Qiieflion I *»»«>" ^a* "■ 
ihall be proud of giving a. Negative . ^ 

' Sir» upon the prefent Occafion.I could wiih it were inal^ 
moft the Power of this Houfe,to aft as well as refolvc. I conld 
almoft wiJh it were in our Power to fend out Squadrons and 
Armies, and to give fuch Orders and Indruflions to thofe 
Squadrons and Armies, as might be worthy of the Eritiili 
Nation, and fufEcient for enabling them to revenge the In- 
juries their Coantry has received. This, 'tis true, is not m 
oar Power, but furely we may, and, I think, we ought to 
come to fuch Refolutions, as may give our Merchants and 
Seamen fome Hopes of meeting at lail with Reparation for 
what is pailJed, and Security in Time lo come. For this 
Purpofe we muft come to Rcfolutions, ftrongcr and more 
particular than any of tl\ofe we have yet come to t If we do 
not, we muft expert, that our Planters, Merchants, and Seamen, 
wilt give over having any further Concern in Trade, or fly to 
foreign Countries for that Protefiion .which they fee they can no 
longer hope for in their own. The particukr Refcilutions 
which my honourable Friend Wtis fo good as to move for, 
may have ibme Kffeft: They will adminifler to our Fellow 
SubjeQs the Comfort at leaft of hoping for Redrefs * atij 
they may perhaps convince Foreigners tb^^t this Nation is 
not now in a Humour to wait another lo Years, for that 
Juflice and Satisf^diion, which wc ought to have had to 
Years ago i whereas, if we fhould now come to no other 
Refolutio^, but fuch a general one as we have twice already 
come to without any EJfFcil, our own People will defpair of 
ever meeting with Redrei's i and I can fee no Reafoti why 
we ftiould exped it will now have a greater EfFeft ^npotj 
the Condu£l of Spain, than it had 8 or lo Years ago. 

« We have been told. Sir, that fuch particular Refola- 
rions zs were at fifil propofcd, will put it out of the Power 
of his Majcfty's Mimllcrs, to advife hirli to accept of ge- 
neral Acknowledgmentis or Declarations in any future Treaty, 
and may consequently involve the Nation in a War at » 
very unfeafonable J unsure. What the prefent Coajunfture 
may be, I muft confefs I am quite igrrorant of; but con- 
fidering our Situation, and the many Difpuies that muft 
ueceflarily happen, as well as tht Jcafoufy that muft con- 
tinu^ly fubfift, between the feveral Powers upon the Con- 
tinent, I muft think, that, without fome very imprudent 
Sort of Condud, wc can never long want a proper Oppor- 
tunity for vindicating and aflerting our Rights and PrivilcgCSp 
egainft any Nation that (liall dare to invade chem; and 
therefore, while we have the good Fortune to be under an Ad- 
mi niftration, that knows fo well how to take Advantage of 
«he Slunders of their Neighbours, and Is fo well inJlrufted 
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men. n. ;ii tlie moft feoet Views of the feveral Powers of Europe] 
J2^'<^^^ I muft think, we can never be in Danger of being involved 
in War at an unfeafonidjle Jundure. Indeed, if we were 
under the Qovermnent or Adminiilration of one ible prime 
Minifter, and that Minifter quite ignorant of foreign Af- 
£iirs, or fuch a one whofe Integrity none could trafl, whof^ 
Faith no foreign State could rely on, whofe Ignorance of all 
t^ Arts of Government, except one, had appealed firoQ| 
every Step of his Condu& j I (ay, if w.e were fo unlucky 
^ to be under the Government of fuch a prime Minifler. 
there might be fome Reafon for our avowing to come to any 
B^folutions, that might tend towards involving the Nation 
in War; becauie in fuch a Cafe, we could expe& no Af- 
fiftance from any of our Allies, , nor Succeis from our owa 
Condud. But, Sir, if this were our Cafe, which it neither 
is, nor can be as long as our Conftitution fubfifts, what 
Tgnald then be the Duty of this Houfe ? Would it not be our 
Duty, to enquire into the State of the Nation, and deliver 
pur Country from fuch polluted Hands ? Would not we be 
in Honour and Confcience obliged, to exert that Power 
lyhich is placed in this Houfe by our Conftitution ? Would 
not we be obliged to call fnch a Minifter to an Account, and 
pull him from the Summit of his Power ? For while he 
continued in the Adminiilration, we could never expe^ 
Con^dence or Afllflance from any of our foreign Neigh- 
bours ; and confequently, we could never expe£l a feafonable 
Opportunity for doing ourfelves Juilice, againft thofe that 
had invaded our Rights or Privileges. 

* Whatever may be the prefent Conjunflure of Affairs in 
Europe, however unfortunate it may be with refpeft to this 
Ration, I mufi think. Sir, we can neither in Prudence nor 
^onour continue to fit tamely under fuch Infults and In- 
juries as we have lately fuffered, nor can we now truft 
to general Acknowledgments, Declarations, or Promifes. 
As we have already been convinced by Experience, that no 
general Refolution of this Houfe can be efiedtual, for pror 
curing Satiefa£lion or Security to our Merchants ; fb we 
^ve by Experience been convinced, that no general Ac- 
kndwledgment or Promife, in any Treaty between us and 
Spain, can be ei&£lual for fuch aPurpofe. There is not a 
llight or Privilege now cpntefted between us and Spain, buit 
what has been acknowledged by general Words or Claufes, 
in almofl every Treaty that has been concluded between the 
itwo Nations ; and by the Treaty of Seville we were pro- 
■ itnlfed Satisfaction, in general X«rms, for all the Injuries 
they had done us before that Time. How then can we ex- 
i, that general Acknowledgments or Promifes, in any 
; Treaty, caQ proye of fuy £ffe£t? And can we in 
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Honour or Prudence accept of that, from which wc can ex* *'"^/,*.^ "'' 
ped neither S^tisf^idlon nor Security f "" 

* The prcfentCircumilanccs of Eiirope may, for what [ 
know, be uniavourabte ; We may perhaps, be reduced to 
the Neceflity of engaging in an unequal War i but the For- 
tune of Wir, Sir, docs not always attend that Side which 
appears to he the tnoli powerful i and I hope we have not 
yet negotiated the Affairs of Europe into fuch a Syflem, as 
may have produced a formidable Alliance againA us, without 
any one Ally to a£iil m j therefore, if we Dioiild now be 
obliged to enter int« a War, for the Prefervation of our 
Trade and Plantations, the Event may djfappoint our Feara* 
or do more than anfwer our Expefiations : Whereas, if we 
wait for a more favourable Opportunity, till our Trade and 
Plajvtaiions be quite undone, I'm afraid, we muft wait for 
that which never will happen. While we remain in our 
prefent unfettled Condition, while we continue fubjcft to fuch 
Infults and Depredations, our Trade muft daily decay ; and 
the more our Trade decays, the led will our Power be to 
alTift ourielves, tht lefs ready will atiy of our Neighbours be 
to affift lis. It may then be out of the Power of the bcft and 
wifcft Ministers we can have, to break or prevent any Alli- 
ance, that may be formed or forming agaioA us, or 10 defcac 
tlie Defign of it, by a counter Alliance ; but at prefent, if 
any powerful Alliance be formed againil us, and we cannot 
form a fufficicrt counter Alliance, it muft be owing to fomc 
late Weaknefs or MiiUke in our Condu^ 1 and I hope we 
have been guilty of no late Miftake, but what may be reAi- 
fted by the Wifdom and Power of Parliament, if a Refolutiott 
Ihould be taken to enquire ferioufly and freely into the Aifair^ 
in order lo take proper Meafures for rcftifying our Miftakes, 
and for punifhing thafe that had been the Caufe of them. 

* The hononrable Gcnttcman wifhes it were in our Power 
?o give Laws to every Potentate in Europe, and to prtfcnbe 
to them how they jhould behave to one another. I wilh fo^ 
Sir^ as well a^ he ; but if it were, it would be ridiculau« in 
Its to make tife of our Power, io Cafes where our own la* 
terel! could be no Way concerned j and in Oifeg where our 
own IntereH h concerned^ especially where common Jufticc 
li denied vs, we ought to make as much Ufe of our Power 
as wc can, however incotifidemble it may be. There is s 
very great Difference betwixt preicribjng to others, and al- 
lowing others to prefcribe to ui. I am afraid. Sir, we have 
o* late begun to allow a cerfaift neighbouring Power to pre- 
fcribc to us, particularly with regard to Spain : I am afraid 
it is to thdc Prefcriptions we muil impute the peaceful Be - 
)uivi»ur of the many cxpenilve SqoadroDS, wc have lately 
^cd out^ ajod I am convinced, if wc conciiiue long in the 
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^mjf' "' '*'"*' peaceable Difpofition, the fame Power will become 
able to prefcribe to others, as well as to us. 

• r fhall confefs. Sir, I am forry I muft confefs, that this 
Nation is not at prefent in a very good Condition for enter- 
ing into an expcnfive War. Our publick Debts remain yet 
unfatisfied ; our Taxes are, moft of them, as high as in 
Time of War, and more numerous than they ever were 
during the moft heavy War ; and what is worft of all, a great 
Part of them are mortgaged for paying the yearly Intereft 
of our publick Debts; yet neverthelefs, when Selfpreferva- 
tion comes to be at Stake, we may find a Fund fuiHcient for 
fupporting a new War ; for I Ihould, and I hope moft of 
my G)untrymen would, lam fure every Britifti Subje£l ought 
to chufe to live upon Bread and Onions, rather than fee the 
Houfe of Bourbon giving Laws to Europe. This is a- Mif- 
fortune, which every Nation in Europe is equally obliged to 
guard againft, and therefore in guarding againft it, we can 
never be deftitute of a powerful Afliilance, if this Houfe do 
but its Duty, which is, to take care, that our publick Coun- 
cils may always be direfled by Men of known Abilities and 
■nfufpcfted Integrity. 

• From what I have faid, Sir, I hope Gentlemen will fee 
that it would be both imprudent and pufillanimous in us, to 
allow the Fear of a War to over-awe us, with refpeft to the 
Refolutions we are to come to upon the prefent Occafion j and 
I hope it will appear, that no Minifter ought to advifc his 
Majefty to agree to any future Treaty, that contains nothing 
but fuch general Acknowledgments and Promifes, as have al- 
ready been found inefFe(%ual ; therefore, to tell us that we 
ought not to come to fuch Refolutions, as may prevent any 
Mmifter's advifing his Majefty to agree to fuch a Treaty, 
ihuft be the fame as to tell us, that we ought Yiot to come to 
fuch" Refolutions, as may prevent a Minifter's doing what he 
ought not to do, which cannot furely be an Argument of any 
Weight in the prefent, or any other Debate. 

• Whatever other Gentlemen may think of Popularity, 
whatever Regard they may have for the Opinion of the Peo- 
ple, I muft confefs. Sir, that I fliould be not only afraid, 
but afhamed ©f being an Objeft of publick Hatred or Con- 
tempt ; and I ihould be extremely doubtful about my own 
Opinion, if I found it contrary to the Opinion of moft of 
my Countrymen. Upon any fudden Emergency, the People 
may form a wrong Opinion, or they may upon fome Occa- 
fions be mifled by artful and defigning Leaders ; but when 
the People have Time to confider, and when they enquire 
into any Affair, without Prejudice, the Opinion that prevails 
among the Generality of them, has in moft Cafes been found 
to be right. As to its being a feafonable Opportunity for 
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entering Into a War, the People may not be fufficiently able ^^/^.^ "* 
to judge; but as to the Caufes of a War, the People are al- 
ways able to judge, whether they are juft and reafonable or 
not ; and for this Reafon moft Nations, when 'they declare 
- War, endeavour to juftify their Conduft by publick Mani- 
fcfto's. As it is the general Opinion of this Nation, that wc 
have now fufiicient Reafons for declaring War againft Spain, 
as moil Men think that we ought long fince to have reveng- 
ed, in a hoilile Manner, the AiFronts that have been put 
upon us, thofe amongll us who affirm the contrary, may, 
for what I know, have fome Prudence, but I am fure they 
are not overburthened with Modefty. 

« With refpeft to the Elvent of a War, the Cafe, Sir, is, 
indeed, very different ; for neither the People, nor the moft 
clear-fighted Minifters, can pretend to form any certain Opi- 
nion alwut it ; and as the People of all Countries have ge- 
nerally too good an Opinion of their own Courage and 
Strength, as thb is an Opinion which all wife Government! 
endeavour to promote, therefore the People have for the moft 
Part greater Expedlation from the Event of a War, than they 
can reafonably hope for ; fo that the Event of almoft every 
War muft be fuch as will not fully anfwer the People's Ex- 
pedation ; yet when a War becomes neceflkry, when the 
£f!e£b of continuing in Peace muft be as fatal as the moft 
unfortunate Event of a War, can any Man be fo foUicitous 
about his own Safety, and fo regardlefs of that of his Coun- 
try, as to advife continuing fuch a deftruftive Peace, only 
fo^ fear the People fliould blame him, and enquire into his 
Condu£l, in cafe the War he had advifed, ihould happen to 
prove unfuccefsful ? 

* Sir, our late peaceable Condu£l, our tame Subraifllon to 
Ho many Infults and Injuries, deferves to be enquired into, 
and may, for what I know, defervc the Cenfure of Parlia- 
ment ; I am fure it has already met with the Cenfure of the 
People ; but neither the honourable Gentleman that fpoke 
laft, nor any other, I believe, can have the leaft Reafon to 
apprehend an Enquiry or Cenfqrc, for advifing us to try the 
Fate of War, in cafe we ftiould find that we cannot by peace- 
able- Means obtain full Reparation for all paft Injuries, and 
efieftual Security againft any fuch in Time to come ; and as 
Experience has taught us, that we can exped no Repara- 
tion or Security from general Acknowledgments, or bare 
Promifes, we ought, by our Refolutions upon this Occafion, 
to prevent, if poftlble, its being in the Power of our Mini- 
fters, to alk>w themfelves to be amafed with fuch Acknow- 
ledgments or Promifes, tn any future Treaty. This, Sir, is 
the more necef&ry, becaufe from this very Debate, I think, 
we have Reafen to fufpe^, that foAe of our Minifters are 
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^tS-i?* * inclined to accept of any Thing, rather than run the Risk of 
a War. What Reafons they may have for being fo much 
afraid of entering into a War, I am no Judge of; bat- I 
Iwpe they are peculiar to themfelves, I hope they are not 
fndi as' may afJ^A the Nation, or fuch as ought to induce \a 
to fubmit to the moft cruel ixnd contemptuous Peace, rather 
dian have recourfe to an open and declared War. If they 
are, I am fure our late Negociations and Condu6l is a Sul^ft 
liighly worthy of the Enquiry and G>nfideration of Parlia- 
sient. 

* In order, therefore. Sir, to put it out of the Power of, 
er at lead: to make it unfafe for, any of our Miniiiers to 
^vife his Majefty to ratify fuch a future Treaty, as 
can neither procure Reparation for what is paffed, nor Secu- 
rity in Time to come, we ought to agree to the Refolutions 
firft propofed;' and if they could be made mbre particular 
and explicit, I fhould be for any Amendment that would 
make them fo ; but as they now (land, the agreeing to them 
is, I think, the leaft we can do upon the prefent Occafion. 
From our agreeing to fuch Refolutions, our Fellow-Subje6:c 
will be convinced that we arc ferious, and they will from 
thence begin to conceive Hopes, that their Rights and Privi- 
leges will foon be vindicated and affertfed, either by a vigo- 
rous War, or by an honourable Treaty : Even the Spaniards 
will be convinced, that they can no longer pretend to amufe 
ns with tedious Negociations, or generalPromifes : Whereas 
if we curtail thefe Refolutions in the Manner the honourable 
Gentleman has, by his Amendment, propofed ; oiir Fellow- 
SubjeAs will defpair of ever meeting with Redrefs or Securi- 
ty ; and the Spaniards will conceive Hopes, they may con- 
tinue to negotiate and treat with our Minifters, and at the 
iame Time plunder our Merchants, for ten Years to come, as 
they have dene for ten Years paft. 

* I ihall conclude. Sir, with obferving, that the Refolu- 
tion, as it will ftand by Means of the honourable Gentle- 
llian*s Amendment, or rather the new Refolution he has 
^opofbd, will, upon Examination, appear to be in the fame 
Tfermi with the Anfwer, which our Minifters have fent to 
^e laft Spanifh Memorial ; from whence it will of Coorfe 
be fuppoted, that the Refolution of this Houfe was didlated 
by the fame Perfon that drew up that Anfwer j and I cannot 
think it confident with the Honour and Dignity of this Houfe, 
to give People without Doors any Shadow of Reafon for 
fofpe^Ing, that the Refolutions of this Houfe are dieted by 
edr Minifters of State; for in all our Refolutions, but efpe- 
dally upon the prefent Occafion, we ought to fpeak our own 
Sfcnie, tht SCfnfe of thofe we reprefent, the Senfe of the Na- 
tion, and not the Senfe of Minifters.* 
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The honourable Henry Pelham, Efq; fpoke next in Bab- ^""^l^^^t "' 
llanCe as folkws, viss. V^/'^VX^/ 

* Gentlemen may give what Turn they pleafe to the h, Pdimsi, eju 
Qoeftion now before us ; but» in my Opiriion, it is plain iKat 
the true Quelllon is. Whether wc niall come to one general 
Refolution ; or, if we fhall come to a pafticubr'^efolution . 
npon every particular Right in Difpute between us and Spain ? 
If any Reparation or Security is to be procured in a peaceable 
Way, it h to be procured by Negocmtion only ; and no Ne~ 
gociation can be carried on but by thofe employed by his Ma- 
jeity : If it is not to be procured in a peaceable Way, it mttft 
be fought fof in a. hortile Manner, which is flot to be govern- 
6d oriSrefted by the Refolutions of this Houfe, but by his 
Majefty only; therefore it h not the Refblutions of this 
Houfe, that can be fuppofed effedual for procuring our Mer- 
cian ts either Reparation or Security, but the Meatanes wHcli 
hh Majelly Hiall pleafd to take for that Piirpofc. 

"^ Thus, Sir, it appears, thi^t there are but two Methods 
of obtaining Satisfaction from Spain, one by Way of Nego^ 
ciacion, and the other by Force of Arms? and of thefetwo, 
I hope it will be granted, rbe firft ought to be preferred- Now 
it has been fald, and, I think, juftly faid, that if weihoilld 
agree to the Refolutions firll propofed, we fliall put it out of 
his Majeily's Power to obtain Sati;!^^ion for our Merchants 
and Seamen, orSccHnty forour Trade and Plantations, in a 
penotnble Way; whereas, if weagtx^e to the Amendment 
propofed, we fliall leave it in his Majefty's Power to obtain 
what the Petitioners pray for, by Means of a Negociation, 
without laying him under any Obligation, or even a Temp- 
latiotif to accept of any tlunglcft than what is contained in 
the particular Refdutions propofed. From whence I mull 
conclude, that the proper Qs^ftion now before U5 is. Whether 
L we fbAll by our Refolutions make an imtaediate War una* 
Pifoidable, kt theprefent Conjunfture be what it will ; or» if 
wc fhsill leave it in his M&jefly'? Power to endeaVour to ob- 
tain Redrefs by Way of Ncgociation; and I hope there is 
iiQ Gentleman within thefc Walls fo fond of fighting, aa to 
bt for involving the Nation in a dangerous and expenfive 
Waf, even though every Thing we could ask, Ihould bcpre- 
viounyoffcred in a peaceable Way, 

I * Whatever the honourable Gentleman who fpolie laft, 
►irtay be pleafed to fay upon the prefent Occafion, with re- 
lfpe£tto the Power of the Crown, or of the Power of this 
{ Houte, I hope» Sir, that neitlier he, nor any other Gentle- 
linanwho has the Honour of fitting here, withci we had any 
f more Power a& Member* of this Houfc^ than what is veftcd 
VoL.V. Gfi in 
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A«M tt G^ II. in US b]r the Conllitution : And if Gentlemen would but 
' ^ reflcA upon the Confufion and Tyranny that enfued^witlv- 

in the laft Century, from this Houfe^s having aflumed more 
Power than it ought to have, I am Aire they would not de- 
ilre to fee the leau Step made towards a Re-afTumption of the 
fame Power. 

' But fuppofiug. Sir, that we (hould fucceed in re-afTuming 
fuch a Power, why in the Name of Goodnefs ihould we make 
a wanton Ufe of it, by fitting out Fleets and Armies before 
we find that no other Arguments will prevail ? I believe 
there are very fiw in the Nation that queftion in the leaft, 
but that his Majefty has all the Inclination in the World to 
procure full Satisfa£Uon by way of Negociation, or that he 
will take proper Meafures for obtaining it by Force of Arms i 
fa that we have no Occafion for coming to any Refolutions, 
and much le(s for putting the Nation to any Expence, in 
order to revive the Hopes of thofe that are drooping, or to 
prevejnt any Man's defpairing of ever meeting with Redrefs ^ 
and .with Refpeft to Foreigners, it is certain nothing 
can in a more forcible Manner influence their Coun- 
cils, than their perceiving that the Parliament puts an 
entire Confidence in his Majelly*s ConduA, which they will 
neceflarily prefume fron> our coming to a general Refolution 
only, upon the prefent Occafion ; whereas if we fliould enter 
into a Difcuflion of our feveral Rights and Privileges, and 
come to a particular Refolution upon each, it will be of 
G>urfe fuppofed at all foreign Courts, efpecially at that of 
Spain, that we doubt either of the Abilities or Inclinations 
of thofe that are employed by his Majefty in the Adminif- 
tration of our publick Afiairs, 

« I ihall with Pleafure grant. Sir, that our being fituated 
in anifland, and in a Manner detached from the reft of the 
World, fumifheth us with many confiderable Advantages^ 
and among the reft, with that of having it often in our 
Power, to make an Advantage of the Difputes and Jealoufies 
that happen to arife among our Neighbours upon the Conti- 
nent. This may often furniih us with a proper Opportunity 
for vindicating or afTerting our Rights and Privileges ; but it 
cannot at all Times, and juft when we fiand in need of it. 
The Affairs of Europe may take fuch an unlucky Turn, as 
to unite two potent Neighbours againft us, at a Time when 
the reft are at Variance among themfelves, or fo much en- 
gaged or entangled, that they cannot give us any AiTiftance ; 
and therefore we may fometimes be in Danger of being in- 
volved ^n a War at an unfeafonable Junfture. Whether the 
ptefent'be fuch a one, I (hall not take uppn me to fay ; but 
if it is, I am fure the wifeft Thing wc can do .is, to continue 

our 



©ttr Negociationsj or ev*n to accept of a Traaty of Peace, aim^" Gm. 
[though it {hould contain nothing but general Acknowledg- '^iT-i ' 

[rnents and Confirmations, in hopes that a fhort Time may 
I produce Aich an Alteration of A (Fairs in Europc.as will afford us 
[an Opportunity for infixing upon fiich new Explanations and 
Iparticul; r ConceiUons^ as we may then think reafonablei 
l-But tt would be wrong m us to do any Thing that might bring 
fas immediate War upon the Nation, without knowing 
I whether the prefem Conjunfture be feafonable or not ; which 
[is a Knowledge wc can acquire no Way, but by a Declara- 
l Con from his M^jefty i and furely no tJewtlemati that has a 
[Regard for his Countrj^ would defirc his Majclly to declare, 
f Iwfore fnch a publJck and numerous AiTembly, that we can- 
I JJot at prefent propofe to enter into a War with any Profpe^ 
fcf Advantage j bccaufCj, not only the Spanbrds, but all 
thofe with whom we have now anyDifpute, would certainly 
ake Advantage of f«ch a Declaration : They would from 
I thence prefume, they might force us to agree to any Terms 
lof Peace they pieafed to prefcribct or at lea ft they would 
I become mitrh lefs tra£iable than they were before they heard 
' fuch a Declaration, 

I fhall confcfs. Sir, that fome Branches of our Trade^ 
and likcwife (ome of our Plantationsj have fufFered a little 
" / the late Behaviour of Spain towards us j but their Suffer- 
ngsarenot, I bdicve, near fo confitJerablc as fome People 
^Icem fond of reprefcnting ; and liad thefe Sufferings been, 
nuch more confiderable, we ought not to expofe the Whole 
> the Fate of War at an unfeafonable Juna;ore, for theSakc 
of preferving a Part ; <;lpccinilly when we confider, that we can 
hardly foil of getting an Opportunity in a ftiort Time, for 
tndeavouring to recover our LofTcs, with a probable View of 
Ifiuccets. If the Spaniards were always to behtive towards us 
IS they have done of late Years, and we were always to allow 
hem to behave in the fame Manner, the Whole of our Trade 
jmd Plantations might at la ft come to be in fome Danger ; 
but can it be fnppofcd. Sir, that unlefs we immediately de- 
clare War. the Spaniards will always continue to treat us as 
rhey have lately done ? By no Means ; for there were neither 
Iquity not Honour at that Court, yet as toon as they become 
enfible, which they muft foon be, of their own Intereft, they 
vill certainly court our Friendfiiipj inftead of provoking 
bur Refcntment. 

But, fuppofe. Sir, the Spaniards fhould go on in the latne 
Vay for ibme Time longer, then can it be fuppofed that we 
hail always bear fuch Treatment, with the fame Patience 
nd Good -nature > Suppofc we have as yet fome Hopes ef 
btaining Satisfaftion by peaceable Means, or fuppofe the 
rrelicnc aji unfeafonable Jundurc, for us to declare War a- ' 
G g 2 galail 
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*™>? " °«?- "• gainfl: Sp^in ; arc we froip thence to prefume, that we Ihall 
always entertain the fame Hopes, or that the A^irs of 
Europe will always continue upon the prefent Footing ? No, 
Sir, it is impoflible, but, from the claftiing Interefts of the 
fefVeral Powers, fome new Scene muft in fix or eight Months 
happen in the Affairs of Europe. It may then be a proper 
Seafon for us to declare War ; and if full Satisfaftion is not 
made us before that Time, we may be aiTured his Majefty 
will take hold of it, and make the proper Uie 
of it, for glutting the Revenge, as well as repair- 
ing the Honour of the Nation. As this Seafon cannot, 
from the natural Courfe of Things, be fuppofed to be very 
remote, neither our Trade, nor our Plantations, can fuffcr 
qiuch in the mean Time ; and therefore we may yet wait a 
while, in Hopes of obtaining Satisfadtion by peaceable 
Means, or in Hopes that a more favourable Opportunity 
will foon offer for obtaining it by Force of Arms, without 
the lead Ground for fuppofmg that our Trade and Plantations 
will thereby be utterly undone. 

* I fhall always be as ready. Sir, as any Man, to facrificc 
my All, for preferving the Honour and Independency of my 
Country ; but if the Nation be in fuch a melancholy Con- 
dition as the honourable Gentleman has been pleafed to repre- 
fent, furely we ought at leaft to be cautious 6f domg any 
Thing that may tend to involve the Nation in a War. We 
ought to avoid doing any Thing that may feem to have fuch 
a Tendency, unlefs it appear abfolutely neceilary for our im- 
qiedia^e Prefervation ; which I take by no Means to 
qe our Cafe at prefent. If it is cither neceffary or expe- 
dient that our Rights fhould be particularly ailerted in 
afly future Negociatidn, his Majefty will certainly do 
ib : ]^ut I am far from thinking, that it will be n^- 
<;!eflary for his Majefty to infill upon fuch particular Acknow- 
ledgnients. Declarations, or Promifes j for the Behaviour of 
iyvo independent Nations to one another, does not fo much 
depend upon the general or particular Stipulations that are 
between them, as upon the Neceffity they rcfpe£tively think 
icy have, for cultivating a recipjrocal Friendfliip. If the 
Spaniards begin to think that th^y ought, for "their own 
&kes, to cultivate a Friendfhip with this Nation, (and> as 
ioon ^ as they begin to think juHIy, thty will think fo) 
tfiey'will then perform any general Promifes they may 
iqftke, or any general Engagements they may enter into 
with us, more flridUy and faithfully than ^they would, 
perform the moft exprefs and particular Stipulations, if they 
ihpuld think otherwife, 

' We havcat,]jrefcnt,Sir,and myfl always have,Dilputes with 
Dt)u;r Natipns ^8 w^I as SpaiQ ; and, without d^ul^t, it would 
■ * be 
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be extremely convenient for us to have all the Rights and 
Privileges, which any Nation pretends to difpute with u?, 
fully explained, and particalady declared and eftabliflxed ; 
But, 1 believe, we never nude any Treaty, where we could 
obtain ail that was convenient for ua ; I believe, no Nation 
ever did| for a Carte Blanche is not properly a Treaty ; it is 
the Law which the Conqueror prefcribea to thofe he has con- 
quered , In every Caic where a Treaty is. to be made, 
both the contra&ing Parties muft accommodate them ft Ives 
to Times and Circumllances ; and neither Party can, or will, 
infiH upon all they can zsk^ left hy fo doing they lofe what 
chey may have. This mull be our Cafe, if we ever come 
to any future Treaty with Spain. We muft accommotiate 
ourfclves to Titncs and Circuinila.nces, and mud inftll upon 
no more thnn they wiU then admit of i but if this Houfe 
fliould agree to the fteHiitions firft propofed» it will put ic 
out of the Power of any Mtnifter, to advife his Majefty to 
accommodate himfelf to Times and Cirtuml\ances, in rela- 
tion to any future Treaty with Spain j which will of courfc 
make a War unavoidable ; for it is not to be fuppofed wc 
can prcvuil with Spain, to agree to every Thing we propofe, 
unlefs we force them to it by a fuccefiful War. Nay, after 
we have entered into a War, *tis great Odds if we meet with 
fuch Succefs, as may jntitle his Majclly to infift upon every 
Thing, that may be fuppofed to be contained in thefc Refo- 
lutions ; fo that it would be impoflible for his Majtily, ctr 
any of his Succeilbrs, to put an Jind to the War by a Treaty 
of Peace, or to agree to any Preliminaries far that Pur- 
pofe, without firft laying thofe Preliminaries before this 
Houfe ; and fuch a Publication might put it in tlie Pow- 
er of thofe that are Enemies to both NationSj to prevent 
the Negociation''s taking Effect. 

^ I hope, Sir» I have now made it appear, that there is no 
Neccffity for our coming to fuch particular B-efolations as 
were at firft propofed i and that our coming to fuch, might 
be attended with the moA fatal Conlequences, bccaufc it 
might not only involve the Nation In a Wlr, hut involve ic 

!m a War, perhapsj at a very unfeafonablcand ualucl;y Junc- 
ture. I know I am arguing againft that, which fccms lo he 
the popular Side of the Quell ion ; I know that by fome 
Means or other, a very great Refentment has been ftsrred 
np among the People, againfl: the Depredations committei 
by the Spaniards^ and, I conleG, they delerve our higheft 
Refentment ; but wc ought to ihew our Refentment by 
Blowsj not by Words ; and if we chufe an improper Time 
for giving the Blow, we may receive z greater than we caa 
give, I ll^all always have a great Regard for tlie Ertcem, 
and likewiiJ: for the Qpinian of the People i buf» I IhaU ne- 
! ^ 
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*"'»S"" "' ^^ ^^ ^^* ^ ''^'"^ contrary to the Intereft ofay Coantry, 
^ for the Sake of an immediate Efteem j becaufe, I know, it 

can never be lafting ; and I fhould follow any popular Opi- 
nion rather than that relating to what Provocations may be 
fufficient for declaring War. In every fuch Queftion, the 
People may be compared to a Number of Generals afiem?' 
Med in a Council of War» and deliberating, whether or np 
they ought to attack theEqemy. Many of them may, and 
cften do, give their Opinion for attacking, not becaufe thejr 
think it the ntofl prudent, but left their Courage fboold be 
fttfpefted, in cafe they fhould give their Vote for the other 
Side of the Queftion. 

* Though his Majefty's Servants may be againft this Houfe*a 
attempting by any of their Refolutions, to tie up hisMajef- 
ty*s Hands, fo as to make an immediate War unavoidable, 
let the principil Conjuncture be never fa unEvouraUe, it is 
not from thence to be inferred. Sir, nor, do J bdieve, that 
they are inclined to accept of any Thing rather than run the 
Risk of a War ; nor do I believe, they have any Reafons 
againft a War, that are peculiar to themfelves. Whatever 
Reafons his Majefty may have, for not refolving upon an 
immediate Declaration of War, whether they proceed from 
the Hopes he may yet have of obtaining Redrefe in a peacea- 
ble Manner, or from his being fenfible that the State of ^f- 
faln in Europe, will in aftiort Time afford a much more 
fevonrable Opportunity for declaring War, they niuft be fuch 
OS aftedt the Nation in general ; and, they may befuch as ought 
to induce us to try, for a while longer, the Method of Negocia- 
tions, or even to protraft and continue Qur Negoctations, 
after we are convinced that that Method will at laft prove 
ineffeftual, without being fuch as ought to induce us to ac- 
cept of a cruel and contemptuous Peace, rather than have re- 
cburfe to an open and declared War. The Space of half a 
Year only, may fo change the Face of Affairs all over Eu- 
rope, as to enable us to enter then into a War with great 
feeming Advantage and yet the prefent Conjunfture may be 
fiich a one, that we cannot immediately enter into a War 
without apparent Ruin. Suppofe, then, this to be the Cafe 
at prefent, would it not be highly imprudent in us to do that, 
whidi muft immediately involve the Nation in a War ? 
Would it be reafonablc in us, to defire his Majefty to com- 
mtmicate to iiich a numerous Aflembly, the prefent State of 
Affairs in Europe, or the Alterations which he expected 
might in half a Year's Time be brought about? Such a Re- 
qoeft, his Majefty could not farely comply with ; becaufe, 
uidi a Communication would certainly render our prefent 
Condition worfe, and might probably prevent thofe Al- 
terationft, from whence onfy we could cxpeA to make it 
better. From. 
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« From tlie Reafoas I have giyen. Sir, and, I hope, Aey ^""/J-*^^'*** 
will appear fufficient Reafons, for our not agreeing to the Re- 
folutions firil propofed, I think U is evident, that the only 
Reiblution we can come to upon the prefenc Occafion, mull 
be fuch a one as my honourable Friend has by his Amend- 
ment propofed. By fuch a Refolution, we fhali leave it 
entirely to his Majefty, to infill upon particular Acknow- 
ledgments of all our Rights and Privileges, now contelled by 
Spain, or to accept of general Acknowledgments, in cafe the 
prefent (hould appear to be an unfe^fonable Conjunflare for our 
declaring War againft that Kingdom. By this we may avoid 
a War, at leaft we fliall avoid being engnged in an unequal 
War i for, if we truft to his Majelly's Wifdom, we may 
depend on it he will not involve the Nation in War, unlefs 
he fees that he has got a proper Opportunity for fo doing. 
At the fame Time, we fliall, I think, by fuch a Refolution, 
fufficiently affert the principal Right, now in Difpute be- 
tween Spain and us, and we fliall fufficiently ftiew our Re- 
fentment againft the Ufege our Merchants and Seamen hare 
met with. This will convince the Court of Spain, that his 
Majefty will meet with the Approbation and Ailiftancc of 
his Parliament, in whatever Meafures he may take for ob- 
taining Redrefs, which may probably make th«m alter their 
GonduA towards us ; and, from fuch a Refolution, all thofe 
who underftand any Thing of our Conftitution, will fee, that 
we have, in this Houfe, done as much as was poffible for us 
to do, upon fuch an Occafion ; from whence, every Man, 
who has not fomething very difmal in his Conftitution, will 
conclude, that he has no Reafon to delpair of feeing Juftice 
done to himfelf and Fellow-Subjedls, and the Rights and 
Privileges of his Country eftabliflicd. 

« Before I have done. Sir, I muft take Notice of the Objec- 
tion made by the honourable Gentleman that fpoke laft He 
feys, the Refolution, as it will ftand by Me :ns of my ho- 
nourable Friend's Amendment will appear to be in the fane 
Terms with his Majefty's Anfwer to the laft Spanifti Men^o- 
rial ; and, that therefore, we ought not to -gree to it, left. 
it fliould be thought that the Reiolution of this Houfe was 
di£bted by our Minlfters of State, I cannot fay. Sir, that 1 
have compared the two together, fo as to judge whether they 
be in the fame Terms or not. Bat, luppofe they are, is 
there any Scandal in oifr agreeing with the Crown, or even 
with our Minifters of State, when that which they have 
done appears to be right ? Sir, in my Opinion, this is fo far 
from b^ing an Objection to the Refolution my honourable 
Friend has propofed, that it is a ftrong Argument for our 
agreeing to it; for, furely, it muft adminifter Comfort and 
Encouragement to our own People, to fee his Majefty and 
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^'^rli S** "' ^" Parliament agreeing, upon the fame Meafares for their Re- 
\^ Y X^ ^'^^^'f and, as it will convince the Court of Spain, that there 
is a good Agreen^ent, and thorough UnderHanding, between 
' his Majefly and his Parliament, it will be an Argument of 

the greatell Weight with that Court, for prevailing on them 
to agree to what his Majefty has'propofed, or may propofe, 
towards an Accommodation ; therefore, if we have a Mind, 
that our prefent Differences with Spain fhould be fettled in 
an amicable Way, if we have a Mind to incline them to 
hearken to Reafon, or the Voice of Peace, we ought to agree 
to the Amendment propofed : Nay, unlefe we have a Mind 
to encourage or encreafe their Obftinacy, by making them' 
and all Europe believe there is a Difunion and Dift^ft be* 
tween his Majefty and his Parliament, we muft agree to the 
Amendment propofed.* 

The next that fpoke.was Stf William Windham, whofe 
Speech was to this EfFeft, viz. 
Sir, 
5« w. windbaro; * I am extremely furprized to hear the prefent Debate (b 
much miftaken, as I find it is, by the honourable Gentleman 
who fpoke laft. Is there any Gentleman in this Houfe has 
fuppofed, is there any Gentleman can fuppofe, that the Re- 
folutions of this Houfe can be efFeflual in the Cafe now be- 
fore us, without the Concurrence of the Crown ? We may, 
by our Refolutions, which we offer only by Way of 
Advice to the Crown, determine indeed, what are the Rights 
of the Nation, we may determine what are the Injuries we 
have fuffered ; we may go farther, we may dfetermine or ra- 
ther declare, what Methods we think ought to be' talcen for 
afferting thofe Rights, for revenging thofe Injuries ; but, un- 
lefs they are carried into Execution by the Crown, or by 
thofe employed by the Crown, they cannot of themfelves be 
fuppofed to be efFedtual. 

• In the prefent Cafe, Sir, Complaint has been made to 
as, that our Trade has been interrupted ; that many of our 
Merchant-Ships have been plundered, and many feized and 
confifcated; that many of our Seamen have been cruelly 
ufed ; and that fome of our moft valuable and moft undoubt- 
ed Rights and Privileges have been invaded : The Petitioners 
pray, that we would procure them Relief, and that we would 
provide a Remedy for thefe Evils. What can they mean by 
fuch a Prayer ? Surely they do not mean, that this Houfe 
fhould declare War, or fend Ambafladors to Spain to de- 
mand Satisfeftion. Either they mufl mean, that, if thefe 
Grievances have been occafioned by the Fault or Negled of 
nf our own Subjefb, we fhould enquire into it, and pu- 
ofe that have beeii to blame ; or they mufl mean, that 
lenqoiit what Injuries they have foBFered, and what 
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►national Rights or PnVitcges have been invaded, that we Anno^trCto. il 
•'Should rcprerent to tlie Crown thofe Injuries and Invafions, 
^•and that we fbould give iuch Advice to his Majefty.as, \LfoU 
Mowed, will be elfedda] for procurirg the Relief and Rcme- 
*-dy they pray for. Upon fuppofing that his M:ijcfty 
'wilt follow our Advice, it may be f»id» that one RcIolution> 
|*«r one Set of Rcfolutfons, will be more effcflual than ano- 
»therj and, therefore, the Queftion now under our Confidera- 
^Ibh is, which of the two Pfopofitions made to us, contains 
^>lhe fiilkft and truell Rcprefentation of the national Rights 
tand Privileges, that have been invaded, and of the Injuries, 
|»^which our Trade and Merchants have fuffcrcd. 

In this Light, Sir, let us compare the two PropofitioEi 
[•together, and we fhall foon fee which ought to be preferred, 
f'^The firft contains a pjirricular Enumetii-cion of the fevcral 
^•Grievances we bbour under* mentions the Pretences that 
rhavc been made life of for putting fuch Grievances upon us, 
band particularly a(rerts,as well as (ets forth, every Right or Pri- 
irilege that has been invaded. The lecond contains only a general 
^"Reprefentation of the Injuries we have fuffcred, without men- 
tioning any one Pretence that hss been made ufe of, or pro- 
erly aflcrting, or fo much as mentioning, any one Right or 
Privilege, th:it hai been invaded. The firft fliews it to be 
•our Sentiments, that the feveral Rights and Privileges of this 
Illation, which have been invaded, ought to be particularly 
Kmcknowledged ; that the fcvcral Pretences made ufe of for in- 
^Tadfng them, ought to be particularly explained, and ex* 
"^nerty given up; and that an immediate and fpecifick Satis^ 
adtion ought to be infilled on : The fecond, if agreed to, 
vill make it be looked on as the Opinion of this Houle, that 
*a general Acknowledgment of our Rights, and a general 
» Prom jfe of Satisfaction, may be accepted of, 

* Upon fuch a Comparifon, Sir, can any Gentleman, after 
Ithe late Experience we have had, think, that fuch a general 
TAcltnowledgmenr ofoi:r Rights, will be efFeftual for fecur- 
cing our Trade in Time to come, or for redrelTing our injured 
Merchants for what is pail ? Let any Man, Sir, read any of 
the Treaties, from the Treaty 1667, to tJie Treaty of Se- 
lf ille, and then think that general Acknowl^edgments or ge- 
•neral Proiiiifes are fufficient fur our Purpofe, His Majefly, 
*ti8 true, may, I hope Jic wiU, infill upon particular Aoknow- 
l^ledgments of our feveral Rights, that have been lately con- 
efted or invaded ; upon a fnfficient fpecifick Sum, by Way 
•of Reparation to his injured Subje^s; and upon an exemplary 
• Puntihment'i being inHlfted upon thofeSpanifh Govenwrsor 
|.Commanders, that h%ve injured them t His Majelly, 1 fay, 
'may infift upon fuch Terms^ rotwithftanding ,nny Opinion 
l-*re may now give, or asv Rcfclotion wc may now come to ; 
Vol, V. ' Hh but 
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but certainly, tt would be wrong in as to give, »s the Opi* 
nion of this Houfe, what cannot be the real Opinioft of any 
Mm in the Kingdom, To offer fuch an Oplnioo by Way of 
Aflvicc, would be a Mlileading of the Ccown* or enabling 
Minifters to do fo j therefore, m Duty to our Sovereign, in 
Juilicc to oar much injured Couniry and Countrymenj in 
Honour, in Cot>fcience, with refped to oiirfelvcs, we ate 
bound not to giva any fuch Advice. 

* Peace, Sir, is cerrainly preterablc to War} and every 
good Man mull wifh, that his Majedy may be able to pro- 
cure Satisfaction and Security by Way of Negociation : But 
War is preferable to an ignominioiis Peace j and every M^ 
who has a Reg;ird for the Honour of his Country, or the 
Safety of his Fellow-Subjefts, would chufe to fee the Nation 
involved in War, let the Event be what it will, rather 
than lee it infulted and abiiied, as it has been by Spain 
for almoft thefe twenty Years. By agreeing to the Refolu- 
tions ftrft propofed^ we do not put it out of his Majeliy's 
Power to obtain Satiifa^ion in a peaceable Way, we only 
put it out of chc Power of» or at lead make it hazardous for, 
Minillers, to advife his MnijcAy to agree to an ignominious 
Treaty ot Peace ; which any Treaty will be, that does not 
procure ample Satisfadton to our injured Merchants and Sea- 
men, and future Security to our Commerce For this Pur- 
pofe, every Miin muU be fcnfible from what's pafledj that 
general Acknowledgments or bare Promifes wil! not be effec- 
tual ! Nay, I am of Opinion, that even the moil particular 
Acknowledgments and E^fptanatioqs, will not of themfclves 
prove elFedtual, We mult infut upon the punifhing of thofe 
Spanilh Governors or Captains of Guarda Coda's, that have 
injured ah, and upon fome fignal Atonement's being made to 
the Nation, for the many Aftronts that have been put upon It ; 
for I am afraid the Spatiiards have, from our late Behaviour, 
conceived fuch an Opinion of our Fondnefs for Peace, that 
they will fhcvv but litde Regard to the moll particular and 
folemn Engagements they may make with us. Their Attack 
ibine Years fince upon Gibraltar, at a Time when our harm- 
lefs Fleets appeared upon their Coaft5» without any hoftiic 
Intention J I believe, againil ibetn, or any of their Allies; 
and their late Attack upon our Ships at the liland of Tor- 
tugas, notwithllanding its being a Time of profound Peace 
between the two Nations, and notwithllanding one of the 
mofl particular, and moll explicit Concefiians, chat could be 
jnade by one Nation to another : Thefe two Attacks, I fay, 
ilie continual Attacks they make upon our Ship» in 
cf Gampechy, give me fome Reafon for fu.fpe<£tiligt 
do not now think themfelves under a NeceiHty of 
upon Ccfemomes mth regard to us, or of ob- 
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Tcrvirtg tlie mo(t particukr and exprefs Stipulations tbey can a^«™ 
jnaicewitK us. 

I {hall not pretend, Sir, to difpate the good natural Dif- 
^iition of lits Catholick. Majeliy, or his Indinations to do 
Jufticc CO this Nation ; but I muft fty, we have as yet felt 
none of the EffcSs, cither of the one or the other, and I 
am afraid, thofe who have fo good an Opinion of his Incli- 
nation?, will at laft find, they have trulted to them more 
than they ought to have done. However, let hi* Catholick 
Msjefty's natural Difpofition be never fo jujl, let hia Incli- 
nations towards »& be never fo favourable, if his Governors 
and Captains in the Wcft-Jndies are allowed to inia|iiie, that 
they may plunder, or urjuilly feize and confifcate firittlh 
Ships, without any Kcar of Punifhment, if they lind they 
have nothing to apprehend, but being fimply obliged to re- 
fiore, they will every now and then h^ nibbling ; for RctU- 
tution is feldom made complete, fomcthlng wlU always ftlck 
to the Fingers of the Tellers : and as fuch Dtfputes are, we 
find^ CKtsremely tedious, FoiTeiTion in the mean Time will in 
every Cafe be worth (braething. For this Realbn we muft^ 
in my Opinion, infill: upon condign Puniihment, as well as 
complete Reftitution, otherftife our future Security will al- 
ways be precarious ; and our infifting upon fuch Terms, or 
our obliging our Minifters to infill upoti fuch Terms, will 
not, I hope, nuke an immediate War neceflkry. Unleft 
we have, by fome very odd Blander in Politicks, cooked up 
. fuch a Syftem of Aflairs abroad, as has united fornc of the 
chief Powers of Europe with Spain, and has at the fame 
"■ime detached from ua, every Ally we formerly had, or at 
fleaft every Ally that can afford us any AihiUnce, I am furc; 
!the Spaniards will agree to fuch' Term^, rather than come to 
an open Ruptnrc ; fo that our coming to fuch Refolutions as 
were firft propofed, inftead of making War neceflkry, will 
'^make Peace, I mean a real and an honourable Peace, more 
quickly attainable j becaufc if Spain has nothing but her own 
■Strength to depend on, and if our Minifters have taken Care 
'that we have fuch Allies as we ought to have, and always 
Slav have, our Refolutions will make S^ain think it ntceff&ty, 
to agree immediately to what is juft and reafonable, in order to 
prevent a Rupture ; for tho* that Court may believe, and may 

Thaps have found, that they can cajole and amufe a Britifh 

iniftcr, I hope they arc not fo vam as to ihink, they can 
CBJole or amufe a Britifh Parliament. 

* AJtho* we have not the Power, Sir, to fend out Fleets 
«r Armie$, or to give Orders or In£Ua6lions to Fleets or 
Armies; yet, as Members of this Houfc, we have, by oar 
Conftinition, a Power to enquire into the Condudl of thofe, 
who, by their Employments, are to give his Majelly their 
fceft Advice in fucli Cafes ; and, if span Enquiry it (hould 
H h 2 appear. 
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*"",»5 °J '** sippea^ that thejr have not advifed his Majefty to fend oat 
proper Fleets or Armies, or have not advifed him to give 
them proper Inftraftions, for revenging the Affronts that 
have been put upon the Nation, we have a Power, and we 
are in Daty boand, to remove fuch G)unfellors from his 
Majefty^s Coancils. But, if it ihould appear, that foch 
Ceunfellws advifed pacifick Meafures, when immediateVen-> 
gicance ought to have been taken, if it fhould appear that 
the Affronts offered were of fuch a high Nature, that it was 
diftionourable for the Nation to fubmit to a Negociation, we 
would, in that Cafe, have a Power, and it would be oar 
Duty, to ^unifh fuch weak or wicked G)unfelIors. In pub- 
lick Life, as well as private, there are fome Affronts that 
cannot, by the Cudom of Nations, admit of a peaceful Ac- 
commodation, or of any Negociation for that Purpofe. If a 
Gentleman ihould be caned in the open Streets, and fhould, 
inftead of making a proper Return, fend a Clergyman next 
Morning to the Aggreffor, to beg that the Affair might be 
made up in an amiciiblc Way, the Aggreflbr might, perhaps, 
look upon his Patient as a good Chriitian, but I am fure he 
would not look upon him as a Gentleman, or Man of Cou- 
rage ; and therefore he would probably offer no other Satia- 
^dion, but fuch a one as no Man of Honour could accept 
of, or perhaps, and moft probably too, he would bully and 
fay, the Fellow deferved what he had met with. A Man of . 
true Honour, upon meeting with fuch an Affront, would 
immediately take his own Satisfadion, and that too with the 
very firft Opportunity. 

* In publick Life, and in national Affairs, the Cafe is 
the fame. There are fome Affronts that may be put by one 
Nation upon another, which ought to be immediately refented 
in a hoftile Manner. All Attacks or Infults ought to be refented 
in fuch a Manner, when it appears evident that it was done 
by publick Authority. When an Infult is committed b^ 
the Sutje^ of any Nation, without an apparent Com- 
miffion, or other Authority from their Government, the in- 
jured Nation may fend Ambaffadors to demand Satisfad;ioD s 
and ought not to refent the Injury in a hoftile Manner, till 
the other Nation has made the Adt its own, or has taken the 
Guilt upon itfelf, by denying or unreafonably delaying to 
punifi) or give up the Offenders. But when the Infult or 
Attack appears, from the very Nature of it, to have been com- 
mitted by publick Authority, Satisfadion ought not to be 
fued for by Ambafladors ; it ought to be immediately taken by 
•Fleets and Armies, properly inflruded for that Purpofe. 
And fuch, I am of Opinion, we ought to have reckoned 
feveral Infults pat upon this Nation by Spain^ within this 
hft Dozen Years : Nay. I may &y, that the Court of Spain ^ 
(eenu to have been ingenious enough, to fall upon the mofl 
... effedoal 
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effeflual Method for provoking a national Rcfentment on our '*'*^^!j?. Jj!''"' 
Part» by making every Injury, that has been done us by any , 
of their SubjeCTs^ the A&. and Deed of the whole Nation ; 
for tho' they have acknowledged ibme of ihc Injuries doae, 
to be fuch, yet 1 do not hear that ibcy have, in any one Cafe, 
made a coraplcat Rciiitmion of all Cods and Damages, or 
that they have punilhed, or given up any one ©f the Of^ 
fenders. From hence. Sir, I muft think, that thofe who 
ought to advife his Majelty, have been to blame j in not ad- 
vmng him to refcnC fome of the AfFroDts that have been put 
upon us, by immediate Hollili ties, or an immediate Decla- 
ration of War ; I muJl think they have been to blnme, ia 
pot adviiing his Majefty, in moft of the other Cafe, to in- 
fill more peremptorily upon a fpecdy and compleat Reftitn- 
tion, <tnd upon a fevere Puniihment^s being inili^ed upon all 
thole Spaoifh Governors or CommanderB of Guarda Coda's, 
that had any Way injured the Subjects of this Kingdom i 
and, if I am right in my Opinion, we ought upon this Oc- 
cafion, to go farther than any Thing yet propofed : We ought 
to enquire into the Cofiduft of fome of thofe who are, by 
their Poft» or Employments, obliged to give his Majcily 
their be fl Advice. This, 1 think, Sir, is our Duty; and 
if the Refolutions firll propofed be agreed to, I hope, that 
Agreement will be followed by a proper Motion for this 
Piirpofc J which would, I believe, tend napre to revive 
the drooping Spirit* of our injured Fellow Subje£b, than 
any other ftefolution we can come to. 

* For this Realon, Sir, were there no other, I hope the 
Reiblutions firft propofed will be agreed to : For if they arc 
not agreed to, I am fure no Gentleman can expeft to fuc- 
cced, and therefore no Gentleman will make any Motion 
for fiich an^Enquiry. The prefent unlucky State of Afiiira 
in Europe, or the Danger this Nition may be in, of being 
involved in a heavy War, can be no Argument againft fueh 
an Enquiry : for it wa£ upon fuch Occafions that the Roman 
People, while they retained their Virtue, got their guilty 
Magiilrates punirfied, and their own Liberties fecured. In 
their Hillorics, we have many Examples of their infiftlng 
obftinatejy upon a Confirmation, or Enlargement of their 
Frivi]eg|e$» or upon an Enquiry into the Condu^il' of their Ma- 
giilratcs, when the Enemy was at moil at the Gates of their 
City. This Obilinacy never did that brave People any Da- 
mage ; for as foon as they got their Liberties fecured, or iheir 
Ruiky Magiftratc5 punilhed, their Armies (vent out with A* 
Licrity, and returned with Viaory. In this Country, I 
hqpc upon the prcient Occafion, the Cafe would be the 
fame : Give the People but Satisfatlion i Put our Fleet* 
and our ArAiiea under thofe, in whofe Wifdom and 
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^^w^ST" "" ^^^'^^ ^^ ^^ * Cbnfidence, and I promiie for lima, 
tbey*ll give a good Account of their Enemies. Whereas, 
if you go to War, while yoar People are difcmtented, and 
confequently difpiritad ; if your Fleets and your Armies are 
nnder the Condud of thofe, who by their pad Management 
have forfeited their Chancer, both among yonr ^Idiere 
and Sailors, you can cxpeA no Socoeis, either from your 
Fleets or your Armies. Therefore, in cafe a War (hould 
become unavoidat>le, I am afraid it will be neceflary for as, 
to ^ter into fnch an Enquiry as I have mentioned, in order 
to give SatisCi&ion to our People, either by juftifying onr 
late Condod, in cafe it flioald appear to have been prudent 
suid wife; or by removing or ^niflung thofe, that have 
been the chief Advifen ^ it, in cafe it ihould appear to 
have been pnfillanimons and impmdent 

* Bat, Sir, I am of Opinion, that the beft Method we 
could take for preventing a War, would be, to refolve im- 
mediately upon enquiring into our late Condud: ; becaofe, 
if the Enemies of this Nation have ^t any Advantages 
fnmi our Condud in Time of Peace, they may reafonably 
hope for greater in Time of War, and therefore may now 
lefufe to give us a proper Satisfadion or Security, bccaufis 
they are defirous of coming to a Rupture ; whereas, if we 
this Day refolve upon an Enquiry, onr Enemies will exped 
a Change in cur Managers, and from thence a Change in 
our Condud;, which muft diminifli, if not deftroy their 
Hopes of getting any Thing by a War, and may confe- 
quently alter their Inclinations. 

< To tell us. Sir, that the Court of Spain cannot, in a 
peaceable Manner, be bipught to agree to fuch particular 
Acknowledgments, and fpecifick Proraifes, as th^ have, by 
their own Condud, mode necef&ry for the SatisfaAico ai^ 
Security of this Nation, is to tell us, that they defpife us. If 
this be the Cafe, we can expefk no real Peace, notwithftand- 
ingany new Treaty we can make with them : We muft ex- 
petk, that ifter the next Treaty, they will continue to treat 
US as they have done fince the laft. We can exped nothing 
but repeated Infults and Depredations, till by a vigorous War 
we convince them of their Error, and compel them to alter 
their Behaviour. But this. Sir, is not the Cafe ; they nnay 
perhaps defpife our Negociators ; but, I am perfnaded, they 
do not, I think they cannot, defpife the Nation. They may 
hope, that our Fleets and Armies will be bound up in Time 
to come by pacifick Inftru^ons, as they have been upon 
fome former Occafions ; but they know too well the Alacrity 
and Courage both of onr Soldiers and Sailors, not to be afraid 
of their being lent againft them with proper Inftruflions : 
The beft Thing therefore we can do upon th^ prefent Occa- 
fiottj is to lay our Negociators under a NccdSty of treating 
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with tjieniiiipon a^Footlng tiiiTcrenc from what they hire done ; 
iiid our Miniflers under aNeceJlity oFfuniifhitig any Fleets or 
Armies, they may hei eafter put the Nation to the Expctice of 
fending gut, with iuch Instructions as fh:il'l make them fpreaii 
*rcrror, inlkad of Laughter, wherever they come. For thi* 
Purpofe, the Kcfolutions firll propoled, are Q> far fwm being 
loo particular or explscite, duit, I chink they ought tu bem^de 
more particular aod more expl idle. If we fliould add to each 
of them in ex pmfs Terms, that it is the OpmioQof thisHoufe, 
War ought to be declared agatnft Spain, unlefs fuch a Right 
or Privilege ftiould be particularljf acknowledged, or unlef* 
fuch a Violation of the Law of Nations, or iuch an Iniult 
ihould be attoned for, by punifhiog or giving up the Authorp, 
1 do not think we would be in the lealU to blame ; and, with 
regard to the Damage that has been done to our Merchanrs 
and Seamen, if we ihould appoint a. kk£\. Con^mittec to 
tak£a particular Account of it, and Collate thefpecifick Sum 
they thought it amounted to, and if we Qiould upon their 
Report come to a Rcfolution, thit fuch a fpecifick Sum 
ought to be demanded and peremptorily infilled oa, for 
making good that Damage to the Sufferer?, I wn convinced 
very few Per foils in thi^ Nation would think we had gone a 
bit coo ]&r, Bay, chat we had done wifclyt by avoiding being; 
the Dupes of Spaio and ihe ScofFof all Europe. 

* However, Sir, I am conlideot, that as foon as thofc Re- 
(blutions are laid before his Majclly^ he will order and em- 
power (bmc proper Perfons to ejcaminc particularly into the 
feveral Depredations that have been cominiued upon his Sub- 
je&, and to Hate the fpecifick Sum they amount to. I am 
jikewilc confident, that in any future Treaty his M.iJ«lly 
will infift upon this fpecifick Sum's being immediately paid, 
and upon every other Reparation for fatisfying the Honour 
of this Kingdom. Thefe Things, I lay, tiir, I am confident 
his Majefty will infift on ; at Jeait* our Refoluiions, in cafe 
we agre« to thoCe that were firft propofed^ will, In fomc 
Meafure, (hew that they ought to be jnfiII:e<ion. 

* 1 am furpriled. Sir, toliear his Majefty's Name men-. 
tloncd in ihcMpnner i; has been in this Debate. His Ma- 
jeiiy's Wifdom anjdConduft is \o well known, that if it were 
poflible for him to fee every Thing with his own Eyes* and 
to execute every Aft of Government or Power by himfelf, 
without the Interpofition of Minifters of Sen-'anta, there 
would be no Occafion for our entering into any Eoquiry, or 

omingtoany Kefolutions. We are not, Sir, fb much as to 
oubt of our Sovereign's Wifdom or Condufl in any Affair 
»fJnatfoever ; but, the Wifdom and CirtiduCt of his Minillers 
' SviYants wc may doubt of, we ought to doubt of it : h is 
vhit wc ought often to enquire imo ; and, I mull think 
here never was greater Otcaiun for doubting of it, and en* 






qniring into it, than at prefent. For this Reafoh, whatever 
I have faid, or may fay apon the Subjed now under our 
Confideration, will, I hope, be fappofed to be meant only 
of the Condudof his Majefty's Minifters ; and that Condud, 
I hope, I may freely examine into, and freely cenfare,with- 
out feiving any juft Ofl^nce. I believe there is no Man in 
the Kingdom qoeftions but that his Majefty would have long 
fince obtained full Satisfedion and Security, either in a 
peaceable Way, or by Force of Arms, if he had not been 
snifinformed, and mifled by Advice, which now, I think, 
Rppears to have been none of the moil prudent ; and, if Fo- 
reigners have begun to prefume, which I am afraid they have, 
that our Miniilers are weak and imprudent, and upon that 
Prefumption have begun to treat this Nation in a haughty, 
unjuft, or contemptible Manner, their perceiving that the 
Parliament continues to put an entire Confidence in the C3on- 
du&offuch Minifters, will not, I am fure, prevail with 
them to alter their ConduA, with regard to this Nation, in 
Time to come. 

* I am of Opinion, Sir, that our Situation, as an Ifland, 
will always fureifli us with an Opportunity, if we have the 
good Luck to be under a prudent and wife Adminiftra- 
^n, for afferting our Rights, in cafe of Encroachments 
from any of our Neighbours ; becaufe, while we hold the 
Balance of Power in Europe, we ftiall always be provided 
with fuch an Opportunity ; and, we can never lofe holding 
the Balance of Power in Europe, but by a long Series of egre- 
gious Blunden. However, fuppofing that our Situation does 
not aways fumifli us with fuch an Opportunity, if, as the 
Gentlemen fay, it often does, I cannot comprehend how it 
has happened, that we could find no fuch Opportunity for 
thefe twenty Years paft t for, every one knows that it is more 
tiian twenty .Years fmce the Spaniards firft began to incroach 
npon or invade fome of our Rights or Privileees; and, it muft 
be granted, that fince they firft began, they nave continued 
without any long Intermiffion. I am therefore vtry fufpi- 
cious, we have of late Years negleded feveral gbbd Oppor- 
tonities for compelling them to fettle all Difputes with us to 
our own Liking; and, from thence, there is, I think, great 
Reaibn to fear, that thofe who have neglected paft Oppor* 
tunities, will not make a good Ufe of any future, unlefs we 
lay them under a Sort of Neceifity for fo doing, by the Refo> 
lutions we come to upon this Occaiion. 

* In deliberating what we ought to do upon the prefent 
Occaiion, we are not. Sir, to confider, whether the prefent 
ConjunAure be a properone, for repairing our Wrongs, and 
-vindicating our Rights and Privileges. We are to confider 
what Rights and Privileges of this Nation have been invaded 
bj Spain, and what Injqrie* they havt done us, io order to 
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declare them to Kis Majefty, in what Manner the fonnrr Anno n &o. n. 
ought to bcaiTerted, and ihc latter relented. This we are to 
^3o, that his Maje% may from thence fee, the Rights and 
Privileges of his Kingdom that have been invaded, and the 
Injuries that have been done to his Subje£bs ; and that he 
may know what we think ought to be done upon fach an 
Occafion. His Majefty only is to oonfidcr whether the pre - 
fcnt be a feafonable Conjun^ure, fordoing what ought to be 
done; and if it is nor, he will of courfe confider, how it 
comes that the prcfent Conjundture of Affeirs in Europe hap- 
pens to be ib unfa^vourabte for this Nation. Thb will natu- 
rally make him resell upon the late loformations and Ad- 
vicea he ha» received i and if they appear to have been 
wrong, it will make him change his Meafures, and, perhaps 
his CoonciUors. If his MajeUy (hould, upon Examination, 
iind, that the prcfent is not a proper Seafon for infifting up- 
on fuch Terms as we ought to have, he cannot, by the Re- 
folutioRS propofed, or by any Refolutions of this Houfc, be 
obliged to iniift peremptorily upon fuch Terms, nor can his 
Miniflers be expofed to any Danger, for adviJlng him to 
accept of more general Terms, chough they may be neither 
Co honourable nor efFtdual. But it is ftill to be undcrllood, 
that they had no Hand in rendering the Conjan£lure fo un- 
favourable for their Country, nor had negledrcd to take ad- 
vantage of any precedfrg Conjunftore that was favourable* 
With regard to his Majelly, the only Effect our Refolutions 
can have, will be to give him a full and true Information, 
and, r hope» a wholfojne Advice; and, with regard to 
his Minifters, the only Effcftour Refolutions can have, will 
be to make it dangerous for them to advife him to accept 
of, or ratify a diflionourabie or ignominious Treaty, at 3 
Time when the Circumftanccs of our Affiirs both at home 
and abroad, afFonied him an Opportunity far infifting upon 
honoa table Terms ; and for both ihefe Purpofo, I muft 
think the Refolutions firll propofed will be much more effec- 
tual than the llefolution propofed by the honourable Gentle- 
man*! Amendment. 

' I muft grant, Sir, that if a Motion were to be made 
in this Houfc, for an immediate Declaration of War, I 
ihoald be againft agreeing to fuch a Motion ; bccaufe, I 
really believe the Affairs of Europe are, at prHent, in a State 
no: very favourable for this Nation; but I muft fay, I am 
of Opinion, it is pretty much owing looor ownCondjd;. 
I am afraid it will he found, that for many Years our Neigh- 
bours, the French, have had the Art lo make us fall out 
with Spttn whenever they had a Mind ; and after they liad 
fet the two Nations by the Ear? together, they h»ve hcd 
Authority enough, to auke us carry on the War in fach 
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^"^ " ^ "' * Manner, and agree to an Accommodation npon fach Terms^ 
' ■ ^ as they were pleated to prcfcribe. By this Management the 
Spaniards have found, that they can expe& ncHhiog fiom 
our Friendlhip, nor need fear any Thing from our l^mity i 
which has been the chief Caufe of their infulting Behaviour 
towards us, and will always, while it fubfifts, produce the 
fame ESe€t i and by the iaine Management, I am afraid, 
our Chara^r has been fo much leffened at all the Cojirts of 
Europe, that none of them are ndw fond of an Alliance 
with us, nor ready to give us* their Affiftance. If I have 
been rightly informed, even our good Allies the Dutch begin 
to look cool upon us ; for I have been told that an Ap[>li> 
cation was lately made to them, to join \yith us againft Spain, 
and that they anfwered coolly, ' If Spain pretends to do us an 
Injury ,we know how to right ourfelves without your Afliftance.* 
Whether this be true or not, our Minifters know much better 
than I can pretend to ; but if it is, I muft from thence conclude, 
we have not an Ally in Europe, we could truft to for Af- 
fiftance, in Cafe of a War ; and therefore I ^uft conclude, 
that the prefent is a very unfeafonable G)njunfture, for us to 
declare War againft Spain ; becaufe we cannot forefee what 
Affiftance they might, in fuch a Cafe, meet with, from 
f6me of the other Powers of Europe, efpecially from thofc 
who are naturally no great Friends to this Nation. How- 
ever, Sir, our agreeing to the Refoludons firft propofed, can 
have no other Efted, t^an to fhew his Majefty what' we 
think ought to be done ; and as our coming to fuchRefolutions 
will be an Argument for convincing our old and natural Al- 
lies, that the Nation has at laft got out of its Leading Strings^ 
as the Refolutions of Parliament will have greater Weight, 
and will be more confided in, tKan the Refolutions of 
any of his Majefty's other Councils, our coming to fuch 
Refolutions, may probably reftore our Charader at foreign 
Courts, and enable his Majefty to bring about fuch an Al- 
teration in the ASairs of Eurqpe, as will fumifli us with a 
good Opportunity for refenting the injuries we have met 
with, and for vindicating and aflcrting every one of the 
Rights or Privileges of the Nation, that has lately been in- 
vaded, or any way incroached on. 

* I am extremely furprized. Sir, to hear the leaft Infmua- 
tion made, that we ought always to approve of what 
appears to be the Sentiments of his Majefty*s Minifters, or 
that we ought, upon all Occafions, to fpeak their Senfe only. 
To eftabliih this, as a Rule for our COndud, would be fuch 
a Difgrace, as, I hope, this Houfe will never incur. I 
have fo good an Opinion even of this Parliament, that I can- 
not imagine we will approve of this Maxim ; becaufe, no 
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Parlmment that cftablifhea or obferves fach a Maxim, can ^^^^ 
be of any Ufe, either to their Kjng or their Country ; there- 
fore, I hope, we will, by our Refolutiona of this Day, 
convince the World, tbat we are no way under the Direc- 
tion or Influenice of our Mimfters of StaLc. It is a Maxim, 
Sir, that we ought not tofpeak ill of the Dead ; but^ this 
Maxim rekties to dead Men, not to dead Parliaments: Of 
Pafliatnents, we muft fay nothing amifs, while they are 
living; but* after -they are dead, we arc allowed to tell the 
Truth, and to give our Sentiments of them freely. This 
Parliament will foon come to die, as others have done before 
it: It can live but a very few Years longer; therefore, let 
us coufide'r what People will fay of us when we are dead, 
if we fhould give the leaft Rcafon to fufpefl, that we ap- 
proved of fuch a. Maxim. Some former Parliaments have 
feemed, by their Behaviour, to approve of this Mr.xim : 
• The/ Itemed to fpeik, upon all Occafions, the Senfe of our 
Minillcrs, and their Senfe only ; but, 1 am fare, the Cha- 
rafter now generally given to thofe Parliam,ents, can be no 
Encouragement for us to follow their Example. If we 
have a Mind to produce, hy our Refolutions, any Change in 
the Conduft of Spain towards tliis Nation, we mull not, 
upon thia Occafion, fhew a thorough Approbation of the 
Meafures or Sentiments of our Minillers. For above thia 
Dozen of Years paft, it has appeared, that there was a 
thorough Underflanding and Agreement between our Par- 
liaments and oar Miniiters : The RefoIut!on« of the former 
have been nothing but echoing back the Refblutions of the 
latter, and the Sentiments and Meafures of the latter have 
been all, I fhall not fay ixnplicitely, approved of by the 
former; yet, daring aCourfe of fo many Years, it has not 
produced the leaft: Variation in the Conduit of Spairtj with 
regal d to their Behaviour towards this Nation , On the con- 
trary, I believe it has encouraged them to continue tbetr In- 
fults and Depredations. It is therefore now high Time for 
^ us to alter our Method, in order to convince the Spaniards, 
that, whatever Hope* they may have of being lliU able to 
amufe our Mlniflcrs, they can no longer hope for being 
able, even with the Affilbaoe of Britiih Mimilers, to a- 
jnafe a Britiih Parliament. 

* Having {aid thus much, Sir, I fhall obferve, that, if we 
coofider the laft Spinifh Memorial, and thcEjlimates for the 
Service of the enfuJng Year^ we fhalt find, in my Opinion, 
an irrefiltibUe Argamcni for coming to the moft vigorous Relb- 
lutioDs upon the prefent Occafion. By the lall Spanidi Me- 
morial it appears, that the Court of Spain arc as far from 
yielding to grant us cither Satisfaflion or Security in a peace- 
I i z able 
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^i^'S**" "* *b^«W'ay, as they were feven '^ears^igo j and yet, by tbe 
*^" Eftimates for the enfaing Year, it appears that we have no 

Defign tofeek for it in any other Way. It is an old Maxim 
in Treaty-making, that the beft Method of treating is to 
treat Sword in Hand. We have been treating for thefe eight 
or nine Years, without Sword in Hand, aini the Event has 
ihewn the Miftake we have been guilty of ; for, by what I caQ 
find, WP are not now fo near our Purpofe, as we were when 
yrt firft began; becaufe our Ginipbints, and coniequently 
•ur Demanids, increafe daily, and the more they increafe, 
the more difficult we (hall find it to <^btain fu}l Satisfadion. 
It was therefore in my Opinion high .Time for us, at the 
Beginning of this Seffion, to think of altering our Method of 
Treating : It was high Time for us to think of putting our- 
lelves in a Condition to treat Sword in Hand ; and for this 
Reafon, I was furprifed to find, by the Eftimates fpr this en- 
fuiog Year, that no more than 10,000 Seamen were de- ' 
xnanded for that Service. I expedted that 20,000 Seamen «t 
leaft would have been demand«l ; nay, if 30,00c had been 
demanded, I fhould have been for agreeing to it ; becaufe, I 
think even that Number may be ufefully employed. But as 
no greater Number has been demanded, than what is 
ufual in Time of Peace, I am from thence convinced, that 
our Minifters have no Thoughts of altering their Method of 
Treating ; which I think it is our Duty to oblige them to 
do; but we never can do it by agreeing to the Ameuhnent 
propofed by the honourable Gentleman. Therefore, I hope 
the Amendment will be disagreed to, in order that the Quef- 
tion may be put, and agreed to, upon the feveral Refolutions 
that were firft propofed.* 
Edward Wortley Montague, Eiqj fpoke to the following 

Sir, 
< As I do not pretend to know the prefent Views of the 
Spanifli Court, nor the Opinion they have of this Kation, I 
jkall not take upon me to determine which of the two Pro- 
portions made to us, will be rood efinedlual for procuring that 
Remedy and Relief the Petitioners pray for. I am afraid nei- 
ther of them will prove efleftual : Nay, I doubt much, if an 
Order or Refolution for 20,000 Seamw for the Service of the 
cnfuing Year, pr even the fitting out a formidable Squadron, 
with Firefhips, Bomb- ketches, and all other Utenfils of War, 
would procure fuch a Satis^fUon or Security from that Na- 
tion, as we ought to mfift on ; for they have of late {eei> 
us fit out ib many expenfive and holUle-like Squadrons, with- 
out any hoftile Intention, that, I believe, they will not now 
think we are in ear&eft, till they not only fee our Squa- 
drons, 
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drons, but feel theEffefts of the Orders that have been given 
to fftch Squadrons. I believe a Britifli Squad foti fent into 
the MediiejTanean, and another into the Weft- Indies, with 
fuch Orders as that BritifH Squadron had which was fent into 
the Mediterranean in the Year 171 S, would Coon make 
them feel the EffeAs of Britifh Refentment ; and, would 
prove more effb^liual than any Refolution now propofcd, or 
any Refohition we can comn? to. 

* But, Sir, if this Nation (houldbeput to any fuch Expence, 
by the Obftinacy of the Spanif!> Court, I hope that Expence 
will be added to the other D^nands we have upon that Na- 
tion ; for whatever Man or Nation rcfufrs to (atisfy a juil 
Pem^isd, ought to be loaded with the QiRs and Charges, 
which the other Party is necelTarily put to, in recovering 
what is due to him- Therefore I hope I ihall never hc»r 
any Gentleman in this Houfe pretend to charge that Expenoe 
upon this Nation as a new Debt ; nor will It, I hope, prevent 
oar paying off any Part of the old. 

* I mnitconfeis, Sir, that I believe the prefetvt Conjunc- 
ture of AfEih'5 in Europe to he a very unfavourable one for 
this Nation ; and, I believe fo, bccaufe E find the honourable 
Gentleman, whopropofed the Amendment, fo much afraid 
of our doingany thing, that may tend to involve the Nation 
in a War with Spain. Thofe Fears muft either proceed 
from a Coufcioufncfs of the bad Stat? of Affairs abroad, or> 
from a Confciouffiefs of the Weaknefs of this Nation, when 
compiared with the fuperior Power of the Kingdom of Spain ; 
for, I am fure, no Gentleman that knows him, can fuppofe 
them to proceed from any natural Pufilknimlty of his own, 

* NoW| Sir, as neither he, nor any Man elfe^ can fuppofe 
the Power of Spain any way fuperior to the Power of this Na- 
tion; thcrefore,h is Fears muft proceed from his being confcious, 
that the prefen: Conjonfture of Affairs in Europe is not a fa- 
vourable one for us ; and, as I muft fuppofe, from the Sta- 
tion he i& in, that he is fully appti fed how Ailairs Hand a- 
broad ; therefore, upon the Credit of his Judgment, I believe 
they are at prefcnt in a Situation very unlucky for this Na- 
tjotJ ; but this is fo far from being a Rcafon for our not com- 
ing to vigorous Refblutiom, Uiatl think it a good Reafbn for 
our coming to more vigorous Refolutions, and Refolutions of 
a more domeAick iNature, than any yet prcpofed j for iJie 
Affairs of Europe can never be brought into a bad Situation 
for uj, withiiut iome Mifmanagement of our own ; and if 
wc arc, by our own Mifmanagement, brought into fuch 
Difficulties, that we muft fufler the m oft cruel Ulage, with- 
out daring to fhew a proper Rcfentment, I do not think it 
would be prudent in u?^ who arc the Rcprcfentatives of the 

People, 
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People, I do not think it would be confiftent with the Doty 
we owe to our Sovereign, to truft entirely, for our Delive- 
rance, to thofe who had, by their Blindnefs, Ignorance, or 
Wickednefs, led us into the Mire. 

* What Reafons the Spaniards may have for treating us in 
fuch a Manner, or what Reafons we^ may have for fufFering 
fuch Treatment, and for fullering it fo long, I do not know ; 
but to me. Sir, the two Nations feem to have entirely 
changed Conditions fince the Year 1667.' As I have had 
a particular Opportunity, for making myfclf acquainted 
with the Tranfadlions between Spain and us about that 
Time, I muft let you know. Sir, that at the Time of fet- 
tling the Treaty, which was that Year concluded between 
the two Nations, and for ibmc Time before, we treated the 
Spaniards in the fame Manner, in which, I believe, they 
now treat us. Our Ships in the American Seas, under fome 
Pretence or other, plundered or made Prize of, almoft every 
Spanifli Ship they met with in thofe Seas. The Spaniards 
juftly complained of this Treatment, and, by their Minifter 
here, prefented fevcral Memorials to our Gaurt upon the 
Subjcft. Our 0)urt did not pretend to juftify fuch Depre- 
dations, but pretended Ignorance, and that they would or- 
der Satisfadion as foon as the Complaints could be enquired 
into. In the mean Time, to keep the Spaniards eaiy, and 
to aihuie their Court, Orders were ifTued to our Governors, 
and to the Commanders of our Ships of War, in the Weft 
Indies, exprefly cnioining them to forbear all fuch Depre- 
dations or Hoftilities.for the future. Thefe Orders were 
Ihewn to the Spanifli Minifter here, and were fent to our 
Te(J5efilivc Governors, and Commanders of Ships in the Weft 
Indies ; but at the fame Time private Letters were difpatch- 
ed to thofe Governors and Commanders, not to regard the 
Orders fent them, but to follow fuch Orders, as they fliould 
from Time to Time receive from our Governor of Jamaica ; 
£> that the Depredations were continued, notwithftanding 
the Orders of our Court to the contrary. I believe, if the 
Court of Spain now fends any Orders to the Weft Indies, 
they play the feme Game upon us ; but the Difference is, 
that our treating them in this Manner, continued but a very 
fhort while, and they were in no Condition to refent the 
Injury ; whereas their treating of us in this Manner, has 
continued ten Times as long, notwithftanding our being, the 
whole Time, in a Condition to revenge ourfelves. 

' This, Sir, is a. Circumftance which very much alters the 
Cafe ; and, iince we have {o long made ufe of our perfua- 
fivc Power in vain, I think it is high Time for us to begin 
to think of making ufe of our compulfive Power, and to 

take 



( 2S7 ) 

take proper Meafures for that Purpofc ; for, let the 'prcfeat ^^^^Sr j?' "* 
Conjunfture of AiFairs^ in Europe be never fo unfavourable, I s^^ Y'^N^ 
am certain, that, by Pradence i-nd good Conduft, we may 
very foon bring ahouc fuch an i\ItcratioD iti the Affairs oi 
Europe, as will furnifh us with a favourable one. As Co 
the two Propoiitions now before us, if you proceed no far- 
ther, I am cafy, Sir, about which of them may be agreed 
to; but J as die Refolution the honourable Gentleman has 
by hisf Amendment propofcd, contains nothing more than 
what was in tlie Refolutions rhis Hoafe has formerly cotne 
to upon the fame Subject; and^ as neither of thofe Refoh- 
tions has had any ESeft, I am fure the Refblution he has 
propofed can have none i and therefore, I cannot agree to it, 
Then, Sirj with regard to the Refolutions firft propofed, as 
I do not know, but they may have fojne EfFeft, and efpe- 
cially, as I hojse they will be followed by fome other Refo- 
lutions of a different Nature, I am therefore for agreeing to 
them ; and for tliis Reafon, fhall give my Negative to the 
Anfiendment.* 

Several other Members fpoke wpon this QueAion, but 
Jiaving given the moft material Ai^uments, we fhall omit their 
Specclies ; but the QueAion upon the Amendment being put^ 
it was carried. 

March 30, 1738. Mr. Alderman Perry reported the faid 
Refolution, as it paiTed amended in the Coi:imittee, to the 
Houfc J upon which Sir John Barnard, Mr. Pulteney, Sir Jf^J«^j^'««^i^ 
William Windham, and fcveral other Members were for re- 8j/'wiii"wmd5«M 
committing it; and a Debate enfueJ, in which the fame J^^^J^^^***^ 
Arguments on both Sides, with very little Alteration, were «ncndcd. 
advanced ; We fhall not, therefore, trouble the Reader with 
repeating them. But the Queftlon for recommitting the Re- 
folntion oeing put, the fame was carried in the Negative. 

The fame Day, upon a Motion of Mr. Alderman Perry 
from the faid Committee, it was rcfolved. 

That an humble Addrefs be prefcntod to his Majelly, Mr.AycrminpCTiT 
humbly faefecching hisMajelly, to ufe his Royal Endeavours t^'^^JS?'"^^ 
with his Catholick Majeliiy, to obtain effectual Relief for 
his injured Subjefls, and to convince the Court of Spain, 
that, how defirocs foever hia Majclly may be to preferve a 
good Correfpondence and Amtty betwixt the two Crowns 
(which can only fublift by a ftridC Obfervance of their mutu- 
al Treaties^ and a jurt Rcgird to the Rights and Privileges 
belonging to each* other) his Majtfty can no longer fuffer 
fuch conftant and repeated Infults atid Injuries to be carried 
on, to the Dilhonour of his Crown, and to the Ruin of his 
trading Subje^ ; and to affure his Majefty, that, in cafe bis 
Hoyal and Friendly IniUnco, for procuring JiiHice, aiid for 
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the future Security of that Navigation and Commerce, which 
his People have an undoubted Right to by Treaties and the 
Law of Nations, fhall not bd, able to procure, from the 
Equity and Friendfhip of the Kine of Spain, fuch Satisfac- 
tion, as his Majefty may neafonably expeo: from a good and 
faithful Ally, this Houte will effedually fupport his Majefty 
in taking fuch Meafures, as Honour and Juftice fhall make it 
neceflkry for his Majefty to purfue. 

Refolved, That the faid Addrels be prefented to his Ma- 
jefty by the whole Houfe. 

Ordered, That the aforefaid Refolution of the Houfe, be 
humbly laid before his Majefty at' the faid Time with dieir 
hid Addrefs. 

^r/7 7th. Mr. Speaker reported that the Houfe attended 
his Majefty yefterday with their Refolution and Addrefs of 
the 30th of March laft ; to which his Majefty was pleafed to 
give this moft gracious Anfwer, viz. 

Gentlemen, 
" T Am fully fenfible of the many and unwarrantable De- 
" J. predations committed by the Spaniards ; and you may 
** be aftiired, I will make ufe of the moft proper and efftx' 
<* tual Means, that are in my Power, to procure Juftice 
" and Satisfadion to mv injured Subje£b, and for the future 
•* Security of their Trade and Navigation. I can make no 
** Doubt, but you will fupport me, with Chearfulnefe, in all 
" fuch Meafures, as, in Purfuance of your Advice, I may 
** be neceffitated to take, for the Honour of my Crown 
** and Kingdoms, and the Rights of my People.** 

The next Debate we fhall give an Account of, is that 
upon the Petition of the Manufafturers of Raw Silk and 
Mohair, and of Needle-work Buttons, which was prefented 
to the Houfe, March 3, and fet forth, 

' That Raw Silk and Mohair, employed in making But* 
' ton- holes, being Commodities that are purchafed in Tur- 

* key, and osher foreign Parts, in Exchange for the Woollen 
' and other Manufa&ures in the Kinedom ; the Paiiiament, 
' for thd greater Encouragement of the Confumption of the 

* faid Commodities, had palfed an Aft, in the Seventh of 

* his late Majefty, iiftitled, J» AS for ei^bying the Ma- 

* nufaSturerSy mid encouraeiftg the Cenfumptim of Ratm 

* Silk and Jt^hair, by frMibiting the ^vearing «^ Buttons 

* and Button-holes made of Cloth ^ Serge y and otber Stuffs. 

* In Confequence of which, and other A£ts of the like lien- 

* dency, many Thoufands of Families were preparing Silk, 

* Mohair, Yarn, and Thread employed in making of But- 
' tons and Button-holes with the Needle. But that in Eva- 

« fion. 
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* fi6n, and contrary to the Intention of the faid Adl, great abmh^ g*o. 

* Quantities of StuiFs made of Horfe-hair, or mixed there- ^^' * 

* with, have been lately wove in narrow Breadths or Slips, 

* and uted only for making and binding of Buttons and 

* Button holes, to the great Detriment and Impoverifhing 

* of matiy Thoalands, who had no other Way of fubfifting 

* but by working of Buttons and Button-holes with the 
' Needle, and Prejudice of the Woollen Manufa£lure3 of 

* the Kingdom. And therefore the Petitioners prayed ikat 

* the Houle would give Leave that a Bill he brought in, to 

* explain the faid A<ft, and that the Petitioners w relieved 

* in fuch Manner as to the Koufe ihall feem meet.* 
Tho' this Debate was not of fo public a Nature as thofe 

we have already given ; yet, as it Ihcwed the Senfe of the 
Hoiife upon a very impoitaut Point, we (hall gi^re the Rea- 
der a conneftcd View of the whole Arguments and Proceed- 
ings upon this Bill. 

Thb Petition being referred to the Conridcration of a Phj^reOoftim 
Committee, March r9, Mr. Cholmondley mide the Report ^^^"^ 
from the faid Committee, and Leave was given to bring in 
a Bill according to the Defire of the Petition. The Bill was BmimiiiEiitiBapl 
accordingly prefented, and read for the firft Time on the *** '^*' 
S4th of March, and ordered a fccond Reading ; but before 
it came to a fecond Reading, fcveral Petitions were prefent- PstitJoniE^nftH. 
ed from the Manufafturers and Dealers in Woven Buttons, 
praying to be heard by Counfcl Hgainft the Bill ; the Befires 
©f which Peti doners were granted, and the Petitions ordered 
to lie upon the Table until the Bill was read a iecond Time ; 
as were alfo Petitions IVom the ManufaAurera and Traders 
in the Needle-work Buttons in the feveral Towns in England, 
exprcifing their Appreher.fions that the general Trade of the 
['Kingtiom would be aftcdted, and the Expnrts of the Wool- . 
len and other Manufijftures to Turky greatly decreafed, and 
many Thoufands of themfelvcs reduced to great lodigenccj if 
the faid Bill did not pa{s into a Law, 

Jprii I o, The Bill was ren.d a fecond Time, and Connfel 
being heard both for the Bill and againft it, and feveral 
Witnefies examined, the Bill was committed, and all who 
came to the Committee were to have Votes. 

kjprit 1 8. Mr. Cholmondley reported from tjie Committee. 
that they had foand the Ai legations In the Hill true : upon 
which the Bill, with the Amendments made in the Com- 
suttee wcTc ordered to be engroffed. 
A^ril ij. The Bili was read a third Time, and the Que- ^'^.•""P*" ^'^ 
ft ion being pot if it Ihould pafs, 
Henry Fox, Efq; fpoke a* jTollowa : 

Sir, 
* I don't ftand up to oppofe this Bill from any Conftdera- Htnrr Fe*, Efq; 
tion ho^ far patticular Pcrlon& may be afi«£led by its Fate, 
V01.V. Kk W^ 
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*™*iVj?°"' ^ fi^^ * Conviaion that, inftead of its being of real Ser- 
%^,jr\<''\J vice to the Commerce or Manufad^nres of the Kingdom, if 
it pafles into a Law, it may do hurt to both. I have heard 
the Witneilcs both for and againft the Bill examined ; I was 
likewife prefent when the Counfel on both Sides was heard 
stt the Bar of the Houfe; and by what I could gather from 
the Evidence of the one and the Pleadings of the other, the 
Pradice of weaving Buttons can never prevent any of the 
good Coafcquences that were intended by the feveral AAs of 
Bu'liament, in favour of the G)nfumpti©n of Raw Silk and 
liohair, from being tSe6taal ; and that the Manufa^ure 
which the Bill is' intended to deftroy, ought to receive the 

rteft Encouragement from the Legiilature. Therefore, 
till I hear better Reafons in Support of this Bill than 
ftny I have yet heard, I muft be againft oar pafling it into a 
Law.' 

He was anfwered by Mr. Cholmondley, as follows : 
* Sir, 

charin cholmottd- . * I have the Misfortune to dif&r fo much from the honour- 
'' ^ \ able Gentleman who fpoke laft> that I think, if ever any 
Bill of this Kind deferved the Encour^ment of the Legifla- 
ture, the prefect does. I think it is generally allowed that 
one of the Chara^rs of a beneficial Trade, is, when a Na- 
tion exports of its Manufadures and native Commodities for 
fach Goods as receive a further«Manufa£luring in that Na- 
tion. Former Parliaments feem to have been fo fenfiblc, 
that the Importation of Raw Silk and Mohair was of the 
greateft Advantage to the Nation, by increafing the Export 
•f our Woollen and other Manufadures, that few Branches 
of Trade have met with greater Encouragement from the 
Legiflature, than the making of Buttons and Button-holes 
with the Needle. So hr back as the 14th Year of Charles 
the Second, this Houfe thought a Petition from the Manu- 
ftdurers of wrought Buttons and Button-holes fo worthy their 
Confideration, that^an A&. was pafTed^ Prohibiting the Im- 
portation of foreign Buttons and Needle-work, under the 
Penalty of fifty Pounds, and Forfeiture of the Goods fo pro- 
hibited The Petition, Sir, that gave Rife to that A6t, was 
presented to the Houfe, on the very Motive, that gave Oc- 
cafion to the Bill now before us ; which was the*Relief of 
great Numbers of the Inhabitants of this Kingdom,' who 
gained their Living, and had been able to relieve their indi- 
gent Neighbours, and fet on work many poor Children, by 
their Skill and Dexterity in this Manu&^nre ; and who were 
in Danger to have been all ruined by the Practice, then in- 
, troduced, of importing foreign Buttons and Button-holes into 
tile Nation. 

In 



( 261 ) 

• In the tenth Year of King William, the Intenllon of the a™* 
former A€ts m favour of this Manufadlure, had bwn fo 
much frullrated by the making and wearing Buttons made of !^ 
Shreds of Cloth, CsmbJet, and other Stufe, that Numbers 
of poor People employed in maniifafturing Burtons with the 
Needle were thrown upon their refpcftive Pariflica ; This in- 
duced the Legiflatufe to pafs an A&. juft of the fame Nature 
with that now under our Confideration ; by which, Btiftons 
made of Cloth, or any of the Stuffs of which wearing Appa- 
rel was ufually made^ were prohibited. But as this Ad did 
not extend to Buttonholes, in the Eighth Year of Queen 
Anne an Ad paffed, which took notice, that the Intentioa 
of the lart Adl had been of late, in a great Meafure, ren- 
dered ineffectual by an artificial and unforeften P rail ice of 
making aind binding Button-holes wich Cloth, Serge, and 
other StttIB, to the utter Ruin of Numbers of Families. 
Therefore, Button- holes as well as Buttons, made of, or 
bound with fuch StufB, were prohibited under the Penalty of 
Jive Pounds per Dozen on the Taylor, Seller, or Maker of 
any fuch Buttons or Button-holes fo prohibited. But this 
A61, Sir, proving no more efteftual than the former Ads I 
have mentioned, for anfwering the good Intentions of Parlia- 
ment, an A^ was made in the fourth Year of his late Ma- 
jefty, by which all Clothes and wearing Garments made 
with Buttons and Button-holes, prohibited by the former 
A£b, were liable to be forfeited and frized, CTCcept where 
the Clothes were made of Velvet. It might have been rea- 
fenably hoped, $ir, after fuch Precautions taken by Parlia- 
ment, that the good Ends propofed by the feveral Afb I 
have mentioned would have been no longer eluded ; but in 
the feventh Year of his late Majetly fome further Regulations 
on this Head were found abfolutely neceflary, Some Gen- 
tlemen who are prefent may remember, that at that Time 
the only Method that could be thought of for that Purpofe, 
was to extend the Penalty to the Wearer of fuch prohibitccl 
Buttons and Button-holes, as well as to the Maker and Tay- 
lor. This gave Occafion for pafling the AB intitlcdt An 
Aft fi>r employing the Manufafturers, and encouraging the 
I Conftimption of Raw Silk and Mohair Yarn, by prohibiting 

I Buttons and Button-holes made of Cl»th, Serge, or other 

I Stuffs, And by this Aft a Penalty wt* laid upon the Perfon 

L who wote fuch prohibited Buttons and Button -Imles. This 

■ Aft, for fome Time, had a very good Effeft, and the Ma- 

I nufafturers, from the Encouragement which the Parliament 

I has given them from Time to Time, have made a great 

I many frnprovements in their l^rade, and brought it to fuch a 

I Perftftion, that they are able not only to fuppJy this Nation, 

m but export confiderable Qoanlitics of them to foreign Parts; 
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*^ "if"* "• '^^ '^^ 5^'» another Charaacr of a good Trade is anfwel-ed 
f by this Manufadure, which is, the manufe^uring and im- 
proving, in order for a Re-exportation, a Commodity that is 
imported. Therefore, Sir, this A&, deferves the Counte- 
nance of the Legiflature as much, if not more, than any 
A£l relating to our Manufafiures, that has pafTed this Houfe 
for fome Years: Firft, as it tends to take off large Quanti- 
ties of a ftaple Commodity of this Nation; and, i^condly, 
as it adds to our Exports : Both which in a Nation that fub- 
Ms by Commerce are of the greateft Confequence. 

* But, Sir, befides the Advantages I have already men- 
tioned, it is eafy to make it appear that the Encouragement 
given to this Manafafture is a confiderable Eafe to the landed 
Intereft. I could name. Sir, many Places of the Kingdom, 
where the Poor, if not employed in this Manufadure, 
muft be either thrown upon their refpeOiive Parifhes, or 
obliged to beg their Bread. I dare fay. Sir, that in the 
feveral Towns and Cities from which Petitions have come 
before this Houfe in &vour of the Bill, there are no fewer 
than 140,000 Inhabitants who are incapable to get their 
Bread in any other way than by applying to this Bufmefs. 
For, give me leave to obferve, that in this Manafa^ure, 
there is one thing peculiar, which is, that there are few In- 
firmities either of Age or Sickneis, that difable the Manu- 
fadurers from applying themfelves to fome Branch of it, 
cither in twiiling the Yarn, making the Molds, or fewing 
the Buttons ; beildes many other fmaller Arts that are ab- 
folutely neceflkry for carrying it on. This, Sir, may be the 
RealTon why fo great Numbers are employed in this Manu- 
fadure, and why fome Traders have found their Account in 
ejinploying all their Stocks, which often are very confiderable, 
that Way. 

* Having thus laid beforo you. Sir, the Advantages arifmg 
to this Kingdom from the carrying on and improving this 
ManufaAare, I fhall beg leave to trouble the Houfe with a 
few Words more, with regard to the Difcouragement 
which it muil meet with, if this AEt (hould not pafs. The 
late Pradice of weaving Silk and Mohair in Looms, for the 
Jnaking of Buttons and Button-holes, is but in a very few 
Hands, when compared with the Numbers who get their 
Bread by the Needle-work Manu^£ture, and, if encouraged, 
may, in a fhort Time, quite fruflrate the Intentions of the 
former A£ts relating to this Affair. Thoie Buttons that 
are covered with Slips wrought in the Loom, not being dif- 
tinguifliable from thofe covered with Shreds, of Camblet or 
other Stuffs, cannot fail of encouraging that Pradice, which, 
as the Ad of the 7th Year of his late Majeffy is ftill in 
JForce, may pat the Subjeds to very great Inconvenitocies, 

For 




J* or InftancCj if a Gentleman fhould employ a roguiRi Taylor '*^* 
10 make him a Sote of Cloatbs, and the Taylor, inllead of 
giving him BuUcim either made with the Needle, or woven ia 
the I^om, iliall give him thofe covered with Shreds of Cam- 
blct or other Stuffs: In fuck a Cafe, the Gentleman^ Sir, 
15 liable to a Penalty* tho' quite innocent of any Intention 
to break this A&. of Parliament i Co that. Sir, this Praftice 
of weaving Buttons is not only fubjed to the Inconvenience 
I fpeak of, but gives a Handle to intolerable Impofitions and 
Frauds that may be prattifcd by Tradertncn. We had a 
remarkable InRance^ Sir, how eafily this Fraud may bei 
pra^ifed, in the Evidence given in at the Bar of this 
Houle, by fomc of the principal WimelTes brongbt to fup- 
port the Arguments of the Counfcl againft the Biil. When 
a Parcel of Euttons was laJd before them» fome woven in 
cJie Loam, others made of Shreds of Camblet and other 
fuch Stuffs, tho* it was pretended that the one might be eafily 
diflinguiJhed from the other, yet none of the Evidences 
could pollibly hy which was the one or which was the other, 
till they had looked to that Part of the Button that is 
fewed to the Coat j and not even then without great Difficul- 
ty ; for Jbme of them were obliged to go to the Light, in 
order to view them more narrowly, and after all fome of 
them were miilaken, and others could not poiitively dif- 
tinguilh them. If it was fo hard. Sir, for thefe Evidences, 
who are them (elves Mami^flurers and Dealers in wo vet) 
Buttons, how hard muft it be to me, or another Man who 
knows nothing of the Matter f But, Sir, befides this Incon- 
venience to particular Perfons, fuch a Practice muft fooa 
very much aJijft the Trade of the Nation. The Practice 
of making Buttons of Shreds of Stuff will in a Ihort Time 
become common amongft our lower and mjdling Sort of 
People, and do great Prejudice both to the Exportation of 
Woollen Manufactures, and to the numerous D^ers in 
Needle-work Buttons at Home: By dtminiftiing the Demand 
for raw Silk and Mohair, wediniinifh the Exports of our 
Woollen Good^ ; and by encourageing woven Buttons, we 
endanger the Salt of the Commodities in foreign Markets; 
and thereby we may diminilh another Branch of our Exports. 
Por, Sir, let us fuppofe that a foreign Dealer gives Cora- 
mi (Hon to hii Fadbor here for a Parcel of Buttons i the 
Faftor, either through Ignorance or DeJign, fends him But- 
tons covered with Shreds of Camblet or other Stuff, Inilead 
of Buttons woven in the Loom. Is it not plain, Sir, that 
fuch a Practice muft fooa prove the Ruin of this Branch of 
Trade, and intirely fmk the Credit of thofe wJio deal in it in 
foreign Markets ? But this. Sir, is not the ooly bad Con- 
Jiequcncc that wUl attend our coc pa(]Ing thi& Bill into a 
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^** 5^ "■ ^^- ^' ''^^^ ^ erklent to any Gentleman, whd fliall take the 
I^^Pi,^;,-^^ Trouble of reading former A^s that hare paffed on this Head, 
that in paffing them, the Le^iflatare had an Eye not only to 
the Encoutagement of the Confumption of Raw Silk and 
Mohair, and the Exportation of our Staple Comm^odities, 
bat likewife to the Employment and Subfiftence of many 
' thcnfands of Men, Women and Children^ who muft have 
been very bardenfome to the Pablick, had it not been for 
tiie Needle work Manufk&are. And give me leave to fay. 
Sir, that if the common Maxim il true, that, that Manuf«:- 
tare is moft profitable for a Nation which employs the greateft 
Nnmber of Hands; the Manafadure of Needle-work 
Battens deferves the Attention ond Encoaragement of Par^ 
bameht perhaps better than any other in the Kingdom. 
For in the Preamble of thi k€t of the loth of King 
William, no lefs than fire diii«rent kinds of Workers are 
Hientioned to b« employed in preparing the Materials for 
making the Buttons. Therefore, Sir, f think by all the 
Kales of good Policy, we are obliged to fccond the Inten- 
tions of formir Parliaments in favour of this Manufa^ure, 
by paiSing the Bill now before al. It has already employed 
pprat Part of our Time this Seffion^ and every Step made in 
St has been taken Optm the moft mature Deliberation, and 
after weighing all the Confeqaences that can attend it of 
every Kind. By paffing this A6t, we do no more than 
former Parliaments would have done, had the Inconveniency 
complained of been forefeen at the Time of pafiing the 
ieveral A^, I have mentioned ; and in not paffing it, I am 
afraid all their Intentions, in ^vour of this Manufa&ure, 
May be rendered ineffe6baal.* 

He was anfwered to the following Effbft, by' Henry 
Archer, £iq; 
Sir, 
m,MAn4 ' I fli^U readily agree with the honourable Gentleman 

who ^ke laft, that the ManufaAure now under our Con- 
fideration is of very great Gonfequence to the Trade of this 
Kingdom, and that it has from Time to Tib^ met with great 
Encouragement from the Legiflature. Therefore, Sir, if I 
thought that the sood Ends propofed by former PiU'liaments 
bad been rendered ine(fo£taal, and that our paffing the 
prefent Bill could render them more eflefiual, I fllooki be 
fa from oppofii^ it. But, on the crther Hind, as I am 
perfuaded that it can ho way anfwer that Purpbfe, and 
at the fame time, that it tends to do a manifeft Injuftice to 
Utany of hisMajefty*s Sutjeda in their private Properti^^ 
I fhall beg Leave to give my Reafoin why I think myfelf 
obliged td ot>p(ife it. 

Th(? 
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• The Defigti of the Enconragement, wlitch tlie Manti- 
fafturmg of Raw Silk and Mohair into Buttons and Button- 
holes has met with^ was principally, as th« honourable Gen- 
tleman who fpoke laft fcemed to allow, to incrcafe the Ex- 
portation of our Woollen Man ufa^urcs: Therefore, Sir, I 
think it undeniably follows^ that if the Manufafturing of 
Buttons by weaving them in the Loom, confunjes as much 
Raw Silk and Mohair as working them Needleways, it ef- 
fectually anfwera the chief End propofed by fonrter Atts of 
Pariiament that relate to this Manufafture. Btit by the 
Manner in which the honourable Gentleman reafons on this 
Head, onelhould be apt to think that ihefe Ads refl rained 
ihii Manafailure to be carried on by the Needle alone, and 
laid a Prohibition upon all other Methods of improving it. 
Bat this, Sir, is a Co nfeque nee that can never be admilied 
by a.ny one who either looks into thele particular A&s, or 
underftands the Nature of our Laws in general. If thefe 
Words Needle aind Needle-work occur in thefe Ad:s, it can 
be for no other Reafon but becaufe no odier Words were 
known at that Time to exprefs the Manner of manuflitkur- 
ing of Raw Silk and Mohair into Buttons. Had the Prac- 
tice of weaving them in the Loom been at that Time known, 
I think wc have not the leaft Reafon to doubt that the fame 
A6ts would hatre regarded that Manner of exercifing this 
An, as well as the other by the Needle. So that. Sir, I 
humbly conceive, if it can beproved» Firft, That not a lefs, 
but rather a greater Quantity of Raw Silk and Mohair is 
confumed by the Loom Manufadiurers, than by the Needle- 
workers ; Secondly, That there is nb Weight in the ho- 
tiom^ble Gentleman^s Argument drawn from the great 
Numbers of Hands employed in the Needle- work Manufac- 
ture : And laftly. That the Dealers in the Loom Manu- 
fad:ure have in Propottion exported greater Quantities of 
their Gooiis than the Needle- workers have done ; I fay. Sir, 
if thefe three Points can be made appear, as I (hall under- 
take to do, than the Arguments advanced in favour of this 
Bill muft fall to the Ground. 

* The Gentlemen who were prefent when the Witneffa 
agjainft the Bill were examined at the Bar of this Houfe, may 
icmember, that it appeared by fome of them who had weigh- 
ed the Materials employed in covering a Dozen of NeedJc- 
work Buttons with the fame Quanti^ of woven Buttons, 
that the latter axceeded the former in Weight ; and that^ 
after the woven Buttons were made, the ManufaSurer^ were 
obliged to cut oW fome Part of the Lift from each Button, 
where it was fcwed to the Coat, which Wafte ftill tncreaiJM 
the CoflfumptioD of the Materials, Nor could the Evidence* 

for 
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*i7i?*'^ for the Bill, Sir, deny, that there was at lead an cquat 
Confamption of the Materials in the one Manufadare as in 
the other. From hence. Sir, it is evident, that the carrying 
on this Manu&^ure by the Loom efFe^uatly anfwers the In- 
tention of the AfbpaiTed in its Favour. As to the honour- 
able Gentleman's other Argument, drawn from the Num- 
ber of Hands employed in the Needle-work Manufacture, 
which was the fecond Point I propofed to fpeak to, it is, in 
my humble Opinion, a very good Argument for difmiffing 
this Bill ; becaufe, as the Manufafture may be carried on 
by a much fewer Number of Hands, with equal Advantage 
to our Trade in general, thofe who are employed in the 
Needle-work Way, are fo many Hands taken from other 
Arts and other ManufadtureSf in which they might be em- 
ployed to much better Purpofe. I believe. Sir, it is not 
unknown to fome Gentlemen in this Houfe, that many of 
our Manu&dures, very beneficial to the Nation, labour un- 
der great Difadvantages from the Deamefs of Wages, occa- 
fioned by the Scarcity of Hands employed in them. But 
that Inconveniency would be foon removed, if the ufelefs 
People employed in this and other'Manufiiftures were turned 
over to the Manu&^res that abfolutely require them. 
Thus the honourable Gentleman's Obje£t;ions ariiing 
from his Tendernefe for thefe poor People, deprived 
of this Way of earning their Bread, will be removed to the 
Advantage both of the Kingdom, aiod perhaps of themfelves. 
But to convince Gentlemen how unreafonable this very Ar- 
gument is, I fliall beg leave to apply it to other Cafes, where 
a Manu&dureor an Art has received farther Improvements 
by carrying it on with fewer Hands. There was a Time, 
Sir, when all the Learning of this Kingdom, and the reft of 
Europe, was contained inManufcripts, the writing of which 
employed great Numbers of Hands, and took up a vafi: deal 
of Time in re-copying. But, Sir, how ridiculous would it 
have been, if on the Difcovery of the Art of Printing, the 
Tranfcribers and Copyers of thofe Manufcripts had joined 
in a Petition to the Legiflature, that it would be pleafed to 
prohibit the Art of Printing, for the fame Reafon which the 
honourable Gentleman now' ufes, becaufe great Numbers 
would thereby be deprived of Bread \ But admitting, Sir, 
this Inftance fhoald be thought a little foreign to the pre&nt 
Purpofe, I ihall beg leave to mention another, which, I 
think, exadly anfwers the Cafe of the Petitioners for this 
Bill: TheManufafturingof Wooll, Silk, and Thread into 
Stockings, when that Mann&fture was carried on by Knit- 
ting, gave Bread to, I believe, as great Numbers of People, 
as the Manufacture of Needle-work Buttons now does. But, 
Sir, I never heard that, when the Invention of working 
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firockings In tbe Loom was ititroduced, great Numbers of 
the Subjects were reduced to Want, and in Danger of ftaiv- 
ingj or that any Application wns made to Parliament in 
their Behalf. In all civilized Countries, Sir^ Inventions for 
the Improvemetit of Arts and Manufatlures have be«n en- 
couraged; fometimes Rewards, and foraerimes excTufivc 
Kights to cxercife them, have beenafligned to the Inventors^ 
who are always looked upon as Bcnefaftors to their Couatry. 

* Not only his Majeity, and the general Approbation ot 
the Nation, gave a San^ion to a late Invention for improving 
one Branch of the Manufaflyre of Raw Silk, hut this vrry 
Houfe rewarded the Ingenious Inveiuor with a Prefcjit of 
1 4>00o Pounds. This excellent Invention enabled w to 
carry on the Manufadure with fewer Hiindsthan ic required 
before, and was therefore ) II u Illy looked upon as a publiek 
Advantage. Now, Sir, I ftiould be glad to know, if Gen- 
tlemen would not have thought it a very ridicuious Step in 
the former Manufadturej-s, if they had prefenied a Petition 
to this Hoiife, felting forth, * That if the Ufe of the En- 
gine invented by Sir Thomas Loutbe, was not prohibited by 
the Parliament, many Thoufandsof the Petilionera would be 
• in Danger of warning Brejid.' I believe no Gentleman can 
fliew me wherein a Petition of this Kind is different from th« 
Petition that gave Rife to the Bill now under our Confidera- 
tion Nor can I imagine that any Argument can be ad- 
vanced in favour of this BUI, thatdoea not equally ferve a- 
gajnil the Improvement, nay the Invention of any Manu- 
fa&ure. The Longitude, Sir, is a Difcovery that would 
confequently be a great Improvement of Navigation, by ren- 
dering it more faic, and Voyages performed in a (borter 
Time, and fo make lefs Employ for Mariners. Were an 
ingenious Man to difcover the Longitude, would not our 
Sailors have as good Rcilbn to petition this Houfe agiinft th3.t 
Improvement of their Art, as the Needleworkers have to 
petition us againft the Improvement of theirs? and would 
f hey not have the famcRighl to Redrefs ? Having therefore, 
1 hope, fhewa that this Argument, drawn from the greater 
!N umber of Hindi, employed in the ore ManufatSuie than are 
employed in the other, is unreafonablc in itfelf, atid attended 
with the grofTefl Abfordities, I (hall now proeeed to confidcr 
what E{fe<i this Impjovcmcnt can have upon our Fxpom, 

* I believe. Sir, it c:inno: be difpatcd ihiit the cheaper 
n MznniH&iXFe i* carried ori by a Nation, the greater (^an- 
lities of that Manufacture will that Nation be able to ex- 
port. This Truth, I am afrnr-'. appE*tirs hut too pb»n in 
thepncfencStafe of theBrit'r which owr 
Neighbours, the French, i- ilx the fiime 
Coramodities at a cheaper R^te, undcrwl «» 4ti n^ofl cf the 
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Markets in Europe, Therefore, I think. Sir, it k unde-" 
tiublc that every Improvement, which, by diminlihlng the 
Number of Hands required in a Manufacture, reduces the 
Price of the Commodiry, ought to meet with Encoaragc- 
meot from this Houfe. That the Method of" weaving Buttons 
is more expeditious than that of Needle- workings has i think 
in efftil been owned by the honourable Gentleman, and the 
Counlcl who have fpokc for the Bill. Now, Sir, the more 
expeditious the Method, the grea ter is the Redu£tion of Hands 
employed : Becaufe, if a Man who now deals to the Value of 
fix thoufatid Poundfi a. Year in Buttons, is obliged to employ 
eight Hands every Day } if four Hands, Sir, can do the fame 
Work that thefe eight Hands can do ; and in as fhort 
% Time, he can difcharge four of his Hands, and thereby 
fave half his Expcnces; confequently he will be able to 
fcrve a foreign Market at a cheaper Rate than he could be- 
fore have done. The good Efedt of the Reduction of 
H.inds employed in tills Manufacture appears from the Ex- 
aminationof the Witncffesagaind the Bill: For it has been 
proved. Sir, tha.t, notwithftanding the Obftruftions they 
huve met with from the Petitioners for the Bill, the Loom 
Manufad:urers have exported larger Quantities in proportion 
to the Number of Dealers, than the ^Needle- workers have 
ever yet doncj and there is» Sir, an obvious Reafon 
for it, which is, that the Loom Manufafturtrs not only can 
atford their Commodities much cheaper than the Needle- 
workers can, but their Commodities are much better in their 
Kind, much neater, and more lafting, us haa been fully 
proved at the Bar of this Houfe. 7"here Is, I think, only 
one Objedl ion more, which I fliall beg leave to anfwer: The 
Petitfoiiers for the Bill alledged, that in the Loom Manu- 
fa^ire many Materials are ufed which are not Mohair, and 
that therefore the Loom workers in fome Meafure elude the 
Intent of the Adts of Parliament, made for encouraging the 
Confumpiionof that Commodity. This A J legation might have 
had fomc Weight ; but unfortunately for the PeEitioners, it 
is not grounded on Fa£t. For the Loom -Manufacture doci 
not elude the Intention of thefcA^ of Parliament, bccaufc, 
though the Manufadlurers indeed, make ufe of feme Mate- 
rials beildes Mohair and Raw Silk, yet when the Mo- 
hair and Raw Silk of an equal Number nf Buttons are weigh- 
ed, the Materials employed in the Loom exceed ihofeof the 
Needle-workers ; and the other Materials employed in each 
Buton, are not (o heavy as the Wafle of the Raw Silk and 
Mohair which the Loom Manufa£iurcrs are obliged to make. 
But, Sir, befjdes this Anfvvcr drawn from a plain Faft, that 
appeared at the Bar of your Houfe j give mc leave to fty^ 
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that diis Obje^ion agaittft the Loom Manufii^ure is a very 
' ftrong Reafon that we ought to iupport it t for^ as the In- 
tention of thefe A(fts was to encreaJe the Confumption of our 
Commoditleis, therefore, whatevei belt anUvers that Inten- 
tion, bell deferves our Encouragement. Now, Sir, k ap' 
pears that the Materials, befidcs thofeof Raw Silk and Mo- 
hair, made ufe of by the Loom Manufadturers, are the Pro- 
duce of this Kingdom i it appears that their ufmg the no doei 
» not diminish the Confumption of the other Commodities ^ 
*nd therefore it undeniably follows, that the Loom Manu- 
'fk^re is bell calculated tor atifwering the Intentions of the 
LutgiJlature. 
* Having thus. Sir, I think, obviated the principal Ar- 
guments in favour of the Bill, I ihall now beg leave to put 
Gentlemen in Mind, that, by pafling it, we IhaiJdoa Thing 
which J am furr every Gentle rfi an in this Ho ufe w ould wil- 
lingSy ;ivoid. We make an Encroachment, Sir, upon the 
private Property of our Fellow Subjeib. Wc deprive them 
Df the natural Right which every Nlan, in alsnd of Liber- 
, ty ought to enjoy, of gaining Bread in an honeft and lawful 

>Way. Naymore^ Sir, we g;ivc a total Difcouragcment io 
any future Improvement of Arcs and Manufadure$. How 
will it found ^ to After- Times, that in a Reign remarkable for 
•the Encouragement of all the Arts, efpecially thofe of Com- 
• merce, a Britifh Parliament, by one Aii, prevented all fu- 
ture Improvement of any of thefc Arts: Let m not. Sir, 
draw upon us the Imputation of fo much Barbarifm, let us 
not give our Neighbours fo }a& a Handle of Reproach } but 
let us remember, that not only the prefent but future Ages 
are concerned in every Stop of this Nature we fhall make. 
Had our Anceftors, Sir, difcouraged the Improvers of Arts 
and Manufactures, they could have had no Title to the Gra- 
titude of their Poftcrity. And, Sir, give me leave to add> 
kihat in England the Advancement of the liberal, is but 
the Confequencc of the Encouragement given by the Lc- 
giiUture to the Improvement of the commercial Arts. Iti 
all Ages and Countries th^y have gone Hand in Hand, they 
Jiave rlfen and fallen with one another, and whatever has 
afFefted the latter, has always proved fatal to the former. 
^_ Therefore, Sir, I am againft our paffing this Bill,' 
^B The Queilion being put, the BiU wa^ tcjcfted. Yeas 8^, 
^K Ko» III. 

^B jfpril f^. Several Perfons were examined at the Bjf of 

^^ the Houfe upon the counterfeiting the Hands of fome of the 

Members in Franks j and they owning the Offence, fome of 

them were committed to theCulicdy of the Serjeant at Arms> 

»nd others of them to Newgate. 
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**• Jjjf**- "' After which Mr. Speaker informed the Houfe, that k 
^^„^-.,,j,^>^ was with fome Concern he faw a Pradice prevailing, which 
the Chair. a littlc refleOed upon the Dignity of that Houfe : What he 

fau't^ pl^«£i^ meant was the inierting an Account of their Proceedings in 
«riu iiaoic the printed News Papers, by which Means the Proceedings of 
the Houfe were liable to very great Mifreprefentations. 
That he had in his Hands a printed News Paper, which con- 
tained his Majefty^s Anfwer to their late Addre^, before the 
fame had been reported from the Chair, the only Way of 
communicating it to die Public. That he thought it his 
Duty to inform the Houfe of theie Practices, the rather be- 
caufe he had obferved them of late to have run into very 
great Abufes i and therefore he hoped (hat Gentlemen would 
propofe fome Method of Ao|^idg it. 
Sir William Yonge. 
Sir, 
iir wiuiam Yeiige. * J am very gUd you have mentioned this Af&ir. I have 
long looked upon it as a Praduce very inconfiftent with the 
Forms and ]5ignity which this Houfe ought always to fup- 
pgrt ; but/ince you have been pleafed to mention this from 
the Chair, I mud beg Leave to carry my Obfervatiotis a little 
farther. I have obferved. Sir, that not only an Account of 
what yon do, but of what you fay, is r^nlariy printed and 
circulated through all Parts, both of the Town and Country. 
At the feme Time, Sir, there arc very often grofs Mifrepre- 
fentations, both of the Senfe and language of Gentlemen. 
This is very liable to give the Publick ulfe Impreffions both 
of Gentlemens Condi^ and Abilities. Therefore, Sir, in 
my Opinion, it is now high Time to put a Stop to it. Not 
that I Ihould be for attacking the Liberty of the Prefs ; that 
is a Point I would be as tender of as any Gentleman in thb 
Houfe. Perhaps fome Gentlemen may think it ind^ a 
Hardihip, not to be able to find their Names in Print, at the 
Head of a great many fine Things, in the monthly Maga- 
zines; but this. Sir, can never prevent Gentlemen from 
fending their Speeches, if they pAede ; it only prevents other 
Gentlemen from being mifrepreiented, as to what they, fay, 
which. Sir, I am fure is what evei'y Gefltleman in this 
Houfe will wi(h for. Therefore, I hope Gentlemen will 
coniider of fome Method of piittii^ a Stop to this Abufe, 
mare effc&ual than we havt fallen upon yet. There is, in- 
deed, a Refolution on our Journals, againft printing or 
publifhing any of the Proceedings of this Houfe, bat by Au- 
thority of the Chair ; bnt Peojpfe had generally ran away 
with the Notion, that this Prohibition is in Force only dor- ^ 
ing the Time we are fitting, and that as foon as the Seffion 
ends, they are at Liberty to print and publifh what they 
pleafe : Therefore, I hope Gentlemen will come into a Refo- 
lution, 
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lution, for explainitig tKat Matte r ; and if thejr do, 1 am ft*iofi««Mk, 
very fure that if it is broke thmugb, i mykli will jnove the i^j^%L-^i 
Houfcj with ihe very iirft Upportunity, next SclHon. But the 
Prifiten of the Papers, Sir, which you hs.ve in your Hands^ 
Ciinnot even plead the Excufc of the Rccci's of P^fliumenti 
tiieretbrc defervc to be puni filed ; siid ii you do not either 
punilh them, or take foine eftL-du«l Method of checking ihem, 
you may fqon cxpedt to ice your Votes, your Proceedings, and 
your Speeches, prmted aiid hawked £.boiit the Strtct^ij while 
v/e arc fitting in this Hoafe.* 

*Sir Williaju Wincthain fpoke next to the followiog 
E^a. : 
Sir, 

* No Gentleman can be more jealotts aivd tender than I sirwai-Wm 
Mvc always been of the Rig ins and Privileges of this Houfc, 
nor more ready to concur with any Meafure for puctit^ & 
Scop to any Abuib which naay afftt^ either of them. But at 
the fame Time, Sir, I own, I think we ought to be very 
cautious how we form a Refolution upon this Hesid ; and yet 
I think ic is ablblutely ncceflliry tbut ibme Qixeltion ftjould be 
formed, 1 fiy, Sir» wc ought to be veiy cautious in what 
Manner we form a RefolutJon ; for it is z Qutilion fo nearly 
connected with the Liberty cf the Frels, that ic will require 
a great deal ot TenderRefs to form a Reiblution which may 
preferve Gentbineti from having their Senfe mifr^jprcfcnred 
to the Piiblick, and at the fame Time guard againlt uU En- 
croachments upon the Liberty of the Prefs. On the other 
Hand, Sir, I am fenfible that there is a Necefiity of puttiti* 
a Stop to this PrattJce of printirig, wliat are c-ilJed the 
Speeches of this Houfe, b«caufe I know that Gentlemen's 
Words in diis Houfe have b^rcn mill a ken and mtfreprefcoted : 
I don't know. Sir, but 1 have fomc Reafon of ComplaiEnc 
myfcU upon tliat Head. I have, indeed, fccn many Speeches 
of Gentlemen in this Houfe that were iA'n\y and accurately 
taken ; and no Gentlemrin, when that is the Cafe, ought ta 
be aiharoed that the World fhould know every Word be 
fpeaks in tJ»is Houfe : For my own Part, I never fliiil, for f 
hope never to a£t or fpeik in this Houfe. any Thing ikiC I 
fhalJ be afliamcd to own to all the World, But of kite, Sir* 
I have feen fuch moo(troii$ Mjliakes in fonic Gentlemen*.^ 
Speeches, zi they have been printed in our News Papers, thai 
it ii no Wonder if Geritlemen think it high Time to have a 
Stop put to fuch a Pra<Sioe. 

* Yet ftjlj. Sir, there are two Confiderations, which I own 
weigh very much with me upon this Occafion. That thlti 
Houle has & Right to pmhtbit the Fablication of any of its 
ftoceediilg? during the Time Vve are fitting, is paft all 
i)DUbt, and ihov is no Queflion, but that, by the Refolu- 

tioiu 



Asm II Gto, It. 



( iSo ) 

lions that now (land o^on our Votes, and are renewed every 
SeiTion, the Printers of the Papsrs you hiive in your Hand 
are liable to the Ccnfurc of this Houfe. Bat f am not at all 
fo clear as to the Righc we may have of preventing any of 
our Proceedings from being printed durirtg our Recefs i at 
Icait, Sir, I am pretty fure thait People without Doors are 
ilrongly poJTefled with that Notion, and therefore I thould 
be agiinfl our infli£ling any Ceiifure at prefetit, for what i$ 
paft of that Kind, IfGentleincn are of Opinion^ which M 
do own I am not, that we have a Power to prevent any Ac- 
count of our Prcjceedings and Debates from being communi- 
cated to the Publjck, even during our Recefs, then, as thit 
Affiir has been mentioned, they will no doubt think it very 
proper to come to a Refolution againfl that PraOicc^ and to 
puniQi it with a very fcvere Penalty j but if we have na 
fuch Power, Sir, I own I don't fee how you can form any 
Refolution upon this Head, that will not be liable to very 
gr^.t Cenfure, 

* The other CDnfideration, that weighs rerf much, Sir^ 
with me upon this Occafion, is the Prejudice which the Pob- 
lick will think they fiiftain, by being deprived of all Know- 
kdge of what p.ifles in this Houfc, other wife than by the 

}>rinted Vote?, which are very lame and imperfect, for falif- 
ying their Curiofity of knowing in what Manner their Re»- 
ppefentatives a£t within Doors. They have been long ufed 
to be indulged in this» and they may pofFjbly tJiink it a 
Hardfltip to be deprived of it now. Nay, Sir, I miift go 
farther : I don't know but they may have a Right to know 
fomcwhat more of the Proceedings of this Houfe than what 
appears upon your Votes i and it I were fure that the Senti- 
ments of Gentlemen were not mifrcprefented, t ftroald be 
again!!: our coming to any Refolution that could deprive them 
of a Knowledge that » fo neceflkry for their being able to 
judge of the Merits of their Reprefentatives within Doors. 
If Gentlemen, however, are of Opinion that they can frame 
aRcfolution^ which will put a Stop to all Impofitions, and 
yet leave the Publick fome Room for having juft Information 
of what paflcs within thefe Walls, I (hall be e?ctreme!y glad 
to give it my Concurrence. But I am sbfolutely againft otir 
ftretching our Power farther than it will go confillently with 
the j Lift Rights of Parliament ; fuch Stretches rather weaken 
than give any Strength to the ConilitutJon ; and I am fure no 
Gentleman will care to do what may not only look 
like our claiming Powers unknown to our Conftitution, but 
what, in its Confequencca, may greatly affeft the Liberty of 
the Prefs. If we Iba!! extend this Refolution to the Recefi 
of Parliament* all political Writing, if the Authors fhall 
touch upon aoy Thing that pa& in the preceding St^aa, 
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loay be affefted by k ; for I don't know that stijr body would *»"" »* ^j**- "•* 
venture to pubis fli any Thing that might bring upon them \^^\^^S^ 
the Cenfure of ibis Houfe, 

' In the mean Time, Sir, I am as willing as any Gentle- 
man in this Houfe, that a Stop ihould be put to the Pra£lice 
yjou have taken notice of from ihc Chair. Jt has grown to 
liich a Pitch, that I remember fome Time ago there was a 
publkk Difputc in the News Papers, betwixt two PrJntei^ or 
Bookfrllers of two Pamphlets^ which of them contained the 
tnx Copy of a certain honourable Gentleman's Speech in 
this Houfe, Jt is therefore high Time for Gentlemen to 
think of fomevvhat to be done for that Pdrpofe» and I make 
no doubt but that any Befolution this Houfe ihall think &C 
to come to, will put an effe^ua.! Stop to it.' 

Thomas Winnington* Efq* fpokc next. 
Sir» 

* I do not pretend to know the Forms and the Powers of TUfliw^inj 
this Houfe fo well as the honourable Gentleman o7«r the ^'^ ^^'^ 
Way, who has much more Experience in both than I can 
pretend to ; but it is very furprizirg to me, that any Gentle- 
man Ihould feem to make a Doubt of the Power which this 
Houfe ha«; during the Recefs of Parliament. It is true, we 
have no Power, but as a Houfe, to make any Commitment,, 
©r fo pafs ahy Cenfure ; but then it is as true, that the Or- 
ders and Refolutions of this Houfe are, or ought to be, is 
binding during our Receis, as during our Sitting. The Rea- 
fon. Sir, of this is plain ; becaafe we are lUlI the fame 
Houfe, amJ we liave the fame Authority during our Adjoorn- 
inent or Prorogaiioo, as when we fit ; our Privileges arc the 
fame, and for the fane R^on our Afts ought to have the 
Ian>e Force too. Can any Gentleman doubt, that if this 
Houfe fhall come to a Refolution, that if any Perfon fhouldj 
during our Recefs, prefume to print any of our Proceedings^ 
that we would not have a Right to punifii him next Time 
ivc met together as a Houfe ? I dare fay» Gentlemen will 
not piretend that we have not; therefore. Sir, I hope you 
will come to fome very throng Refolutjon upon this Occafioft. 
I hope ye will declare^ that whoei'cr fhall prefume to print 
toy Part of tlie Proceedings of this Houfe, during the Receft 
of Parliament, will be equally liable to tile Cc&fure of this 
Houfe as if it were during the Seflion. 

* As to what the honourable Gentleman infinuated about 
the Liberty ^f the Prefs being in Danger^ it if a Confidera- 
tion 1 am in no Manner of Pain about. Our coming to a, 
Refolution, that we will not have what we fa)' mifre* 
prcfcntcd, can never aflfeft the Liberty of the Prefs. It ii 
what every private Gentleman has a Right to re^juire, tha* 
he were ouc of PaiUamciu i foe J believe txo uciulcman 
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wooldwifii t9 fee his Sentiments mifreprefented in Prlnt^^ 
eyea tho* they regarded a private Affair ; but when fuch a 
Thing happens in a Debate, to fix a Gentleman's publick 
Chavader, the Confeqoences are much worfe. For ixiy own 
Bart, Sir, I 'am not afraid of fpeaking my Mind in this 
Houfe ; but I (hould be very forry to fee any Thing I fay in 
this Houfe miixeprefented in a publick News-Paper > and I 
ftould think I had a very good Title to Redrefs, even tho* 
I were not a Member of this Houfe. 
' * But, Sir, felting afide the Cafe of thefe Gentlemen'* 
being mifreprefented in what they fay in thefe publick 
Papers, I think it is a very great Injury done us, as a Houie 
4li Pavliament. I doq't fee why we ought to be lefs jealous 
of our Rights and Privileges, than the other Houfe is. I 
know of no Right we have given upV with regard to our 
Power to regulate our own Proceedings that the other Houie 
enjoys : and I am fure there haye been fome late Inftances^ 
wherein they have, I believe, pretty feverely punilhed fome 
Printers for prefuming to publifti their Protefts. They 
did this, Sir, not becaufe their ^Yords or Meaning weremif-- 
leprefented, but becaufe they conceived it to be an Indignity 
done to them as a Houfe of Parliament, to, print an/ 
Erooeeding of theirs whatfoever, without their Confentand 
Authority. That of itfelf. Sir, is a Ration why we ought 
Id put a Stop to this fcandalous Pradice of printing our 
PtOQpedings ; becaufe if we fhould appear lefs jealous of our 
Kights and Priviledgesj than the other Houfe are of theirs, 
St may be afterwarcls told us, that we do not enjoy fuch 
Rights and Privil^es, becaufe at fuch a Time, when we 
had the fame Reafon as the othw Houfe had, we did not 
cxercife them. Therefore, if we do not put a foeedy Stop 
fo this Pra&ice, it will be looked upon without Doors, that 
we have no Power to do it, for the publick will very juftly 
diink that if we had fuch a Power, we would exercife it. 
And then. Sir, what will be the Confequence ; why Sir^ 
you will have every Word that is fpoken here by Gentlemen^ 
jniireprefented by Fellows who thruft themfelves into our 
Gallery. You will have the Speeches of this Houfe every 
Day printed, even duriiijg yourSeflion. And we ihall tie 
Kwked upon as the mott contemptible Afiembly, on the 
Face of the Earth. I agree with ^e honourable Gentleman 
over the Way, that it may not be quite fo right, to puniih 
thofe Printers for what they have done already.j for really* 
Sir, we have been fo very remifs in putting a Stop to thb 
Praftice, that by this Time they may think they ai«e in the 
Right in what they do. But I can (ee no Manner of Diffi-» 
kulty we can be under, to come to fome very vigorous Re* 
fsltttion to pceveat the like for the lucuccr I wouU have 



Ihis Refolution, Sir, extended not only to comprdbend the *™*^5Jj**' " 
Time of our fitting, but of our Reccfs. If the Frinters 
of the Monihiy Magazines, and the other News Papers, are 
not mgre cautious for the futune, I think we Ihall be wanting 
to that Regard* which we owe ourfclv^ as a Houfe «f Par- 
liament, if we do not proceed againft them with Severity. 
Therefore, Sir, I hope Gentlemen will think of a proper 
Refolution with regard to this iWatter of CompUiilt. 

The next who fpokc was William Pulteccy Eftji 
Shf. 

* I agree entirely with ihc Gentleman who has already Mr- Puiwwy^ 
fpoken/ that it is abfolutely neceflary a Stop Ihould be put 
to the Pradice which has been fo juflly complained of: 
1 think no Appeals Ihould be made to the Publick with 
regard to what is faid in this Aflembly, and to print or 
publifli the Speeches of Gemlemen in thb Houfe» even 
ibo* they were not mifreprcfented, looks very like making 
them accountable without Doors for what they fay witliin. 
Bcfides, Sift we know very well that no Man can be fo 
guarded in his Expreflion?, aa to with to fee every Thing he 
fays in thisHoufe in Print. I remember the Time whea 
thifi Houie wsis fo jealous* fo cautious of doiag any thing 
that might look an Appeal to thetr Conftitoents, that not 
even the Votes were printed without Leave. A Gentleman 
every Day rofc in hi« Place, and defired the Chair to ask 
Leave of the Houfe, that their Votes for that Day ftiould be 
printed. How this Cuftom came to be droppM I cannot fo 
well account for, but I think it high Time for us to prevent 
any farther Encroachment upon our Privileges j and I hope 
Gentlemen will enter into a proper Relblution for the 
Purpofe. 

' But, tho' [ am as much as any Gentlem.in can be for 
putting a Stop to this fcandalou* Pra<£tice, I ihould be very 
tender of doing it in fach a Manner, as may either afFe^ 
the Liberty of the Prefs» or make it feem as if we claim 
a Privilege to whi^h we have no Title. An honourable 
Gentleman near me was plcafed to mention the Powers , 
which the other Houfe had of calUtig Printers to an Ac- 
count for printing their Protefi*, It is very true, Sir, they 
have fuch a Power, and they have exercifetl it very lately ; 
but we have no fuch Power : They may punifh a Printer for 
printing any Part of the Proceedings of their Houfe, for 
twenty, thirty, or forty Years back i bnt then, Gentlemen 
are to conlidler that the Houfe of Pecca is a Court oj Record* 
and 03 fucb, its Rights and Privileges r\ever die,: Whereas, 
this Houfe never pretended to be a Court of Record j our 
Privileges otpire at the End of every Pari iament i and the 
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^ViS*"^ neztlfoiile of Oonmions is qiute different from the Uft. 
As to Che Qaeftion whether we have a Right to puniih any 
Printer, who (hall publiih our ProceediDgs, or any Part of 
them, during our Reoe(s, which I take to be the only 
Queftion at prefeot, it may be wwthy G)nfideration : For my 
' own P"^ I am apt to think that we may ; becaQfe our Privi- 
leges as a Hottfe of Parliament exift during the whole Conti- 
Boanoeof Parliiunent ; and our not fitting never makes any Vi- 
olation of thefe Privileges committed during a Recefs lefs 
liable to Cenfure, the next Time we meet as a Houfe. 
However, Sir, as it has been long the PraAice to print 
Ibme Account of our Prooeedings during our Recefs, I am 
againft punifliing any Perfon for what is paft, becaufe 
veiT poffibly they did not know they were doing ami& ; and 
if Gentlemen chink fit to enter into any Refolution for the 
Time to come, I dare fiiy it will be fufficient to deter all 
O^mders in that Way. But that Refolution, Sir, cannot 
afieft any Perfon, who fhall print an Account of your 
Proceedings when this Parliament (hall be diflblved. There is 
an * Honourable Gentleman near me, who knows that the 
Hiftory Xif a whole Parliament was once publtfted in a 
Six-penny Pamphlet, and their Tranfiiftions fet in no very 
fevourable Light, "for the Gentlemen who compofed it. I 
never heard, Sir, that any fuceeeding Houfe of Commons 
took that amifs, nor that the honourable Gentleman, who 
vna generally look'd upon as the Author of it, was ever 
called to Account by eit^r Houfe of Pariiament Parliaments 
Sir, when they do amifs, will be talk*d of with the fame 
Freedom, as any other Set of Men whatfbever. This Par- 
liament, I hope, will never deferve it; bat, if it did, I 
ihould be very forry, that any RefoliAions were entered 
into in order to prevent its being reprefented, in the prefent 
or the next Age, in its proper Oolonn. I am fure the 
lionourable Gentleman who fits near me, will agree with 
flK in this; and whatever the other Houfe may do, Sir, I 
hope we never fhall ftretch oar Privilege, fo as to cramp the 
Freedom of writine on publick Affairs. 

< Bat this Confideiation, Sir, can never afFe£t the Refo- 
lotions ahidi Gentlemen propofe to come to now. We have 
rather been too remifs in not putting a Stop to this feanda- 
Imis PraAioe chat has been complaiMd of. I always thought 
that thefe Pamphlets containing oor Debates were circulated 
by the Government's Eacoongement, and at their Expence ; 
wr till the honooraUe Gendeaian who fpoke ]a& fiive one 
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in ^e Debate, mentiofied the M.igazines in the Manner he 
did, I Iiave been ftU] ufcd to look on tlie publKhiftg them a> 
a mmirterial Project; for I imagined that it being foaiA 
ttnpra£iicabk to make the People buy and read the Gazet- 
teer by itfelf, it was contrived fo aa that the Writinga of the 
other PiTty, being printed in the fame Pamphlet, it might 
be fom€ InvitatjoniQ the Publick to look into the Gazetteer, 
atid t dare fay. Sir, the great Run which the Magazines 
have had has been entirely owing to this Stratagem. Tfec 
Good and the Bad arc printed together, and People are by 
that Mearis drawn in to rcid both. Bat I think it ia now 
high Time, to put a Stop to tlie Effetlts they may have, by 
coming to a Refohitioii that n>ay at leaft prevent any Thing 
being pubUilicd, during the Time of our fitting as a Hoafe, 
which may be impofed upon the World as the Langusge and 
Words of Gentlemen who perhapi never fpokc thcw.** 

Sir Robert Walpole fpoke next : 
Sir. 

« Yqu have with gretit JtiHice punilhed fome Perfons, i& R*fcm 
for forging the Names of Gefttlcmeti upon the Backs of 
Letters! but the Abufe now, complained <>( is, I con- 
ceive, a Forgery of a worfc Kirid ; for it tc«ds to mifreprcfrnt 
the Senfe of Parliameat, and irnpoii: upon the Underftar<ding 
of the whole Nation. It is but a petty Damage that can 
arifc from a forgM Frank, when compared to the infinite 
Mifchiefs that may come fmm thisPwdice. I have read 
feme Debates of this Houfe, Sir, in which I have beta 
iDiide to fpeak the very revcrfe of what I meant, I have 
read others of them wherein all the Wit, the Learning, and 
the Argument has been thro^vn into one Side, and on the 
other nothiiig but wliat was low, mean, aJid ridiculous ; and 
yet when it comes to the Que ft ion, the DiviHon has gone 
againft the Side, which upon the Face of the Debate had 
ReafoD and Juftice to fupport it, So that, Sir, hiad I been a 
Stronger to the Proceedings and to the Nature of the Argu- 
ments themfelvcf, I mult have thought this to have been 
one of the moft contemptible Afiemblies on the Face of the 
Earth. What Notion then, Sir, can the Publick, who have no 
other Means of being inform 'd of the Debates of this Houfe, 
than what they have from thefc Papers, entertain of the Wif- 
dom, and Abilities of an AfltmblyjWho are reprefented therein 
fo carry aUnofl every Point again ft the ftrongert and the plain- 
ed Argument and Appcarance5.However,Sir,as I believe Gen- 
tlemen are by this Time pretty fenfible of the Ncccffity of put- 
ting a Stop to this Pradice, it will be quite unnece^ary for me 
to ftrgoe a Point wherein we are all agreed. But I cannoc 
Jielp taking Notice of one Thing mentioned by the ho- 
M m 2 notmblc 
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nourable Gentleman wHo fpokc kft, ftncc I waa tfae Perfon 
to whom he was pleafcd to appeal. He menlioncd, 
that the Hiilory of a whole Piirliament had heen 
printed, and feemed to iniinuate from this, that People 
infght make very free with Parliaments. Realiy, Sir, 1 
will be fo free as to own that I do know of fuch a Pam- 
phlet beifig printer! ; nay, I believe, I know a little of the 
Author, afld the Publication. But at the fame Time I 
know Sir, that, that was one of the worft Houfo of Com.- 
jnons that ever thisNation faw; that they had a Dtfign to in- 
troduce the Pretender ; that they had approved of a fcanda- 
lous Peace, after the moft glorious War that was ever carried 
on ; and had it not been for fome very favourable Grcum- 
ilanccs that fell out» they would have fct afide ihe prefent 
happy Eftablilhment in his Majel^y's Perfon and Family. 
I hope, Sir, no Gentleroan will find Fault with any Reflec- 
tions, that could be thrown out againR fticH a Houle of 
Common£ : I hope likewife^ that no Gentleman will pretend 
to draw any Parallels betwixt their Conduit and ours. But, 
Sir, befide^ thefc Confiderations, Gentlemen are to refledl, 
that the Parliament which was defcribed in that Hiflory, 
had been dirtblv'd before the Hiftory itfelf was publifhed. 
And not only fo, Sir, but there is a noble Lord in the other 
Houfe, who can, if he picafes, inform Gentlemen, that the 
Author of that Hiftory was fo apprehenfive of the Confe* 
quence of printing it, that the Prefs was carried to his Houfe, 
and the Copies printed off there. 

• This, I think t Sir, will be fuiUcicnt to fhcw, that tJie 
Author did not think himfclf quite out of Danger, even 
tho* the Parliament was difl"olv*d- But, I am not at all for 
carrying Tilings to fuch a Length at prcfent : It may be fuf- 
Jicicnt, if we come to a Refolution to prevent tlie Publlca- 
cation of any Part of our ProceecJings during the Recefs, as 
well as the Sitting of the Parliamenc. As to what the ho- 
nourable Gentleman faid, with regard to the Magazines 
being publifhed and diilributcd by Order, and at the 
Expence of the Government, I don't know if he waa 
ferious or not. If he was ferious, he muft have a very con- 
tcmprible Opinion of the Undeiftanding of thofe Gentiemen, 
who have the Honour to fervc his Majefty, if he imagines 
that they would be fo weak as to propagate Papers, every 
Page almoft of which hath a diredt Tendency againll: their own 
Intcreft. If any Gentleman will take the Trouble, which 
I own I very fcldoin do, to look into one of thefe Magazines, 
he will find four Pages wrote againll the Government for 
pne that is in its Favour; and generally the Subjeft is of 
fcch aNaturgj as would be fev?teJy poaiflied under any 






( ^«7) 
other Government t!ian our own. If the honourable Gen- 
tleman wa* not ferioiis, I think a more pfoper Time might 
have been cholen for (hewing bis Wjt, than while we are 
confidering of the Means of putting a Stop to a Pradice^ 
which he himfelf, and every Gentlemnn who fpokc in this 
Itebaie, allows fo nearly to affeft the Dignit/ and Pfivilegea 
of thi? Houfe. For my own Part, Sir, I am extremely indiffe- 
rent» what Opinion Tome Gentle men may form of the Writers 
in favour of the Government : But^ Sir, I (hall never have the 
worfc Opinion of them for that: There is nothing more cafy 
than to raife a T^augh ; it has been the common Prai^ice of all 
Minorities when they were dri^'en oat of ever)- other Argument. 
I never Ihall be afi'aid. Sir, to do what I think right, and 
for the Service of his Mxijefty and my Co an try, bccayfe I 
may be laughed at. But really. Sir, I will be fo free as 
to fay, that if the Want of Wit, Learning, Good-manners, 
and Truth, is a proper Ohjeft of Contempt and Ridicule^ 
the Writers in the Oppofition fectn to me to have a muck 
better Title to both than thofc for the Government No Go- 
vernment, I will venture to fay, ever punifhed fo ft-w Libeb,aiid 
no Government ever had Provocation to piini(h fo many. 
I coflld name a Government in this Gjuntry^ Sir, under 
which thoie Writings, which are now cry'd up^ as founded 
upon the Law^, and in the Conilltution, would have been 
puniftiM as Libels, even by Gentlemen who arc now the 
warmeft Advocates for the Liberty of the Prefc, and for 
fuffering the Authors of thofe daily Libels that appear in 
Print to pfs with Impunity. But I aik Pardon for what I 
have faid that may appear foreign to the prefent Confideration; 
I was led to it by what had been thrown out by the 
Gentleman, who fpoke before,' 

Then Mr, Speaker having drawo up the Qucftioo, it was 
unanimoufly refotved* 

That it is a high Indignity to, and a notoriotis Breach of 
the Privilege of this Houfe, for any News- Writer, in Let- 
ters or other Papery, (as Minute, or under any other Deno* 
minationj or for any Printer or PubtiHicr, of any printed 
New* Paper of any Denomination, to prefume to inlert in 
the faid Letters or Papers, or to give therein any Account 
of the Debates, or other Proceedings of this Houfe, or any 
Committee thereof* as well during the Recefs, a^ the Sitting 
of Parliament; and that this Houfe will proceed with the 
mmoft Severity againft fuch Offenders. 

Friday f May 5th. Mr, PultCDcy rofe and fpoke as follows; 
Sir, 

• The ad^fanccd Seafon of the Year, together with the M^itheKx. 
Apprchcniioas of t Rupture hapi^oing bciwixt Spain 
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****"3?*' "' ^"^ Great-Britain, before oar next Meeting, makes it necef" 
fary for us to enter into fuch Mcafures as may rtnder the 
War, fhould any happen, fuccefsful on our Part. By the Re- 
foiutions which we have already come to this Seffion, we 
have enabled his M.ijefty to provide for War; we have 
declared our Readinefs to (land by him, in whatever Mea- 
fures he may find neceflary for vindicating the Honour of 
his Crown, and for procuring Reparation to his injured Sub- 
}e€ts, and Satisfadion for the Infults that have been put upon 
the Nation. At the fame Time, Sir, thefeRefolutions are upon 
the deareft Proofs of an infolentunjuftifiable Conduft on the 
Part of Spain, and which, without a very ample Satisfa^ion 
jon their Part, muft unavoidably occafion a War betwixt 
the two Nations before next Seffion of Parliament. 

• In the Event of a War, I believe, no Gentleman doubts 
But that it muft on our Part be a Sea War ; and if it is a Sea 
War, we ought to confider of the proper Meafures for annoy- 
ing the Enemy as eife^rually as poflible. In order to do 
this, we Qught to confult the Cbnduft of that wife Admini- 
ftration, which carsicd on the laft great War in Europe. 
Thefc great Men, Sir, found by Experience, that the Priae 
Offices, notwithilanding all the Precautions taken to regulate 
them, were Difcouragements to the brave Seamen who had 
ventured their Lives in their Country*s Service: For 
when a Prize was brought in, the Commiffioners of the Prize 
Officer, their Clerks, and the other OfHces attending them 
lell upon fo many low Shifts to defraud the poor Sailors, firft 
by deducing fo much clear of the Prize for the Crown, 
then fo much for their own Perqui^tes, that I have many 
Times known a Prize bring the Captains into Debt to the 
Crown. For this Reafon it was necei&ry in the 6th of 
Queen Anne, to pafsan Aft for better fettling the Trade of 
the Kingdom by Cruifers and Convoys. By this Law, which 
was msMS only to continue during the War we were then en- 
gaged in, it wasenafted, that if any Veflfel fhould betakeq 
by any Ship of War, or Privateer, and condemnM as Prize, 
the Officers and Seamen concerned in taking her fhould have 
the fole Intereft and Property in the Ship and Cargo (b 
taken. By the fame Aft proper Methods were laid down 
£h- managing and difpofing of the Prize, and for dividing 
the Money arifjng from the Sale thereof among thofe that 
bad, and ought oiuy to have a Right to it, without fubjefting 
our brave and honeft Seamen to the Fees and Perquifites, suu 
nfual Purloinings of a publick Office. And as a farther En- 
couragement for our Seamen to weaken and diftreis the E- 
nemy, by fei^ingand taking their Ships, a Reward of five 
Pounds to be paid out of the publick Revenue was given to 
every Man that was on board fuch Ships of War, or Priva- 
teer, 
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leer, at the Begiimmg of the Engagement 3 Co that every' 
Seaman had the dnilort to think, that if he waa l^^d in 
the Adion, his WiO and Child rea, or hi* Executort^ould 
be fu re of getting fomt; thing by his Death* 

* But this Affair having been once brought trndertheCon- 
lideraliofi ©f Parliament, even ihh Law was not thought fiif* 
iictent for kU& Encouragement of our Seamcti, and for pre- 
venting ihe Ahu&s that had been put upon diem j and there- 
tore, iilu smother Ad. was pafied the tame Year, for cn- 
couTuging our Trtitie to America, by which it was exprefly 
tnaa^. That all PriKe Offices fhoutd be fupprcfled, and 
that the Oncers and iifanien of tvcry Ship of War ftiould 
have the fale Intereft in all Ships and Goods, being firfl ton- 
dcmned by the proper Court as lawful Prize. By the f:im9 
Ad it was like wife emy5led, that during the War» the 
Lord Admiral, or Commifiioners of the Admifalty» (hould* 
At the Requeft of any Britiih Owner of any Ship, giving 
Security as ufual, except for Payment of the Tenth to the 
I^td- Admiral* grant CommiiCom to the Cooi maud erg of 
fuch Ships, for ieizing Ships afld Goods bt-longing to his 
JMIajefty*i Enemies in any of the Seas or Rivers in America : 
And that the Ships and Goods fo taken, after being adjudged 
Ff:2e, ihoLild be divided aniMigtt the Owners of, and Per- 
fans oQ board the Ships that took then;, according to the 
Agreement that had been made between the Owners and the 
Ships Crew, And in order to encourage private Men or 
Societies, do be at the Expencc of attacking and making 
War on the Enemies of their Country, it was by the fame 
l^w enabled, that her Majeily, during the War, might 
gran: Commilhotia or Charters to any Perfons or Societies, 
for taking any Ships, Goods, Harbours, Landsj or FortiS' 
cations o( her Majetly's Enenaica in America, and for hold- 
ing andenjo)'ing the fame as their own Property smd £ik.te 
forever. 

* But aU ihcfc Regulations, Sir, being determinable at 
the End of the War,, they cin at prefcnt be of no Mattner 
ef Ufc to the Nation. However it is evident, that if we 
*voukl do any Thing efiecluaj againft Sp^in, thefe Regu- 
btions mull be revived ; it is evident Uiat if tliey are not re- 
vived, our Sailors, upon ehe Cotnmen cement of HolliUties^ 
will be fiibje£led to all the loconvemencles which rendered 
the pafling the two Laws. 1 have »ow mentioned, neceflary. 
11ic Officers who mull be coaccmcd in the Priie-Offices, 
would, I beUeve, have as clammy Fingers as any of their 
PredeoeSbrs, and the br»vcSai!o«$ be 35 much impoied upon. 
A KiU for remedying :^ ': '- nvflniences caanot be ^bjedW 
to, but by thofc Avho v » uioii no Sacccfs in »ny Thing 

undertaken for the cotiimgn ucod, I am indeed forr/jthat lIjc 
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Regubtiorts centajned in the two Afts Ihave inciitionesdf> were 
not n^e perpetual ; which might then eafiiy have been done, 
becaiHd> it might have been ena&ed, that they ihoold at the 
Beginning of every future War be revived by his ISfa- 
jcily^s Proclatnation* and that they fhould then cotitinue in 
Force, till his Majefty put a Stop to them by a. new Procla- 
mation : This, I think. Sir, was a Fault ; and as we are now 
in Danger of being involv'd in a War before next SelEon of 
Parliament, we ougiit therefore, in this Seflion, to repair that 
Fault or Overhght, by enafting, that in cafe of a War with 
Spain,thefe fcvsral Regulations Ihould berevived.TheBflI*Sir» 
which I intend to move for. is calculated for thh and no 
other Purpofe ; for as it introtiuces no new Law, nor propofes 
l^e edablifhing any Reguhtion^, of which we have had ne» 
Experience ; as its only f nlentjon is to revive fome former 
temporary Regulation-i, that were found to be of great Ad- 
vantnge during the lall War ; it can occaiion no Jealoufy or 
Sufpieion in any Britifh Subjefl, nor can it give Uneafinefe 
to any Man that wilhes well to Great Britain. It may indeed 
give fome Uncafinefs and Concern to the Court of Spain, 
becaufe it will convince them we are refolved not to be put 
off any longer with tedious Negociations or ftiam Treaties ; 
That notliing will now prevail but granting us immediate 
and (ull Satis fad ion : And that if we fend out any more 
Squadrons, it will not be to pay them a Comp!imcnr, 
but to pour down the Vengeance of Great Britain upon 
ft them. This will be more effeftual for preventing a War than 
all the Treaties which we have been puzzling out for thefe 
eighteen or twenty Years, and at the fame Time be an En- 
couragement for our People at home, to contribute with Chear- 
fulnefs their Proportion of the great Expenccs which the 
prcfent Situation of Affairs requires, 

* The other Arguments, Sir, which may be advanced to 
fupport the Bill, which I intend to move for, will perhaps 
tome more proprly in another Time, At prefent I humbly 
move, that the fixth and eighth Se«5tions of an Aft made ia 
the fixth Year of the Reign of Queen Anne, intitukd Ak 
JB fsr the httter figuring the Trade cf this Kingdsm iiyCrviXers 
end Contrnvs i and alfo thefecond Sedtion of an Aft made 
the fame' Year, intituled, Jtt Aa ftr the Emmragimint of 
the Trade id Amcrkay may be read. 

The Queilion being put, the fame were read accordingly. 

Sir Robert Walpule fpoke next t 
Sir, 
fttRriitrt Wiipeie. * I believe Gentlemen willbeptetty much difappoin ted, 
when I alTore them that I do not rife tip to oppofe thii Bill* 
hintd at by the honoarabk Centlemaa w1k> fpoke laA. 
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_ „..! for my own Part perfuaded, when it comes befoTc the *»*»ii"- "• 
f floufe, that it will appear a very improper Bill at this Junc- 
ture, and I will undertake to prove itfo. I cannot how- 
ever avoid taking notice how different the Time and the 
Manner in which the two Bills mentioned were brought in, 
[ is tTom theTj me and Manner in which the honourabie Gende- 
^ jnanprupotcitobringin his Bill. 

I * As to the Time Sir, the two former Bills were ptirted, 

( after the Nation had been five or fix Years in afttial War » 

\ therefore neither we nor oor Allies could fuffer by :;ny preci- 

I pitate Declaration of fuch a Meafure as this is. By thefe 

^ Bills, Sir, wc did not make one Nation in Europe our Enemy ; 

r we gave no Jeabufy to our Allies ; we put the Crown under 

f roUifficultie*: But I ftiall fubmit it to Gentlemen's Confi- 

r deration, how far it is poffible to avoid thefe Inconveoiences, 

* ihould fuch a Bill pafs at prefent. It would perhaps, Sir, he 

I looked upon as anticipating the Debate, ihould I enter 

■upon any DiJcuflton of our preSent Situation at home and 

abroad. That i* a Confide rat ion which will be much more 

proper when the Bili is brought be Fore us. Thus much only 

I will venture to fay, that 1 ihall never be cither afraid or 

aftamed of oppofmg any Bill, which may tend to plunge 

this Nation into a ruinous and perhaps doubtful War. 

' Having faid thus much, Sir, with fcgard to the Timing 
of this BiU, give me leave juft to toach upon the Manner in 
which it was brought in. I am old enongh. Sir, to remember, 
that when the two BilJspaffed in the fixth Year of Queeti 
Anne for the Purpofes mentioned by the honourable Gen- 
tleman, were brought in, the Crown had previoufly given 
up its Title to the Share which it claimed in the Prizes. 
We had likewife fome Regard to the Rights of the Lord 
High Admiral. Gentlemen will confidcr if we can properly 
bring in any Bill of this Nature, without fome previous Stepi 
I 'of that Kind; However, as I am intircly ignorant of the 
Shape it) which the Bill may appear, I fhall no: oppofe its 
being brought in, 

SirWilliani Windham fpke next : 

SIf, 

* The honourable Gentleman who fpokc laft, did not in- sii wai Win 
deed oppofe the Motion for bringing in this BiU, but he 
took care to let Gentlemen know that he thought it a very 
wrong Thing to bring it in at all. Bw I hope Gentkmch 
will not for all that be fo far prepoflcffed againJl it as to 
think it a bad Bill, becaufe one (gentleman docs not think it 
fit for his Pnrpofe, As to what the honourable Geijitleman 
faid about the Time in which this Bill is moved for j inilead 
of being forry with him that it is too precipitate, I am forry 
we are fo laie iji moving it. We are not indeed in aftual 
War at piefent with the Spaniards, but I am very fure they 
Vol. V. Nn . ajc 
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are at Waf with os, and have been fo thcfc twenty Years ? 
therefore it is now high Time for us to Ihew them that wc 
dare make Wtir upn them. 

' The honourable Gcntleman*s other ObjeSionwaa to the 
Minner in which this Bill is to be brought in. I hdieve, Sir, 
it is as regularly moved for as any other Bill of the fimc or 
a like Nature ever was. We have indeed had no previous 
Notice from the Crown of a Ceilion of its Right in the 
Priaes ; but I apprehend there is no Occafion for it, as will 
Appear when the BiU k brought in. As to what the ho- 
Bourable Gentleman faid about the Crown's previoudy 
giving up its Share in the Prizes, if it h Fa€fc, it difcovered 
great Wifdam and Honclly in the then Miniftry, in ad- 
vifmg the Crown to inch a Ceffion ; bat I apprehend the Cef- 
fion which ihe honourable Gentleman nfieanj, was no other 
£haa a Paragraph in a Speech from the Throne, three or four 
Years before the Atb from which you have heard the Pa- 
ragraphs read were paflfed, and which I believe had no Weight 
with the Houfe of Commona which paffed ihefe A&s. The 
honour:ible Gentleman mentioned the Rights of the Lord 
High Admiral. If the Lord High Admiral has any Claim 
againft thi£ Bill» I dare fay the Gentleman, in whom thac 
great Office is now vetted, will take care that no future Lord 
High Admiral fliill fuffer for Want of an Oppofition to any 
Invafions upon his Rights : So I hope Gentlemen will 
not be amufed by any ACertionsor Infmuations, a^ if thi? 
Bill were difrefpedtful to the Crown, or prejudicial to any of 
the great Officers j it can be of Prejudice to none but to ihofe 
who are lb to the Nation.* 

Mr Pulteney then made a Motion, fecondcd by Mr. San- 
dys, that Leave be given to bring in a Bill for the more effec- 
tual fecuring and encouraging the Trade of his Majelly's 
Subjefts to America ; which was ordered accordingly, and 

Ordered, Thai Mr. Pulteney, Mr. Sandys, and the Lord 
Mayor of London do prepare and bring in the fame. 

Monday ^ May 8. Mr, Pulteney prefented to the Houfe ac- 
cording to Order the faid fiii], and it was read a iirfi I'ime, 

?i'f/i'fl}', A&V9. h wa? according to Order read a fccond 
Time, and committed to 3 Committee of the whole Houfe 
for May i (. 

7l>ut/day May 1 1 . The Orders of the Day being read, it 
tvas refolved. 

That this Houfe will To-morrow Morning refolve itfelf 
into a Committee of the whole Houfe upon the Bill for the 
more effectual fccuiing and encouraging the Trade of his Ma- 
jefty's Britifh Subjects to America. 

Friday May 12. About 12 o' Clock Mr. Pulteney moved for 
the Order of the Pay, and was fecondcd by Mr, Sandys ; 

But 
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Bat the Bill to empower the Lord-Mayor and Aldermen a^" "^«- ^ 
of the City of London to fct the Price upoo all Coals com- - 
fnonly called Sea-Coals, imported into ihe Poj't of London 
from Ncwcaftle and the Ports adjacent tliereunto, for one 
Year, having taken up a great deal of the lioule's Time 
that Sf ffion, Mr. Winnington, who vvas Chairman of the MrWfpmingtM 
Oommitree, to which it was committed;^ oppofed the iame ; "''p''" " 
upon which the Speaker fa id ; 
* Gefitkmrn^ 

• A Motion {ounexpefled as the prcfent makes JtdlfBcQit -^ct,;^^ ^^** 
for me to determine in what Manner to behave : It has ne- 
ver bfcn rhe Cuftom in this Hoaie to call for the Order of 

the Day till two o'Clock at fooneft, bccaufe by that Hour 
Gentlemen arc all prefent In the Holife, and thereby have the 
fairer Opporttinlty of knowing the Scnfc of the Houfe upon 
the Bafinefs of the Day ; But as this Motion ha^ been made 
by an honourable Getitlemnn, and regularly feconded by a- 
notber, it is my Duty, if the Motion is not retradkd, to 
take the Senfe of the Houfe upon it. And Gentlemen I hope 
won't be olftndcd, if previous thereto I acquaint them with 
my Thoughts of the Matter. 1 1 is always my Cuftom, Gen- 
tlemen, before I take the Chair, lo digell in my own Mind 
the Manner in which the Affairs of the Day may be bell 
carried on» both for the Eale of Getidemen, and the Difpatck 
of Bufinels. Gentkmen know very well chat this Dty they 
are to have a Cotiference with the Lords about feme Amend- 
ments to the Bill for the more efiedual fecuring the Payment 
of Rents to Landlords, and preventing Frauds in Tenants. 
As I believe the Conference will not continue very long, per- 
haps nothalf an Hour, and very little of our Time will be 
fpent in the reporting it, I thought the mofl proper Way 
of proceeding on the Bafinefs of the Day, was firft to confi- 
der the AtnendmenES gf the Coal- Bill, then goto the Con- 
ference, and when Gentlemen are rt turned from the Con- 
ference, which may be about j^lf an Hour after two o'Qock, 
to call in the Order of the Day, for which the prefent Motion 
u madci This, Gentlemen^ is the Scheme which I had di* 
getled with myfelf, and I wifli it may be agreeable to th^ 
Houfc.' 

Mr Pulteney. 
Sir, 

• When I made the Motion, it was not with a DelTgn to jwbpHitfnsf 
put the Houfe to any Inconveniences, or to interrupt the 
other Buitnef» of the D^y. But fince the SeHion of the Pajr- 
liamcnt is now fo feradvaiced, that» if I am rightly inform- 
ed, it will continue but three Days longer ; and fince thi$ BjII 
is of the greatcft Confequencc to the Trade and Welfare of 
the NatioQ i and if we do not go through it to-day in the 
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AteiwnpeftHi CoBsmittte,' it is in Danger of being dropped intirely, I 
thought it neceffary to prefs the Confideration of it. The 
Coal Bill, rknow, though of lefs Importance, will, when 
we enter upon it, engroft much of our Time, of which 
Part diay be (aved, l^ putting off the Report for a Day, 
becaiife Gentlemen will have Leifure to concert tke A- 
mendments among themfelves, and the Houfe will perhaps 
efcap the Trouble of a Debate. But the Bill in my Hands 
is of a different Nature ; it is a Bill in which we are all e- 
qoally ccfncerned, a fiill for which the Publick is anxious, 
and which ciaims all the Attention we can give : Gentlemen 
tan never be more ufefully employed than in ferioufly ex- 
amining how it may be amended or altered, fo as bed to 
anfwer the Ends for which it is calculated. For thefe Rea • 
fons, Sir, I ihali beg Leave toinliil upon my Motion. 
Mr. Winnii^ton. 
Sir, 

* I do not believe that there is a Gentleman in this Houfe 
who itmembers a fingle Inftance of the Order of the Day 
being called for before two o' Clock. It has always been 
the Method of this Houfe to receive Reports before any other 
fiufinefs was engaged in ; and I have now. Sir, in my Hand ; 
the Report of a C^minittee upon the Amendments to a Bill, 
bn which this Houfe. has beftowed more Time and Confider- 
ation than upon any Bill that has been before it this Seflion. 
i fhall not difpute the Importance of the Bill which the ho- 
nourable Gentleman has in his Hand; but furely. Sir, Gentle- 
men have no Reafbn to complain of the Reception it hath 
yet met with &om the Houfe. It has been twice read, and or- 
dered to be committed in ks fhort a Time as any Bill could be, 
atttie£nd ofa Seffion, and amidft fuch a Multiplicity of 
Bufinefs ; it is therefore, Sir, I think, but reafbnable, that 
the Report I have in my Hand be now received, and that 
the Bill for which the honourable Gentleman intereils him- 
ielf, take its Turn in a regular Way.* 

Uj)6n this Mr. Speaker iaAnating as if it would be a- 
greeable to him if the Motion was dropt, Mr. Pidteney faid. 
Sir, 

* The- I might very well be excufed from retradiftg the 
Motion I have made, yet your Judgment, jSir, Aall always 
have great Influence with me. If therefore Gentlemen will 
be pfeafed to agree to your Propofid, I am oorftent that the 
Report which the honourable Geotleman has to xaAkc be now 
received. 

. No Reply being niade to this, Mr. Wihningtioh read the 
Bftport from the Committee on the Goal Bill, and the Hdufe 
went thr6* the firft Aitendment ; which occafiorndg fome 
Debate, employed thjBOi till two e* Clock, the Hoar appoint- 
ed 
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td for the Cooference. In the mean Time, Sir Robert *^« " ^?- "- 
Walpole and many other Members coming intQ the Houfe, 
Mr. Winoington moved that che farther Confideration of the 
j^mendmencji ftiotild be refumed when the Conference was 
over. Upon this Mr, Fultcney rofe, up and fpoke in Sub- 
Aance as follows : 

. * If there is either Faith, Honour, or common J u (lice '*'*'^*'"'*'^* 
amongft Gentlemen, this Motion ought not be .igreed to, 
I appeal. Sir, to every Gentleman who was in the Hoirie, 
when I moved for the Order of the Day i if I did not re- 
trad my Motion, from a Deference to your Jadgment, 
whkh inffotnccd me to agree to what was contrary to my 
own. You was pleafed, Sir, to inform us how you had di- 
gcfted the Bufinefs of the Day in your own Mind ; and In 
confequence of your Propofal, we were, immediately after 
the Conference, to enter upon the Order of the Day. Thi» 
Sir, 1 agreed to, and not one Gentleman exprcffcd his Dif- 
fent. With what Face then can Gentlemen make a 
Motion fo contrary to what they agreed to fcarce an Hour 
ago f This, Sir, is, I muil own, & very extraordinary Man- 
ner of proceeding amongft Gentlemen i and for that Redon, f 
Sir, were it for no oiher» 1 hope thi^Houfe will never 
agree to fo pernicious a Precedent,* 

Mr. Winnington fpoke next : 
Sir, 

• I do not know how jaft a Conftrudlioii the honourable Mr . WbmiBEWi. 
Gentleman who fpoke kill has put upon your Words, but I 
am fure I underftood them in a Manner quite different from 
^hat he fecms to have dane. It never enter'd. Sir, into 
my Head, to think that we were to leave the Coal Bill a- 
Jjrupily, and not proceed ag:un in it, when the Houfe cornea 
irom the Conference, I could wiih indeed that Genilera«ii 
Jiad met with no Difficulties in the Amendments, that wt 
snigKt have gone iJito a Committee upon the honourible 
<ientlema.n's Motion, when we returned fom the Conference. 
But, Sir, as this is a Bill of very great Confequence to the 
Cities of London and WeiUninfter, 1 hope Gentlemen will 
be pleafed to confider, that if they ftioiild poilpone it now, 
it perhaps may not be ready for the Royd AlTent this 
Scffion J and that before the ne^ct, Extortion may proceed 
to greater Enormities, and the Griet*ance become too heavy 
to be borne, A Man, Sir, muft always be the bed Judge 
of his own Intencions, and I declare I never had Intention 
of leaving thj£ Bill uniini(h''d, in order to proceed upon 
another, which, however fond fome Gentlemen are of it, 
may pcrhips, when carefully examined, not be found of 
fuch Importance && they imagine.' 
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Several Gentlemen then declared that they appirhewdeif 
the Houfe was to proceed upon the CoaJ Bill till the Time 
apppointed for the Conference, and that when the Conference 
was over, they were immediately to refolve into aCom- 
aiittec upon the Bill mov*d to be conildered. At the {amc 
Time they called loudly upon the Chair to inform the Houfe, 
if that was not his Meaning ? if he did not underlbnd that it 
was upon that AJTirranoe that the Motion made by Mr. Pul- 
teney was retracted ? 

Mr. Speaker feeming unwilling to give any pofitive Dccsfion^ 
Sir Robert Walpole rofej and fpoke to the following Purpofe : 
Sir, 

* I own myfelf a little unfit to fpeak in this Debate, be- 
ta Rofc«i Wiiyfli*, caufc I was not prcfent when the honourable Gentleman 

made the Motion that gave Rife to it. But, I think. Sir, 
neither the honourable Gentleman himfelf who made the 
MotiDn,nor any of his Friends who have fmce given the Houfe 
their Senfe of the Matter, have affirmed, that the ftonourable 
GentleiTlisn who oppoted the Motion dropt one Word, from 
which it could be inferred that be Ihould be willing that the 
Houft fhould leave the Bill upon which we now are, without 
coropleating it, in order to examine another Bill, only be- 
catifc it is fo itjuch a Favourite of the honourable Gentle- 
man who made the Motion, that rather than omit any 
Thing that could tend to promote it, he chofe to afl in a 
Way fomewhat dark, artful, and fufpicious, by moving for 
the Order of the Day at a very iinufoal Time, when by the 
well known Form of the HoufCj the Preference wa$ to be 
given to other Bufmefa. 

* This, among Gentlemen, is an uncommon Way of aft! ng^ 
and like gaining a flolen March upon a dreaded Adverfary. 

* If, Sir J one Gentleman has a Fondnefs for a Bill which ha», 
perhap."!, coft him fome Trouble in preparing and bringing into 
the Houfe, fureit isveryrcafonable to indulge another Gentle- 
man in the fame Partiality for one that has cqfl the Houfe 
fo much Time and Trouble tn examJng, canvafling, and 
amending, as the Bill now ui|der our Confideration ha3 donc- 

* For thisReafon, Sir, I am for refuming the Confide- 
ration of this Bill, ar^d when we have gon« thro' it, I 
fhall, with all my Heart, agree to our examining the other 
Bill, if the Houfe ftiall think proper. In the mean Time, 
Sir, I cannot (ee with what Reafon the honourable Gentle- 
man who made the Motion fhould accufe Gentlemen of 
Breach of Faith, Honour, and common JuHice, for not irn- 
dedlanding your Words in the very lame Manner with 
himfelf: Nor indeed do I think a Matter of this Importance 
ought to have taken op fo moch of our Time: Nobody op- 
|*ofo our going into a Cominiitce upon this Bill i only J«t us 
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cb it at a convetiiervt Time, without poftponmg other Ba- AnwiiGw.Ji. 
fmefs that ought to have the Pfeference. TherefoTC, Sir, i/'^Y^'s^ 
1 am entirely of Opuiioni that wc ought to refume the 
further Confideratiou of tiic BUI now before us.' 

Mr. Pulteaey. 
Sir, 

* From what was lafl ipoken, I can eafily forefee (he m»- 'i^ittniT* 
Fate of the Bill 1 have now in my Hand ; I can difcern thro* 
alhhefe thin Dirguites, thatfomc Geutlemcn have Recourfe 
to a mean tlvpedienc to hinder us from confidering a Bill 
agaiml which no Shew of Reafon or Argument can be aU- 
vjncM, I hate, iJir, all Expedients, and I difdain ail Mi- 
niller$ who uJe them. Some Miniliers, Sir, there are, who 
Jive upon Expedients, and who cannot do their dirty 
Work wiEhout them. Expedients, Sir, in the Hands of 
weak Miniiters, are the lollraments of defeating the moft 
beneficial and of promoting the moil dellr udivc Meafiires. 
Some Minillers know, Sir.thatihe Bill for which I row ftaoi 
up, is a Bill that leaves no room for cobweb Negociationsf • ^ 
inconfiiUnt Trcalics, or mock Ejtpeditions for the future ; and 
that, Sir« k the Reafon why this Method Is made uCn of to 
undermine it. If J had been capable of afting as the ho- 
nourable Gentleman who fpoke lall has fuggclled, J might 
have had many Opportunities of taking the Advantage of 
a thin Houfe, ciiber to bring in or throvv out Bills of the 
greatell Confequence, I appeal to every Gentleman who 
Jiears me, it tt has not been many times in my Power to have 
dropt in» even upon a Land- Tax Bill, with half a Dozen 
of my Friends, &iid to have thrown it out. But, Sir, I 
have always difdaincd thefe Arts. The Bill, Sir, for whick 
I hare loboarecl, will, I hope, recommend Itlelf to every 
Gentleman who Lis a jaft Senfe of hb Country's Honour ; 
and if it is decreed that it muit fall to the Ground, I fhall at 
Teall have tlie Sattifaflion oi doing my Duty honeflly as an 
£nglifliman and a Member of this Haufe. One good Con- 
fequencc I am perfuadcd will attend it: My Councry^men 
will learn, by the Fate of it, what they are to exped ; they 
will learn. Sir, whether we are tamely to fubmitto Infolence 
and Oppreiltans, or to kiz,e the Means of redrefljng them.* 

This Speech put the Houfe into fonie ConfaJlon^ and be- 
ing perfonally levelled againft Sir Robert Walpole, he 
thought proper to nuke the fotlnwing Anfwcr ; 

Sir* 
^ * Tho' the Manner la, which the honourable Gentleman 
who fpoke laft delivered himfelf ^_ may wcU excule me 
£rom faying any Thing in anfwer to a Speech fo 
very unparliamentary, and {o very inconfiftent with all the 
Rules of common Decency ; yet I think J ought to fhew (o 
.^jguch Regard to ihe Houf? a, to dccUnf, that I abhor dirty 
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Expedients ss much zs the hoaourable Gentleman would 
thought to tJo. As for his common-place Railing againft 
Minirters, it gives me very little Trogblt» fo long as j am 
confcious I do not deftrve to have it app]y*d to me. Were 
I ambitious of fhewing my Wit, I might have a fair Oppor- 
tunity of doing it by raifing agamil Mock -Patriots as 
moch as the honourable Gentleman has been plezied to 
^o againil corrupt Miniilers^ and both perhaps might be 
equally inftruftivc to the Houfe. But» Railing of all 
Kinds, Str, has always been look'd upon as the lall Expe- 
dient of dilappoiiued Ambition, and a poor Expedient it is> 
Were I one who for many Years had unfucceisftiUy endea- 
Tourcd, by all the Arts that Malice and Fallhood could fug- 
gdt, to work royfelf into thofe Poflis and Dignities that I 
outwardly afitifted to defpife ; I know nor how far, Sir, my 
Temper might be Towered^ as to make Ufe of fuch an Expe- 
dient ; but really. Sir, if I did, I fhould make but a very 
poor FigMrein the World. Why the honourable Gentleman 
ihould fuppofe there was any premeditated Etefign in the 
Miniihy to throw out his favourite Bill, I canno: compre- 
hend. I believe every Genilemfln l^ere will in hisown Wind 
acquit thcMiniitry of any fach Dcfign, when be reflefls upon 
the Circumfiance that gave Rife to this Debate. For my 
part, Sir, I doubt not but I Ihall be able, without having 
Recourfe to any other Expedient than Reafon and Argu- 
ment^ to fhcw that the Bill for vvhich the honourable Gen- 
tTcman To earnejlly pleads is a very bad Billi chat it is a fiill 
with a fpectous Title, but of a dellruttive Tendency* But, 
Sir, as itdcpesids principally upon you to clear up the Fafts 
chat gave Rife to this Debate^ I ftiall take the Liberty to 
beg thnt you would inforrm the Houfe how the Matter ftands^ 
and for my own Part I fliall very chearfully acquiefce in your 
Decifion. 

When Sir Robert iat down, the Houje aTmoft UHanl- 
moufly cry 'd out the, The Chair f the Chair! Upoa whlcti 
Mr. Speaker fpoke to the following EWeSk : 
Gentlemen, 

• I am extremely forry that auy Thing which fell from 
me fhould have given Occaiion to a Debate of this Kind, 
and It is a very difagreeable Bufmefs to be obliged to declare 
my Opinion ia the prefent Cafe ; However, Gentlemen, as 
you call upon me fo loudly, and fo unanimoufly to do it» 'I 
will, without Regard to a,ny Perfons, or to any Diftinflions, 
inform the Houfe of my real Sentiments. When I made'thi* 
controverted Propofal, I thought there was but very little to 
do in the Coal BiUj and that it might have been eafily over 
before the Hour appointed foi* the Conference j and indeed 
Imu^, in juftice to the honourabk Gentleman who made 
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^le firf! Motion, declare, that as I underftood it, heretraO:- Aaao ii Ce6,ii* 
cd his Motion upon th« Suppofition that the Houfe complied *'* ' 

with the Terms which I propofed, Thcfe Terms were, that 
we {houW,:ifter the Conference was over, immediately go into 
a Committee upon the hon. Gentleman's Bill. As no Objec- 
tion was made to what I fuggefted, dcher by the hon. Gentle-* 
man who made the IftH Motion^ or arty of his Fricnds,t did, ifi- 
deed, take it fir granted that the Terms of my Propofal were ac- 
tually agreed to. However, I fhTill he very proud, if what lam 
now going to fuggeft cm contribute to make up this Breach, 
The Conference will probably be over in half an Hour, da- 
ring which Time all Proceedings on Bufinefs in this Houfe 
are at a Stand, and Gentlemen may thereby have an Oppor- 
tunity of preparing Mnttera fo as to render it cafy for the 
Houfe to difpatch the Coal BUI in a very ihort Time. I 
ilialJ therefore tuke the Liberty to propofe, that after Gen- 
tlemen arc returned from the Conference, the Houfe fliall 
proceed for hajf an Hour upon the Coal-Bill, and then re* 
folve into a Commitcee on the other. Jf the Coal-Bill can- 
not bediipatched tn half an I-Iour, I hope Gcndemen will 
be pieafed to agree with our meeting To-morrow ; and if 
they will come early, I believe we inall have Time enough 
for going through the Coal-Bill, and receiving the Kepon 
of the other Bill. 

Upon this Mr. Pulteney rofc and /poke to the following 
Purpcfe*. 
Sir, 

I own the WaTmili of my Temper tranfported me, when Mr. Pui^Mr* J 
[J fpo^'e lail, into fome Exprellsons, for which I am, now 
very forry. But what Man, treated as I was, could have a* 
voidsd fome Excefs. As you, Sir, have been fo candid as 
to inform the Houfe of the Truth of the Matter, and fo kind 
aa to propoie the Method of our Proceeding, 1 entirely agre* 
with your Propofal. 1 hope it is fully underflood by Gen- 
'eroeti, and that there will be no Miftakes about it when 

\C proper Ttrae comes.' 

There being no ObjeHfon made to this Propofal, the 

'ames of the Gentlemen appointed to manage the Confe- 

■nce were called over, and after they had been gone about 
llialf an Hour, they returned ; upon which every Thing was 
carried on according to what Mr. Speaker had fiid. 

After the firft reading the Bill, Sir Robert Walpok fpoke 
as foUows. 
Sir, 

* I don't rife up now to give ray Negative to the Sit^«l>«t^^p9i* 
Sill before us j f only intend at prelent to throw 
mat a few Inconvenifincies that to me appear to lie 
Vol. V. O o againll 
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Aim J» J«* "• againft it, wliich, upon our farther Progrcfi, may be wor- 
JIl^^0-„^^ thy Confideration. At the {ame Time I own myfelf 
to be under great difficulties. On the one Hand, fhould 
I vote for Meafures, that muft either inevitably plunge us 
into an expenfive and an uncertain War, or make the Con- 
cluiion of a fafe and honourable Peace more difficult, I fhall 
aft contrary to my own private Opinion, contrary to the 
Duty I owe to his Majefty from the Station I have ^the Ho- 
nour to pofleis in his Councils, and contrary to what I owe 
my ^ ountry from the Seat I have in this Houfe. On the o- 
thier Hand, I am too fenfible of the many Violences commit- 
ted, and Seizures made by the Spaniards, to oppofe any 
Thing that carries a Probability of contributing to the Sa- 
tis&^on which is due to our injured Merchants, to the Ho- 
nour of the Nation, and the Dignity of the Crown of Britain. 
I fhall therefore take the Liberty to flate fome Difficulties 
that in my Apprehenfion lie againft paffing the Bill now. be- 
fore us. And that I may do it the more aiilinftly, I fhall 
confider this Bill as con^iling of three different Parts, and 
give the Houfe my Thoughts, fuch as they are, with regard 
to each of .them. 

* The Bill, Sir, has, I mufl acknowledge, a very popular 
Title : It is called, J Bill for the mere iffeaual Jecuring the 
Trade of his Majejiy*s Sui/eSs in Jmerica ; but to me it ieema 
to have a dircft Tendency to deflroy k. By the firft Claufe, 
Sir, the Property of all Captures made when we come to an^ 
open Rupture with Spain, is to be veiled in the Perfons of 
the Captors. The fecond Qaufe gives five Pounds to every 
Sailor in his Majefty*s Navy, who fhall be on Board a Ship 
of ours, that fhall take an £nemy*s Ship on the open Seas : 
And by a third Claufe his Majefly is to be impowered ta 
grant his Letters Patent, for incorporating Societies for ma- 
king Cbnquefls of any Qty, Town, Fort, Lands, Settle- 
irients. Fairies, &c. of the Spanilh Dominions, and for 
afturing the Property of any Place taken to t,he Societies 
that may be concerned therein. 

* By; the firH Claufe I have mentioned, if all the Spanifh 
^te-Ships fhould be taken by our Fleet on their Return 
fipm, or in the Harbours of America, that immenfe Trea^ 
fure becQmf s the Property of our Officers and Seamen. I be- 
lieve. Gentlemen need not to be told that the Spaniards have 
not the Property of one fifth Part of the Riches which are 
yearly brought home in their Plate-Ships f the far greateft 
Pa,rt of the Carso belongs to other Nations,, who are in 
Friendfbip and Alliance with us. Thefe Riches, Sir, were 
put on Board the Spanifh Ships, in full Faith and Confidence 
of our Friendfhip. The Owners of them are no ways enga- 
ge in. our Quarrel^ nor hay^ wc ever received ftozathem 




any ProTocation. Now» Sir, I Jhall be glad to know liow It Aft"" i*^- tt 
would found, if upon a Rupture with Spain, the Fleet ef (^^J^- 
Britain fliould fciiie upon the Wealth of her Friend* and Al- 
|je$, who hud Hitppied it on Board tiic Spanifb Shi^ in th« 
full Faith and Aflvirance ef Friendftip j and what muft be 
(lie Gjnfeciuence of fuch Seizure, {hould it, by our pafliog 
this Bill, be put our cf our Power to mak« them any Recitation. 
* Siri when I hive faid all this, I am far from thinking 
that we are not a fuffident Mitch for the Spamards, or it 
the prefmt Differences ihould come to an open Rupture, that 
we {hould nut be able to /brce them foon to do as J u It ice. 
But give me leave, Sir, to fty, that I think we are not a 
Match for the Sp^iniajds nnd French too. Every Body knows 
that the Share which the French have in the Sp:iiii(h Plate 
Ship« h very confiderable, and this being To, there is no 
Kootn to doubt but aiS foon as it js known at the Court of 
Fnmce» that wc have a pafs'd a Bill to give to our Officer* 
and Seamen, that Treafure whj<;h ihc thought fo well I'tcu- 
red by her FHcndftiip with us, llie wtil tmmeiiately deter- 
mine herfelf with rtgiird to the Part fhe is to tuke in this 
Quarrel i but it is prefumed, that the Dctermto.«t!dn wiU 
not be in our Favour. The Manner in wnich fhc will na- 
turally reafon on our paling this BtU, will be thu«i : * I had 

* refolv'd CO Aand Neuter in this f^uarrel betwixt Spain and 

* Britain, as their Differences did not affcfl my ftitcfcft, 

* But now the Cife h altered. I have a very great Properly 

* at Stiike, and I mull take effeftual Care to fccure it. This 

* I can only do, either by iniellin*ihe Coaft of Britain, and 

* thereby forcing her to accept of what Terms I (hall pleafe 

* to impofe, or by fending out a Squadron of Men of War 

* to protect the Spanilh Plate Ship^ * In this M.inner, Sir, 
we may be affured, the Court of France will rcafon ; in one 
CT both of thete Ways will (he naturally aft, if \ve ihould pais 
the prefent Bill into a Law i and m that Cafe I IhouId not at 
all be furprized to fee the next Spanilh Plate Fleet come 
Home under a French Convoy. This, Sir, J think, is <i 
prudentidl Confideration, why we ought not, but after tna- 
mrely weighing the Confequcnces, to agree lo the pafiing 
this Bill- But there are other Rcafons of a different and a 
more domeltick Nature, that ought to make us ilill moro 
cautious in every Step we take in this Affair. As the Law 
already (lands. Sir, hts Mnjefty may difpoJc of Captures made 
in the Time of War in what manner bethinks fit; and 
thete are many Inftances of this Houfe addrefiing tlie Prince 
©tithe Throne to grant them to the Officers and Seamen con- 
cerned in the Captures. Such Grants, Sir, bavp never been 
refufed, when lo apply*d fcr, and Captures were fcaroe ever 
etbcrwifc difpofedof. Aa honourable Gemleman in thii 
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*™" "tS"*" Houfe, I believe, if he pleafes, can inform you that white 
he commanded a Squadron of our Ships during the laft War 
with Spain, a Letter came from a Duke, the then Secretary 
of State, by which Letter his Majefty gave up all his Right 
^to feveral Spaniih Ships taken as Prizes in the Mediterranean, 
in favour of the Officers and Sailors who took them. And, 
Sir, we have not the leaft Reafon to fufpeft that our Seamen 
would meet with lefs Encouragement under his prefent Ma- 
jefty, than they have done under his Royal Predeceffors. I 
think therefore it would be very unadvifable to engage in 
,fuch Meafurcs, as would, perhaps, put it out of his Ma- 
jefty's Power to obtain Reparation of our paft Injuries, or 
Security for our future Gimmerce. Nor can I fee. Sir, the 
leaft Reafon why you fliould put that in your Statute 
Book, which you before had upon your Journals. 

* I ftiall prooeedjSir, to the fecond Ginfideration, and I hope 
I may, without Offence, be allowed to become an Advocate 
for our injured Merchants. I repeat i4^ir, — an Advocate 
for the Merchants f of whofe Intereft, however, I have 
been mifreprefented, I am as tender as the war meft. Friend 
they have. My Concern for them. Sir, is left they ihould 
fuffer more from us, if we pafs this Bill, than they have 
fuftered A-om the Spanilh Guarda Cofta's. I dare fay the 
Honourable Gentleman who brought in the Bill, did not 
confider the Lofs our Merchants may fuftain by the Share 
they have in the AfTurance made on the Cargoes of, thefe 
Plate Ships. There is fcarce any Nation in Europe whofe 
Merchants have not Efteds on board the Plate Ships,and which 
they do not take care to infure either with our Merchants 
or the Dutch. Hence it is, Sir, that they become accountable 
for the Damages thefe Ships fliall receive by Storms, by Ene- 
mies, or by other Accidents. 

* I will fuppofe. Sir, all Commerce to be already broken 
off with the French, by the Meafures I have demonftrated 
they muft naturally take on our paffing this Bill : But will 
our Infurers be thereby free from indemnifying their Loftes 
on our taking the Spanifli Plate Ships ? I believe not Sir j 
but if they were, I may venture to fay, that the Merchants 
of other neighbouring Nations, will have a Claim upon bur 
Infurers for greater Sums, than Their Loffes by the Spanifli 
Depredations can amount to. Befides, Sir, can we fuppofe 
the States General will be well pleafed to find fuch large De- 
mands made on their Infurers ? The Dutch have certainly 
fufFered much by the Spaniards, tho* perhaps they have 
not had fo many Ships feized as we have j they can claim 
the fame Right to Redrefs as we do, and if they pleafe may 
purfue the lame Meafures for obtaining it ; but, we find, 
they wait the Refolt of our Councils. If the Meafures we 
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Ihall take carry a Probability of proctirlng Satisfaction for 
the part, and Security for the future^ we need not doubt of 
their Concurrence and Affiibnce ; but if we purfue Meafurea 
which may render the Remedy worte thnn the Difeaie, wc 
jnuli never imagine that any Nation wiii deierrainc them- 
fclves agatnll their own Intereft. 

* rih^ill next proceed to another Argument, drawn, Sir, 
from a Conlideration of the Treatment which our Mer- 
chants DOW rcfiding in Spain* and other Places under 
that Crown * may receive, and of what will be the Fate 
of all our Ships which ftial! be found in any of its Ports, 
when it comes to be known that this Parb'ament has 
palled the Bill now before us. What may be the Value of 
our Metcbants or Ships in their Ports, I do not pretend to 
kjiow; but I believe I may fafely fay, that the trading Part 
of this Nation would have Reafon to regret our taking % 
Step, that would be no fooner known at the Court of Spats 
(who would no doubt have more earfy Information of it than 
the Merchants themfeives) than every Shilling of their Ef- 
fefLs would be ftqueftet'd^ and ev^cry Ship they have in 
ihofc Parts feiaed on. I know, Sir, it may and probably 
will be objeded by fome Gentlemen, tiiat as this Affair has 
been long in Agitation, the Merchants by this Time are pre- 
pared for the worft, and iiave found means to fecure their Ef- 
feds fo well in thofc Party, as to render it imjpofiible for the 
Government to difcover them. But^ Sir, though this might 
be done in a free Country like ours, where the Laws admit 
of no Racks or Wheels to extort a Dilcovery of that Kind, 
yet who can tcH what Methods may be uled in a Country 
where Liberty is not fo well underfiood, andwhofe Prince 
is abfolute ? There is no Gentleman more zealous for the 
Honour of this Nation than I am, or more ready to concur 
with tvtry Meafure for alTerting it : But, Sir, we are to re- 
flcft, that other Nations may be as tender in that Point as 
we are. Thofe who have Occaiion to be much about the 
Peribm of Princes know very well how jealous they are oa 
this Head, and apt to take Fire at every Thing that feems 
to affefl their Honour ; fhould we, at the very Time 
when hia Majeily has renew'd his preifing Inftances 
with the Court of Spain, pafs this Bill into a Law, 
before we can have any Aniwer from that Court, there 
is great Reafbn to believe, that hsi Catholic Mrjtfty will 
look upon it as the highcft Indignity that can be offfitd 
him, and may proceed to fuch Extremities as mutt render it 
impoflible for us to obtain Satisfadlion for our injured Mer- 
chants any otherwife than by War, the Event of which is 
always doubtful. Wc have already Urtngtliened the Hands 
#f his Majeily by jptomiUng to Hand by him in ercj^ Mc%- 
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► n Ceo. II. fare he ffiall take for obtaining a fall Satlsfaftion for the 
J^^^^ J Loffes of our Merchants • His Majcfty, in Confequcnce of 
that Addrefs, has given Orders to his Minifters at the Court 
of Madrid, to make the ftrongeft Inftances for obtaining that 
Satisfaction ; and there are very good Grounds to believe, 
that when his Catholic Majefty fees with how much Zeal 
and Unanimity we have already z6tcd in this Affair, f c will 
be the ftrongeft Motive to him for granting it, ,On the 
contrary, ihould we pafs the preient Bill into a Law, 
we muft make one half of Europe either open Enemies or but 
very cold Friends. What will be the Confequence of this, 
but playing the Court of Spain's Game ? This is the Thing 
in the World (he moft wants ; and though fhe were other- 
wife difpofed to give us the deiired Batisfa^ion, fhe. will 
ftt leaft infift upon her Right of fearcblng our Ships in thoie 
Seas ; file will infift upon a fuller pr clearer Proof of the 
Juftice of our Merchants Complaints than (he can have from 
this Place : After they are proved fufficiently to fatisfy all the 
reft of the World, fhe will infift upon our Ships bekg lawful 
Prizes, by having on board a)ntraband Goods. This, Sir, no 
dittubt will be her Language, when (he finds that (he is to be 
fopported l^ other Powers. And then what Profpeft can 
we have of being redrefs'd ? But now. Sir, (he ftands by her 
ielf, fhe finds that we are in earneft, that we are no longer to 
be trifled with, and that we are prepared to ufe other Argu- 
aaenta befides Remonftrances. In this Situation, Sir, fhe 
will be glad to treat on reafonable Terms ; but in the other 
ihe will pretend to dictate. 

* I know very well. Sir, that Bills have pafled with Claufea 
of this Nature. One, I think, pafifed in the fixth of Queen 
Anne, and I believe that I myfelf voted for it. Biit, Sir, that 
Bill was brought in after the War was begun, when it was 
Smpoffible that any of our Friends or Allies (hould fuffer by 
its pafiing, and when no Treaty of Accommodation wa& 
on Foot : But, Sir, the very Reverfe happens to be the Caic 
at prefent. 

* By this Bill, Sir, all Prizes taken from the Spaniards 
after the Declaratk>n'of War, are to be given to the Officers 
and Seamen prefent in the A£lion. Now, Sir, I think it 
will be prope;- to obferve, that of late moft Wars have been dc- 
dar'd from the Mouths of Cannons, before any formal Deda^- 
ration ; and. Sir, it is very probable, that if we are obliged to 
oometd an open Rupture with Spain, the firft Declaration of 
War made on our Parts will be from the Mouth of our Canncm. 
In this Event, Sir, I fhoukl be glad to know of any Gentle- 
man, what Time our Allies can have to withdraw their Ef- 
fedts ? or where the Juftice will be of our feizing them, and 
puttiDg it out of our own Power when feized, to make any 
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Reftitution ? while at the {ame Time they depend on the *^ ^^ "• 
Friendlhip and Alliance fubfifting between them and us. By 
the Bill in its prefent Shape, Sir, only fourteen Days are al- 
lowed, and if our Ships Ihould after that Time meet with & 
Spanifti Ship it is Prize. For this Reafon, Sir, I think, in com- 
mon Jullice, we ought at lead to give our Allies fair Warning. 
This Bill, therefore Ihould not take EfFcd till areafonable 
Time &fter an open Rupture betwixt us and Spain, that our 
Allies may know what to expe^, in cafe any of their Goods 
are found on Spanilh Bottoms. For, Sir, there is no Doubt, 
when we enter into an adual War with Spiin, the French 
and all other Nations will be very cautious in what Manner 
they trult their £ffe6b on board the Plate Ships, fieiides. 
Sir, there is another very material Diiference betwixt this 
Junftare, and thofe wherein Bills have paffed with Clau{e& 
of the like Nature with that under our Q)nfideration. When 
the Bill I have laft mentioned was brought in, both the 
Dutch and we were in a&ual War with France, ' and with- 
the prefent King of Spain, in whole Hands the Spanilh A- 
merica then was ; (o that we made no more Enemies than, 
before, nor had we any fewer Friends. The Wealth of the, 
Spanilh Weil-Indies was at that Time the Sinews of the- 
French Power : We knew, if we could once cut ofF that 
Communication, we ihould difable him from carrying on the. 
War. It was therefore a prudent and nec^ry Step in us ta 
animate our Seamen by all the Encouragement we cQuld pof- 
Ably give them. But I believe, Sir, no Gentleman will s£^ 
firm that Jundure and the prefent to be paralleL 

* As to the Qaufe for granting Head Money to our Saflors^ 
I look upon it in a very different Light from the former, t; 
think it is extremely proper and reaionable, that our Sailors, 
in cafe of a War, ihould have fuch an Encouragement, zadt 
(hall be very glad to concur with any Motion for that Pur- 
pofe. It cannot be expeded. Sir, that Men ihould en< 
counter Danger without a Profpcd of Reward, or fo boldlf- 
face Death for common Wages. I think Frugality in thi» 
Cafe is very improper, and am in this Point intlrely of th« 
Opinion with the honourable Gentleman who brought ia 
the Bill. 

' I ihall proceed therefore to the third and h& Head I 
propofe to fp«k to ; namely, the veiling the Property of 
the PUces which fhall be taken from the Spaniards, in th* 
Perfons of thoie who ihall take them. To this Claafe, Sir, 
I cannot aflent, becaufe I am equally againft whatever 
may obllrudt.the Conclufion of a fafe and an honourable' 
Peace, as agajnft what may plunge us into an unequal War. 
I believe. Sir, there are very few Inilances of any Peace 
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Aaerii Geo. IT. being concluded of late between the Powers of Europe, bjr 
ryriy-L. which all Conquefts of the Territories of either Party made 
during the Time of the War, were not mutually given up. 
Should we enaft fuch a Claufe in favour of private Perfons, 
and if in Confequence of that Claufe any Conquefts were 
made, we muft be reduced, when a Treaty is fet on Foot, to 
the Dilemma either of throwing in an infuperable Obftade 
to the Conclufion of a Peace, or of committing an Injuftice 
to private Perfons by depriving them of their Property,— 
Tis true,— -it is poffible that thefe Perfons may be fatif- 
£ed with an Equivalent, and it is as true that poflibly they 
may not : But fuppofe they fhould be fatisfied, it is to be 
prefumed they will make the beft Bargain for themfelvcs 
tiiey can, and infift upon Terms which may gfeatly difcon- 
ccrt the Meafures that the treating PoWers might otherwife 
concur in. This, I fay, muft very much perplex, if not 
. utterly break off, any Negociation. It is not to be expedled 
riiat thofe Proprietors are to be indemnified by the King of 
Spain ; that Prince's Minifters will infift upon a Reftitution, 
without having any Regard to the Right of Conqueft, which 
our Subjects may plead, or the Difficulties our Crown will 
Iteve to recover thefe Conquefts to herfelf before ihe can re- 
fiore them. So that. Sir, fhould we enadl this Claufe, we 
^a Thing that muft at leaft very much embarrafs all future 
/ Kegociations for Peace, or put the Crown to a very great 

Expence. The Difficulties Sir, that lie againft this Claufe, 
are greater, with regard to Spain, than any other Cbuntry 
in Europe J fince it is provided by feveral folemn Treaties, 
that no Part of the Spanifh Dominions, as then poHefTed by 
that Crown, Ihall be alienated or difmembered from her 
Monarchy ; and we know what Uneafinefs fhe has given us 
ui our Pof&ffionof what we paid fo dearly for, and which 
has^been fo often confirmed to us. For thefe Reafons, Sir, 
I think that our paffingthis Claufe would be putting his Ma- 
jefly to- a future Inconvenience, and m fome Meafure bind 
aphis Hands from making that fafeand honourable Peace 
which we all fb much defire. The Crown of Britain h;is an 
indifputable Right to make Peace and War, and in my O- 
. pinionitisajuft Right, and advantageous to the Subjed. 
Sut, Sir, we ought to throw no Obftades nor Difficulties in 
the Way, that may diftrefs the Crown in the Execution of 
this Right, or prevent the Cbnclufion of a Peace confiftoit 
with the Safety of the Subjed and the Honour of his Ma> 
jefty. 

* I have now, Sir, gone thro* a few of the many Objec- 
tions to this Bill: Ihaveftated m^ Difficulties, and fhall be 
glad to have them removed. I know, Sir, under what Dif- 
uvantages I fpeak^ and how ready fome are> in the prefent 
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Cafe, to interpret the leaft Caution, however reaJbuable, as ajim nc«. ii 
Coldnefs and Indlffifrence. 

* I know how unpopular every Argument Is on the Side 
of Peace ; and I likewife know, that every thing that comes 
from a Mmiftcr that has a Tendency that Way, is looked 
upon 35 proceeding from his Fear of a War. I have been 
long ufed to bear thefe Re fle fit ions ; but I have always dif- 
regarded a Popularity that was not acquired by a hearty 
Zeal for the publick fntereft ; and I have been longenotlgh 
in this Houfe to fee that the moft fleady Oppofcrg of Popu- 
larity, founded upon any other Views, have lived to receive 
the Thanks of their Country for that Oppofition. The Ex- 
perience, Sir, of ihts, has often encouraged me to oppofe 
papular Meafures when they were wrong, and fometimes to 
promote unpopular ones, if they were right. The Ex- 
perience of this. Sir, has made me lay before yon my Objec- 
tions with regard to thepaffing the prcfent Bi!L But at the 
(ameTime, Sir, I am asmuchagainft throwing cold Water 
upon the Zeal which this Houfe has fhewn with regard to 
the Infults offer«'d to our Country, m any Gentleman here : 
Nay, Sift give me leave to fay, thattny own Intereft is con- 
cerned, and, had I no other, is a ftrong Motive for our do- 
ing every Thing that can procure us JQll Satisfafiion, I know. 
Sir, howfar Minifters are accountable for the Counfeh they 
give their Sovereigns, and how far this Houfe in former 
Times looked upon them as anfwerable for the Conduct of the 
Sovereign, and I think, Sir, they fliould be anfwerable, — ^'Tij 
|Hit a mean Excuie for a Miniiler,when any wrong Step is made 
in Government, that he is not accountable for the Events of 
Meafures that never were advifed by him, and in which he 
was over- ruled by his Superiors. I have always difdaincd 
thefe mean Subterfuges ; and with what Face can I again 
appear in this Houfe, if full and ample Satisfafiion is not 
made us, or at leaft, if we don*t do our utmoft to obtain it; 
cither by fair and peaceable Means, or by exerting all our 
Strength in cafe a War becomes neceflkry. If my Country 
ihould call me to an Account, I would very willingly take 
upon me the Blame of every Step that has been made by the 
Government, iince I had the Honour to enter into the Ad- 
miniftration. As to the common Notion of a Minjllcr'i 
being afraid to enter into a War, I do not underft:ind upon 
what it can be grounded. For my Part, I never could 
fee any Caofe, either from Reafbn or my own Ewjieriencf , 
to im^ne that a Miniftcr is not as fafe in Time of War, 
as in'nme of Peace. Nay, Sir, if we arc to judge by 
Reafon alone, it 11 the Iniereil of a Minifter, confcious of 
any Mifmanagcment, thai there ftiould be a War; becaufe 
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by a War the Eyes of the publick are diverted from exami- 
ning into his Condu£): ; nor is he accountable for the bad 
Succefs of a War, as he is for that of an Adminiftration. 

* I remember, Sir, when I was a young Man, nothing 
gave me a greater Pleafure than voting for a War with 
|i'rance ; I thought that it founded well, that it was heroic, 
and for the Glory of my Country. But, Sir, how fatal 
in fome Refpedls have the Confequences of that War, 
juft and neceflary as it was, been to Britain ? I little dreamt 
that at this Day we ihould by Means of that War be groaning 
under fuch a Load of Debts. I little dreamt, Sir, that the 
noble Refolution the Parliament then made was tocoft us fo 
dear, or that we were to purchafe our Glory at an Expence, 
which after fo many Year?, would render it extremely inconve- 
nient for us to enter into any, even the moft neceflary. War. Fcmt 
which Reafon, Sir, tho* J^ am as abfolutely bent upon a 
War as any Gentleman, if Satisfadlion cannot be obtained 
by other Means ; yet I think it would be very imprudent for 
this Houfe to take any Steps that may prevent the Conclu- . 
fion of a fafe and honourable Peace. This Bill, in the 
Views I now have of it, muft be attended with that EfFed ; 
and tho', as I faid before, I fhall not give it my abfolute Ne- 
gative, yet Gentlemen muft excufe me, if it does not meet 
with my Concurrence till I hear the Reafons anfwered 
which I have advanced againft it.' 

. Several other Speeches were made on this Occafion, par- 
ticularly one by Sir Robert Walpole : But as we have al-. 
ready given the Subftance of it (fee Page 2.83) we. (hall 
proceed to that delivered by Mr. Pulteney. 
Sir, 
Mr. Puiten«y. « This Bill is in every Part fo evidently calculated for 

the Ends propofed by it, that I am greatly furprized that the 
honourable Gentleman who firft fpoke againft it, and who, 
by his fingle Difapprobation, has raifcd all the Oppofition it 
has met with, can fee the Claufes he objeds to in fo disad- 
vantageous a Light. I am perfuaded, if Gentlemen had 
fcrioufly refiefted on the Defign and natural Confequences of 
fuch a Bill, they would have fpared their Objed:ions. ' The 
principal End, Sir, propofed by it, is to prevent a War; 
and the Way to obtain this End, is by a public Aft of the 
Legiflature to make it known to all the World, that we 
have raifcd the Ardour, anci encouraged the Hopes of our 
Seamen ; that we have animated all our Fellow- SubjefU 
(in cafe a Peace is refufed) to diftrefs the Enemy by feifing 
their Wealth and Pofleffions, and confequently diminilhing 
their Power. All the Arguments therefore brought againft 
the 5ill>on the Suppofition that it will tend to plunge us into 
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a ^ar, are drawn from wrong ConcluCon?, Inftead 

tSir, of ptedpitating m into a War, this Bill muft 

flialkn on a Peace. Ey it we are aflifting the Mi* 

niftry; we are ftrergthcning their Hands; we are 

giving Weight to their Negotiations; we are lettitiig 

Spain fee that we are in earnell to fccure our Rights by a 

[fiifc and an honourable Peace, or to v^itidicate them hy a vj- 

f porous War. In a Word, Sir» if the waimelt Friend of 

j Ihe MinillrjTj — if the honourable Gentleman who fits near 

tjnei had himfelf been forming Meafures to procure a Peace, 

Ithey could not have thought on a more ready and a more 

l«fFc(fli.ial Expedient than this Bill.' 

When the Bill was committed, they received a few Al- 
ttcrations, particularly the i^Days^ the Time !(rtiirecl for 
|the G>jnir!tument of ihe Bill from the Dechraticn of War, 
ivas prolonged fox two Months afcer fuch a Dt.cli ration, 
bf any (hould happen : Thb being the only materia i Ob- 
e£tion in the Committee to the Bill, the Quellion was put 
opon the Bill, a* it ftood amended, and was carried in the 
■Affirmative, with only one Negative, which w^s that of Sir , 

iRobcrt Walpole. The Bill being engmired, it wis re/d 
Ifbr a third Time, on the 15th of May : The Queftion 
[being put, a long Debate arofc; in which the principal 
[Speakers, and their Arguments, we« as follow- 
Henry Fox Efij; 

Sir,.. 
The Bill now under oar Confideration, is in my OpJ- H«nryFt>s£fn 
laion of the greatcil Importance ; greater perhap than Gen- 
Itlcmen commonly, apprehend. The Que Jl ion with me, is 
liiot whethlPfach or fucli Claufes of the Bill arc proper for 
(tur AflcTltj but, whether this is a proper Time for paffing 
fuch a BilL Were we in an adual War witii Spain, I don*t 
deny but that there are fevera I Claufes in thi-: BID, which 
might very much conduce towards rendering it lucccfsrul 
on our Parts. But, Sir, as his Majefty has mi thought fit 
to declare that Matters are come to fuch an Extremity, p.s to 
render it impoffible to make up Matters without our entering 
into a War, I ftiould thtnk it extremely imprtident in us, to 
ufurp chat Part of the Royal Prerogative, which in Effl-a we 
do, fhootd we pa& this Bill into a Law. An honourable 
Gentleman near me the other Day, I think, proved to De- 
inonftration, that the pafling of this Bill in any Shape, at 
tilts Junfturc, mull greatly alarm, not only the Sf-iniards 
and the French, but even our moil favoured Allies. Nay, 
more than that, Sir, our own Merchants, I am afraid, would 
in Cafe of an immediate Rupture with Spain be the greatelt 
Sufferers. This, Sir, muft happctj, not only by the great 
P p 2 Iiifuraiice> 
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"^ "' I'^f"r*ace, which has m this Country been made upon thcJfe 
Effcdrs, which poffibly may fill into the Hailda of our Pri- 
vateers and Ships of War ; but bjr the Concerns they have 
with the Dutch, the French, and all other European Nations, 
Commerce is of a very delicate Nature, and whacever af- 
feQ;s too fenfibly one part of the trading Intereft, mull tie- 
ceflarily alFeCt the whole. Therefore, Sir, I think it would 
be highly improper for us to pafs a Bill» that muil give fuch. 
a Shock, as oiir pafiing this Bill ac this Junfknrc mart cer- 
tainly do. If the Inilanccs of his Majeity for a fair and 
honoarable Peace fliould be incffeflaal, k is very probable 
ihat fuch a Bill will be then thought of. But we ought by 
no means to anticipate the Rupture, by doing any Thirig 
that may render it unavoidable. I fliall not trouble the 
Houfe farther at prefent ; other Gentlemen, I dare fay, will 
fpeak more fully upon the Queftion ; but, I thought my 
bare Negative was not fufficient upon this Occafion^ without 
my Ihewing publickly how heartily I am againil our pafHng 
this Bill.' 
Cenp Wriahr El«ij Gcorge Wright Efq J Member for Lcicefter, took notice 
among ieveral other Things, that Gentlemen were very apt 
to attribute the SpaniOi Depredations in America, to the 
whole Nation of Spain ; that they talkM as if thefc Depre- 
dations had been authorized, or at leaft approv'd of by the 
Government of that Kingdom. Whereas, it did not yet ap- 
pear, that the Government had fo much as connivM at any 
of them. Nor had the Court of Spain, as yet, refiifed to 
order Reftitution in any one Cife.where the Seizure had been 
made appear to be unjuihThat there was therefore Room fliU 
left for Negotiation ; and that if we couJd obtain by peaceable 
Means, the utmoll we could exped by Force of Arms,he vsfaa 
fure no Man of common Prudence^ unjefa he had fome other 
View than that of the Good of his Gauntry, would advife us 
to provoke the Kingdom of Spain to a War. He fa id, he 
hoped he had always ihewn hlmfelf as jealous for the 
Honour oi his Gjuntry, and as zealous for afferting it 
Dpon all Occafions, as any Man ought to be ; but that, 
on the prefent Occafion, he mull needs think, that the 
Houfe had already fufficiently teftified its Zeal for the Ho- 
nour of the Nation, and our Concern for the Sufferings of 
our Merchants and Seamen. That they had already ad - 
drefled his Majefty, to ufe his utmoft Endeavours for ob- 
taining Reparation to our Merchants, and Sati^faflion to the 
Nation, That they had promifed to fupport his Majefty^ 
in whatever Meafures he fhoutd find neceifery for that Pur- 
fKjfe. That they had even made fome ProVtfion for a War, 
Id Cafe it fliould be found neceflary ; And that, in Confe- 
^oence of what. they had done^ they could make no Doubt^ 
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but that his Majefly had fent Orders to his Mlnlfter at 
the G«irt of Spain, to iniift upon a full and fpeedy Sntla- 
fadfcion. That their Zeal and Unanimity in the Hefolutioiis 
they had already corae lo, would probably open the Eyes of 
the Court of Spain, and produce a laftingand firm Peace. 

* John Talbot £fq; Member for Brecon, faid, 

* That, fcppofing neither ihe French nor Datch had any 
Share in the Spamfli Plate- Fleets ; yet it was certain, that 
our own Subjefls had always a very coniiderable Share, and 
that he believed the Engliih Mercbaots trading to Spain, 
did return yearly large Sums in Bullion and Spanifli Giin ta 
their Native Country. 

* That as the Law now flood, if any other Ships in whkh 
they had a Concern, ihould be taken after the Declaration of 
War, his Mfljefty could feparate their Share from the Reft, 
and return it to them. But that, if that Bill iliould pafs into 
aLaw they moft be ruin'd: And for what ? For being concern'd 
ina Trade,by which they acquired great Riches to their Coun-» 
try, as well as themfelves ; which he thought would be x 
moft extraordinary Piece of Injiiftjcej as well as bad Policy t 
unlets we liad given them timely Warning not to be any 
farther concerned in that Trade.* 

Thefe Arguments were anfwered by Thomas Coder Efqj 
one of the Eeprcfcntativcs for the City of Briftol, aa 
follows : 
Sir, 

* When Gentlemen fpeak of a War between Spain and ThfliiusC»iicrEi« 
Great-Britain, they are apt to imagine that we (hall do great 
Damage to our AJHes, and our Merchants, and violate the 
Treaties betwixt the two Crowns, in cafe we fhould pafs this 
Bill into a Law. As I have had fome Opportunities, Sir, 
of knowing a little of the Trade between Spain and us; I 
cannot help obfcrvjng, that Genttemen aremillaken, if they 
imagine that it would do either the one or the other. Our 
Merchants, it is true, generally had fome Share in the Plate- 
Fleets i but 1 believe at prefect they have v^ry little. This 
is owing to the long Dependance of the Negociations betwixt 
us and Spain, and the Backwardncfs of the Court of Madrid 
to give us die Icail Satisfaction. This Backwardnefs, Sir, 
Botwithftanding aJl that hai been faid in favour of that 
Court, was no Secret among our Merchants ; and I will ven- 
ture to ^Yf Sir, that ther« is not a Man ajnong them who 
knows what he h doing, who has not forefeen a Rupture, 

J thefe two or three Vrars back, and uken Oine to provide for 
I the worft. As to our Merchants reliding In Spain, Sir, can 
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Aaiift IT c<*, II. any Gentleman imagine that when they faw how our Mer* 
'^ ' chants and Saibrs, who in Confequencc of the Treaty of Se- 

ville apply'd to the Court of Madrid for Redrefs,were treated 
at that Court, they would have expofed their Effefts upon Pre- 
furaption that no Rupture would enfue ? It is now. Sir* 
fome Time fince we entered upon the Affairs betwixt Spain 
and us i and I dare fay, as foon as it was but whifper*d in 
Spain, that the Parfiament ai England had refolved to look 
into the Complaints of our Merchants, there is not a Man 
there, who had any Effeds that were not fecured before, who 
has not taken Care to fecure them fince. If any negle&ed 
to do this, we may conclude that they arc Spani;t.rds| that h, 
they are naturalized there, and don*t intend to return, 

* The other Ohjedion thai Gentlemen fcem to have to 
this Bill, is, that if we fliould, after a Declaration of War, 
attack any of the Spaniih Ships which have the Treafures on 
bo^rd, we ihall violate the Treaties fubftfting betwixt us and 
our Allies. It ia very true. Sir, that the French, the Dutch, 
and fcveral Nations in Europe, have a good deal of Property 
onbo-^rd the Spanift Plate- Heel; and perhaps, if we Ihould 
take it, it might do them a good deal of Damage. But 
thtn. Sir, it is as true that If we did take it, there is n» 
Nation in Europe that could fay, * You have injurM us/ 
There is no Nation I fay in Europe which could complain 
that we had broken our Faith, or our Treaties with them. 
T!)e Reafon of this, Sir, is very plain : All the Trade we, 
or any other Nation carry on wtth the Spaniih Settlements in 
America, is entirely collulive : It is no lefs certain, that all 
the property which we have in the Plate- Fleet, is regiftered 
in Spanifh Names i and therefore, no other Nation befides 
the Spaniards themfelves, can claim a Shilling's Worth of it. 
This is pofitively ftipulatcd by Treaties ; fo that, if in cafe of a 
War, the Spiinilh Plate Fleet were to fall into our HanJs, 
neither the French nor the Dutch could come lo us, and fay j 

* Thefc Goods, or that Money, is ours ; and you break the 
' Law of Nations, yon break your Treaties wjth us, if 

* you lh<in pretend to detain them/ Should any Nation, 
Sir, talk to ns in that Manner, we might fairly put thenn to 
Defiance to prove their Property : I am fure they could not 
do it by any Thing, that fliould appear in the Hands of the 
Mailers or Sailors, or Owners of the Ships taken j hecaufe, 
it is Death, by the Laws of Spain, for them to take schil- 
ling's Worth of Effefts on board, belonging to the Subjeils 
of any other Crown, or State befides Spain, Therefore, 
Sir, no Nation could prove their Property in the Plate Fleet ; 
and tho* they could, yet we could have no Reafon to regard 
their Claim, fince It mull be founded upon a Breach of 
Treaties, among aim oft all the Powers in Europe, 
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Colonel Bladen fboke next : **» n ««. it 

'■ There is no Mannerof Doubtjfaut that every Things which coIwhI sbdot. 
he Honourable Gentjeman vvbo fpoke laft faid, is true: 
But yet, it is a Matter highly worthy of this Houfe to con- 
fjitier, whether we ought at prefent, by obftmatejy adhering 
t the Words of Treaties, which I will venture to fay no 
*fation has ever yet done in this Cafe, to make all the Rcff 
of Europe our Enemies. The Benefits which this Nation, 
parcicular^ receives from that coUu five Trade mentioned 
by the honourable Gentleman, is fo great, that the Par- 
iiameat of Great*Britain has always very cautioufly avoided 
doing any Tiling, that might in the lesft affe^ it The 
Spaniards, on the other Hand, for very good Reafons, have 
ilways winkM at our carrying on that Commerce : They find 
Ihat they are obliged to have rccourfe co the European 
^ationft, for many Commoditiea, without which they can- 
Dt fubfift. Thus a mutual Conveniency begets a mutual 
onnivance, and this Houfe was fo fenfible of the great Ad- 
antages which arofe to the Nation in the laft War, from the 
commerce with the Spanifti Settlements in AmcricBj that in 
^hat very Ad; which has been fa often mentioned by Gencle- 
nen, there is an exprefs Claufe, by which certain Limits, 
ear the Mouth of the Rio de la Hacha, are excepted, by de- 
' daring, that no Ships of the Enemy tiiken within thefe Li- 
mits ought to be looked upon as lawfiil Prize. What was 
the Reafon, Sir, of this Exception, but bccaufe the Go- 
vernment was very fenJible of th^ Sweets of fuch a Com- 
tierce I For that Reafon, they thought it improper to dif- 
ourage it evert in Time of War: And ia onder to cncou- 
agc it they inferted that Ciaufe- The Reafon, Sir, why 
he Riode b Hacha is more panicularly excepted, is becaufe 
" the great Trade which we carried on there; and the 
frauds pradlifed by our Merchants and Seamen in that 
Trade. When an Englilh Ship came upon the Qoaft, the 
Spaniards immediately put ofF their Boats to enquire, what 
Commodities flie had on board: As foon as they learned, 
they returned to bring Money or Effefts to purchafe our Com- 
modities : Imhe mean Time the Englilh gave the Wiiteh* 
.word to feme other of their own Ships lying on the fame 
~ aft, or perhaps mann'd out their own Boat, and ordered it 
lie at fome Diftance, when the Spaniards Ihould return. 
Dme Time after the Spaniards retum'd, and commonly 
light what they wanted at a very dear Rate, paying down 
ady Money, orEffifits which would bring Money; But 
bey no fooncr put off from our Ships, than our People, who 
jccre ready waiting, immediately clappM on board them, 
Dd ilfipp'd them of every Thing, Tbuj one Girgpe 
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was fold perliaps half a Down Times over: Thefe 
Praftiees gave the Spanlarda fuch Pifguft, that they re- 
fufed upon any Terms to deal with us; and the Parllamenc 
was fo very fenfible of the Damage, which this Shyncfs and 
D'ftruft did to the Trade of tJie Nation, that the Claufe 
I jnentioned waa infei ted. 

• I Have been the more full upon this ParticaUr, Sir, bc- 
eaufeGeiitlemen, perhaps, are not fuffidently aware of the 
great Confequeoce, which this Trade is of to, this Nation. 
At the fame Time, Sir, I own that as the honourable Gen- 
tleman who fpokc laft faid, the Trade is colltifive, *. c. 
i: k agtiinft the Letter of the Treaties fobfiding betwixt us 
and Sp^in. But then, it k fuch a Colluiionr as thisHonfe 
has thought to be highly in our Favour. Therefore, Sir, 
I think Gentlemen ought upon this Occafion to coniider how 
proper it is to pafs a Bill, that may alarm the Spaniards fo 
much, even tho* no Rupture Ihould enfue, that it may put 
an Knd to all Manner of Commerce. But there is. Sir, 
another Part of the Bill, which greatly deferves the Atten- 
tion of thi& Houie, and that is with regard to the Claufe ia 
this Bill, by which his Majefty may grant Commiflions or 
Charters to any Perfons or Societies, to fei^e upon, take, and 
CHJoy as their ovwn Property any Lands, Fortifications, or 
Harbours belonging to the Enemy, This, Sir, is a Claufe 
that all the Nations in Europe, fhould it be pafs'd in thia 
Houfe, may think themfelves bound to oppofc. 

' I know, Sir, it will be faid that fuch a Claufe 
pafljcd in the Aft of the 6th of Queen Anne ; but give me 
Leave to obferve, that there is a very great Alteration with, 
regard to the Footing we are now upon with Spain, frotn 
what we were upon at the Time when that Law pafTed.Thij 
Claufe at that Time was liable to no Exceptions front any- 
preceding Treaties. The only two Treaties we then had 
with Spain, which a Claufe of this Kind could any w&y 
affedt, were thofe in the Years 1667 and 1670, and there 
is no Pfovifion in any of thefe Treaties, that could make 
the Parliament of England afraid of paffing an A&. with 
fuch a Claufe in it. Nay, Sir, this Claufe was no new Thing 
at that Time ;, for a Foundation had been laid for it by one 
of the Articles of the lail grand Alliance, which was en- 
tered into by King William ; by which all the Places, which 
this Nation could conquer from theCrown of Spain in the Well- 
Indies, were to be annex'd to the Crown of England.This Article 
was a proper Foundation for this Claufe in the A&. of the 
6th of Qiiaen Anne, for encouraging our Trade to America s 
bat, give me Leave, Sir, to remarlc that ac that Time, all 
the Spanifti Weft-Indies was in the Hands of the French^ 
and this Nation uodeiitood, that the French Kiog never 
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rouH have been able to hold out as he did^ ih the long War A"^" " ^'^' 
betwixt the Confedcmt« and him, if it had not been for *^* " 

the Treafures he brought from thence. Therefore, neither 
the Dutch, the Emperor, nor any of our Allie«f» were 
jealous of our doing a Thing thit might diitrefs the common 
Enemy in fo tender a Point, ^ 

• But how does the Cafe now ftand ? Why, Sir, by the 
Treaty of Utrecht, particular Care is taken that no Part of 
the SpAnifh Dominions ihall be alienated; and all the con- 
trading Powers in the Grand- Alliance are Guarantees 
for the Obfervance of this Article, Give me leave, for the 
more fall Conviction of Gentlemen upon this Head, to read 
the Articles of the Treaty of Utrecht betwixt us and Spain^ 
which regard this Stipulation. 

* By the 8th Article it is cxprefly ftlpulated, * That 

* neither the Catholick King, nor any of his Heirs or Suc- 
' cefibrs wh^tfoevcr, fliall fell, yieJdj pawn, transfer, or by 

* any Means, or under any Name, alienate from them, 

* and the Crown of Spain, to the French » or to any 

* other Nation whatever, any Lands, Dominions, or Tcr- 
■ ritories, or any Part thereof, belonging to Spain, in 

* America. On the contrary, that the Spanilh Dominions 

* in the Weft-Indies may be preferved whole and entire 

* the Queen of Great -Britain engages^ that^ ftie will en- 

* dcavour» and give AfGftance to the Spaniards, that theau" 

* tient Limits of their Dominions in the Weil Indies be 

* reflored, and fettled as they flood in the Time of the above 

* faid Catholick King, Charles II i if it fhall appear that they 

* have in any Manner, or under any Pretence, been broken 

* into, or Icllened in any Part, fince the Death of the 

* aforefaid King Charles II,* Which Article is confirmed 
and enforced, by the firft feparate Article of the fame Treaty 
in thefc Words. * It is further agreed by this feparate Ar- 

* tide, which Ihall be of the iamc Force, as if it was 

* infcrted Word for Word in the Treaty, this Day conclu- 

* ded between their Royal Majcfties, that fince his Royal 

* Catholick Majefty is fteadfaftly refolvcd, and does 

* folemnly promife by thefc Prefents, that he will 

* not confent to any further Alienation of Countries, 

* Provinces, or Lands of any Sort, or wherever fitu- 

* ated belonging to the Crown of Spain ; hcrRoyr.lMa- 

* Jefty of Great-Britain docs lifcewife reciprocally promife, 
' that flic will perfifi in thofe Meafures and Councils, by 

* which ihc has pnivided arxd taken care, that none of the 

* Parties in War ihall require or obtain of his Catholick 
' Majefly, that any further Part of the Spanifh Monarchy 
' be torn fr«m it ; but that any new Demand of that Kind 
' being made, vid the ianw tcfufed by his CathoUck Majefty , 
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* her Royal Majefty of Great-Britain will ufe her Endea- 

* vours, that fuch Demands (hall be receded from.* 

* Having read thefe Articles, Sir, I ihall fubmit it to the 
Houfe, how proper it would be for this Houfe to pafs a BilV 
before any War is declared betwixt us and Spain, for de- 
ftroying the whole Intention of thefe Articles, eipedally ' 
before we know how the other Powers of Europe are afiec- 
ted. Gentlemen ought to conilder, how thofe Power* 
we cxpeft to be our Allies, ftiould we go into a War with 
Spain, will look upon a Step which has a direft Tendency to 
deftroy one of the principal Articles of the Treaty of U- 
trccth. Therefore, Sir, however nccefliiry this Bill may be 
after a War is declared with Spain, I cannot think that at 
prefent it would be either wife, or expedient for this Houfe 
to pafs it at prefent.* 

The Right honourable the Lord Polwarth fpoke next, ia 
Subfiance as follows : 
Sir, , 

* I am wfcnfible as any Gentleman in this Houfe can be 
of the great Advantage, that our Trade with the Spaniards 
in America has brought to this Nation : But, I can by no Man- 
ner of Means fee how the honourable Gentleman who fpoke 
lad, can apply it to this Bill. We are now deliberating 
whether this Bill ought to be paffed, in order to convince 
the Spaniards, and all Europe that we are refolved no longer 
to bear their Infults and Injuries. Upon what Pretence, Sir, 
were thefe Infults and Injuries committed ? Why upon that 
very Fa6k which the honourable Gentleman has mentioned, 
as a great Advantage to this Nationj I mean our Merchants 
carrying on an illicit Trade with the Spaniards in America. 
Yet, Sir, I fee fome Gentlemen here who have juftified the 
Spaniards, in all their Cruelties, in <all their Infolence, 
upon this very Principle, that the Subjects of Great-Britain 
deferved fuch Ufage, becaufe they were concerned in that 
Trade. I (hall however leave thefe Points to be reconciled 
among the honourable Gentlemen's Friends ; but beg Leave 
to take Notice of one or two Things that.were thrown out. 

< The honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft, faid ^t 
io oUr Trade upon the Coaft of New Spain mutual Gonve- 
niency had begot a mutual Connivance ; and. Sir, will it 
not alv-ays do fo, whether we are at War with Spain or 
not ? The Trade betwixt us and New Spain, is juft as much 
prohibited by Treaties in Time of Peace, as in Time of 
War ; fo that our paiSing this Bill, won*t make the Spaniards 
a Bit more fhy in trading with us than they were before. 
For if no War follow.", upon our paffmg it, then the Bill has 
no ESc&. I and if a War fhould follow, then th^y are in 
•the very fame Danger a£ if this Bill had not pafs*d. For 
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t^eir SKips and stl tkeir Effe^s become lawful Prize to his 
Majeily and the Captors-; fo that it can be of no Manner 
of Confcquence to Spain, whether we p-ifs this Bill or not, 
^11 the Coofeqencci regard our own Seamen i and the Con- 
fideration that ought K) determine this Houfe, is that it will 
encourage our Seamen to enter immediarely into his Ma*- 
jefty's Service; and it will likewife encourage priviite Adven- 
turers to fend out Privateers as foon as War is declared or 
Hoftiliues begun. Both which mufl be a greater Advan- 
tage at the Coram encement of a War, thap they c.>n be after 
the War has been for foine Time carried on, becaufe our 
Enemies will then be more upon their Guard, and better 
able to repel an Attack, than chey can be iuppofed to be 
at the Begirming of a Rupture, fly encouraging our Sea- 
men to enter voluntarily into his Mujeily's Service, we jhall 
not only put it into the Power of our Government, toiit 
out a powerful Squadron in a few Weeks, perhaps In a few 
Days after tli£y have refolved to b?gin Hollilities,, or to de- 
clare Wafi but we (hallalfo In a greaiMeafure prevent our being 
obliged to have Kecourfe to that deilrutlive Method of Piel- 
fing, which is fo inconfillent with our ConlHtution^ fo hurt- 
ful to oar Trade, and fo oppreflive upon our Seamen, who 
are, I may fay, the raoft ufcful Part of our People, 
Mr, Pulteney, 

* This Bill, Sir, is in every Part fo evidently calculated for ^^i- PuHenf? 
the Ends propofed by it, that I am greatly furpri zed that 
the honourable Gentleman who firft fpoke again ft ir, and 
who, by his fingle Difapprobation, has raifed all iheOppo- 
fitlon it has met with, can fee the Claufes he obje£ls to in fo 
difadvantageous a Light. I am pcrfuaded, if Gentlcflien 
bad ferioufly Teflededon the Defsgnand natural Confcquences 
of ftich a BilJ, they would have fparetl their Objedicm. 
7'he principal End, Sir, propofed by it, is to prevent a 
War^ and the Way to o'btain this End, is by a publick Adt 
of the Lcgiflflture to make it known to all the World, that 
we have raifed the Ardour, and encouraged the Hopes of 
our Seamen ; that we have animated all our Fellow Subjedb 
{in cafe a Peace is refufcd) to diilrefs the Enemy by fciatng 
their Wealth and Pofleflions, and confcquently 'diminishing 
tlieir Power. All the Arguments therefore brought agn^ind 
liic Bill oo ihe Suppnficion thit it will tend to plunge us into 
a War, arc drawn from wrong Conclufions, Initead, Sir, 
of precipitating us into a War, this Bill muft haAcn on a 
Ptacc. By it we are aflllHng the Miniilry ; we ,-\re Itrcngthening 
their Hands ;we arc giving Weight to their Negociations i we 
fire letting Spain fee that we are in earneil to fecure our 
Kights by a fafe and honourable Peace, or to vindicate them 
by a vigorous War. In a World, Sir, if the warmeA Friend 
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*^ llS^ '■''* ^^ ^ Miniftiy, — if the honourable Gentleman Klmfelf, 
had been forming Meafores to procure a Peace, theycoald 
not have thought on a more ready and a more efFeftual Expe- 
dient than this Bill. 

' But, Sir, before I proceed to anfwer the Objections thai 
have been thrown out on thii Ocoftoti, I muft beg^Leave to 
remark, that ever fince I had the Honoar to fit in thisHoufe, 
I never faw Gentlemen fo negligent of Parliamentary Duty, 
as I have obferved with regard to iheir Froceding upon this 
Bill. It 15 alwiiys the Curtoni to confider a Bill when it 
cornea into a Cotimiittee, and if the Objeftiona that lie againft 
it, are too weighty to be got over, the Bill is then thrown 
outj and the Hoafe has no further Trouble ; but if the Ob- 
je£lion3 are of fuch a Nature, as to be remov'd by making 
Amendments to the Bill, Jt is our Duty, Sir, to lay 
thefe Objeilionfl before the Houfe in the Committee, that 
the proper Alterations may be made. If no further Objec- 
tions are made when the Bill and Amendments are reported, 
it has always been looVd upon as having theSenre of the 
Houfe for it, aivd receiving a tacit Approbation. The chief 
Objedtion, SJr, made to this Bill, (and indeed it is tJie only 
Obje£tion of any Weight I have yet heard againft it) was, 
that as at firfl: intended, it * did not give our Allies 
a fafhcient Time for withdrawing theirEffeds out of the 
Spanilh Ships: But fo unwilling. Sir, were the Friends of 
this Bill to leave the leaft OblUde to a Meafure, which in 
their Apprehenfion was not only proper but neceflary, that 
in the Committee they remov'd thatObjedion,(tho* I do think 
it wa* very ill founded,) by making the Term from which this 
Bill is to take place, to be two Months after the commence- 
mencement of Hoftilides, or the Declaration of War. This 
being done, it mi^ht be prefunied, to the SatisiaSion of th© 
Obje(5tors, only one flight Negative being given to the Report 
from the Committee, the ftrenuous Oppofition ftiH made, is 
the more unexpected in this Houfe, becaufe the Bill now can 
neither wound the Honour, nor afledt the Intcrcft, of our 
Allies, thofe favourite Topics fo warmly infilled on anj 
eipoufed by the honourable Gentleman. 

• Having faid this by the way, Sir, I fhall now beg Leave 
10 oonfidcr the Weight of thofe Objections, which, in 
the honourable Gentleman's Opinion, and that of the 
Gentlemen who have fpoke on his Side, lie againft the 
Bill i and when I have anfwered thefe^ as I hope I ihall 
he fully able to do, J make no doubt but the honour* 
able Gentleman will keep his Word, and be open to Cbn- 
ri^on. I hope I maybe indulged If I fliall repeat fbme Part 
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ef what has bceo already taken notice qf ; efpecially lince *an«y 5»' 't 
I fee many Gentlemen here who were abfent when the Bill i ^•^Ir^j 
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was in the Comraittee, and who poffibly may not be fully 
inferm'd of what then pafled. It is nataral. Sir, for every 
IWan to wJfH another of the fame Senuments with himfelfj 
and as I cannot concur with the honounible Gentlemen m 
their Opinion, I fhall endeavour to convince them of the 
Reafonablencfs of nnine. 

' 1 beg Leave to obferve in the fij'Jl Place, that the hon- 
curable Gentleman, in this whole AflFair, has fhtwn a great 
Tealoufy for the Honoar of Spain : But, in the mean cime, 
has he not been too forgetful of the Honour of Britain f He 
has taken It for granted that we are now at Peace with 
&pain : He and his Friends have all along reafoned upon 
this Soppofition; they have drawn Consequences from it, and 
upon this Suppofition, thejr have grounded their Negatives 
CO the Bill But, Sir, give me Leave to fay, that the War 
has been long begun ; that many Blows have been received, 
which it is now Tijne to return. We have, Sir, to a me- 
lancholy Degree of Ortainty, heard how the moft ufeful 
Body in the Nation has not only been infulted, plundered^ 
and imprifoncd, but tt»rtured and maimed in cold Blood. 
Oatrages ? not tobejuftified in the Heat of War, and which 
the Law of Nations will not allow Enemies to pradliic on 
one another. But, Sir, we have not heard of any Satisfac- 
tion offered on the Part of Spain s we have not heard 
of that Court's difowning the Proceedings of any one of their 
Governors ; we have not heard of their altering that unjuft, 
partial, and barbarous Method of Tryal in Spain, by which 
our Countrymen^ who fall into their Hands, are deprived 
of all Means of making their Defence. We have not yet 
heard of any of thefe Governors being called to Account for 
thofe oppretBve and cruel Meafujps ; but, on the contrary, 
we have feen their Cruelties recommend them to Favour, 
and their Infolence iticouraged by Rewards. This, Sir, give 
roe Leave to fay, is a dire^ Proof of the Approbation of the 
Spnilh Court. The Praaice is confident enough with her 
prefent Maxims, with her Claim of fearching our Ships, 
and her ufurp'd Authority in the American Seas. The 
Manner, Sir, io which they treat the Erltifh Subjcfts, 
who have been reduced to the Neceflity of waiting 
their Decifions, is as barbarous as their Pretexts arc un- 
juft. The firft Thing that is done after their Perfons are 
imprifoned, is to fequefter their Effefts, and deftroy their 
Papers. Thus they arc at once depriv'd of all PoiTibility of 
making any Defence, even fuppofe they were to plead be- 
fore an indifferent Judge : But it is not hard to guef^ what 
muft be ih^lr fate in a Queftion of Property, where the 
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thefe Matters of Faft : The Houfc has already heard, from 
die Moythsofthe unhappy Suflferers tbemfelvcs, thn melan- 
choly Accounts of their Treatment. Thefe Accounts made* 
Sir» (I was pleafed to fee it) a fuitabk Impreflifln upon the 
Mind of every Gentleman who heard them ; and I dare fay, 
are iliU ib frelh in his Imagmation, that the Idea need not 
be revived. The Reafon, Sir, why I have touched upon 
them at all, is. to prove what I have already advanced i that 
Spain has long been in s. State of a War with us ; thougli 
Gentlemen have chiefly infifted upon the Injuftice of attacking 
her in the Time of P&ice. But, Sir, if this be Peace, I would 
gladly know what is Hoftility * Have we not lived, Sir, to 
fee the Spaniards infuh us In the very Seas of which we call 
ourfelves Maftcrs ? Have we not lived to fee the Subje^is of 
Britain made Slaves by a People of whom they were once the 
Terror ? Have we not liv*d to fee the Britifli Flag» once a 
Proteftion to our Merchants^ become to Foreigners an Ob- 
]e6; of Scorn, a.nd to our Fellow Subjeds DeitTuflion ? As 
thefe are Paftsbut too certain, can any one doubt but that Spain 
confide rs us as Enemie;: ■* Or can we deliberate a Moment what 
Meafures we are to take ? The hon. Gentleman was pleafed 
to exprefs fomeRefentmcnt aeaJnft falling in with popuIarMca- 
fares- For my Share, I think popular ftleafures are probably 
right Meafures, b«caufe their being popular proves them to 
be agreeable to the general Senfc of Mankind This, Sir* I 
think, is a jufl Way of tbrming a Judgment in Cafes {b 
plain as the prefent : For there js no Occafion, Sir, for a 
Man to be acquainted with Myfteries of State, or the Secrets 
of Government, in order to know that InjaHice is to be 
redreffed, and the Freedom of Commerce to be fe- 
cured . 

' I come now to exam*ine that Argument upon which 
the honourable Gentleman lays fo much Strefs j I mean. 
Sir, the Manner in which France would determine 
herfelf, fhould the prefent Bill pafs into a Law. The 
honourable Gentleman has been pleafed to tell us how, in 
his Opinion, France would reafon upon fuch a Step. But, 
Sir, the Affair appears tome with a quite different Face. 
It appears to me, that the Court of France would be far 
from hazarding the great Share of that Property fhe has in 
the Plate Ships, by taking the Part of Spain in this Quajrc! . 
She knows, or we ought to let her know, Sir, that wc have 
been barbaroufly and injurioufly ufed by the Spanlardt. 
She is too well informed of what fkaffes here, not to know 
that there is withoct Boors an unanimous Spirit of Refent- 
ment and Revenge. The prefent Bill, Sir, will let her fee 
tiiat this Houle is in the fame Ditpofition, She knows what 
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Refoltitidm both the Hoar« have already come to en tliJa **"' 
Head ; and as (he knows all this. Sir, can ic ever be fuppo* 
fed ihat (he wiilaft (o inconfiftcntly with her utiial Politick?, 
as to leave to War what fhe may obtain by Negociation ? She 
knows, Sir, chat her naval Force, even when joined with 
that of Spain, will ftiU be inferior to ours, provided 
that we exert our Force ; and this Bill Ihews her that 
we {hall exert it, What then will be her next Step ? Not a 
Declaration of War with this Nation; fuch a Proceed u re would 
neither be jull nor prudent. The wifeft and moft obvious 
Step flbe can take j* to apply to the Court of Spain. — * Yoa 
have wrong'd the Britifh Subjeftst fays ihe, you have inful- 
ted and pi under' d their Merchants, tiU the national Refent- 
Bient is now awakened ; all Parties and all Degrees of Men 
in that Country concur in the Refolution of taking a feverc 
Revenge, or obtaining an ample Satisfiiilion. You are 
lingiy no Match for Britain, nor is my Fleet in a Condition 
to affift you. But though it were otherwife, there is no Rea- 
fon that 1 Ibould put myfclf to Expences to fupport your In- 
juftke, or to fight your Qoarreh, My Property on board 
your Plate* Ship* h very large ; it runs a great Hazard, if 
once we fuffer a War to break out. I have no room to hope 
that after the War is over I ihall recover my Lofles, as iifual» 
by Negotiation. You know the Parliament of Britain has 
pafi'd a Bill, that put* it out of their own Power to rcAore 
Part of the Wealth that ftiail be taken by their Fleets. No- 
thJDg therefore remains, but that you give the Satisfaftion fo 
juftly required, and that Security for their future Commerce 
to which yoa are obliged by fo many Treaties-* — This, 
Sir, 1 think, and not what Gentlemen have fuggefted, wJU 
be the Language of France, if we pafs this Bill- And, Sir, 
as 1 obferv'd betoire,it is impoflible to contrive any Bill that can 
Jltengthen the Hands of our Miniilera more, or give a greater 
Weight to their Negociations. Kings, Sir, I believe, when 
they are rightly informed^ are as honell as other Men, and 
can make as true a Judgment of their own Interell. France 
will find it for her Advantage to lay before the Court of 
Spain the true State of the DifiieTcnces betwixt us. She will 
leU him plainly, how we have been wronged ; ilie will tell 
him, that our Demands of Saiisfadiion are fupported by Tuf- 
lice; and that his own Intereft requires aCompHance ; hnce 
a Refufal mud involve him in aWar^ to which he is not c- 
qttal, and for which he is unprepared. Can we imrigine that 
the Court of Madrid would be deaf to fuch Arguments at 
thefc-^ Or can we fugged to ourfelves any one Advantage 
that Miniftry can expedl to obtain, by expofijig their Coun- 
try to a War in defence of unjuftifiabie Meaiures ? Thu!^, 
iJir, France will indeed btcomc a Party in this Quarrel j biit 

if 







r 



(3*0 

if (he r^vtlates her Candud: by Jdlice* Policy, or commoa 
Senfe, me will not declare for Spain i nor can the Faffing 
this Bill have the Effcd apprehended by the honourable 
Gentleman, ' 

* Butt, Sir, fetdng aJide all thefe Confiderations, we fliall 
fappofe that France is aUroluteJy refolved, at all Events, to 
fupport Spain, We ihall fuppofe that Spain is obfti- 
nate in her Rcfufal to do ttsjufticej that flie is deter- 
mined to infill upon her Right to icarch our ShipSj 
and to detain the Effeds of our plundered Merchant? : 
In ihort. Sir, we flull fuppofe that the Court of France 
{ee& this Aflair in the very Light that the honourable Geti^ 
tieman has mcQtioned. But is not thi^ a fatal, is it not An 
eternal Argument againft refenting any future Injuries from 
Spain, where the Court of France Ihall pleafe to interpofe ? 
This Argument, Sir» will hold equally good at all Times j 
and I ihould be obliged to any Gentleman who could jnention 
a Cale, in which, if any Power of Europe fhould diSkr with. 
us, the Court of France might not equally oblige us to re- 
cede from our Rights. I ftiall readily grant. Sir, a DiiFe- 
jence may poflibly arife betwixt us and other Powers, and 
that it may be the Intereft of France to Hand neuter till we 
have fufficientJy wcakcn'done another. But give me Leave 
to fay* Sir, that if we reafon from the Topics the honoura- 
blc Gentleman was picafed to make ufe of, this can never 
be the Cafe with re(pci£l to Spain, becaufe there never can 
be a Time in which Spain will not have the fame Pj^perty 
in the Plate-Ships as {he has at prefent: And confequently their 
can be no Time in which we fhall be able to redrefs ourfrlves 
without her Leave, I appeal to every Gentleman that heari 
me, if this be not the natural Confcquence of this Ailment. 
Had the honourable Gentleman carried it as far as it would 
go, he would have Cold us in direct Terms, * Your Seamen 
are to be inflavedj, your Merchants plundered, and your 
Trade ruined, becaufe if you take one Step to prevent ic, 
France will interpofe. You have indeed fine PoiTeflions in 
America ; you have an extenfive Commerce^ and flourifli- 
ing Colonies, which may contribute greatly to the Richer 
of this Country, if France pleafes to permit it. You have 
received the moft infamous Treatment, and the Honour of 
your Country has been wounded by a long Trad of Injuries 
and Infults ; there is now a fair Opportunity put into your 
Hands of being revenged. Yes, you may, if France pleafes : 
In fhort, if ihe pieafe not to interpofe in favour of $pain„ 
you may be lecure againft all future Interruptions of your 
Commerce.** This is a Doftrine, Sir, which I never hope 
to hear publickJy avowed in this Houfe ; and what In- 
fluence* it may have ia other Places, I ihiU never wiftfc 
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tour Maxitn to command JuJlice where we are denied in 
We have no Need of Allies to enable us to do this ; the Sto- 
ty of Jenkins will raife Voluniiers. We have already ena- 
bled hia Majelly, if War becomes neceflary, to profecute 
it with Vigour; and if Peace fhall be mcure eligible, our 
pafling the prcfent Bill is the re<idieft Way for us 
to procure one that will be fafe, lalling, and honoura- 
ble, 

' Give me Leave, Sir, to obferve, befides the Confidera- 
tion I have already mentioned, one Advantage that mull ac- 
pme to the Nation by our paiTing the preJent Bill . Any 
Man who takes a View of our Conduft for Jbme Years palY, 
tan never be at a Lofs to dUcover by what Means our Neigh- 
boars have made fuch a Progrefs in the Art of Navigation. 
He will eafijy fee that it was owing to the niany Difappoim- 
inents which our Sailors received by the Fluftuation of our 
Councils at Home, Fleets were equipp'd here at great Ex- 
pences, a vail Paradfe was made^ and our Sailors Hopes of 
fenriching themfelves, by what they Ihould take from the 
Enemies of their Country^ we wound up to the higbell Pitch : 
There h no Wonder, Sir, if, when thcfe Hopes were difap- 
pointedjtliey entered into the Service of other Countries, where 
the Encouragement that foreign Princes wifely give them iltll 
detains them. Ourpafling this Bill is, perhaps^ the only Way 
of recovering them to our Service, They will now fee that we 
tiefign more than en empty Show, or mock Expedition, that 
bur Refolutions of Vengeance are iix'd, and that it k 
iiow out of the Power ot any Miniller to defeat their Ex- 
_^ ':ations. This, Sir, will give them new Spirits, it will 
itcvive their Love for their Country ^ and they will fay to 
■fene another, in their plain and honcft Language^ * We now 

* fee that our great Men at Home are in earnell ; they hav« 

* pa fled a Bill that will give us an Opportunity to repay our- 

* felvcfj with Advantage, for tht many Loffes and Infults 

* wc have received from the Spaniards; and for the many 

* Difappointments we have met with at Home, Let us 

* now return to the Service of otir Country : Let m lay 

* hold of this Opportunity of making ourfelves rich at the 

* Expence of the natural Enemies of us and our Nation. For 
"^ my Part, fays one, I never would hate entered into any 

* other Scrvicfe, had I not met with fo many Difappoint- 

* tncnts in Britain j and fioce Things are fo and Jo, I jlhall 

* chufe rather to ferve there than any where elfe.' — Thai, 
Sir, our paiTing the prefent Bill is a neceflkry Step for us td 
take, in order to recover our indullrious Seamen from foreign 
into his Majefty's Service. This feems the only Expedient 
by which this important End can probably be obtained. 

V^t. Y. ILt Thereb)^, 




Thereby, Sif, we Hiall gain a double Advantage ; \i 
deprive oar Neighbours of the Means that have enabled 
them fo long to rival m in our Trade and Navigation ; 
and wc fhall increafc the naval, that ia, the real Force of 
this Ifland t In (hort. Sir, were this Bill to anfwer no other 
End befid^ re-iiifpiring our brave Sailors with a Confidence 
in thofe who have the Direaion of our Affairs, I think that 
(ingle Confideratian ought to outweigh any petty Obje&ionsi 
which however will vanifti of themfelves, becaufe. Sir, white 
his Miijefty is poffciTed of the Hearts of the Sailors^ he will 
be able to maintain both the Dignity of his Crown, and Free^ 
dom of Commerce to his Subjects. 

* The honourable Gentleman, Sir, who fits near me, ha« 
exprefl'ed htmfelf with great Tendernefs and Regard towards 
our Merchants: I wijh, Str, they may find hiro, and every 
Gentleman who has the Honour to atT; in the Adminiitra- 
tion, their Friends. I aai fure they deferve all the Friend- 
fliip the Miniilry can ihew, and all the Encouragement and 
Protc^ion the Legiflaiore can give. I beg leave to fay. Sir, 
it is owing to the Commerce they carry on, that under a 
Load of unnumbered Taxes, and amidlTt all the Difcourage- 
ments of Indultry, we are yet able to fupply the Exigenciea 
of Government, that we are yet able to preferve the Remains 
of that Inilucnce which this Crown had onceover the Coun- 
cilsof the reft of Europe, and that we can yet fay that there 
is one Body of Men amongll us independant. But, Sir» hov/ 
long can our Merchants preferve that Independency, if their 
Rights arc not duly and vigoroufly maintained by that Go- 
vernment to the Support of which they fo largely contri- 
bute ? If they are left naked and defencelefe by thofe who 
ought to be the Guardians of our Commerce, they muft of 
Neccffity become the Prey of every petty State, I need not 
call indillant Fad^s, or recur to Hiftory for this melancholy 
Troth. I am afraid all the late Infults offered them Abroad* 
are the Confequences of a vifible Ncgleft of their Intereft 
at Home. And from what has been, we mayeafily collect 
what will be the Confequence of this Condufl : We have al- 
ready been infulted by our Enemies ; we (hall foon be de- 
fplfed by our Allies; we fliall be confidered as a Nation 
without Rights o»*i what is the fame, without Power to af- 
fertthem. This, Sir, rauft be our Fate, unlefs we vigo- 
roufly refent the Injuries of our Merchants, unlefs wc require 
and command n Reparation for their paft Sufferings, and a 
fufficieoE Security from future Infults j and unlefs^ by a Con- 
duce refolute, and worthy of the Britifh Name, we reftore 
our naval Flag to its antient Reputation. 

* Having mentioned the Britifti Flag, give me leave 
tofnyt Sir, that we ought not to fulFer our Neighbours to 
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djfpate that Point, either from their own Conftmaion* of *^j'/^**-| 
Treaties, from any former Precedents, at from any late pa- 
tifitk Forbearance. I believe. Sir, it is needleis for me to 
explain in this Place my Thoughts more fully on this tender 
Point ; every Gentleman who has beard of fomc late Tran- 
fa£tions mull know what I mean. All ilie Ufe I wouU 
make of it, is ta put Gentlemen in Mind, that by giving up 
the Honour of the Flag, we give up the Safety of our Com- 
. merce ; and, that by giving up our Commerce, we betray 
the Intereft of our Country. If the Infolencc of any of our 
Neighbours has encroahed upon the Honour of our Flag, 
either by calling tc in Quellion, or by any aftual Jnfults, it 
is our Duty to pafe this Bill^ that they may be convinced of 
our Refolution, notonly toafcert.un our Rights of Naviga- 
tfon in thefe Seas, but to vindicate iJic Honour of our Flag 
throughout the World, 

f 1 ftiall now examine the Confequences of the Arguments 
produced in Oppofition to this Bill. It is alledged, that if 
it paflb, the Wciilth of our Allies may be fetzed without a 
Pofiibily of making Rcftitutbn. Now, Sir, I ihall fuppofe 
a Thing that 1 believe no Gentleman can deny to be very 
probable ; If werefolve upon procuring to our Merchants a 
Reparation of their paft, and a Security again.Il future In- 
juries, we (hall be at laJft obliged to enter into a War. What 
Fart are we then to a^ ? Are we not to diflrefs Spain in 
every Branch of herCbmmerce ? And (hall we not moll diftrefi 
her by intercepting her Plate Ships, and feizing that Trea*- 
fure to which flie owes all her Power and all her Influence * 
That Influence by which we are awed, and that Power by 
which we arc opprefled ? But, Sir, according to fomc Gen - 
tlemen's Way ot reafoning, this cannot be done, For if w« 
take the Spanifh Plate-Fleet, wemuft refund to our Allies 
whatever belongs to them Now, Sir, I appeal to every 
Gentleman who has been a Commander of a Ship, or is con- 
vedknc In thefe Affairs, jf he would not be very cautious 
bow he attacks any Ship for whofe Cirgo he muil be ac> 
countable ? Do Gentlemen think it ci^fy for an Admiral of 
a Fleet, or a Captain of a Shlpj to reprefs the Ardour of 
their Men when flufhed with Succefa, and perhaps irritated 
by RefiJlance ? Will not Reafon, even without Experience, 
inform m, that no Authority, no Exaftnefs of Dildplinc, 
can hinder the Sailon from plundering or dellroylng ? The 
lie;it Step, Sir, to be taken, is not, as ufual, to adjudge 
thofe Captures to be bwful Prizes, but ooly fo much of ttic 
Cargo a& belongs lo our Enemies ; for our Allies, it feem?^ 
are to bring in their Claim upon us for the Remainder ; and 
they may perhaps be prevailed upon, without any great 
pijGf tllty, by SpaiCi so extend tlieir Claim to the whole 
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Ship, when perhaps Half is already difpofed of by the Sai- 
lors amongft themfelves, or to pay the Fees at a Prize Of- 
fice, 

• But, without fuppofmg any indire6t Confederacy between 
our Enemies and Allies, let us only remember that Tome 
Gentlemen haveaflerted, that not a Fifth, and others I be- 
lieve more rightly J that not a tenth Part of the Cargo of the 
Plate Shipe belongs to the Spaniards- Now I am informed^ 
by Gentlemen that are no Strangers to thefe Affairs, that it 
is impoffiWe for a Comiriander to prevent more than even a 
Fifth Part from being fecreted by cheir Crews. I think the 
Gentleman appealed to by my honourable Friend who fits 
near me, has told us, that himfelf was brought in a Debtoc, 
upon a Prize he took, «nd I am fure no Officer can pretend 
to more Authority and Wifdom than himfelf. Can we then 
ibppofe that an Oilicer will fo far facrifice his own Jnterefl to 
pablick Spirit, aa to attack the Plate Ships of Spain ? Majr 
we not more reafonably believe that he will avoid all Occa- 
fions of falling in with them, than that he will purchafe a 
barren Reputation by the Rujn of his Family I Should we 
go to War upon thefe ftlaxims, we fhould at leafl fet ail 
Nations an un heard- of Example of Temper and Forbear- 
ance ; fince, though v*e had the Wealth of Spain in our 
Power, the Seizure of which miifl render them Bankrupts, 
both amongft themfelves and to their Neighbours, we Chall 
regard it aa a Treafure facred and inviolable ; while they are 
at full Liberty to ruin our Trade, to diftrels our Colonies, to 
infulc our Flag, and to enllave our Fellow Subjefls. Will 
not thefe be the EffetSa of rejefting this Bill upon the 
Grounds which the honourable Gentleman and his Friends 
Jiave fuggefted i Have the hon, Geiiitleman and hia Friends 
propoled any Means to prevent them ? I am fure if they had. 
or if they yet fliall propofe any fuch Meafures, I am as ready 
to concur with them as any Gentleman in this Houfe. 

* Hitherto, Sir, I have reafbned upon the Suppofition of 
fhe French having a large Share and Property in tliefe Plate 
Ships. And I Ihall readily agree that it is greatly the Iii- 
tereft of their Merchants that thefe Ships may be unmokfled. 
But that they have a Property or a Share in them, though it 
may pafs very well among private Traders, is not a Lan- 
guage to be either ufed or underllood by treating Powers. 
We are, in a national Contra veriy, to allow of no Property 
or Shares but what are agreeable to the Treaties fubfiiling be- 
twixt our Cfown and the Crown of Spain, which hai ex- 
pre fly precluded the French from trading to the Spanilh Wcll- 
Jndies,i the Treaties betwixt our Crown and the Crown of 
t'Viiiice have no lefs precluded any fuch Trade. The lait 
Ciaufe of the fixth Article of the Treaty of Utrecht bJj^ds 
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up France from hereafter endeavouring to attain or to accept *""• J' g*** 
of any ether Ufe of Navigation or Trade, upon any Ac- 
count, to Spain, and the Spanifli Weft-Indies, other than 
what was praflifed there in the Reign of Charles II. or than 
what ftiall likcwife be fiilly given ard granted at the fame 
Time to other Nations and People concemed in Trade. And, 
Sir, the Words of the eighth Article of that Treaty, are fo 
full and cxprcfsf on this Head, that I ihall make no Apo- 
logy for reading them. 

* And whereas J among other Condi tfons of the general 

* Peace, it is by common Confent eftabliJhed as a chief and 
' fundamental Ride, that the Exercife of Navigation and 

* Commerce to the Spanilh Weft- Indies, fliould remain iq 
' the fame State it was in the Time of the aforefaid 

* Chariea IL. That therefore this Rule may hereafter be 

* obferved with inviolable Faith, and In a Manner never to 
' be broken^, and thereby all Caafes of Diftruft and Sufpicion, 

* concerning that Matter may be prevented and removed, 
■ it is efpccially agreed and concluded, that no Licence, nor 

* any Permiffion at ail, ftiail at any Time be given, either to 

* the French, or to any Nation whatever, in any Name, or 

* avder any Pretence, dircftly or indircftly, to fall to, 
' traBck in, or introduce Slaves, Goods, Merchandize, or 

* any Thing wbatfoever, into the Dominions fubjcft to the 

* Crown of Spain in America, except what may be agreed 

* by the Treaty or Treaties of Commerce aforeiaid, and the 

* Rights and Privileges granted in certain Conventions, com- 

* monly called the AlTiento for Negroes, whereof Mention 

* is made in the i zth Article.' 

* Tbefe are the Words of the Treaty ; and Words more 
exprds il^re cannot be. Now, Sir, there never was a 
Treaty betwixt Spain and any other Nation, by which Spain 
gave them a Right to import a fingle Piece of Eight in their 
own Names ; and to this Day every Piece that is Imported 
jn the Name of any other Merchants bcfides thofe of Spain, 
is by the Law of Spin cotiiircated to the King. This has 
been already very well fpokc to by an honourable Gentleman 
in this Debate, who is himfelf engaged in Trade. But, SIr» 
as the Alteration that has been made in the prefent Bill by the 
Committee, makes it impolEble for the French, or any 
Nation except Spain, to fufl«r by our Proceedings, becaufe 
they will have Time to withdraw their Efftfls ; I conceive 
the Force of the Argument againil this Bill, that is bu^lt 
npon the Prejudice which it may do, with regard to our 
Allies, falls to the Ground. This Conceffion, this Regard 
vrhich we have Ihewn for the Intereft of our Allies, muft, 
if they have cither Candour or Gratitude, make them fen- 
Cble how tender wc are of tbcir Intereft, and how unwilling 
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*inw^ii Ceo, II- tQ gj^e them any Provocation to become Parties in this Qj^r- 



rel. It will (hew chem that we have no other Defign in 
paffing this Bill, or in entering into a Wiir, than to aflert 
our Rights, and fecure our Commerce. At the fame Time, 
it gives them, as the Gentleman exprefled it, a fiiir Warning, 
and fliews them that wc are not to be intimidated from pur- 
fuingourjuH Rebutment, even tho' they Ihould obftinateljp 
negleft to withdraw their Effedls, or to continue to embark 
them in Spanilh VeiTels. Thefe are fome of the good Coa<- 
fequences that may perhaps attend the Amendment that has 
been made, tho* I think there was little Occafion fot it ; 
and I believe, I have now demonjlrated that we were not ob- 
liged in Jufticc to make any fuch Amendment, or to regard 
the Richea on board thcfe Ships as the Property of any 
People except Spaniards. 

* 1 {hall nextj Sir, confider what was fiiid by the bo* 
noutable Gentleman with regard to the Lofs that our Mer- 
chants moil faltain by infuring thefe Effe^, Every Gen- 
tleman, who is converfant in Trade, knows very well how 
great the Difference is betwixt infuring upon a Cargo, and 
iofaring upon a Bottom. As the Jniurance in thefe Cafe* 
with our Merchants, is upon Bottomry, and not upon 
Cargoes j if I am rightly informed, our Merchants Share', 
if the Plate Ships fhoald be fcized, would be very incorvfi- 
derable. As to the Difficulties in which our Merchants who 
trade to Spain might be involved by this Bill,they arc now pro- 
vided agatnft by the Ckufe inftrted by the Committee, which 
give* tliem an Opportunity of putting their Effefh out of the 
Rdch of the Spanifh Government; tho' I believe, even 
this Alteration was hardly neceffary, becaufe they muft» 
from the ConduO; of the Court of Spain, have long feen 
this Cloud gathering, and we muR fuppofe them Jolt in Stu- 
pidity, if they have not provided for die worft Nor can I 
Knd the leaft Reafon for imagining that a Difcovery of their 
Effedli will be acquired by Torture, becaufe a Proceeding 
fo entirely unheard *of, fo horrid in its Nature, and fo con* 
trary to the Law of Nations and of Arms, will fill the whole 
World with Refcntnient and Deteftation, and load the Au- 
thors with fuch a general and lafting Odium, a;; the Wealth 
they might hope to gain cannot countervail. But, Sir, be- 
caufe evL'iy Gentleman cannot be fuppofed to be a Judge of 
Commerce, or the particular Interefts of Merchants, I will 
propofe an Experiment, by which every one that pleafes, 
may convince himfelf of the Fitnefs of this Bill, Let any 
Gentleman walk thro* Wellminfter and London, and ask 
evtry Trader he iiiA) meet, his Opinion of a War with 
Spain, and of this Biil ; he will not find iix Men in the 
Nuuibcr that v^ill hot declare inf avour of both the one and t};e 
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©Atr. TMs, Sir, 1 believe many Gentlemen mtMsHoufe ^"j^^' 
will admit to be Fa&, and then what becomes of all the Ar- 
guments drawn from a Tendemefs for the Intereft of our 
Merchants ? Can we fuppofe that if they have fuch immenfc 
Sums at 3take as has been fuggefted, they woyid declare for 
the prefent Bill, had they not other Advantage in View* 
that will overbalance all the Lofs they can fullain by our 
Seizing the Plate Ships? of mud wt not fuppofe, what 13 
much more probable » that they have no fudi Sums at Stake^ 
and that they therefore are pleafcd with the Proipeil of a 
War that will repreis the Infoknceof their Opprcflbrs? 

* I cannot difmifs the Caufe of the Trader to Spain, 
without mentioning a Story, which, though I will not af- 
firm it to be true, feems too remarkaible to be fiipprefs'd. 
It is reported, Sir, that a Counter- Petition was fet on Foot, 
and promoted by fome in Power with their whole Inteieft, ani 
fttmoll Diligence. This Coanter- Petition, Sir, was to have 
been figned by the Merchants trading to Spain, in order to 
be prefented to this Houfe, fetting forth f&e Hardjhipi that 
the Pe ft timers miji fuff^r ^ a War m^itb Sj>ain. To procure 
Hands to this Petition no Arte were untryM, noThreatenings, 
no Promifes were omitted i yet could they not get above five 
or fix Merchants, and thoje I am informed were Roman 
Catholicks, tofign iti of no Figure in Trade Abroad, and of 
no IntereJl among our Merchants at Home. A Petition, 
Sir, fign'd by fo few and fo inconfiderable Perfons. againft 
Petitions from all Parts of the Nation, would only have 
drawn Contempt on thofc who promoted It, and was there- 
fore with equal Modelly and Prudence kid afide. 1 will 
not be anfwerable for the Truth of my Information ; and 
therefore if any Gentleman who hears me, thinks himfclf 
injured by fuch a Report, I hope I have obliged him by 
giving him an Opportunity of vindicating himfelf. But be 
chat aa it will, I may venture to aiiirm that a Counter- Pe- 
tition was let on Foot, but mifcarried for want of a Num- 
ber of Hands to give it the Face of a Petition fit to be pre- 
sented to this Houfe. This is enough to prove that all our 
Merchants trading to Spain, except a very defpj cable Num- 
ber, are for a War; fo that the Tendernefa of the honou- 
rable Gentleman, is a Tendemefs by which they will not 
chink themielves beneficed, nor own themfelves obliged. 

* But, fays the honourable Gentleman, the Power of 
making Peace or War lies in his Majc fly's Breaft. It is a 
Prerogative not to be wrcfted from him by Pcdtioas, however 
liniveriaJ, or by Arguments, however fpccious, 

* Sir, I know very well how far this Prerogative of the 
Crown extends, at leall how far it ought to extend, and how 
iafe fuch a Picrogative u with his prefentMajefty : But hope 
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**" inTB?' ^ ^* w^ **>* ^ impoted to Want of Confidence in his Majelly; 
if I affirm that even thift favourite Prerogative, this darling 
Power, that is ib warmly contended for, however reafonable 
it once was, may now be jultly difputed. la former Times, 
Sir, when our Kings made War, they did It at thcirjown Ex- 
pnce, they wfent to the Field at the Head of their own Te- 
nants i if any Advantage was gained, it was enjoyed by the 
Nation ; and if any I^fs was fiiftained, it was fuftained by 
the Sovereign. It wai then but reafonable to indulge the , 
Monarch in this Prerogative, becaufe he could only exercife 
it at his own Expeijce. But our Sovereigns now make " 
War at the E^cpetice of the Nation^ and hazard not their 
own Revenues, but the Fortunes, Interefts, and Commerces 
of their Subjeds j and therefore; Sir, it would feem but 
teafonable that the People fhould be allowed to judge a little 
for themfclves j that our Kings hearken to their Voice, ef- 
pectally when it is univerfal i when they are not inftuenceJ 
by the Arts of defigning Politicians, or heated by the Rage 
of Party. Never was Nation more unanimous than our 
People now are, in their Pemands of Satisfaflioa for 
the Injuries they have fo long borne from the Spaniards, 
There can be no Danger in complying with their Impor- 
tunities, fince there is no War, be it ever ib unfuc- 
cefsful, but is to be preferred to fuch a Peace, as can only 
ilatter us with a falfe Security, and expofe us more cflFeftually 
to a faithlefs Plunderer, 

* I ihalU Sir, but juft touch upon the fecohd Artide; 
by which Head- Money is granted to our Sailors; the Gentle- 
man has owned. Sir, that this is a very proper Meafure i 
that it is not enough for us to be barely juil, but that wd 
ought likewife to be generous^ if we would encourage Meii 
to endure Toils, and face Danger : He has indeed expreffed 
himfelf, on that Head, with great Candour* All the Re- 
mark I beg Leave to make is, that the Gentleman is rather 
for encouraging our Sailors, at our own Expence, than that 
of our Enemies, h 

* As to thcObjeflion againft vefting thePropertiesof Places|-H 
taken from the Enemies, in the Perfons of thofe who fhall 
be incorporated by his Majelly for that Purpofe ; I believe. 
Sir, we are at prefent in PoffclTion of feveral Places con- 

2uered from Spain, feveral Hands and Fortrefles of great 
bnfequcnce, which have not been reftored, tho' fome of 
them have been more than once demanded Sword in Hand. 
And I cannot fee what Ihould hinder us from fecuring our 
future Conquei1t5, as well as our pall. It is true, that if 
wc go about to beg or buy a Peace, the Effedb of Conquers 
in the Hands of private Perfons will very much embarrafs a 
Treaty : But if we intend Co command a Peace, and infill 
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Cn juftice, it can only be effcded by ftieWing that we are *'**^^J"' "' 

determined not to lofeany Advantage, that wc fliall gain by 

War. 

• I hope, Sir, wBaC I have now faid is fufficicGt to evince 
the Necc IT) ty oi this Bill. Former Parliaments, Sir, have 
thought ic proper to pafi fuch Bills ; it was then proper; it is 
now neeeflary. I am far from thinking that this Nation 
ought to be the Drawcanfir of Europe, to heap Debts upon 
Bebts, and rulh wantonly into War and Expences. But, 
Sir, I am afraid new Debts and new Wars will be the natural 
Confequence of fuch languid and fplritkfs Proceedings aa 
fome Gentlemen feem to favour. Every petty People, every 
Neil of Pirates, every Combination of encroacliing Trader^ 
will without Scruple plunder a Nation, thai iita down tamely 
under the groflefl. Inpuries, and, Inllead of pumfhing, carefl'cs 
the Robber. If this A£t Ihould not have the expcftcd In- 
fluence upon Spain, it will encourage our Seamenj and infpire 
our Fellow-Subjetls with a juft Qjnfidence in his Majefty 
and his Adminiftration, when they fee nominal Diflinftions 
and Party Quarrels loft in the noble Zeal for aflcrting the 
Rights of our Country, retrieving die Honour of our Naval 
Fbg, and repairing the LoflTes of our injured Merchants, 
Therefore, Sir, I give my hearty Concur rcnoe to this Bill.* 

Sir Robert Walpole thinking himfeif refie^d on^ took 
the Opportunity to offer this Juftification of himfeif. 
Sir, 

* I believe, it is owing to the Zeal the Gentleman who sir Rohen w»ipoi*. 
(poke laft has for the Honour of Britain, and to his Indig- 
nation againft the Infolence of the Spaniardsj th;it he forgot 
Ibme of his ufual Candour in Anting one or two Pointg. As 
they perfonally relate to myfelf, I fliall beg Leave to 
trouble the Houfe with a few Words on this Occafion. 

' And firft, Sir, I appeal to every Genciemim who haa 
heard what I have faid on this Subjeft from the firft Day it 
was brought into this Houfe» if I have dropp'd one Word 
that could be wnefted to the Meaning; imputed to me by the 
honourable Gen^tlemaji. Can any Gentleman colk^ from 
the ExpreiTions I us*d, that I was jealous of the Spanifli» 
but forgetful of the Britifli Honour > I dare appeal, Sir, to 
any Man who knows me in private Life, if he ever at any 
Time heard fuch an Infinuation fall from me. All I faid oa 
that Point was in order to prove, that it would be extrcniely 
improper for us to pafs this Bill, ttlt we fee the EiFt€t of 
his Majefty's htc Inftances at the Court of Spain, 

' The next Part of the honourable GemkmTin's Speech 

that perfonally relates to me, is what he added wich re 

card to an abortive Petition. The Gentleman faid, * he 

* wa? informed, it was reported, but that he would not be 
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is this a fair Way of reasoning in this HouiSe i To maks 
Infinuations have any Weight, they muil be founded on ac- 
knowledged Fads. But if thefe Fafts are mifreprefentcd, 
and aggravated with invidious Ctrcumflances ; if Sufpicions 
are Intangbd with Certainties, and Conjefhires worked up 
into Inve^ives i may not the moft innocent Behaviour coun- 
tenance the moft crwl and iin|iifl Refledions ? may not the 
deareft Integrity be impeached, and Reputations fporced 
away ? It is very true, that a certain Petition was defigned,and 
that De^gn was afterwards dropt So much,, Sir, and not one 
Word more of what has been aflerted on this Head, ia 
Truth. But, Sir, as I have been perfonally pointed out, I 
mull beg Leave to fet this Affair in a juft Light: It is acainft 
my Inclination that I touch upon it at all ; but I am forced fl 
to it, by the Kegard that every Man ought to have for B 
Truth, and for his own Chsrafter. 

' The Ddign of the Petition, which b invidioully called ^ 
a Counter-Petition, I will take upon me to affertj, was not ■ 
fet on Foot by any one concerned in the Adminiftration, as " 
the honourable Gentleman feems to infmuate. It was a 
Alearure begun and promoted by fome of the moH confidcr- 
able Merchants of the Kingdom, and, for aught I know,. 
Men as well af&fled to our cSnUiilucion both in Church and 
State, as any Gentleman in this Houfe. After they had con- 
certed the Scheme amongft themfelves, they came in a Body 
to defire my Advice ; which was, Sir, that they fliould 
proceed no farther in it. 1 told them, that I would not be 
concerned in any thing that would give the Spaniards the 
lea ft Reafon to imagine that the trading Intereil of Great 
Britain was divided in this AiFair, or that this Houfe would not 
be unanimous in its Zeal for procuring Juft and ample Satif- 
fa(5tion for the Injuries of our Countrymen, and the Obitruc- 
tionsof our Commerce. At the (ame Time I fiiewed them that 
they were acting Contrary to their own Interefts, and tliat they 
could hope for no other Favour from Spain than to be thelail 
whom fhe would ruin. Upon this, Sir, the Defign was 
dropped; and I believe this is known, by feveral prefent, to 
be the true State of the FaA, which the honourable Gen- 
tleman has been pkafed to reprefent as a Piece of Miniflerial 
Craft. How far the Arguments produced are conclufive, let 
the Houfe judge : For my Part, I do not forget my Ptomife 
of beingopen to Conviction; but £ muft feel the Force of 
an Argument before I acknowledge it, and perceive my Ob- 
jediona invalidated before I recede from them. I do not 
perceive that the Gentleman has added any Weight to his 
oifcn Reafon*, or taken away any from nunc, and therefoiv 
I am rtgainft the prefent QiJeftion. 

Thomas 
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Sir, 

The Importance oF the Queftion before sis, will juftify Mt, wionii 
the in faying fomethjng, though the Time will not allow 
me to fay much. 

* The prefent Bill I apprehend to be fuch, that we ihould, 
in paffing it, neither obferve our Treaties, nor conftilt our 
Incereft, Our Provocations have indeed been great, and 
many ; our Merchauta have met with barbarous Treat- 
ment t and that too has been author! fed, or at lealt connived 
at by fome of the Spanifh Governors ; nor (hall I pretend to 
lay that thefe Governors have been hitherto punifhed by the 
Court of Spain, But* Sir, neither the Court of Spain, nor 
we, till of late, were certainly informed of the Truth of our 
Merchants Allegations ; and while Fads are yet in Difpote, 
though Juftice may be delayed, it is not properly denied. 

* The convincing Proofs we have now received, are laid, 
by his Majerty's OjSer, before the Court of Spain ; let us 
wait for the Event of thefe Remonftrances, which perliapi 
may procure us all the Advantages we can hope for from a 
War^without the Hazard,the Blood, and the Expence. If thefe 
Remonitfancea are neglefted, what have weJoft ? We have 
Hill our Swords in our Hands, to command Juftice, if wc 
are denied it. We may then declare War, and profecute it 
with the utmoft Vigour ; the Delay will, 1 hope, give 
new Spirit to our Councils, becaufc it will giv« Juitice to our 
Caufe. 

* As the honourable Gentleman, Sir^ has been pleafed to 
quote an Article or two from the Treaty of Utrecht^ I fhall 
beg leave, to do the fame. And firft, I fliall read the 
1 7th and iSth Articles of that Treaty. 

XVII, * But if it happen through InadvertenC)', Impru- 
' dence» or any other Caufe, that any Subjefl of either of 
« their aforefaid Royal Majeilies, door commit any things 
' by Land^ Sea, or on frefli Water, in any Part of the 

* World, whereby this prefent Treaty be not obferved, or 

* whereby any particular ArticJc of the fame hath not its 

* Efled, this Peace and good Correfpondcncc, between the 

* Queen of Britain and the Spanilh King, Ihall not there - 

* fore be bterrupted or broken, but Ihall remain in its 
former Strength, Force, and Vigour; and that Subject only 
ftiall be anfwerable for his own Fafltt and fufFer fuch 
Punifhment as is inlli3:ed by Law, and according to the 
Prtfciiptions of the Law of Nations. 

* XVIII. But if (which God forbid) the Difputes which 
are compofed fhould, at any Time, be renewed between 

* ibeir faid Royal Majetlies, and break out into open War, 
^ * the Ships, Merchandise, and Goods, both moveable and im- 
^B S f z * moveable 
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' moveable, of the Subjefb on both Sides, which fhall be 

* found to be, and remain in (he Ports and Dominions of 

* the adverfe Party, Ihall not be confifcated, or fuffer anjr 

* Damage; but the Space of fix Months, on the one Part 

* and the other, (hall be granted to the faid Subjefls of each 

* of their faid Royal Majefties, in order to their fcUin^ the 
■ aforefaid Things, or any other their Effeib, or carrying 
' aw^y and tranlporting the fame from thence, whither- 

* fo«ver they pleafe, without any MoleHation,' 

* J believe, Sir, the Words of thefe two Articles need no 
Commentary, they being fo full and exprefs in themfelvcs, 
and their Meaning fodi red:! )r contrary to the Tenour of the 
prefent Bill. While War is yet not d eel axed, and before the 
Court of Spain has avowedly refufed to do us J u ft ice j the 
Injuries and Violences complained of, are the Crimes of 
private Perfons ; not Hoftilities, but Piracies; and fo I ftiall 
ftilc them, till a Refufal of Juflice makes them thcAifls of 
the State. There are feveral Inftances, Sir, and fome men- 
tioned in the Petition to this Houfe, wherein our injured Mer- 
chants have been favourably heard by the Court of Spain. 
If her Intentions to grant them Relief were fruftrated by the 
Villainy of her Governour^ in America, that is no more than 
I believe happens every Day, in Relation to other Courts^ 
where their Dominions are fo remote. Therefore, Sir, until 
we hear the Anfwer of the Court of Spain to our late la- 
ftances, we can never affirm that the Crown of Spain has, by 
any publick A£t, authorised the Depredations complained 

Qf 

* The honourable Gentleman has been pleated to omit 
taking Notice of another material Objection to this Billt 
This, Sir, regards the Obligations that our Crown is under, 
not to confent to any future Alienations of any Part of the 
Spanifh Dominions in America j tho* he might have found 
the Words by which this is exprefly ftipiilated in one of the 
Articles, which he himfelf was: pleafed to quote. It is in 
the latter Part of the eighth Article of the faid Treaty, where 
we meet with this Claufe ; * That the Spaniih Dominions in 

* America may be preferved whole and intire, the Queen 

* of Great Britain engages, that fhe will endeavour, and give 
' Aflift£nce to the Spaniards, that the antient limits of 
' their Dominions in America be reftored and fettled as 

* they flood in the Time of King Charles II, of Spain, 
'if it Ihall appear that they have, in any Manner, or 
' under any Pretence, been broken into, and leflened in 

* any Part, fince the Death of the King aforefaid.* 

* This, Sir, was a Point of fo grear Confequence, that 
the fir ft Article of the faid Treaty confirms it in Terms, 
Jlili more full and exprefs. * Since his Royal Majefly of 

Spaid 
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* Spain IS ftedfeftly refolvtd, and does fokmnly promife Anno tr g». il 

* by thefe PrefentSj that he will not coiifent to any further '^^'* 

* Alienation of Coantries, Provinces or Land?, of any 
< Sort, or wherever fituate, belonging to Spain, her Roy^ 

* Majefty of Great Britain does like wife reciprocally pro- 

* mife, lli^t flie will provide that no farther Part of the 
' Spanifh Monarch.y be torn from it, 

* After fach a Stipulation as this, what can our pafling 
the prefcnE Bill be termed, but a manifeft Violation of the 
publick Faith ? But beciufe Arguments founded upon Inte- 
reft are too often of greater Weight than thofe drawn from 
mere fpeculatlve JuJlice, I fhall beg leave to offer my Opi- 
nion of the Effed, which fuch a Procedure would hnve upon 
that Commerce, ibr the Prefervation of which thefe 
Meafures are propofed. 

' I have, Sir, many Times heard it aflerted, that we arc 
Lofers in every Branch of Trade, except to our Plantations, 
and to Portugal : If this u true, let us not, without the ut- 
moft Caution, give way to Counfels that may injure thefe 
two only valuable Branches of our Commerce. I believe, 
6ir, it will eafily be granted me that the Spaniards are fu- 
periour to us in the American Seas. Their Ships are indeed 
very much inferiour to our Men of War, yet fuch as our 
trading Veflels cannot refift : Thete Ships, the vail Extent of 
their Coafts, and Commodieufnefi of their Harbours, give 
them an Opportunity of equipping in fuch Numbers, that 
the Men of War, which wc Ihall be willing to difpatck 
thither, will not be able to proteft above a tifth Part of our 
Merchants, Nor is this the only, or the greateft Danger, 
to which our Commerce will be expofed. The open Efforts 
of Spain may be guarded agalnll and defeated, but the filent 
Encroachments ot France we fiiali not have Lcifure to ob~ 
ferve, nor Opportunity to prevent i the firll will ceafe 
with the War, but the other will Aill remain to upbraid ns 
with our Ralhnefs and Imprudence. 

' As to the Hope?, which the honourable Gentleman 
feems to entertain, that France will inierpofe in our Favour, 
I cannot but think them perfcftly chime ricah France has 
larely facrificed her Intcreft to her Generofity, or afTtfted her 
Neighbours to her own Prejudice. What Profpeft of Ad- 
vantage can induce her to reprefent the Jufticc of our 
Caufe, to the King of Spain ? Will not fhe grow rich by our 
Djifercnoes ? will fhe not extend her Commerce undillurbed, 
end enlarge her Power without Oppofiiion ? Her Power in 
America h already formidttble, and her Colonics fiourifhing. 
Shall we not by a War incrcafc that Power, and add new 
Strength to our ancient and natural Enemy ? Nor will 
prance confine her Acquiiitions to the Well-Indies, bat make 

the 
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Mmoit^ n. tjie fame, if not greater Advances in Europe ; the Trade t* 
\/^'y''\J Spain, a Trade more confiderable and gainful than is com- 
monly ioiagined, will fell at once into her Hands, She 
will then grafp at Portugal ; and how eafily ftie may infinu- 
atc herfelf into that Trade, will appear from the bare la- 
fpelftion of a Map of Europe. Let it be remembered that the 
Sea will be open to her VefTels, while our Merchants will 
but dare Jail without a Convoy i let it be confide red how 
tajily Spain msiy ftation her Fleet at the very Mouth of the 
Tagus,and the Dangers of a War will be eafily comprehended 

* I ihall beg Leave, Sir, only to offer one Word in 
aJifwer to what the Gentleman advanced^ with regard to the 
Royal Pero^tive of making Peace or War ; and indeed. 
Sir, his Infinuation is fb direftly contrary to the knowa 
Maxima of our Government, that in fome Meafure it car- 
lies its own Anfwcr along with it: Gcndemen need only 
kok into the Addrefs, we have prefented to his Majcfty, to 
be convinced what the Senfe of the Houfe is on this Head, 
and how confijlent it would be in us, after fuch an Addrefi, 
to pretend to wreft that Prerogative out of his Hands. 

' The Advocates for the Bill have advanced one AiTertion 
in Defence of it, which, in my Opinion, deferves particii- 
kr Notice. This Bill, how threatening an Afpe£t foever it 
may bear, however it may fwel! with the tremendous Sounds 
cf Head-money, Conqueft, and Appropriation, is, it feems, 
only intended to procure a lafting and a fpeedy Peace. Thefs 
Threat&j it feems, are only to be thundered in the Ears of 
Spain ^ the Conquers are only to be talked of, and the Land 
we mark out for perpetual Settlements is never to be in- 
v;ided. Are not thefe the Satirilb, who have exhauftoi 
their Eloquent^;, and jaded their Imaginatjoas, to ridicule 
military Shows, and mock Expeditions ? 

* But, not to give way to perfonal Refle£lion on this Im- 
|«rtant Queftion, How can we guefs the Event of this bold 
Experiment ? Have they any Affurance that the Spaniards, 
fo elevated as they reprcfent ihem with our Cowardice, (b 
darings fo haughty, and fo, infolent, will lofe their Spirits, 
lower their Creih, quake with Terror, and fink into Def- 
pair, at the Refolution of this Houfe I That they will im- 
mediately beg for Mercy as foon as we lay oiar Hands upon 
Dur Swords, without daring to hold out till they are drawn ? 
Will mere Words and empty Sounds reilore that Reputation 
which has been fo long loli, and fo pathetically lamented ? 
Is there any Magic in an Ad of Parliament, that gives it 
Power to freeze the Blood, and flacken the Nerves ; to dif- 
arm Squadrons, and fcatter Fleets ? Their Reafonings feem 
to be founded in the full ConHdence of Effeds like thefe. ___ 
fai they have not voachfafcd to give us the leaft Informa- 
tion 
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tion how the Expences of a War with t pewerfiil Nati<m *n»t»«in'. 
tfiay be fupported ; while they have jullifyM Meafures of *' 
which, to vulgar Capacities, Waj- appears the inevitable 
Confequcnce. The Tenour of their Rcafoning is indeed 
not verv uniform : They talk at one Time of nothing but 
procurilg a fafe and" honourable Peace i at another, they 
leem to fufpeft that the Bill may produce open Hoftilities, 
and pleafe themfelves with transferring to the People ft 
, Branch of his Majefty^s PreMsgative, and giving them ^an 
Opportunity of declaring War for themfelves. They af- 
lert, that the People are tinaivimous in their Ardour for Ven- 
geance, and propofe an infallible Experiment to prove that 
Unanimity. Suppofe the Defire as general as is pretended, 
are all Defij^s proper to be gratified ? Is an inflamed Popu- 
Jacc to give Laws to the Leglflature i The People, I know, 
in imitation of fome of their Betters, hav« divided Prixcs, 
counted on Head-money, and canton'd out the Provinces of 
America. Con(]ueft,TriQmph,andPoireirion,are pleafingSoimds, 
and Viftory and War arc bow vulgarly taken for Terms 
of the fame SigniEcation. Bi^t Experiments are be ft confuted 
by Experiments, and therefore I fhall take the Liberty of 
propofinga Method by which the Inclinations of our Coun- 
trymen may be difcovered. Let any Gentleman of this 
Houfe walk through the Streets of London, and ask every 
Man Jie meets, whether he is willing to abate his Expences^ 
or to pay greater Taxes than he does at prefent. I believe I 
need not iay what Anfwer he will receive, or how won- 
derful an Unanimity he will Bnd in all Ages, Ranks, and 
Parties, He will fee the Ardour railed by the Tatk of 
Depredations, Injuries, Gjnquefts, and Vengeance, very 
fenfibly abated by the Mention of Taxes. The Story of Capt, 
Jenkins wilt then be toid in vain, and though it has been 
affirmed that it will raife us Voltmtiers, it will raife, I fear, 
but little Money. 

Upon the Whole, I believe, moft Gentlemen that atten- 
tively refled on all the Confequences of pafiing this Bill, wilt 
find the Difadvantages outweigh the Benefits, and with me 
d«£ermine in the Negative.' 
Mr. Pultency, 
* Sir, after all that Gentlemen have faid againU thia Btll, ^^r^i^^^vf- 
1 mull infill upon it that the moft material Part of my Argu- 
ment for the Bill hai not been fo much as touch'd upon by 
them ; and that is with reg;ard lo the Trade carried on by 
France in the Spanifh Galleons, which is a notorious Breach 
I of ali Treaties. 

The Queftion being put, on a Divifion the Bill was dropt, '^^^ J^ ^ 
L Noes. io6, Vcas 7j. y™?j. 
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May 20th, His Majedy went tp the Hoafc of Peers, amJ 

put an End to the Sefiion with the folbwing moft gracioua 
Speech to both Houfes. 



The Kh^'} Speech. r£ 



My Lxirds and Gentlemen, 

IT is with great Satisfaaion I obferve, that t^ Tem- 
per and Mo<leration» which I recommended to you aC 
** the Opening of this SeiEon, have been h well preferved 
** through the general Courfe of your Proceedings ; and 
" that from a due Regard to me, and my Honour, yoti 
*' have avoided all unneceflary Occafions of Heats, and 
** Animofides, and made the Interell of your Country ihc 
** principal Objei^ of your Care and G^nAderation. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
•* I return you my Thanks for the Supplies which you 
*' have ib chearfully and efFeftually raifcd for the Service 
" of the carrenc Year : The Provifion you have made to 
•' anfwer all Emergenciesr which may become neceffary in 
" Vindication of the Honour and Intereft of my Crown 
" and People, ia a great Proof of your Zeal and Concern 
** for the Welfare and Profperity of the Nation ; and flull 
* ' be employed by me in fuch a A tanner, as may bell con- 
*' duce to thofe Ends and Purpofes^ for which you have f^ 
*' readiJy consented to this extraordinary Expence. 

My Lords and Gentlemen^ 
*• Agrcably to what hath appeared to be concurrent the 
" Opinion of both Houfes of Parliament, I have given Or- 
<* dersto repeat, in the ftrongeil and mofl prelBng Manner, 
** my Inilances at the CourE of Spain, for obtaining Satis- 
<* faflion for the many Injuries and Lofles fuftained by my 
" trading Subjefh in America, as well as nn eflfettual Sccu- 
•* rity of their Rights for the future ; and I hope, froni the 
*• Juitice and Equity of the Catbolick King, to procure 
" juch Satisfa£lion and Security, as may preferve the Peace, 
*' and eft:tbIiJh a free and uninterrupted E3fcrcife of Na- 
" vig^rton and Commerce, mutually between the Sub- 
" jcixsofboth Crowns, purfuant to our Treatis, and the 
** Law of Nations- 

Thc Parliament was then prorogued to July zy. 
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ik\3TEs,&L\ &f' the Fifth Session^ 
Sy i&ay of lntrodu£lioQ io, and Illuftration 
of, fife Debates, &c. which Jgiiow^ to 
the End ofthefmd Sejfion. 

Ftbruafy f. 1731. 

HI S M.^jeftycamc to the Houlc «f Peers, and opened the 
SL-ffion with a nioft gracious Sptcch from the Throne, 
which See page 3;)9. adikewtfe tbe ^ddrefs and the Debate 
it occafmnedj psgL- 3^1, &:c. 

The ;th The Houle reCoIved that a Supply be granted his 
Mfijelty, Ntmine Contr&dktnte, 

The 6th. Ofuercd divers ElUmatcs of Accoiuits to be laid 
before them. 

Refoived, that His M<jeily b< addreffed for feveral Me- 
morialij Peti'iotia, &c. fii^Cf the Treaty of Seville, rclaritigto 
any LoUcs iulbined by his Majcfty *s Subjedls by Depretia- 
fions commirted by the Spaniards, Sec. tob* laid beiorc them, 
which have net already havu faid before OiisHoufe, 

A Motion was made, and the QuelUou pur, that his Msjefty 
be addrcffed to lay Aiimfial Haddock'* Inftru£tions before 
them, it puffed in .ihe Negative, on, a Divifion, Ayes 113, 
Noes tS_j, See the Derbaic page 3^9. &c. Afterwhich it was 
moved thai feveral Pap-rs relating 10 JSpanifli Cap;uires be laid 
before them, which paflcJ in the Nt-gattve : Ayes iso, 
No«200 Sec the Dcbsic, page ifiq ice. 

The 12th. The H ;o "v.- Ilrpor rf VcfltrJ,i»*a 

ReloEotion on tae \ . .l Refolired, that 13, 000 S^- 

men be ciupbyed fur fijc ii*fvice of t^?; Year 1739> 

Retotvcd, thac a Sum not cxcc^rding ^L pet \Un per 
Monili be allowed fDrdefrj. ing the Expcuces oHhe Jaoic 

The 141^. Ill * C'jmiuiuee on the Supply came to the 
following Rerglticioiiit 

Resolved, That 17704 Mea be graafcJ for Land Forces 
for the Service of the Vear 1739 On a Divifion: Aye* 
253. Noes 183*. $e« the Debate, page |Cj, he. 

That 647,549!- %i*. 3d, be granfted for m*intainirg 
diem. 

% Thit 
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That 228,o6tl, be granted for the Garrifons of Minorca, 
Gibraltar, Georgia, &c. 

That 27,172 1. be granted for Out-Penfioners of Chelfea- 
Hofpital. 

That 5041 1. be granted, for defraying fevcral cxtraordi- 
. nary Expences incurred in 1738, and not provided for by 
Parliament. 

The 20th. Read a third time, and paffcd the Malt- Bill. 

The 2$d. Read a fecond time, the Bill for punifhing 
Rogues, Vagabonds, &c. and for the Relief of Lunatics, 
and Foundling Children. 

Received a Petition from the Weft India Merchants, 
• trading to America, and another Petition from the Mer- 
chants of Briftol : See Page 417. 

After Debate, Ordered that the Petitioners be heard by 
themfelves, (not by Counfel) on two Divifions ; Ayes 237, 
242, Noes 208, 297. 

The 26th. Received Petitions relating to WeflminHer- 
Abbey, St. Margaret's Church, the African Company, and 
the Colony of Georgia. 
Glafsmakers The 28th. Received a Petition from feveral Glafsmakers, 
£ic. Petition. Brewers, Sugarboilers, Smiths, . Dyers, &c. Confumers of 
Coals, complaining of the Abufes and Frauds in enhancing 
the Price, and praying llelief. 

Referred to the Confideration of a Committee of the 
whole Houfe. 

Marcir 5. Received a Petition from the Merchants of 
Edinburgh, exprefling their DifTatis^dlion to the Conven- 
tion. 

Referred to the Committee on the Convention, 

Read a third time, and paired the Mutiny- Bill. 

The whole Houfe was called over, according to Order. 

The 6th. In a grand Committee, took the Convention 
into Confideration, and feveral Merchants were called in, 
-and examined, relating to their LoiTes fpllained by the Spa- 
niards ; Captain Vaughan, and' Captain * Copithorne were 
alfo examined relating to their Loffes and cruel Ufage. 

The 

* The Case of Richard Copithorne, fole Owner and Matter 
of the Ship Betty Galley, Burthen 150 Tons ; relating to. 
his being taken by the Spaniards, and the Loffes fuftained 
by himfelf and the Freighters thereby ; humbled addref- 
fed to the Honourable theHoule c^ Commons, 
T&is Ship halving been taken in Europi near fvcehe Tears 
' ago, and the Sufferers gone thro all the Formalities of making 
• good their Claim for tbt lofs thcreoj, both here, pwfuani to 

bis 
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The 7th. Received two Petitions from the Merc)iants of 
Scotland, againft the Convention. 

Referred to the Confideration of the Committee, &c. 

Ordered an Addrefs to his Majefty to give Orders for 
erefbing a more fpacious Edifice, for the better Reception of 
Parliatnent. 

Took 
~i ■ ' I' ■ . 

hit Majefifs Commands publifljed in the London Gazette^ and. 
alfo before the Commijpiries in Spain : But ha'vjng reeei'ved no 
SatisfaSiont and apprebendit^ from the Words of bis Majefty^ s 
mofi gracious Sp^ecb, that the Satisfaaion now ftipulated re- 
lates only to Captures in America, they humbly beg leave to 
make their Cafe known at this JunSure, not doubting but the 
great Goodnefs of this Honourable Houfe will provide Means for 
their Relief. 

The faid Richard Copithorne being bound upon a Voyage front 
MefjUna to London, was, upon the zgth Day of June, 1727, 
attacked by a Spani/h Privateer undet Tutkijh Colours ; and 
upon Refufal to ftrike, the Privateer charged him nmth bis 
whole Fire, qnd boarded him with a great Number of Men, 
which obliged him to take the neceffary means for his Defence, 
and thereby forced the Enemy to put off, leaving about thirty of 
their Men behind, ivho voere reduced to the NeceJJity of taking to 
the Ship''s Tops, Rigging, and Sides, where they could bef befiow 
themftlves with mofi Safety. 

The Privateer finding his Men thus left on hoard, and lioi 
able to compafs his Defigns, in order to regain his Men, boarded 
the Ship a fecond time, with Stink-Pots, Powder -Flafks, and 
Pole- Axes: Upon vuhicb the faid Copithorne difcharged bis 
great Guns loaden luith double-round and Partridge, vnth all 
his Small. Arms, and at the fame time fet Fire to his Powder- 
Chefis, which obliged the Enemy a fecond tinie to retire. 

The Enemy finding they could not force him to fabmity refolved 
(having little or no Wind) to take the Ship in ^owe, and by 
that means to carry her to the Ifland of Alboran, f about tnvo 
Miles difiant) there to deftroy the Ship upon the Rocks, and put 
every Soul to the Sword, as afterwards appeared to be their 
Dcfign. 

Copithorne finding himfelf in this defperaie Condition, gave 
Orders to change the Hilm, which brought the Privateer a-kng- 
ftde', and making Ufe of that Advantage, fired his Guns again 
loaded as before ; which not only cut the Harfer of the Priva- 
teer, and unfhipped many of her Oars, but alfo laid her upon 
the Careen, *where Jhe lay tvn Hours before fhe co'ld amend 
her Damage; during luhich time there were about fifty of the 
Enemy onboard Copithorne' s Ship, cutting and defiroying Mi.Qs, 

bails. 



Took tUt Conventiion into further Confideratjcm, nnd 
examined Mr. Stert, one of the Commifliooers, relating to 
the Merchants Accounts, and the Demands of the King of 
Spain, and other Witqeffes were examined, as to the Limits 
of Carolina, 8x. 

The 

Sai/t, and Rigging, aihiat tht famt time a continual fire from 
the Privateer at his clofe garters ; and theSpaniards oh board 
rwere by their own Boat fupplied ivith frejh M$n and Arms ; 
and the Jatne Boat earned off their. Dead and Wounded. 

After five ^ or near fix Hours Engagement, Cepithome's Deck 

hle<w up by Accident unknown, the Bulk Head falling fiat upon. 

Decky and the Enemy from the Forec^iftleat the fame time fir* J a 

Volley of Small-Shot into the Cabin. By the blowing up the 

Deck, Copithorne^s Foot nvas taken in betnueen ttuo Planks, 

nvhich kept himfafifor an ObjeS of^tbe Enemy's Cruelty, nvho 

fnapf df enteral Pi fioli and Gum at him wh'tlji in that Condition ; 

arid they fir iff d him, and without Mercy battered, cut, and 

fiabh d him fit inhumanly ^ that th»f them/elves believ'd him ia 

be dead as he lay upon the floor , naked and ixteltjii^ in BIooeL 

After fame time, and wtth fitme Difficulty, they got bis Foot clear ^ 

and by four Men to/fd him upon the Deck, and from thence into 

the Boat, and carried him on board the Privateer, vihere he lay 

in the moft miferable Condition, naked, fw nine Days -before h* 

tvas landed; in which time the Captain^ the Privateer and 

Company tut it to the Vote nvhether theyfijould mterder the Pri- 

fmers and carry the Spip to hiijfa or Majorca, to di/pafe of a9 

they thought proper, or /pare the Prifoners Lives and carry them 

to Malaga, according to their Orders ; and it ivas carried by a 

Majority of two or three Votes only, to /pare our Lives and 

fiand in for Malaga. Having thus re/elved, they kept the 

Prifoners on hoard the Privateer fourteen Hours noithotit a 

Drop of frefi} Water to relieve them, *which obliged two of them 

in that time to drink fait Water ftveral times * and they fup., 

' plied Mr. Copithprne viitfj no other Sufienance than Btead and 

Jlifip -Bones from the Captain of the Privateer's Table ; neither 

*would they grant him a little Spirits to vjafh hfs Wounds, nor 

in the Heat of the Day allow him the Benefit of the Arnir^ 

vjhich they had to keep off the fcorching Sun, but draaued it afide 

on purpvfe to torment him tvith the Heat ; which (heing naked J 

blijiered his Body in a mofi difmal manner, and the cold Deiv 

of the Night falling aftervoards, gave him as much Vneafinefi 

as the Wounds he received in the Engagement. Having thus 

ufed him for nine Daj/s, they carried him into Malaga, 'whert 

be vjas informed that the Enemy had loft twenty four or invent f" 

five Men, and bad a confiderable NumLer wounded; and alfe ' 

fetfnd 
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The 8th» In a grtndl Committee took the Conventmn into 
further ConfulerntioTj, when it was moved^ that an Addrefo 
of Thanks be prefented his Majefty for obtaining the Con- 
vention; and a great J^sbate arole thereupon: See the De- 
bate ac large, Voium^ VI, Page i. ^c, 

Kcceiired 

J^uni that tht Bbip and Csrgs ivai au ta'zvfsii Capiun . Uptn 
m:h(ch Nichsihis H^-Uottiiyi, Efqi hh Majejiyi Cinfui^ madt a 
Demand of tht Ship ajui CargOj and all Damage s is be made 
g96d. Md prefer Jpflitamn tvaj nlfi m^de to M. Vandfr 
Mar, Embtijpidif ft 9m the Staiq Gefterulf then at Madrid^ 
and Sir Claries Wagtr at Gibraitar^ from ^mhom great Uffpn 
*i*fdre cmcei'ved that the Ship and CargQ ivoutdbe rejhre^ to the 
OnjuKirs, 4ind the Damages made gmd^ aaorditig to the true 
littiai aad MeaniH^ 'f '^' Preiiminary Af tides ; But^ ciftttrary 
to all yujiice and Equity ^ there came an Ord<f frsm Madrid 
of the 1 4./i ef 0/^der f/Io^ungf ta fill the Ship and Carga 
fir the Uje cf the crml Captors. 

It is 'veryt remakftblt in this Jffliir, that the Prilimiitary 
Articles 'were Jignid at Par in the %\fi of May 1727, N, S, 
fwhtch nvat tTfjcntj-nine Days hrfarr the faid Ship "icaj laken ; 
andt mp9n the \^th if fttne^ ^T^?* his Cathalic Majcfy ac* 
ceptei atiJ figntd the (aid Preliminaries^ tho" he detained them 
fever&l Dayi before he Q(cepfed the fame ; attd spav the 23*/ 
fjtls^'iftg all HQJlititiis (tajtd at Gibraltar and the Camp of 
St, Roihe ; aod upoti the z^th of the fame Mmib it ixah puh-> 
licly kt!mi:n at Malaga (from ivhtme the faid Pr}<vatter failtd 
the fame Einning) a/td ether Parts o/ the Sua Caa/i^ lahich 
tKtts fottt Pays bifre the faid Ship ivas taken. 

In Cunfequeme qf the faid Ar tides it nvai ad'vertized in the 
L&nd^ Gazette tf ihe (^ih if April i-^^o^ that all tht Suffer- 
trs ifKiuded in the fitnt Jheuld gi'ue in and make their Cfuitns 
upon Oathf in order to reaive Reflitutiim i nxihith m^ordingly 
viat dim in thtt Caff : Andhy the^reaSyt^ Se'ville^ eondndedthe 
<)th a/ Novemhir^ * 7*9' '* ^^' fi^^«^', the fifths and Ufi fepa^ 
rated Artid s^ it ivas ftdfy llipalated iu exprtfs H'ords, tlmt 
tmmediatt Reparatiso jhonid he made ta the Sufffrerif pufttani 
ta the ffihand fervent h Ar tides of the faid Preliminaries. 

There have hten ftrndry AppHfAiiimt tnade in the mofi re* 
f}e3f aland prtjfng manner^ fhr Redrefi in this Affair \ end 
tht faid (ie^piifjerne hath made a yourney sn purpfe t& Setutlle^ 
etnd attended the Cgmmiffaries feme Time^ in Heptj ef obtaitting 
Satisfailim far himfelf' and tht other Sufferen^ lahith ^vas at- 
tendedtvfth ^grtat Bxpence and Ltf ef 7iai, 

All ichieh ts humblf fuhmiiied to the Cinf deration and 
C^mpajfsm if thii HAsaur^li Heufe. 




Received the Report of Ycfterday's Refolution, which gave 
Rife to the Debate, to be found page 43. &^c. 

The 1 2th, the Houfe went with their Addrefs to hi^ Ma- 
jefty •. . 

The 13th. Received a Petition of the Merchants, Clo- 
thiers, and Dealers in Wooll, complaining of the Decay of 
the Woollen Manufidory, and praying Relief, &c. 

Refer'd to a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

The 14th. See page 76, 

The 15th. Agreed to the Report of Yefterday's Refolu- 
tion on Ways and Means, viz. 

Refolved, that Two Shillings in thp Pound be granted for 
Land-Tax for 1739 

Refolved, That no Drawbacks fhall be paid on the Ex- 
portation of wrought Plate or Manufadlures of Silver, that 
Ihall have been wrought about 10 Years, before the Entry of 
the fame for Exportation. 

Ordered an Addrefs to his Majefly, to congratulate him on 
the Birth of another Prince. 

Ordered a congratulatory Meflage to the Prince of Wales 
on the fame joyful Occafion. 

Mr. Speaker reported that the Houfe had attended bis 
Majefty in the Houfe of Peers, when he gave the Royal A{- 
fent to the Bill for punifhing Mutiny and Defertion, and to 
two private Bills. 

The 1 6th. In a Grand Committee took into Co'niideratton 
the feveral Petitions, complaining of the Claftdeftine Expor- 
tation of Wooll to foreign Parts, and alfo of the Decay of 
the Woollen Manufacture, and came to feveral Refolutions ; 
which See page 71. 

The 2o;h. Refolved, That his Majefty be addrefTed , to 
order an Account of the State and Condition of the Britiih 
Sugar Colonies, to be laid before the Houfe. 

Read the Land-Tax-Bill a fecond time. 
Petition of Received a Petition from the Merchants trading to Sicily, 

the Merchants fgtjjng forth that upon the Defeat of the Spanifli Fleet in 
ScfliT^^^ 1718, the Merchants rcfiding at Meifma were imprifoned, 
their Ships, Goods and EfFefls feized, confifcated and fold, 
by order of the General of the Spanifli Forces in Sicily, where- 
by the Petitioners fufEred great LofTes, which were claimed 
and proved before a Committeeof the whole Houfe in 1728-9. 
and the EHImates of thefaid Loffes then delivered in^ Dupli- 
cates whereof are ready to be produced by the Petitioners, 
who have had no Reftitution made them ; nor, as they ap- 
prehend, did the Commiifaries go thro' the Difcuffion of the 

LofTes 



T/jis AddreJ's ivaj not printed in the Votes as ujual. 
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Loffes in Sicily, or make any Report of them : And there- 
fore- (ubmitting the Cafe of the Petitioner* to the Confidera- 
tion of the Houfe, and praying fuch Relief, as tot^eHoufe 
fliall leem meet. * 

Ordered to lie on the Table. 

The 2zd. Received a Petition of James Buchanan, and Andof Tameg 
others, intereOed in the^ Ship Scipio; letting forth, that theBuchantn. 
faid Ship having taken in her Cargo on the Coaft of Africa, 
confiilingof Negroes, Uold-Duli, and Elephant^s Teeth, to 
the Value of upwards 6000I. and iailing from thence to Ja- 
maica, having touched on the Jfland of Barbadoes, was on 
the 27ih of Oftober 1736, taken on the High Sea by a 
French Ship or. Veffel, and carried into St. Peter's ih the 
Ifland of Martinique; that foon after a Profecution was ' 

commenced againll the Captain before the Court of Ad- 
miralty there, founded on a Pretence that Ae was a£liog 
in Contravention to a certain £di£l for fettling Limits 
relating to unlawful Trade ; but that, upon Trial, the 
Judges were of Opinion, that the Charge was groundlcfs : 
Nevertheiefs the Intention of the £di£t not having been 
qaalified, the Judges were obliged to declare the (aid Ship * 

and Cargo duly confifcated ; and that thereupon the Cap- 
tain appeared to the Supreme Court of Martinique, who 
upon Examination annuUed the Judgment given by the 
Court of Admiralty, and decreed him CoAs, and that he 
(houid be again put into PoiTeffion of the faid Ship and Car- 
go. And that as the faid Captain was preparing to take Pof- 
Icffion of his Ship and Cargo, he received an Ordinance 
from the Intendant of the Ifland, which im powered the Di- 
redlors of the Cuitoros to appeal from the Judgment of the 
Supreme Court, to the French King in Council ; but never- 
theiefs ordered the faid Ship and Cargo to be rellored, on his 
. producing good and iufEcient Security, Inhabitants of the 
Ifland, for the appraifed Value of the fame : And that the 
faid Captain not being able to procure the Security iofifted 
on, was obliged toconfent to the Sale of his Ship and Cargo, 
and to depolit the Money in the Hands of his Securities, 
till the Affair (hould be decided by the King and Council of 
France. That the faid Captain did fo:licite oftentimes at 
. Paris, but to no Purpofe, he being at length told, that this 
Ship in Conteft fhould pay fur a French Ship, called the 
Fleurcn, taken fomc time ago. That upon Petition to his 
Majelty, Application bad been made by his Minilter at 
Parih, but that the f<^me had not its defired Efftdl, and there- 
fore praying the Houlie to take the Premifi'cs iato Confvde- 
ration, 8cc. 

The 23d. See Page 77. .. , i" v, 

The H: 
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Pedtionaf The z6th. Received a Pccitfon of Joanna Stephens*., 

Mrs. StephtfiS fi„g j(jrth that the Pctiuotier has, for iortie Years laA pal 
brcQ pofleffed of a Method of preparing iVledicincs, whJi 
are found by Experience to be a lafeaad efftftual Cure ft 
the Stone, and by which (he has her prclent Subfiflence; 
that icTeral Perfons of DiAindion have endeavoured to raife 
the Sum of ^oool. by volm^tnry Contribution, in order to 
purchafe of her the Method of preparing and giving the 
laid Medicines, and have acc«rdingJy raifed the Sum of 
I J87I. 131. for thai Purpofe, but ice no Probabiiity of cont^ 
pleating the whole Sum of 5000I. aud therefore piayi 

Referred to the Committee on the Supply; on a Dl 
fion. Ayes 106, Noes 65. 

Agreed to the Report of Friday's Refolurtons on the Sup- 
ply, viz. 

Refolved, That, for defraying the Cha rges of his Majelty' 
Mint, and the Coinage of Gold and SHver Moneys, a 
thereby to encourage the bringing in oT Gold and Silver 
be coined, a Revenue of 1 5,0001. per. Annum be fettled 
feeured forfeven Years, from the iH Day of March 1758. 

That 39,114!. be granted for reduced Officers of his Ml 
jefty's Land Forces and Marines, for 1739. 

That 3960I, be granted for paying of PenfionS to t 
Widows of reduced Officers for 1739 

That 20,000 1, be granted for the funher fettling and 11 
proving the Colony of Georgia in America. 

That 10,000 1. be granted for the Maintenance of the Bn*- 
tifli Foru and Settlements in Africa. 

That 10,000 I, be granted towards the Support of Green- 
wich Hoipital, 

1^2135521. be granted to replace to the Sinking Fu 
the like Sum paid out of the fame to make good the Deficie 
des of the Additional Stamp Duties at Chriftmas 1737. 

Thatio.cool. be granted to replace to the faid Fund the' 
like Sum paid out of the fame 10 the Governors and Com- 
pany of the Bank of England, for one Year's fnwreft on 
^ 500^0001. by thenfi lent on the Credit of the Salt Duties to- 
" wards the Supply of the Year 1731;. 

The zfth. Ordered in a Bill for Licenfing Tragedi«» 
Commedies, that are to be adted at Edinburgh. 

The 30th. A Motion was made, and the (^eftion bein 
put, that Leave be given to bring in a Bill co repeal lo mu< 
of an Aft palTed in the 25th Year of the Reign of Ki _ 
Charles If. inciiled, An Ad jibr preventing Dangers whicti 
may happen from FopiHh Recufant?^ asobhgeth all PeHon*^ 
rthq are admitied Into any Q&zCt Civil or Miiici/y, to re- 

cei?tt 
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ceive the Sjicrttnent of the Lord's Sapper, witbma Time!)- 
niit^ by the faid Aft, and far expfainiug and amending (o 
mucH of the lai4 A£l as relates lo the DecUration againft 
TfanfubflantJation. 

It paifed in the Negative i oo a Divifion, Ayes ^9, Noes 

Jprtl i^. Refolved, That towards raifiog 15000 I. ptr RefoUitions 
AnnafT} for defray iRg the Charge c! his MajeAy's Mtnt, and on Ways tnd 
the Coimige of Gold and Silver Maoica j the Dirties of 10 s. Meajis, 
per Ton be laid upon all Wines, Virijg^r, Cyder md Beer, 
tmportt'd into Great Brirain, which were continued for feven 
Years, be fjrther coinirvuecl for fevetj Years longer, from the 
firft Day of March, 1758 

That all the Powers, Privileges and Advstntagei which 
were granted by an Aft of the 18th Kipg Charks IF, for en- 
couraging the Coir^age of Gold and Silver, be further conti- 
nued for ieven Years. See Vol, VI. page 72. 

The 9th. Received the Report of E|ie Coinage-Bill, and 
ordered it to be engrolTed 

The lOth. Received Petitions from the City, Uaiverfitj' Edinburgh Pc* 
^ »nd Merchants of Edinburgh, fetting forth that the Trade gf pi^^V^/^-''** 
*that City is rotable to maintain a Play-Houfe j th^l fuch 
tends only to the Debauching the Morab of their Yooth * 
that the Parliament has already prohibited under very fcvcre 
Penalties the performing any Play, Sec. within five Mile* 
of the City of Oxford, and Town of Cambridge, and that 
Edinhurgh, as a Univcrfity, (hould be indulged in like mari- 
ner* &c. Therefore praying that the faid ^d\ roay not pafs 
into a Law, 

Ordered to lie on the Table till the Bill be read a fecund 
lime. 

Read a firft time a Bill for prohibiting the ImpoTtation of 
Englifl) Books reprinted abroad i and tor linaldng the Prices 
of Books. 

Agreed to the Report of Yefterday** Refolution on the 
Supply, viz. 

R. folired, That 5000 I, be granted as a Reward^o Joanna 5oool.yrantedl 
Stephens, upon a proper Difcotfcry to be made by her. for toJoannaSt^ 
the Uie of the Public, of her Methcid of prep:inng her Me- P^*="*- 
dicine^ for the Stone. 

The :7th. Received a Petition of fcveral Captain*, Com- f«ition ol 
manders and Officers cf the Royal Navy, praying to be jJl'^ ofwlj. 
heard by Counfel, againli the Bill ior preventing Omccrs of 
iiis Ma jelly 'i Shipa of War* from carrying Goodc and Mer- 
Cbandijes on Freights, or Trading chcrewiih. 

Relolvcd, That the Bill be read a fccond time apotj this 
J>i^ Momhi on » Divjfion, Ay«5 1^4^ Nets lo. 

b I4 



Vote on the In a grand Committee took the Coal Affair into. Cqnfide" 
Coal-Bill ration ; after Debate, it was moved that the Chairman 6ts 
leave the Chair ; which pafled in the Affirmative, Neniine 
Contratlicente. 

The 1 8th. See Vol VI. Page 72. 
The 19th Read a firft time a Bill for ex(>Ia!ning an A^, 
Richard It. intitled. No Man of Law fhall be Juftice'of 
ASojt in his own Country, 
ilpyal Affent Mr. Speaker reported that this Houfe had attended his 
given te feve- Majefty in the Houie of Peers, when his Majefty gave the 
ral Bills. j^^^j^, ^^-gnt to t'he Land-Tax-Bill, the Coinage-^Bill, the 
Oath-Bili, and to zz private-Bills. 

Read a firft time a Bill for taking off the Duties upon 
Woollen and Bay-Yarn, ifilported from Ireland to England ; 
Knd for preventing the Exportation of Wool to foreign Parts. 
See Vol. VI. Page 73, and 79. 

May 2d. Read a fecond time and tommitted the Bill for 
providing a Reward to Joanna Stephens, upon a Difcovfery 
of her Medicines for the Stone, upon a Divifion, Ayes 91^ 
Noes 60.* 

' The,3d. See Vol. VL Page 80. 
The loth. Received a Meffiige from his Majefty, figded 

George Rex. 
- His Majefty being truly folicitoas for the Peace and Wei- 

ftointh?King ^*"'* ^^ ^^^^^ Kingdoms, and defiroBS to contribute, as far 
relating to a as in him lies, towards preferving the Public Tranquility, 
Treaty with and the Balance of Power in Europe, hath concluded with 
Denmark. ||jg j^jpg of Denmark a Treaty agreeable to that which ex- 
pired in 1737, and has ordered the fame to be laid before 
this^ Houfe ; that he may be enabled to make good the En- 
gagements, which he hath thereby entered into. 

And as Events may happen during fuch time, as it may be 
impofiible for his Majefty to fa^ve the immediate Advice and 
Affiftance of his great Council, upon any Emergency arifing 
from the prefent Pofture of Affairs in Europe, which may 
nearly concern the Honour, Intereft, and Safety of thcf« 
Kingdoms ; his Majefty hopes he (ball be enabled and fup- 
ported \>y his Parliament in making fuch further Augmenta- 
tion of his Forces, either by Sea or Land, as may become 
abfolutely neceflary, and in concerting fuch Meafur?s as the 
Exigency of Affairs mayiequire; and whatever lExpence 
fiiall be thereby occafioned, (hall be made in as frugal a 

Manner 

* 7he Minority nuere forhwuing the RtHK ?•..' fciii :■:;*' cf 
hU Majejiys Civil Lift^ as icas uj?:cd if- [.nh Cfjl: ::•: *^, r.ur 
. Meigftt. 
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Manner as if poiHbk t and an Account thereof ihall be laid 
before this Houfe the next SeiTion of Parliarocnt. 

Ordered, NmJite CantraScenfg^ That hii Majefty's faid Yote'chercon. 
pnoll gracious Meflage be referred to the Con fide rat ion of 
the Committee of the ivhote Houfe, to whom it is referred 
to confijer further of the Supply grunted to his Majefly, 

Went ifito a Cotami^tee up<m the Supply, aiid came t<j 
feveral ReJoluiions to be reported ori Monday, 
I The i 6th. Paired the Bill to explain ah Att, thac no Maa 

I of Law ftiali be Jultice of Affile in his own Counrry. 

Received the Report of Friday's Refoltitions in a Com- 
mirtee upon the Supply, which were agreed to, viss. 

Rcfotved, Thnt 70,585/. bt. %d. be granted to His Ma- Votes on tie 
I jefly 00 aecount of the Xjcvy- Money and Subfidy payable to Supply- 
I the King of Denmark^ purfuant to the Treaty bearing Date 
I the I4ih I}i,y of March 1738-9. for the Service of the 
I Year 1739, 

I That 500,000/ be granted towards enabling hia Ma- 

^^Ejedy to m.irke (uch farther Augmentation of hi& Forces ei^er 
^^V^by t'ta or Land* as may become aNbluteiy nccclTary^ afid as 
^^Pfbe Ex igtncy of Affairs may rrquirc, 

^^K That 60,000/. be granted, being the Sum acknowledged 
^^nfo be due from; Great Britain to Spain*^, and agreed to in 
^Hlhe Convention Agned at (he Pardo, January 14, 1739, 
^^■K- S. to be applied, together with the further Sum of 
^^fti^5,OQ0J. to be advanced by the Crown of Spain, towardi 
^^Kli>»kmg Satisfaftion to his Majelty's injured Subjed,s. for the 
^^ Damages thty hare fullained by the Depredations of tJie 
Spaniards* 

That 40^0 / be granted towards the repairing and finilh' 
ing Weftminller Abbey. 

That sooo/. be granted for the further Repair and 
iinifhmg the Tower and Roof of the Panib Church of St. 
Margaret** WeftminJier. 

Tnc 15th. Agreed to the Report of Yefterday's Refok- 
tions, in a Committee of Ways and Means; viz, 

Relolved, That towards railing the Supply granted to his ^^g ocw 1 
Majeftyj there be iflued and applied the Sum of 500,000 i, granted 6«e 
out of fuch Monies as have anfen, or fhall or may arife, of *J^ '^^VtJ^ 
the Suiplufie% Exccffes, or Overplus Monies, commonly sl'^^aFuni. 
called the Sinking Fund, 

That his Majetty be enabled toilTueand apply the further 
Sum of 500,000 /. out of the growmg Produce of the fame 
Sinking Fuodt or to borrow the fame by Loans or Exche- 
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quer-Billf, at 3/. per Cent. Intereft, to be charged a|>oa^ 
and fecurcd by the faid Fund. , 
Ordered in a Bill accordingly. 

Agreed to the Report of Yefterday^s Refolution in a Com^ 
xnittee upon the Supply, viz. 

The 22d. Refolved, That 5000/. be granted to his Ma- 
jeAy for making Satisfa^ion to Solomon Merret of London 
Merchant, for himfelf and others, late Owners of the Ship 
San£la Ifabeila, a Spanifh Man of War, taken by his late 
Maj; fry's Ficet near Sicily in 171 8, and, fold to themi 
"which Ship was afterwards delivered up to the Spaniards, 
purfuant to a Treaty between the two Crowns. 
^ . June the 13th. Refolved, That an hunoble Addrcfs be' 

to^thrimeri^ prcfented to hi? Majetty that he would be gracioufly pleafed 
car. Cuircncy to lay before them (the next SeiEons.of Parliament) at what 
Rates all Gold and Silver Coins were accounted in any of the 
Hritiib Colonies in America, in the Years 1700, 1 710, 1720, 
an4 1730. And what Rate^ they are now accounted at, or 
{old for per Ounce. 

Refolved, That an Humble Addrefs be prcfented to ]iis 
Majefiy that he would be pleafed to lay before them, the 
iie](t SeiTion of PaHiament, wliat was the Amount of the 
Paper Bills, or Bills of Credit, which fubfifted or pailM ia 
Payment in the Britiih Colonies, iii the Year 1700. hxA 
elio an Account of the Amount of what Paper-Bills, &c. 
have been created or iiTued in^ny of the faid Colonies iince 
1 700 ; with the Aniount of the Value, in Money of Great 
Bripiin, of fuch Bills, at the refpc£liveTimes of their creating 
and iiTuing ; and what Prjoviiion was made thereby, for the 
finking or difcharging of any fuch Paper-Bills, &c. together 
with an Account of the Amount of the Bills that have been 
funk or difcharged in purfuance thereof, and alfo of the 
^ills fubfifling or pafling in Payment at this Time in any of 
the faid Colonies or Plantations, with the Amount of their 
Value in Engliih Money &c. 
I^oyal AfTent The I4tb. His Majefiy came to the Houfe of Peers, ami 
|iv«ac6reveral gave the Royal Afient to the following Public A£ls. vix. 
*^* An Aft for granting to his Majefty five Hundred Thoa- 

^^hd Pounds out of the Sinking Fund, and for enabling hia 
Majefty to raife the further Sum of five Hundred ^Thoufand 
Pounds out of the growing Produce of the faid Fund, &c. 

To enable his Majefty to iettle an Annuity of 15000 I. 
per Annum, on his Royal . Highnefs the Duke of Cumber- 
Iiupd, and his Heirs, and alfo, one' other Annuity of 24000 1. 
per Annum upon the PrinceiTes Amelia, Caroline^ Mary 
and Louifa. 

For taking ojFthe Duties upon Woollen and. Bay- Yarn im- 
ported from Ireland to England^ and prcventibg theExpor. 
tation thereof. For 
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For granting a Liberty to carry Sugars, of the Growth and 
Produce of his MajeJty's Sugar Colonies in America, from 
tJience diredlly to Foreign Parts, 

For the more el&flual preventing of cxcei&ve and deceit* 
ful Gaming. 

For the betrer preventing Fraads aDd Abufes in Gold and 
Silver Wares, 

For prohibiting the Irnportition of Books rcprinied abroad* 
and firli compofed orwiitten and pnnced in Great Brimin, 

To refiify a MiUake in an Ad made in the 6 FibgOeorge 
I. for preventing Frauds and Abufes in the public Rc^'enac^, 
$£C, And to obviate a Doubt in an Aft for preventing his 
MaJcfty'iSubjeasfrom trading to ihc £ait'Indie£,muier Fo- 
reign Comniiflions. 

hot explaining and amending an A£l 8 King Rfchard 11. 
That no Man of Law {hail be Juflice of AHize in his own 
Country, &c. 

* For continuing an AQ. B Queen Anne, to regdate the 
Price and Aifiae of Bread, And for continuing and amend- 
ing an AQ. j King George II. for the better ReggUtion of 
Attornies and Solicitors. 

For allowing fjrther time for Inrollment of Deeds, and 
Wills made by Papifts, &C; 

For the more eafy affeiling and levying County Rates. 

To im power the High Court of Chancery to lay om.upon 
proper Securities, Monies belonging to the Suitors of that 
Court for their Eafe, &c. 

To obviate feme Doubts in an Aft i King William and 
Queen Mary, concerning Tanned Leather, &c. 

For providing a Reward to Joanna Stephens, upot) a pro- 
per Diicovery to be made by her, for the Ufe of the Public, 
of the Medicine! prepared by her for the Cure of ttse Stone, 

To enlarge the Powers of the Commifliorvers for building 
Wetltniflllter-BfidgCi and to enable them by a Lottery to 
jaife Money, Sec, 

f or c ftabl i thing tn Ho f pi tal at Bat h . 

For improving and preferving the Navigation of the River 
Lee in Hcrtfordfhire, fee. 

And to feveral other public and private BilJl* For tht 
King** Speech, See Vol. VL Page 86. 
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[p EEC HES and' D iESATES 

In the Fifth 5e s * t o j*. of the 

TH U a S D A Vt Feb*, u- A MciT^g^ , came by Sir ^^ana i* Geo. 
tjhtrks I>t!Epn, 'Udver ef.the Btack-Rcd, to ^^^ .^^J^jt^' 
Qimmonu coinmanding' 'ihpeir Ai[»*dt..iwe in the Houl'e ^^-•''r'^X^ 
of Peers j^nd they atwfn4ffl wtcwdingly, Bfing return 'J, 
Mr. 5fwak«r «port»*i >« Majelty's Speech, wUicli was 

[j^aj My Lords aad GentJcni£ni 

FHave. upon all Occafiona, declared^ licw fenfibTy I bave The KIij|*i 
hem a/Fefled iviik the many Hardiliipa and Injurwi ^P'^^ch* 
^ ** 'TulUined by my (raiding Subj^fls in Am«rka. I have the 
** Honour of [Tiy Crowo, and the iruc Juttrdl gf my Pec>- 
*' pie too much at Heart, to fee either of thcui fuiFct any 
*^* Prejudice or Diminution, without purfuing the tnotk 
I '* pj^per and adr a ntageoua- Methods for ihdr real Security 
I V and Preietvatioti. 

Thefe ConfidcratiooA atone were fufficlent to iacite me 

[•■to ejiefc mjr uitnoA Power, in viodicatirg and protefting 

J** otir undoubted Rigbtt and Privilege* of Navigation and 

I** Commerce t and nothing rniild add to tny own Zeal in 

?•• fo jaft a Cade, but the due Regard I always have to the 

y* Petitions and Complaims of my Sub;e£ls# and the Advice 

M' of nuy Parliament. The Witdom and Priiderce of your 

[«• Refolutbns, upott this great and national Concern, deter. 

*' mined me to b^grn with the more moderate Meafures, and 

'* (o tfy^ once more, what Efiefl atvd Influence my ft'teadly 

** £ndfavours» afid preOing fnjUncef would have upon the 

" Court of Spin towards obtaining that Satisfdflion and 

** Security, which we were entitled to demand and expeH i 

** and y'our Ailurancee co f-jpport me in all Events, enabled 

*' me to proceed with proper Weight and Authority. 

** Tbut flip ported by the coocurreot Advice of both Houfe* 
** of Pitrliafnent, £ lofl no Time in making Preparations to 
** do myfeif and tny People juftice, if the Condu^ of the 
*t Court of Spain had laid us under that Necefliiy i and 
«• at the iame Time I did» in the lUongefl Manner, repeat 
" my Inftances for obtaining fuch JuJlice and Reparation 
** fm the many Injuries and LoiTei already iutUtRcd, and 
*' fuch an effectu^i Security for the luiure. aa might prevent 
** thg Conf^equencef of an open Ruptyre. 

Vftt. V. T t " \\ 
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" tt it now a greait SitiifaSion to tnc, that t an able to 
** acquaiof you, ihat ihc Mearurea I have purfucd, hav« 
'' h*i fo gocK) an EfffH, thit a Coiiveation u concluded, 
»* and ratified between me and the King of Spain ^ whertr<> 
•« by^ upon Co«jjd<ration bad of the Demands on both 
•* Sides, ihu Prince hath obliged himftflf to make Eepa* 
'« ration lo my Subjeds for ibeir Lofiei, by a cetttiA fti- 
•■ pulaied Paymeni; and PJenipotentiariei are therein nameil 
*' and apfoirttcd, for teguUtirj^, within a limited Time^ 
*' all thofc Grievances and Abufes, which hive hicherto 
'■ intrrrupted our Commerce and Navigation in thm Amtn- 
'■ can S;a&; and for fettling aH yattcrs in Difpute^ in (ueH 
>* a Mannetr as may for the ftittiK prevent, and remove 
** all new Caufes and Prcicocei of Complaioc» by a ltri€t Ob- 
** fervance of our mutua! Treatles^and a jufi Refaid to ihf 
*' Rights and Privilegej belonging tocach other. 1 will order 
*^ the Convention, and the feparai« Article to be taid before 
" y«u. 

*« It hath been my pHncipl Care, to make tife of i^e 
•* Confidence yoa rcpofed in me in this critical and doubtful 
*< CoTijuflure, with no other V'iew, but the general and 
" laUfng Benefit of my Kingdoms; and if al> the Endi, 
" which arc to be hoped for» tven f/om fuccefsful Arms, 
•* can be attained, without plunging the Nation into*' War, 
«' it mull be thought, by i»U rcalonable and unprrjiidked 
*» PcrfoBS, the molt dtfireaWe' Event. - 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Cooitfjons, 
" 1 have ordered the proper Eftlniates lo be prepared, 
" and laid before j'Ou, for tiie JjerTiCt of the current Vcar, 
»' J heartily wilbi thai the PuHure of AfFiiis would have per- 
** mitted mc to rcircrxh the public Expences, far which I am 
** obliged to demand the prcfcfit Supplies : And I make 
*• no Doubt, but >our experienced Zeal and Affe£i;ion for 
»* me and my Governnient, and ;he proper Concern you 
♦' have always Ihewn (or the public Go'jJ, will induct yoti 
»< to grant me fach Sjpplics, ai you fiiUl find neceffary foi 
*' the Honour and Security of oie and my Kingdoms. 

My Lords afd Gentlemen, 
'* I cannot but carneiUy recommend it to you, not to 
'• (uffcr itjy Prejudices or Animofmes, to have a Shjre in 
" your Deliberaiinn at this importhni Conjurd^ure, which 
** feem^'f in a paiticuUi !V1a^(lt^, to call upon you to unite 
« in carrying on Inch Mcafunri, aslwiU be moll coAdocitc 
*^ ta itit true intcrcUand Advantage of my People.'* 

Upoft tt MAtion mAdthy Mr. O*mpbe^«of Pembrokcffiire^ 
ihe f'jU<*w^iog Addtefa of Tftanks' ;vas agreed to. 

i- ' Mofl 

• One of itit \AxiA iA \}a.t KikV-iattXVH , 
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Moll gracious Sovereign, 
•* \T7 E your Majefty'i moA dutiful and loyal Subjcft?. 
*' W ^'*^ Commons cf Great Britain in Parliament 
■* aflemblcd, do beg Leuve to return your Msjefty our un- 
" feigned Thanks for your Majefty's moll gracious Speech 
" from the Thitone. 

" We acknowledge your Mojefly V j^reat Goodnefs m 
" the conftant Regard yourMajelly has heen plcafed ro ex- 
** prcfs to the Pttitions and Complaints of your Subjctb, 
** and the Advice of your Parliament, and in purfuing fuch 
*' Meafures for the Honour and Dignity of your Crown 
*• and the true Intereft of your People, as your Majcfty 
•' in your great Wifdom judged to be moil proper and advan- 
" tageous. 

** We congratulate your Majeily on ihe Saccefs of yo'sr 
•* Royal Endeavours, in concluding a Convention with the 
•* King of Spa in J whereby Repar;icIon is liipuJated to be 
" made and paid to your Majcfiy*s injured Subjcftij and 
" PlenipotentiaJries arc appointed for regubting aU thofe 
*' Grievances and Abufes^ which have hitherto interrupted 
** our Commerce and Navigation, and for femoviDg all fu- 
** ture Caufesand Pretences of Complaint. 

" We beg Leave to allure your Majeliy, that your faith- 
** ful Commons will cffefltually fupport your M:ijefty tn ac^ 
•' complifhlng and bringing to Perfeftion this great and ne- 
*• ceflkry Work, in fuch a Manner as may anfwer the juit 
*' Demands and Expe^ationa of your Majelly and your 
" People. 

" And your Majcfty may be aflured, that your faith- 
" fill Commons will grant to your Majefty fuch Supplies, as 
** ftall be necelLry for the Honour and Security of your 
*' Majefly and your Kingdoms i and that we will endea- 
•' your to avoid all Heat3 and Animofuics in carrying 
*' on the Publick Bufmefs at this critical and importanE 
*' Conjunfture," 

kThe Motion for this Addrefi produced the following Debate, f^fiate «p™ *^ 
Sir Wil liam Wbdham. KJ" *^ 

Sir, 
• Tho' no Gentleman in this Houfc has a greater Regard 5;^ Wiiii*m winj. 
for his Majefty than I have, nor would be more ready to um. 
agree to every Expreflion of Zeal and Duty to his Perfonj yet 
J can by no Mean* agree to an Addrcfs in the Terms of this 
Jylocion. In the itrll Place, Sir, give me leave to obrerve* 
itlooks a little fofpicious, that the Meeting of Parliament 
Jiaa been put off at thii critical and injportant Jonftiire for 
fourteen Days. Tho' I sm not very apt to believe vulgar 
Kcportfi, yet I ajn forty to fay, it h but too probable, that 
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Anne 12 Geo II. the Court of Spain had dar'fl to trifle with us in a moft egre? 
J][^]32^ . gious Manner, notwithftanding the Refolutions both Houfes 
came to laft Seffion; and that they could not be brought 
to make the leaft Conceffion in our Favour, till we had given 
up every thing that we ought moft ftrenuoufly to have in- 
cited on. I fay, Sir, it is but too probable, that this is the 
true Reafon why we did not fit fourteen Days ago. The 
Spaniards knew well, that fomething muft be done to fatisfy 
theExpedations of the Parlianient and the Nation; they 
knew that our Miniltry would purchafe this at any R&te } 
they knew at the fame Time, by repeated Experience, that 
we are fo fiir from being fond of Fighting, that we would 
give up almoft any thing rather than enter into a juftand ne^ 
ceflary War. Therefore they put Things off from Time to 
Time, till they brought us to the very critical Day, I may 
fay Hour, when it was necefTary for us to grant them their 
own Terms I beg leave to give my Reafons for thinking fo, 
and thefe Reafons (hall be founded upon the grcatefl and moft 
unqueftionable Authority, the Words of his Majefty*s 
Speech. We are told there. Sir, that a Convention with 
Spain is concluded and ratified j and that in Confcquence of 
this Convention, Plenipotentiaries have been nominated for 
redrefiing within a limited Time all our Grievances and A- 
bufes. I have no Manner of Defign to foreftal the Opinion of 
the Houfe upon this Convention ; I hope we fliall be foon fa- 
voured with feeing it, and I wilh that it may be found a good 
cgie. But I beg leave to take notice, that our Miniilers 
would have fhewn a much greater Regard for the Sentiments 
of Parliament than they have done, if this Convention had 
been communicated to the Houfe before it was ratified. By 
this Means, Sir, we ftipuld not have been put to the ungrate- 
ful Task of perhaps condemning a Meafure which has had 
the royal Sandlion, and which is now in fome Sort irre- 
vocable. Biit how have our Miniftry managed ? Why, Sir, 
they put off the Meeting of Parliament for fourteen Dsljs, 
in order to throw this, I may call it, upfurmountable Dif- 
ficulty in our Way ; and then we are told, that this Con-^ 
vention is concluded, not only concluded but ratified, and 
not only fo, but that Plenipotentiaries ar? appointed to fee it 
executed, and to carry it into a definitive Treaty. This is a 
very bold Stroke, efpecially as the Parliament has already 
pointed out what our Rights are. If Regard has been had 
to the Refolutions of Parliament, I can fee no Manner of 
Reafon for appointing Plenipotentiaries for fettling all Mat- 
ters in Difpute. The Parliament, I think, has already done 
that, by exprefly afcertaining what the Rights and Privileges 
of this Nation with regard to our Navigation in the Indies 
are. Therefore I cannot conceive what thefe Gentlemen our 
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Plenipotentiaries are to fettle, unlefs tliey intend, by virtufc of **""j"iH(J' "* 

their full Powers, to give up fonie Part of what the Parlia- * 

Ji^ent has already found to be the undoubted Right of thii 
Nation, I am certain^ Sir» that if they had made the Refo- 
lutions which the Parliament came to laft Seffion the Foun- 
dation of their Demands ; if tbcy had difcovercd a Refolu- 
tton to break off all Treating, rather than depart from the 
Senfe of Parliament, either a definitive Treaty might have 
been obtained, or we ibould by this Time have known the 
worll. But by what appears from his Majefty's Speech, this 
Convention is no other than a Preliminary ; and in all Pro- 
bability a very bad Preliminary too ; and the Minilter haa 
ventured to clothe fome of his Creatures with full Powers to 
give up the Rights of this Nation ; for they may do it, if the/ 
dare. 

• I know. Sir, it willbe faid» th:it if thefe Plenipotentiarie* 
Jhouid ad: in fo fcandaloas a Manner, they are liable to the 
Cenfure of this Houfe. But will it be any Satisfadion to our 
injured Country, that two or three Perfons, who have but 
ycry little Property, and perhrtps as little Reputation to lofe, 
(UaM fill under the Cenfure of this Houfe, after they have 
ihamefully facrificed her mort valuable Privileges, Belides, 
Sir, how eafy is it for a State Offender to skreen himfelf 
from the Juftice of his Country by flying from it, when he 
has made any Step to its Difadvantage or Difhonour? This 
is no uncommon Thing; and I fhould not at all be furprifed, 
even if the Author*, whoever they are, of this Convention, 
fliould find it necefliry to keep thofc Underlings, whom they 
have employed in concluding it, at a Diftanee, and not fuffijr 
ihem to return, left they be obliged to difcover fome Secrets 
which certain Gentlemen may think neceilary to be conceal- 
ed. Should a dtihononrable definitive Trea^ be Condude<| 
upon the Footing of this Convention, our moft valuable 
Rights, even the Independency of this Crown, may be given 
up, without our being able either to favc them, or to bring 
the Authors to condign Pun ifh men t. I remember to have 
heard or read, that the Gentleman who concluded the Ame- 
rican Treaty, the Obfcrvance of which is all we now con- 
tend for with the Crown of Spain, and which was in ehofe 
pays looked upon as a very bad one» never thought fit to 
return to England, for Fear of a Parliamentary Cenfure. 

* From ihefe Confiderationa and many other, I believe 
Gentlemen will find it no eafy Matter for them to agree to 
the prefent Motion, With what Propriety, Sir, can wo 
congrgtuUte his Majefty on his Succefe, in concluding a 
Meafure, before we know what Kind of a Meafiire it is. 
No Gentleman here can, or at leaft will, take it upon him 
binfofiii this Haufe, whaure the patticolar Heads of thi* 
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*°^7i»-M*' "' CJonventMH ; what are the Sums ftipulated to be paid, or in 
K.^^'^y/''*\tJ what Manner our Grievances, which have been fo fully 
proved in Parliament, and are fo loudly complained of by 
the Nation, are to be redrefsM. If we can fuppofe the 
Sum that is ftipulated by this Convention, to amount to one 
tenth Part of what we have fuffercd by the Spaniards ; if we 
can fuppofe that there is a Claufe in the Convention, which 
leaves all the former Treaties betwixt us and Spain at the 
Mercy of thofe Plenipotentiaries ; if we fuppofe fiarther. 
Sir, that fome Part of our Rights and Pofleffions are actually 
given up by this Convention, will any Gentleman fay that 
we ought to agree to this Motion, and return Thanks for 
Meafures, not only before we know what they are, bat 
after the ftrongefl Reafbn forprefuming that they are bad. I 
hope therefore. Gentlemen will think it fufficient, if we 
fhall upon this Occaflon, confine ourfelves to thofe Expref- 
itons, that are refpedful and dutiful to his Majefty*s Perfon, 
without adding any Thing in our Addrefs, that may • look 
' like an Approbation of this Convention. For this Purpofe, 
I think, we ought to leave out all the Words of this Ad- 
drefs, but the firft and laft Paragraphs.' 
Sir Robert Walpole. 
Sir, 
ik Robert Waipoi* * The Importance of this Junfture, the Expe&ations of 
theHoufe, and the Share I have the Honour to bear in his 
Majefty's Counfels, make it proper and neceflary that I 
fliould fay fomewhat on this Occafion : But at the fame Time, 
I own that I am able to (ay nothing that can give any Gen- 
tleman, who judges coolly and impartially, any additional 
Convidion of this Addrefs without the Amendment being 
proper, befides what he muft receive from reading the 
Words of the Addrefs itfelf. ' 

* We have now. Sir, enter'd into a Debate about a 
Meafure, the Event of which muft, in fome Degree, in- 
fluence Poftcrity in the Judgment that they ftiall form of the 
Wifdom of the Britifh Government during his prefent Ma- 
jefty's Reign. The Wrongs we have recieved from Spain 
have been great, and the prefent Age experts that the Satis- 
fadion we are to receive, or the Revenge we are to take for 
thefe Wrongs, will be great alfo. Future Ages, Sir, in 
cafe the prefent is difappointed in this ExpeAation, will 
look upon us as a difpirited, corrupted, mean People ; in 
fhort, they will look upon us in the fame Light in which 
fome Gentlemen take the Liberty to reprefent the Miniftry. 
But, Sir, if on this Occafion his Majefty's Minifters have ob- 
tained more than ever on like Occafions was known to be 
obtained ; if they have reconciled the Peace of their Conn- 
try to ber true Intereft i if this Peace, Sir. is attended 
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with all the Advantage that the moft fuccefsfal Arms could Aaho ijj^o, il 
have procured, as I hope to make appear, I wilJ he bold to 
fey, that future Ages, always impartial in clieir Cenfure or 
Praifc, will confider this as the moll glorious Period of our 
Hiftory, and do that Jaftice to the Counfels which have 
pro'duceH this happy Event, which every Gentleman who 
divefts himlbtf of PaiKoa and Prej ad ice is ready to do, and 
•which I have great Reafon to believe the prefent Age, when 
rightly informed, will not refufe. 

* Tliis Houfe and Parliament, Sir, is his Majefty's greatcft, 
fafefl, and bed Council, A Seat in this Houfe is equal to 
any Dignity derivM from Pofts or Titles, and the Appro- 
bation of this Houfe is preferable to all that Power, or evca 
Majdly itfelf, can beftow : Therefore when I fpeak here as a. 
Minifter, 1 (peak as poffcffing my Powers from his Majefty, 
but as being anfwerable to this Houfe for the Excrcifc of 
thoie Powers. I have often, Sir, on other Occafions, pro- 
fd"sM my Rcadinefs to fubmit to the Juftice of my Country, 
and fhall chearfuUy acquiefce in the Judgment this Houfe 
fliall form of our Negociatlons i becaufe while I do that, 
I ara fare to fufFcr no Wrong. But, as the beft and moft e- 
qui table Intentions may be perverted by Mifrcprefcntation 
of Fafls, and as the inoft impartial Mind is fufceptible of 
Prejudice when artfully jnftiird^ [ hope it will be look'd 
upon as a proper Piece of Juftice done to mylelf, if I fhall 
endeavour, by Aating one or two Fafts, tofet thb AiFair in a 
Light that may remove all Objedlions, 

* The chief Confideration, Sir, that arifes from the prefent 
Queftion is, Whether, as Great Britain is now circum- 
ftanced, it had been more proper for the Government to 
have entcr'd into a bloody and unceruin War, or to lay 
fuch a Foundation for a Peace, as no Gentleman can Tega- 
larly pronounce is not a fafe and honourable Foundation. 
In order to confider this Queftion rightly, we mull take a 
View of the Advantages we could propofe to ourlclvcs in 
cafe of a War with Spain, and in cafe that War was even 
lo be fttccefiful. 

* I know that Gentlemen, who are otherwile very can- 
did upon this Point, are apt to imagine, from the military 
Glory of this Nation, that our Arms are invincible : And I 
own, Sir, that this is a moll prevailing Argument^ efpe- 
cially in a popular AlFembly- There h foinewhat in it, tiiat 
iijtters the Ambition which People gener.ilty entertain of 
acquiring Fame and Riches by the fame Means that raifed 
their Anccftors. In the Hillory of our Wars with Spain, 
we fee great Navies defeated, great Treafu re?, and ft ill great- 
er Gloriei, acquired by our Soldiers andS:itlors, But in the 
mean whiles w« never reflcft th4t the i^itujitiop of Aif^tirs 
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bfctwixt Britain and Spain is intireljf different from what tt 
then was. Spain at that Time was the Dread, was the En- 
vy of Europe i as ftie had then powerful Armaments^ which 
excited the Courage of the Brave, and Imnjenfe Treafures, 
all her own, that prompted the Avarice of the Rich. She 
had not one Ally in the World who bore her Good- will e- 
tjough to affift her with any Zeal, and her Views were fo 
dangerous, that her Enemies borrowed Courage from 
Belpair. 

* At prefent, Sir, if T maiy advance a Paradox^ her greateit 
Security lies in her vifible Weaknefs. The Prefervation of 
the Spanifti Monarchy entire and undifmember'd, has, for al- 
most an Age pafl, feem'd to be the general Inclination of 
all the Powers in Europe, becaufe, were the Riches that 
flow into Spain, to fall into the Hands of any other People^ 
the reft of Em rope muft foon be drajn'd of all its Treafure, 
Whereas, at prefent, there is fcarce any Nation in Kurope, 
who has cot a larger Property in her PlatcShips and Gal- 
leons, than file herfelf has. It is truc» all that Trcafure 15 
brought home in Spanilh Names, and the King of Spain ge- 
nerally impofes a large Indulto upon it ; but Spain herfell is 
no more than the Canal through whkk thefe Treafures are 
convey 'd all over the reJt of Europe, Should therefore 
we pretend to feize thefe Treafures, we could not fail to 
meet with a powerful Oppofition. Even our beift Allies^ Sir, 
I am afraid would look with a very indifferent Eye upon fuch 
a Step, and be the iirft that would enter their Complaints 
againtt it. 

* But I have heard it obje(9:ed,that if this is a good Reafon 
now for our not endeavonring to dillrefs Spain by intercepting 
her Treafures, the fame Reafon will always cxirt ; fince the 
other Powers of Europe will always have a Property in thefc 
Ships ; therefore there never can be a Time proper for us to 
do ourfelves Juftice in cafe we are denied it by Spain. I think 
this Argument rather plauhble than folid. For my own 
Part, Sir, I am of Opinion, that though this would not 
have been the proper Time for fuch a Step, yet it is not 
impoffible bat that x Time may come when fuch a Step 
may be proper and neceifary. But give me Leave to fay^ 
that this NeceiEcy can arife only from our fuffering more 
from the Violence and InjuHice of th£ Spaniards, than wc 
can fufFer from a Confederacy of all the reft of Europe U- 
king their Part. It never can be proper. Sir, for us to feize 
the American Treafures, until theirCourt fhallabfolutely deny 
us Juftice, and tell us in downright Terms, that (he is re~ 
folved to have no Regard to Treaties, and that (he k de- 
teimhed to do all ihc can to ruin our Trade, and 
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todidurb usinthePoflefiion of our AmericaoDomimons.Tfibe 
fliould praceed,Sir, to that Height of rnjuliice^we might very 
naturnlly condode, chat here our All was ac Stake ; th3t if 
we ihould look tamely on while oar American Commerce 
was rum'd^ qtir Eiifopeaii mull loon /ollow ; jor there is not a 
petty Republick, a petty Prince, In all Europe, who will 
pay any Regard to a People who fuJFer fuch Infolence» fuch 
InjuHice, h ithout re fen ting it i and that, if aJI our Trade is 
gone and ruin'd, the Nation 15 in effect undone- Therefore 
we have nothing in the worft Erent to fear, worft than what 
muft unavoidably happen if we fuffer this Treatment any 
longer. I (ky, Sir» when we fljall be brought thus iow, 
and when the Spanifti Tnfolence fhall run fo high as to ren- 
der this W.iy of Reafoningjuil and natural, then (3 the Time 
fbr us to venture upon fo bold, '1 had almoft called it fo 
defperate^ a Step as the feiziijg the Sp.inifli Treafures. Eut, 
will any Gentleman t?ike upon him to pronounce, that the pre- 
fent Jun<3:iire comes within this Defcripcion, or that its Cir- 
cumitances admit of any Parullel with thofe of the Time I 
have jtift now figur'd ? No, Sir ; Spsin, far from fupporting 
any jull Claims that are incotiff dent with the Intereit of this 
Nation, has ad-ually relinqujUied thofe ftie before fet tip : She 
has aftually, I (dy. Sir, relinqiaiflied Claims which ftie main- 
tained for thefe threefcore Years pill I believe [ may go 
iigher, I may fay, (he has now, by tivis very Conven- 
tion, reJinquiflied a Claim whlcK (he h.is maintained 
ever iince <he polTefs'J her American Dcitninioiis. But 
that h not all, fhe has not only given up this Claim, but 
has paid Damages for the Injuries which the Bricilh Subjects 
have fuffer'd, in confequence of her pretended Rights, as 
founded upon this Claim, This, Sir, is fuch a Point gain'd, 
that GenElemcn muftbe wilfully blind, if they don*tfee that 
any Adminillration in Britain mm ft hfive been mad, iad 
they defperritHy piimg'd their Country into a War, while it 
was In their Power to conclude a Peace, where this great, 
this decifive Concefljon was to ferveasthe Foundation. Upon 
what Grounds,Sir,conld we have proceeded to Fxtremities with 
Spain ? Had we pretended that, becaufe fomecJ our Merchants 
had fufferedby the Injulliceand Rapacioufnefsof herSubjcds, 
therefore we were refolved to be deaf to every other W'iiyof 
making wp theDiffercnce that follow'd upon this InjiilUce.thaii 
that of the Sword : Had wc made fuch a Det:liratJon,and luch 
a Declaration we mull bavcm^^de if we h:^d gone coWar,wouId 
not Spain have had a very plaufible Pretext for intereiUng (he 
other Powers of Europe in her Favour? Might fhe not then have 
told the FrcrchCourt, * It is true, fome of the Eritifii Mer- 
* chants fufferM by my Subjefts, but without my Rnowicdge, 
' and :ig inll my Intention ; but I was no Ibonej* inform d of 
Vw.V. Utt "Oja 
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' the true State of the Afiiir, than I offer'd her all im- 

* ginable Satisliaftion ; I even offered to iDdemoify the Mer- 

* chants for the Loffes they have fuftaired; I oflfer'd 

* to tie myfelf down to a ftri^t Obfervance of Treaties j but 

* it fecms that thefe Conoeflions do not anfwer the Views of 

* Britain. She therefore certainly entertains ibitie dangerous 

* Deftgn jfhe is forming fome Project that may be deftruttive 

* to your Intcreft, amd which I Ihall never b« able to difap- 

* point but by yout Means.' 

* This, Sir, I fay, would have been the Language of 
Spain, had the Adminillration here rejefted all her Offers, 
and tarn''d its Back upon the moft favourable Propofals. 
The Court of France, in the mean Time, fliews too plain- 
ly, by her own Condu£l, what her Senfe of the Matter is. 
She Ihews plainly that Ihc is of Opinion, the Spaniard* 
may feiic a Ship on the open Scaa, and that fiich a Ship, 
if concern'd in an unlawful Trade, may be brought into the 
Spaniih Port?, and there condemned. I fay, that France, 
15 plainly of that Opinion » beciufe we know that Ships be- 
longing to her were aiStually taken and confifcated by the 
Spaniards; nay. Sir, I can venture to affirm, that Seizures 
have been made of French VelTels, ss much in Violation of 
all Treaties and Juftice, as any Bricifh Subjeft ever yet had 
Reafon to complain of; but we never heard that France re- 
daim'd thofeShips.I don't know whether that happen'd becaufe 
her Minillry was of Opinion that thefe Seizures were jufti- 
liable, or bicaufe they thought it would be impolitic to cm- 
broil thcmfelves with Spain on account of any private Quar- 
rel. I don't at all deny, that we have fuffer'd a great deal 
more from the Spaniards than the French have ; but I men- 
tion this to inform the Houfe that, in all Appearance, the 
French would have been our Enemies, had we gone to War 
before we had treated ; and if we had rejected all Terms of 
Accommodation, or iniitled on thofe Terms that no People, 
not abfolutely reduced, would have granted. 

* Even the Dulch, Sir, who depend as much upon Trade 
as we do, have never thought fit to come to Extremities, 
tho' their SufFtrings are as great, ard as unjuftifiable, as 
ours are. They have been contented to make AppHcatiom, 
and repeat Remonftri-.nccs at the Court of Spain ; but we 
have never yet heard of their being able to obtain fo much 
as a Cedula to American Governon for the Reftitution of 
one Ship of theirs unjuflly feized. We, Sir, it is well known, 
have obtained many ; and if fome of them had not the dc- 
fifed EfFtifit, I am Convinced it was owing more to the Arts 
of the Governors themfelves, than to the Intentions of the 
Spanifh Court. * So that I cannot fee, upon what Foundation 
Gentlemen proceed^ when they reprcfent Britain as ujider an 
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■ AdminiAration fo weakjthat fhe has been for chefe twenty Years 

H |>aft forc'd to put up with the groiTeil Affronts and Injuries^wlth- 

^K out the leaJl Sacis^&ion or Reparation. Had the Dutch ob- 

^■tatned as much as we did even before this Convention, I 

^Vftm con vlnc'd, that they would have been pen feftly contented. I 

am conv^incM their Government would not have indulged the 

Complaints of private Traders fo far, as to make a public 

Enquiry, which might have occafion'd a Rupture ^ nor 

would their Minillers have infdkd on immediate Sacisfaftion.. 

They know too well. Sir, that very great Abufej are daily 

ojmmltted in the American Trade i they know too well that 

publicb Complaints and Remonilraiices might produce an 

Enquiry that would turn out no way in their Favour. 

* After what I have faid» Sir, k h to be imagin'd that 
any of our Neighbours would have been well plcafed, had we 

Ivall at once, without hearing, or at Icaft wclgliing the Terma 
^« propofed by Spain, come to Extremirics ? The French, Jo 
|Bi^r from countenancing fuch a Condu^ in us, would not, I 
Wam afraid, have been prevailed upon to remain neutral. And 
however Gentlemen may flatter themfelves, however great 
an Opinion they may entertain of the Power of thia Nation, 
we are not invincible. The French have Men ; they have 
Money j they have Allies to fupport them. The Spaniardi 
liave Revenge ; they have Pride ; they have Refentment to 
gratify. Gcntkmen won't find that it would have been an 
eafy Matter for us to have grappkd with both thefe Powers, 
fupportcd by fuch Advantages, and prompted by fuch Mo- 
tives. I believe our Land Forces are equal to any Body of 
Men in the World of the like Number ; but I liave not fo 
good an Opinion of them as to venture the Honour and In- 
terell of a whole Kingdom on the Bravery and Skill oi the 
fmaO Handful which we keep, agatnlt the v^Ji Bodies of 
well'difciplin*d Veteran Troops, which France and Spain la 
conjunflion can bring into the Fielc'. 

* As to the Dutch, they in all Probability would have 
been determined by the Condud of France, in cafe we had 
come to an open Rupture with Spain. Every Gentleman 
here is fufficiently fenfibic of the prefent low Circumftances 
of that Republick, The late glorious War left them pro- 
digioufly involved in Debtj this Debt obliged them to 
encreafe their TaJtcs, and disband all their Troops, 
excepting what arc abfolutely neccitkry to keep up 
their Garrifoni. Their Fleet lies in their Harbours in a 
very bod Condition, ^nd requires more Money than they 
can furnifti to rig it out. Befides, Sir, it would at this 
Time have been extreamly dangerous to herfelf, had 
ihe a£l:ed far an latere jl fcparate from that of the 
i-'reach « who have a fine Army on Foot, which 
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they can with almoft no Expenceor Danger inarch down into 
UolLnd. At ihis Tioie, Sir, the Emperor is fit> longer in 
a Condition to gJvean/ Diverfion that Way. His own Army 
and Finances arc in the utmoJt Ditbrder And the other Pow- 
ers, wliomay be incimr.bie to prevent iuch an Attempt, lie ^t 
too yreat a Dillance^ and have too ftrict Engagements with 
France, for us to expeCt any Divetfion from ihem. Thus, 
Sir, if we argue upon the Principles of Reafoo, it hunnan 
Forefight can determine any Thing, if the Ihongell Pro- 
bability* is CO hiive any Weight, it rauit have been impoli- 
ticly and impruf'ent in us to iiave hazarded a War, fo long as 
we had any Profptft of concluding an honourable Peace. 

* I ihall now beg Leave, Sir, to coniider what Effect a 
precipitate liedaration of War malt have nad at Home. In 
the firft Place, our whole Spanilh ^>a^Je mufi: have funk at 
once i our Portugal Trade mult have been gte.itly embar* 
raffed, and our American very much endiin^ered Suppofe 
that the Admin iftration had joined laft Seflion in rhe popu- 
lar Outcry for War i and that a vigorous Wiir w.:s atlu-^Jly 
entered into 5 Can av.y Gendemrtn fay tliatthls would h^ve ilupt 
the Mouth?; of choft who are refolved to find Fault jt any Rate ? 
In fucli an Event, may we not eafiJy imagine to ourielves that 
we hear ix violent OppoHtion M^n detlJmitig on the Bene- 
fics of Peace i tcilin^ tlie Wurld that a trading People ought 
by aJl manner ot means to avoid War ; that nothing is fo 
deftruflive to their Interells, and thai any Peace is pretcrable, 
even to a fuccefsful War I He might argtie, the Spaniards 
have offered fiiir and rcafonable Terms ; They have even 
oiFcr'd to indemnify our Merchj.nts for the Loffes they have 
fuliaincd. They have offer 'd an amicable Meeting to ad- 
jiilt all Points in Difference; they have offered to come into 
all reafonable Term b ; yet our Mlnillry, rather than Hften 
to what might have proved fo beneficial to th? NatiaHi has 
blundered into an expensive and hazardous War. 

* This, Sir, I owii would have been blundering; and thofe 
Gentlemen, once in their Life-time, in luch an Event, 
would h:ive ft ppljed that Term right. It requires no great 
Art, no great Abilities, in a hliniilerj to purfue fuch Mea- 
fiires as might make a War unavoidable. That is a very 
eafy Mattery but, Sir, how many Mi niters have you had* 
who knew the Art of avoiding War by making a fafe and 
an honoarLible Piiace f How many Kings, Sir, have you 
had, who knew how to make Choice of Inch Minifters? If 
thofe Gentlemun who are very fond of ParaDelj defire to know 
what Figure we make in the Affairs of Europe at preient, 
when comp;tred with the Figure which we made in former 
Times, lee them dip into our Hillory under James the 
Firilj a Reign, famous for Negociations and Treaties ; 
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Let them compa re. Sir, the Infoknce of Spain ac that a™* •* Jf-**- ^^ 



Time, with what it is now ; Let them compare 
the Refentmcnt we then ihewM^ with the Manner 
in which we have borne their laie Treatment. If any 
Gentleman will do this, and do it impartially, he will 
find that the very worft Treaty made under his prefent 
Majefty is more advantageous, and more honourable, 
than the bell that was made under that long pacific Reign. 
It will perhaps be thought that the Parallel ought to be run 
with the Days of Queen Elieabethj rather than with tho{e of 
King James. But, as I oblerved before, that is a very falfe 
deluiive Way of Reafoning. So many Qrcumftances con- 
curred to rnife the Reputation of that Princefi, that it is next 
to impoffible they fliould ever again meet in one Perfon, and 
at the fame Time, She had m do with Neighbours, every 
one of which was of a diiferent Intereil from another i By 
artfully fomenting their Differences, it was cafy for her to 
keep the Hiknce of Power in her own Hand, The many 
open and fecret Attempts made by Traitors at home upoa 
her Life and Crown, endeared her Perfon to her Subjefb j 
and her MinlHry, who found their own Interefts infeparably 
Connefl:ed with hers, run all Rifques in her Service, It ia 
true, they were great and wife Men, and they ferved a great 
and wife Miilrefs.But ft ill, Sir, give me )eave,tofay,thata great 
deal of tlie amaaing Suocefs that attended her Reign was 
owing to Fortune, Had not the Winds and Waves fought 
more eiFcflually for her at the Time of the Spanifli Invafion, 
th:in her Sailors and Soldiers, though It muil beown*d, they 
were very brave Men, I am zfnud the Chara£ber of her 
Reign would have fuJfered, and that not a little. The World, 
Sir, is very apt to judge of Meafures and Charadcrs by 
Events, and as Events depend on Fortune, it la the Part of a 
wife Minifter to leave as little as poflible to Fortune ; Too 
much mujl be left to her, even in the moil cautious Manner 
a Minillej can ad_ In the Negociation we are now confi- 
licring, Sir, had we afted in any other Manner than we 
have done, we mull in effed have left every Thing to 
Fortune, fince all the Reparation we could expcd, by any 
other Means than thofe of Negodatton, depends upon a 
Thoufand Accidents, and is liable to a Thoufand Difappolnt- 
ments. Therefore giv'e me leave fay. Sir, that the Succefs 
which one Miniftry hai met with from the Favour of For- 
tune, is no Reafon why another Miniftry Ihould tread the 
famedangeroui Paths, efpccially when tijey can compafs the 
fame Ends by the more fafe and more certain Way of 
Negociation, 

• Upon the whole, Sir, I will venture to fay that this 
I^cgociaiion has been the bcft conduaed, and the moll hap- 
pily 
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pily finifhed, of any we meet with in Hlflory. For we have 
not left the Payment of our Merchants to the Arbitration of 
CommiiBries, or Plenipotentiaries i we have not accepted of 
an Older upon any of their Chambers in Spain j but we have 
exprefly ty'd down his Catholick Majefty himfelf; we 
have obtained his great Seal as a Security for their Payment i 
and lo tender was his Majetty of his Sabje£ts Property, that 
his Miniitcrs refiifed to enter into any Negociation reladag to 
this Affair, till fuch Time as Reparation for theLoffes of 
our Merchants was fully and exprefly ftipalated. Such an 
exprefs and full Stipulation is obtained, to the great Confu- 
fion, I believe, and Difappointment of fome amongA us, 
who, rather than not fee their Country involved in a War^^ 
would be content that fhe were involved in Calamities, and 
embroiled with every one of her Neighbours, Thefe Dif-J 
pofitions are ipore dangerous to our Interells than all thfl 
Poice of Spain ; and it muil be owing to thefe Difpoficloml 
if the Endeavours of his Majeily for the Peace and Happi4 
nefs of Britain are rendered inefFeftitaL Ai yet we may 
thank Heaven, they had no other EfFeft than to unite th ' 
Friends of our moil happy Eltablifhment more firmly to 
gether ; and while they continue united, I hope the Ef 
of iVIalice and Faction will be always difappolnted, 

' But it is ib mew hat very furprizing. Sir, that this Addrtft 
ihould meet with fuch Oppofition ; for i don't fee any Thinfl 
jn it that can in the Icait preclude Gentlemen from, making 
what Glycdions they ple^fe to the Convention, when it fliaH 
be laid before them. We thank his Majefty for the Suc-^ 
cefs of his Royal Endeavours in concluding a Convention' 
whereby Reparation is obtained for his injur'd Subjefts, an< 
PJenipotentiaries appointed for regulating ali thofe Grie- 
vances that have hitherto interrupted our Commerce andj 
Navigation,and for removing all future Caufes of Gomplainl 
Are not all thefe very defirable Confequences of a Negocia 
tioQ I Is not Reps-ration for paft Injuries one of the tv 
Points we have always infilled on ! And what can be mon 
done towards obtaining Security againft fature Encroachi 
menis, than to remove all future Caufea of Complaints b/^ 
proper Regulations ? But, fay Gentlemen, this is only re- 
ferred to Plenipotentiaries, whereas it ought to have been 
pofitivc!y infifted upon, as a Foundation to all future Nego* 
ciations upon that Subject, that the Spaniards had no Right 
whatfoever to fearch our Ships upon the open Seas. Really, 
Sir, no Gentleman in this Houfe wojld have been better 
pieafed than I, had Spain thought fit to have given up this 
Point by a clear and pofitive Renunciation. But when two 
People treat upon an equal Foot, I believe it very hard to 
produce any loltance wherein one Party cguld be brought to 
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^ve an abfolutc Renanciation of a Point which they once in- *™*,1'^^; ^^ 
Med on as their Right, and to give fach a Renunciation too , 
even before it was To much as examined into, whether they 
had fuch a Right or not. The Spaniards have ufurped 
A Claim of fearching our Ships for many Years pafl i for 
many Years, Sir, before ihe prefent augull Family came to 
the Throne i for many Years before I was concerned in publicfc 
AiFairs : And are we to imagine that they will give up this 
CJaim by a pofitive Kenunciation,even before we give them 
any Reafon why it ought to be abplillied ? I fay. Sir, are 
we to imagine that Spaniards will do this, a People who are 
obftinately fond of Power, and even of the Shadow of it I 
a People fcrupaloufly attached to formal Enquiries and Dif- 
cuffions ? 1 do not know, whether after a War fuccefsfuUy 
carried on by us, we could have made them yield to any 
Treaty to which a pofitive Renunciation was to be the Pre- 
liminary- At leaf! I remember to have read, that notwith- 
Handing their being reduced to the loweft, the moll defpicablc 
Circumftances, at the Time the American Treaty was con- 
cluded ; yet all the Art, al! the Threatening, all the Repre- 
fentations of oar Court and Minillry at thatTiAie, could 
not induce them to confirm our Right to Jamaica by a pofi- 
tive Renunciation of that Ifland in our Favour. How an- 
reafonable then is it to cxpc£it that Spain woald have heAr- 
kened to any Accommodation, where it was laid down as 
a Preliminary, that Ihe fhould give up a Claim which (he 
kad immemorially poflefs'd» and which fhe lookM upon, 
perhaps, as abfolutcly necef^ry to the Prtfcrvation of her 
Intereft in America I 

* Thus, Sir, I have, I hope, fet this Important Objedion 
in a clear Light, I don't know what Effedt it may now 
have upon Gentlemen, but the Reafons I have given againft 
the preremptoiy Method of Proceeding had fuch a Weight 
with me, that I did not make the lealt Difficulty in agree- 
ing to this Convention. I will venture to fay, that when it 
was concluded, I thought it my Happjnefs that the Nation 
would look upon the Influence I have in the Government as 
one of the principal Means that brought it about. Nay, I 
fliould not be forry if it was looked upon as 3. Meafure en- 
tirely my own. But, Sir, whether this Convention is a 
good or a bad Meafure, a few Days will determine. Whatever 
Jiidgment this Houfe may think fit to pafs upon it, [hope the 
Addrcfs, as mov'd for without the Amendment, will he agreed 
to. We have great Reafon to believe that this Convention 
is for the Honour and Intereft of the Nation ; we have a* 
yet no Reafon to believe the contrary, and therefore no 
Reafon to oppofethis Addrefs. LaftSeflion, Sir, I remember 
that I undertook to be aufwerabk for the Meafures which 
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the Government fliall purfue wliile I have the Honour to brf 
a Minifter, I am prepared to make good my Promire. I 
defire no more than a fair Hearing; and this I Lope will not 
be deny'd me. But, Sir, if Gentlemen may, by agreeing 
to the Amendment, raife a Prejudice without Doors again it 
the Convention, and perhaps with fuch a Ferment, as would 
in I he Event give them great Uneaiine is; in fuch a Cafe, 
many who, I know, are otherwife Friends of the Government, 
would be forry to find themfelves inftramentat in heating the 
People to fuch a Degree, as to admit of no Rcafoning ypoa 
this Subjeift, and thereby render a War unavoidable. Such,, 
Sir, I am afraid would be the Confequcnce of our agreeing' 
to this Amendment ; and it is a Confequence which every' 
Man who underftands, and defires to promote die Intereft 
his Country, wifhes to fee avoided,' 
George Lyttelton Efqi * 

Sir, 
* I am very ready to agree, with the honourable Gentle- 
man, that Pollcrity will judge of the Figure which Britain 
makes in the Affairs of Europe from her Behaviour at thi*' 
Jundure; There is no Doubt that if we have entered into a 
Scandalous Negociation with Spain, Pollerity will think that 
we have a very weak MJniftry. Bet let the late NegocJa- 
tiom that have been carried on with that Court be never fo 
honourable for this Nation, I am afraid Pollerity will not 
be perfuaded that we are at prefent blefled with a very firm 
diJintereiled Miniflry. Taking the right honourable Gen- 
tleman's Account of this Negociation to be genuine, and 
that we have made a fafe and an honourable Convention, I 
believe ^ofterity will be apt to enquire by what Means, by 
whofe MfLnagement, the Reputation and Power of Britain 
were funk fo low as to be forced, after fuffering a S*;rie3 of 
Infults and Injuries during almoft zo Years, to Ehink herfclf 
happy in procuring Common Juftice to her Subjeds from s. 
Power a! ways found inferiour to her own. Poilcrity, I am 
afraid. Sir, will be at a Lofs to account for the Management 
that reduced Great Britain fo low as to be obliged, even be- 
fore fhe could obtain this bare Piece of Juftice, to fit out a 
Fleet at a vafl Expence, to fend this Fket abroad, to keep it 
on the Coafts of Spain, and at la ft, to take up with a Con- 
vention, wherein no Regard has been had to all this vaft Ex- 
pence, and not a Shilling ilipulated to defray it. Sir, I think 
that when the honourable Gentleman was dilplaying his Im- 
partiality and Candour, he ihould have favoured iSeHoufc 
with his Thoughts in what Manner Pofterity will account 
for all thefe Circumftances, without taking it for granted, 
that fome Part of the Blame lies at the Door of our Miniflry. 
* SesretMry U Ui Htyal Hightefs tht Fnnse ff Wales* 

' The 



3 



* The fame right honourable Gentleman, in ftating his *""","j?^'' "• 
Arguments againlt the Amendment, faid, that allHiflcry 
could not furnilh an Jtiftance wherein a People not only 
own'd themfelves in ihe Wrong, but aftually paid Da- 
mages. I cannot Tay, Sir, that I can a I prefent bring 
particular Fafts and Parallels to difprove this Ai~ 
fertion { but I dare fay there is no Gentleman ever fo little 
Tcrfed in Hiftory, who does not know that there ii nothing 
more common than for one Nation to indemnify another for 
the Expcncc of a War, or even the Preparfitlons of a War. 
Let us confider, Sir, how either of thefe Cafes differi from 
what lately was the Cafe betwixt us and Spain, We were 
not, it is true, in a State of open War j fo far from it, that 
the Spaniards were, during the Time of their moil violent 
Depredations, our faithful Allies j we carefl^ed them, anti 
they were fo very obliging to us, that they accepted of all 
the Offices of Friendfttip and Kin^inefs^ which we fo pro- 
fufely hcap'd upon them. They were even fo civil aa to ac- 
cept of our Afliftance in placing a Son of their Family upon 
the Throne of an independent Kingdom i but in the mean time 
they took care not to give us one Opportunity of fliewing oui 
Complaifance in the fame Manner^ I need not defcend into 
Particulars j Gentlemen, J believe, have not forgot what was 
proved at the Bar of this Houfe laft Seflion ; they have not 
forgot the Inhumanities and Infuhs prat^lkiied on &ur Fellow 
Subjeds by this haughty Neighbour. Now, Sir, will the right 
honourable Gentleman (ay, that becaufe the Spanifh Bar- 
barities and Injuries were committed at a Time when we 
were not only at Peace with them, but ihewing them the 
moft exceflivc Marks of Friendftiip, therefore it was unpre- 
cedented that they (hould make any pecuniary Acknowledg- 
ments for our real Damages ? Will he pretend that our Mi- 
nifters, for that (ame Reafon, ought not to have infilled on 
having fomc Reparation for the Injuries our Sailors have re- 
ceived in their Perfons, and Tome Satisfafiion for the wound- 
ed Honour of this Nation ? JLct us fuppofe, Sir, that we had 
fhew'd our Refentment by repelling Force by Force, and 
that we had, as we ought to have done, enter'd immediate- 
ly into a vigorous War. We IhaU fuppofe. Sir, that an 
Accommodation wasfet onfootj and Plenipotentiaries on both 
Sides appointed. I Ihall in that Cafe appeal lo every Gentle- 
man, who knows the leall either of the HirtOry of hJs 
own or any other Country, if the Spaniards could have 
objeded to us, that our being indemnify^, not only for 
our preceding Damages, but even for our Expcnces of 
the War, was wnufu^il and unprccftlented. It is a 
Claim that is made almoft in every Negociation that fol- 
lows upon a War, and is commonly admitted. Now, Sir, 
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if this IS the Cafe^ what becomes of the extraordinaiy 
Merit of this Negockdoti in obtaining this boa fled Repara- 
tion for our Merchants Damages S I am afraid, Sir, Pof- 
terity will think we are fo far from having obtained what we 
could not have expected, that we have not obtained what'^ 
we might have juftly claimed. If we were not at War. S 
with Spain, Sir, during all ihefe Tranfadtions, it is fo much 
the worfc for our Negociators j for that is the very Reafcaai, 
Sir, why our Claims ought to have becathe morcextenfivc, 
and our Satisfa&ion the marc ample. 

« However, Sir, I entirely agree with the honourable fl 
Gentleman when he faid, that if we look over all the Hif' ™ 
tories of Europe, we fhall not find one People paying Da- 
mages to another in theManner (the honourable Gentleman 
murt mean) ftipulated by this Convention, I believe we fhall 
not» Sir, becaufe if we look over all thefe Hiftories, we 
ihall not find any Parallel to this Convention, itfelf. We 
fhall not find that any People, without (hewing the leallRe- 
fentmentj but In the Memorials of their Miniflers, have 
tamely for fo long a Time born fuch Treatment, and that 
their Miniftry were at kft fatiified with a Convention, 
wherein no more than bare Reparation for the real Da- 
mages of their Subje^s was flipulated. His Majefly, in- 
deed, has told us in his Speech, that Plenipotentiaries are » 
meet and fettle every tiling upn the Foot of Treaties 
fubfifting betwixt the two Crowns, Is this, Sir, fo mighty 
a Point gairted, that we are to treat with Spain upon an equal 
Foot ? The fimple Confideration of this* Sir, is in my 
Opinion a full Anfwer to all that the right honourable Gen- 
tleman nas advanced. He has allowed that our Wrongs 
have been very great, and he fays that our SatiafkiiioB 
ought to be adequate to our Wrongs. 

• Now, Sir, as it is undoubted that we ha\'e furred 
greatly, I own that I don't think myfelf at Liberty to approve 
in any Shape, of the Meafures that have been purfued for 
obtaining m Satisfaction, till my Judgment is fufRcJently in- 
formed that thefe Meafures have been both expedient and 
fuccefsful. When the Convention ihall be laid before us^ 
if it then appears that the Nation has received ample Satls- 
fa(Sion for her LofTea and Injuries, I fhall be willing to vote 
not only for a zealous Addrefs of Thanks to his Majefly , but 
that the Thanks of this Houfc iliall be returned to his Mi* 
nifters. Butat prefent I can challenge any Gentleman to 
fhew, from the Speech we have heard, that the Nation has 
by this Conirention obtained one ConceiBon in Favour of her 
Trade and Navigation, excepting that Spain is vvi 
tfcat. A very great ConccfSon indeed I 
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• I cannot take my Leave of this Subjcd, Sir, without *™**/j|f "■ "-^ 
making fome Obfcrvations upon what fell from the right ho- 
nourable Gendeman, with regard to what he laid of the 
Reign of James the'flrll. That Reign was the poorefl:, the 
weakeft, and the moft dilgraceful in the Englifh Hiftory : 
And what have they to an{wcr for, Sir, who have reduced 
this Reign fo low, as to admit of a Parallel with that of 
James the firft ? This Convention, Sir, from all wc yet 
bnow of it, may one Day fwell the Charge again ft thofe 
who have brought us to this Pafs ; and, till I am more tho- 
roughly acquainted with Its teal Merits, I am entirely 
againft taking any Notice of it at all.' 

Sir John Hind Cotton. 
Sir, 

' I ftiould be glad if the right Hon. GentlemaOj who sitloiiiiHiaicottoi 
Jpoke laft againit the Amendment, would inform the Houfe 
what greater Security we have for the Performance of this 
Convention than we have had for the Per{brm;ince of every 
Treaty we have forthefe twenty Yeajs pall entered into with 
Spain, I fpeak this upon the Suppofition that the Convention 
is in our Favour, and that it anfwers all the jufl Demands of 
the Nation. The right honourable Gentleman faid, indeed, 
that we had now obtained the Great Seal of Spain. Really, 
Sir, I believe the Great Seal of Spain to be a very pretty 
Thing ; I believe we have obtained fo me what that may do 
very well to divert a Boy or a Girl i but I don't fee how the 
Great Seal of Spaia can be any greater Security to us for the 
Prefervation or Recovery of our Rights, than what we had 
before by the Treaties in Force. Was not the Great Seal 
of Spain affix'd to all thefe Treaties ? Do we iind that the 
Spaniards pay any Regard to it ? And has the right ho- 
nourable Gentleman given the Houfe any one Rcafon why 
we fhould believe that they will pay any Regard to this Con- 
vcntion,fuppofiiig it is in our Favour? Therelore Sir, till lam 
informed in what Manner the Rights of this Nation are better 
fecured by this Convention than they were by former Trea- 
ties, I muil be for the Amendment.* 

Sir John Barnard. 

I < I ihall not detain the Houfe, as it is now late, in entering Sk joka Birjunt. 
very far into the Merits of this Convention ; but I cannot 
help obferving that it feems to me to be a very extraordinary 
Mcafuic, AlJ I can find that has been done by it, is a Suni 
of Money obtain'd for our private Merchants. Every Thing 
Te is referred to & future DtfcuHion, whofe Event is very 
icertaia. It is true, that this Addrefs, as it Hands 
without the Amendment, feems to point out, it gives at 
Uait fomc Hinti of what will be the Bufmef* of tliele Gcn- 
X 3C 3 demen 
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tlfmeii the Plenipctentiarie* when they meet. It 'is there 

faid, Sir, ihat they are appointed for regulating Grievances 

and Abafcs. I have many Times heam of removing Gric- 

vanees, but I think this the firfi: Tijne I have met with fuch 

|HK an Expreffion as regulating them. The Regulation of Grie- 

^K vanees rauft imply that fome Conveniency attends them, and 

^H therefore it is proper tbey Ihould exiil, provided they are 

^Tl»e Addrtft ctTTierf regularly impoftd. Therefore, Sir, I own that I cp.nnot 

wuhnui the Amend- confetit to our infcrting any fuch Expreflion in an Addreft 

"•^'* from this Houfe to the Throne.' 

©;,fif,onYeM JJ9, The Qaeftion being put, the Addrefs was upon a JDivi- 
K«,^i4j. iTjqjj carried without the Amendment; Ayes 250, Noes 141. 

Fehruatf. 5, Mr. Speaker reported to the Houfe his Ma- 
I jefty*s Answer to their Addrpfs ; wtiich was as follows : 

Gentlemen, 
'* T return you my Thanks ibr this dutiful and loyal 
*• \ Addrefs, and you may be affurcd, that I will ufe my 
** beft Endeavours to bring this important Affair to a fpeedy 
** and happy Condufion.'' 

Fe&ruary, 5. The Honfc Came to the following Refbla^ 
tions, viz. 

That an humble Addrefs be prefcnted to hIsMajefty, that 
he will be gracioufly pleafed to give Direftions that there be 
laid before this Houfe, I. Copies of all Reprefen tat ions. Me- 
morials, or Petitions, made to his Majefty, or his Secretaries 
of State, fince the Treaty of Seville, relating to any Loflcs 
fuftained by his Majefty's SubjeAs^ by Depredations com' 
mittcd by the Spaniards in Europe a,nd America, which 
have not already been laid before this Houfe. 

J I. Gjpics of all Reprefcntations, Memorials, or Pettdom« 
made to the Commifltoners for executing the Office of Lord 
His^ Admiral of Great Britain, or Commiffioners for Trade 
a.nd Plantations, fitice the Treaty of Seville, relating to any 
Lcriffes, tif/upra^ 

111, Copies or Extra^s of any Letters from any of the 
Britiih Governors in America, his Ma]efty*3 Miniilers in 
Spain, and Coi|fuIs iij Europe, to the Secretaries of State, 
Commiflioners for execoting the Office of Lord High Admi- 
ral of Great Britain, or Commiffioners for Trade and Plan- 
tations, fince the Treaty of Seville, relating to anyLoiTes, 
utjiipra. 

J V. Copies or Extra^ of any Letters from any Cominan- 
ders in chief, or Captains of his Majefty-s Ships of War, 
to the Secretaries of State, CommiiHoners for executing the 
Office of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain, or Com- 
miffiontrs for Trade and Phnt:irions, relating to any Loffes 
fuflaincd by hisM-'jefty'sSubjedtifinice the Tf easy of Seville, 
by Depredaiions, utjupis, T^^*l 
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■ Then Mr, Sandys fpokc to the following Effeft ; 
Sir, 
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* The Refolutjom which this Hoafe has now come to,, are in Mr, auvifi. 
vny Opinion extremdy proper Jt is very proper that we iliould 

fee al! that has been offered from our Merchants by way of 
Complaint, or Reprefentation Co the Government fin ce the 
Treaty of Seville, relating to the Spanifh I>cpredations. 
Jt is likcwife very proper we Ihould know what Reprcfen- 
tations have been made by our Governors, Minillers and 
Confub abroad, upon the fame Stibjed ; and likewife every 
Thing that may have corae from our Admirals, or Captains 
of Men of War, But give me Leave to fay. Sir, that now you 
have come to all theie RelTolutionSj you are but half thro* 
what you ought to do upon this Occafion ; the molt impor- 
Unt Pdrt is IHlt behind, and that k our knowing what Mea- 
fares have been purfued in Anfwer to tbefe fcveral Applica- 
tions and Reprefentattons. Without our knowing this. Sir, 
it is impoifible for us to judge either of the Sincerity and 
Diligence of our own MiniHry at home, or how far the 
Infolence and Injufliceof the Spaniards have reached abroad. 

• All thefe Pdnts muft be fully and clearly comprehended 
by this Fioufe, before we can venture to proceed in giving 
our Opinion upon this Convention, which hia MajeRy has 
been pleafed to acquaint us of, and to promjfe that it 
ihall be fpcedily laid before us. If from what fhall appear 
upon the Face of the Papers I intend now to move for, our Mi- 
niilers have done every Thing to prevent a War, without 
facrjficing anj* Part of the national Honour or Intereft i if it 
fiiall appear that they have ilated the Differences betwixt 
Spain and us, in a true Light to chat Court ; if ic Ihall appear 
that they have given the Spaniards no Encouragement, by 
their dilatory and irrefolute Way of Proceeding, to infill 
upon their own Terms, and to go on in ruining our Traile 
and Navigation; J fay, Sir, if all this ihould appear, we 
can eaiily determine upon the Merits of this Preliminary 
Treaty, which we have accepted of. The Stipulations 
contained in it ought to be founded upon the Jultice of the 
Churns of either Party ; but if thefe Claims never have 
been made, or if they have been Ihamefully given up on our 
Part, and if this Cordud ha5 encouraged the other Party, to 
oblige us to accept of a Preliminary, indeed of a definitiire 
Tre;:ity, then the Qiiciiion with us, ought not to be how far 
the Spaniards, but how farour Minifters are to blame. 

' Bcfides, I cannot conceive that the Papers, which yon 
have already rcfolved to addrefs for, can be of any Manner 
of Service to us, or indeed that they can be intelligible to 
the Houfe, unlets we thall fee the Inllru^flions chat have b«en 
jlent from hence to our Govcrnori, Officers and Miniltcra 

abroad i 
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***i7*>S' " abroad j becaufe a great Number of fiie Complaints and Re- 
p re fentati on 3 contained in the Papers, which you aretoaddrefe 
for, muft refer Co, and fometimes be fotroded on the Nature 
of thefe Inftrudiona, Therefore I will be fo free as to own^ 
that I ihall not be at the Pains fb much sa to look into an^ 
of |he Papers we have refolved to addrefs for, unlefe I fhall 
fee at the fame Time the Papers, for which I intend now to 
move ; and I ftiall think it very fufpicioos, if any Gentleman 
ihall oppofe fuch a Motion ; becaufe I am fure that there 
can be no Harm, in a BrJtiih Houfe of Par!iament''s feeing 
all the Papers relating to any Tranfadion that is paft» which 
have gone chro' the Hands of Brltifh Minifters. Therefore* 
S'lTy I take the Liberty to move, 

* That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majcllyp 
that he would be graciouAy pleafed to give Directions for 
laying before this Houfe, Copies of all Letters written, and 
Inftraflion^ given by the Secretaries of State, or Commiflio- 
ners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of 
Great Britain, to any of the Governors of the Britifh PJan- 
tations in America, or any Commander in chief, or Captaini 
of his Majeily's Ships of War, or his Majeily*s Minifter at 
t^e Court of Spain, or any of his Majefty's Confnis in Eii- 
rop •, fince the Treaty of Seville, relating to any LoiTes fuf- 
taincd by his M:!Jefty*3 Subjefis, by Means of Depredations 
committed by the Subjects of the King of Spain in Europe or 
America, which have not already been laid before this Houfe.' 

Horatio Walpole Efq; «^ 

* The prefent Motion feems to contain two feparatc Ar- 
ticles, and I Ihail beg Leave to offer my Reafons to the Houfe^ 
why I diffent from both. One relates to the Letters and In- 
ftruftions fent to our Miniiters at the Court of Spain, our 
Confuls in that Kingdom, and our Governors in Amcri 
and the other to thole lent to oar naval Officers. As to tl 
firll , Sir, I hope Gentlemen, before they agree to this M 
tion, will confider, that in fuch DiffL*reaccs as fubfUted latel; 
betwixt our Court and that of Madrid, a Miniiler is furni, 
not only with publick but private Inftruftions, and the; 
private Jn(!r?<aions commonly contain Things no Way pro- 
per to be communicated to the Court where he refides. It 
has been many Times known in Negociations, that a Mi- 
ni ftcr has been inftrm£led publickly to in(ift on very high 
Terms, and yet has had private Inftruftiona to abate very 
miich of thefe Terms, provided he could obuJn an Equiva- 
lent, or compafs a favourite View of his Court. ^M 

* I don't know. Sir, whether this is or is not the Ca&™ 
with regitrd to the Inftru£tions fent to our Minifter at Ma- 
drid, becaufe I uevcr h.%d any Concern in our Tranfailions 

with 
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with that Court ; but, SJP, it k both very pofllbk and very Avu> i«.g«, ^ 

probable that it may be the Cafej and if it is, hia Majefty '""'**■ 

will no doubt have very good Reafon to be offended at an 

Addrefs, which, fhould he comply with it, might hy open 

the moft private Tranfa^ions of his Ca.binet, arwi difcovcr 

Secrets that ought, for the Good of this Kingdom, to be 

concealed But the prefent Motion, not only includes In- 

ftruftions given by ourMiniflry and Admiralty to ourFleni- 

pocentiariea at the Court of Spain, but likewife to all our 

Coufuls and Governors of our Settlements abroad. This 

might be attended with very bad Confecjuences to the trading 

Part of the Nation . Gentlemen know very well, that* in 

cafe of a Rupture betwwt Spain and us, the Spanilh Court 

immediately confifcates the Effects of our Merchants refiding 

tb^re. It has therefore been always thought proper to let 

our Confuls know, either by our Minittry here, or our 

Minifter at Madrid, that as foqn as the Differences becwixt 

tJie two Courts ihall arrive at fuch a Crifi^, and not before, 

they are to give the Merchants notice to make the bell of 

their Way with their EfFcds. Now, fhodd fuch an Xn- 

firuflion as thb come to the Knowledge of the Spaniards, it 

is a kind of Watch- word to put ^hera on their Guard, and 

mull unavoidably occafton the ruiu of Thousands of our Sub- 

jeds. It muft have another bad Eflitft, Sir, bjUettiug the 

Spaniards know the Ultimatum of pur Demand* and Con- 

cefljoni, and the Kingdom may thereby be dcpriv'd of many 

Advantages which fhe might leap, were no fach Difcover/ 

m^de. 

* I fliall now examine the Propriety of this Motion, lb 
far as it lelatea to the Inltroflions given by the Government 
here to our Admirals and Captains. Tfcefe Tnilmflions, Sir, 
arevery probably yet unfuIfiUed,and it would be doing a very 
imprudent Thing, Jhould we put it out of the Power of our 
Officers abroad to fulfil them ; which mull be the Cafe if they 
are now difcovcrM to the Public. Befide^, there is nothing more 
cafy than to find Fault. Oi^e^ionsmay be raifcd to the beft 
concerted Plan that ever was laid down, and the Approbation 
which it meets with generally depends upon the Event. 
Therefore, Sir, it ought not all to furprlze Gentlemen, if 
they whofe Charafters, perhaps their Lives and their For- 
tunes, depend upon the Succefs of thefe Schemes, oppofe the 
Motion. On the other band, it muii be fujpriaing to thofe 
without J>oors,as well as to us within, to hear that fuch a Mo- 
tion ha& been roadc in this Houfe. Have not the Mlnifters 
been cried out again jl for not eattring into vigorous Mea- 
furcs, as they arc aJlcd ; and Ihould we agree to this Mo- 
UoD» doaV we take i!ie mqA cffedual Mecfiod to difable 
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*fl» i»^<5»' "■ tHew from purfuitig any Meafurc with Vigour ? J aih ikf 
from denying, that the Motion we are now conJidcring^ 
would be a pfoper Motion, if all Danger of a War wcrcdver, 
and if we had concluded a definitive Treaty with Spain ', 
Were that the Cafe, there would be no Incooveniency in 
Our addreJTing for thefe Papers, becaufe there would be no 
farther Ufe for the Inftruftions contirn'd in them. But, 
that h far fi:om being the Cafe at prefent. The Treaty th 
IS concluded is a Frefiminary^ and the Conclufionof a defic 
tive Treaty depends upon our Unanimity and Refolution 
purfue the fame vigorous Meafurcs chat we would have don 
had this Preliminary never taken pi ice. Bat, Sir, give m 
Leave to fay, that if wefhould agree to this Motion, wc put 
ourfclves under an Inca[acity of purfuing thefe Meafures, be- 
caufe we expofe them to the Public, and thereby give 
Spain and her Allies an Opportunity of defeating them, 

* There is ftill another Inconvenjency which muii arife 
from our agreeing to the prefent Motion. We arc to con- m 
£der. Sir, that chough the Stipulation for our Merchantv^l 
Redrefe is a pofitivc Stipulation, yet that the Performance of 
It is in reality but eirentual, I don't mean that there is any 
Ambiguity in the Terms of that Article in the Convention,.j 
or that any Event can happen which will juftify the Court ofj 
Spain in rflfufing to pay the Sam there fpecify*d ; but we all | 
know very well* that Princes are often determin'd by Inte- 1 
reft, witiiout Regard to the ftria I^w5 of Juftice and Equity, 
Now, if OUT expoling thefe Papers (hould &fteih embroil u* I 
with Spain i if ,ftie fhould imagine, upon being informed of 1 
their Contents, that ftie could prevent our diftrefllng her in [ 
the fame Manner we mtghc have done had they been kept 
fecret ; in fuch an Event, Sir, who can anfwer foi- it that 
(he will not create Pretexts and frivolous Excufes, to put off ] 
the Payment of the ftipulated Sum ? I am fure, I have hcarxi 
that Court chargM in this Houfe withasgrofa Violations of 
her Faith, and I dare iay that if our agreeing to this Motion 
were to have that EHeft, Gentlemen would think that they 
had a great deal to accufc themfelves of. 

• In the mean time, I am far from thinking that there 
will be noOccafion for our feeing any Papers at all before we 
come to a Refolution with rc^rd Co the Convention. I know 
we fhall Imve Occafion to lee a great many, and we have 
no Reafon to doubt that his Majefty, as he has ordered the 
Convention to be laid before us, will likewife order thofe Pa- 
pers to be communicated to the Houfe which arc proper for 
us to fee. But, Sir, I think we ftiould aft with greit Pre- 
cipitancy, fhould we addrefs for any Papers that may dr&w 
a Refufd from his Majeily, and may iKtcafion an [nt«r. 
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I fupljoft oF cliSt Iftuon bet^'lxt bis M.^jefty and this tloufej Aftnp ti Ge6, 

fhkh in the f refent Junaurfe of Affairs jis our bcft and ^^^^y^^s^ 
eateA Security. 
Sir Johli Eimard. 
Sir, 
' r hivt fate tbng enough in the Houfe to hear mnr.y De- *^ J^"* ^"*^ 
bates on this Head, but JL never knew one good EWd^ at- 
tend our giving a Negative to a Motion of this Nature. Did 
Experience tell us, that the Councils of a. Minilhy have been 
always more advantageoas to the Nr:tion than the Refolutions 
of Pariiaraient ; had this Nition never found the Misfortune of 
bcMng governed by a Minillry, who preferred their own Inttrcft 
to her Honoar ; had there nevef been an Inltance when 
the Jnterfiofition of Purl lament refcned the Nation from the 
wicked Effc^s of M.il admmiftraUonj then might I have 
had fomuch Confidence in the prefent Miniilry^ ;t£ to sgree 
in my Sentiments with the honourable Gentlemen who fpoke 
laft. But, I have ften the Coraphtfance of I'arliament to 
the Miniftry attended with fo many bad Efftfts, especially 
of hte, that I think it is high Time for us to our alter our 
Meafurcs, and to judge from what we fee, and not from 
what we hear. 

* I own a!l that has been (aid rather confirms me to 
agree to the Motion, than bther^vife AI! that the honourable 
Gentleman hns faid, in my Opinion smounts to this, that the 
Paper?, now jnov'd to be addreft'd for, relate to an un- 
finifhed Negoci:iticra, and therefore k will be doing an In- 
dignity to his Mr.jeJly to addrefs for thefe Papers ; that it 
might likewife put Spajn on her Guard, Ihould the Miinner 
in which we are to attack them come to their Know- 
ledge ; &nd thereby the Ends of the Convention might be 
frullratcd. 

• The very Reafon why this Morion ought to be agreed to, 
19 becaufe thefe Papers relate to a Negpciation that isliil! in 
Dependancc. Had the Negociarion been finilhed, the Rea- 
fons for our agreeing to tiiis Motion would not have been 
Bear fo ftroag with me is they are nbw But. Sir, I have 
not heard yet any one Reafon given, why the jull Exi-efta- 
tions of Parliament and the People have not been snfwered, 
and why we are not at prefent m a State of Certainty tt-itiv 
•regard to our Differences with Spain ; vhy we are not car- 
rying oti either a vigorous W;ir, or reaping the Adv.mt'pes 
'of an honourable Peace. Thefe are Con fid sr at ions that offet 
to me, previous to u!l othsr Confidera lions. When once 
this Houfe is fati^fied in thefc Potnt:^, it will be eiiiy for us 
to come to a RefoluHon as to every other Point due rrlites 
!o this Affair. But thcfe are Points we never can come to the 
Knowledge of withoatour feeing, in the hril Place, the Paper* 
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n-' now moved tobc addrefled for. I lay. Sir, in theftrft Place; 
for if our Admirals and Captains have had no Orders to a(& 
with Vigour ; if our Confals and Governors have had no 
Inftmftions t» ftand by tke Rights of this Nation at all 
Events ; or if they have been inftr uited, to wink at the Cala- 
mities of their Fellow-SuhjeilCSp and, as many fufpe^, to 
connive at the Barbarities inflifled on them i then. Sir, the 
Houfe mu ft be Jed into another Entjuiry^ by what Meatis it 
has happened thut fuch a Conduft has been obferved, Wie 
are then no longer to wonder why the Spaniards have not 
been brought Co do us Judice, and why our Merchants are 
itill expofc to the Infults of their Enemies. 

* If, Sir, there had been any Compariibn betwixt our 
Strength and that of the Enemy, if the Spaniards had had 
the Icall Pretext in Jnfticc or Equity for the Barbarities in- 
flifled on the Subjetb of this Nition, fome Ejfcufes might 
have been pleaded from the Imprudence of hazarding our 
Strength and Reputation on a doubtful Event ; fome Excufc, 
Sir, might have been, pleaded from the InjuJlice o£ fupport- 
ing Claims that are Inconriftent with the Trea-ties and the 
Law of Nations. But, fince we are as evidently fuperior in 
Strength, as in the Juftice of our Caufe, the Reafonsof our 
Forbearance fiuce laft Seflionj and our accepting this Con- 
vctition, mult be attributed to fame Caufe of which the 
Parliament ought to bt the Judges, and which, I am afraid* 
the Parliament alone can remove, A re we forever to truft 
to the Courage and Honefty of our Miniftry ? Are we never 
40 interpofe, and let his Majelly know the Senfe of the Na*| 
tion ? Have we for thefe 20 Years paft ever offered otir Ad- 
vice to the Throne upon any doubtful Exigency ? Have 
not as often as luch Advice was propofed, been told, tl 
we had no Reafon to doubt the Prudence and Zeal of the' 
Miniilry j that it was ^n AiFront upon his Majdly for us 
to interpofe in thofe Points where the Crown by its Preroga- 
tive was to be the fole Judge. Let Gentlemen, Sir, h 
over the Hillary of EngUnd, and they will find this is 
^Language that has brought on all the Inconveniencies whii 
we have felt. This is a Language that honeft Miniilers never 
ufe i it is the Language that wife lilinillers rcjedt. Hondl 
'Minifters would be glad of having an Opportunity to take 
Advice, better Advice than it Is poffible for them to give i 
and wife Miniilers never think themfeJvesfo happy as when 
they have the Advice of Parliament, to give a Sajn^ion to 
their Proceedings, 

' As to the putting the Spaniards on their Guard, f ant 
not fo much cither of a Soldier or a Sailor^ as to pretend to 
determine preclfely what Weigh: may be in that Objection : 
But I have read a. little, and have heard a great deal with 
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f«gard to fht ManagemenE of a War betwixt m and the Spar 
niards ; And, (b fer a* I may be allowed to judge, there is 
but one Way in whkh we can poffibly attack them, and that 
is by Sea, We have already fatally experienced the EfFef^s 
of a iAnd War with Spain. It was indeed attended with 
Glory ; it was attended with Succefs ; but. Sir, it wns at- 
tended with anExpence which we feci to this Day There- 
fore I think it is quite out of the Qudilion to fuppofe that any 
roilitary Operations of ours againft Spain, which were to 
have taken eftft by land, fhould be difcovered by our a- 
greeing to this Motion, I: is pofTible that we tn^y difcover 
by it, whether our Government dcfign to a^ in earncft. 
But I can fee very little Advantage Spain can reap from this, 
though I think I fee a great Benefit which muH arife from it 
to Britain, 

* We can never imagine. Sir, that the Spaniatds have 
been fo ftupid as not to take all poiTible Precautions to defend 
thcmfclves in cafe of a Rupture, They know very well, I 
believe every Gentleman in this Houfe, every Jifan of com- 
mon Senje without Doors knows, where and in whsi Man- 
ner we can attack her, if we are in Earneft. Therefore, Sir, 
1 think it is of very little Confctjucnce whether the Spaniards 
dall conmc at the Knowledge of the Plan of the Operations 
or not. But Sir. I faid I could eafily fee an evident Advan- 
tage which our being vftW affured that the Miniftry were in 
carnefl: to ad againR Spain muft be attended with : Suchao 
AflUrance would infpire the People, I had almoft faid,with a 
Veneration for the Miniftry ; 1 am fure it would for his Ma- 
jcfty ; when they faw that they were refolved to take Satifl 
faction for the Injuries we have received. This muft be at- 
tended with the beft EiFefts. The Opinion which the Sub- 
jects will then entertain of the HoneAy and Abilities of thofc 
at the Helm, will make them contribute ihetr Share of the 
Expence with Alacrity. Our Sailors, Sir, who have long 
A^ed with Reludlance, would then ferve with Chearfutnefe, 
There would be then no Occafion for pre fling Men aboard 
for our Navy. That Rcluflance,, Sir, fo vifible in our Sai- 
lor?, inttrely proceef3s from the numberlefe Difappointments 
they have already met with ; and give me leave to (ty^ Sir, 
that there is no other Method of removing their Difiruft on 
that Head, than by our Government's letting the Publick fee 
that they intend to &B, honeftly and fairly, that they do not 
defign toamufe the World any longer with idle Parades, or 
Iham Expeditions, 

* There is another good EfFe^, Sir, that our agreeing tQ 

this Motion muft havci it will oiake Spain cau(ious how flic 

trifles any longer with us. Can any reafonable Man believe. 

Sir, that if Ate had thought we dared to a^ vigorouHy, fhe 

y y 2 would 







1-19. 



( 366 y 

would have treated as in tlic Manner flie has done? Shemufl 
be confclous, that by herfelf ihc is a very unequal Match for 
us, and that it is in our Power to humble her before llie caij 
receive any Affiflance from her Allies. Her Minillers muJl 
be confclous that we have been treated in a Manner that (ji- 
refljy viobtes all rhe^Law of Nature and Nations, and every 
'J jeary fubfilliog betwixt us and llieiTi. Give me leave to 
ask,;5ir, fiom >viit-nce can the Motives of their Proceedings 
arifc, it iJ-iey do not &rife from an Opinion of the Weaknefs 
and Irreic^Jtion ofour Minlliry? But, Sir, our agreeing to 
thi'v Motiuu will ftt ihcm right in th;tt Refpedt. 1 hope we 
ihdl fee Inllrui^ions to our Admirals and Cspuins that will 
nr4ke the Spaniirds^ and all the World fenlible, that we 
have Minillers both too wife and too Iionelt to be atiy longer 
trilled with. This, inilead of obllrudling, muft fecilitate 
evrry Negociation with th;a Crowo. As we want nothing 
of thc^m but what is f iir and right, they wouW be more rea- 
dy to gr.nt it wil'Ingly, when they iiiid, if they refufe, we 
am determjiicd tocomtntind xc by Force. ^ 

* Eut, Sir» as no Arguments are fo good as thole drawa ^| 
from li?c ericnce, I am forry lo fay that in this Cafe we have i 
fatal FxptiHcnce of the Reafonabknefsofthis Motion. lice 
many Gentleniun here who may remember our Ejcpeditioti 
under Admiral Hofier. How many of our brave Seamea 
periihcd, how m^iny of our licft Ship^ rottedt and how much 
of trie ni,tion:il Honour wa& loft ituhat Expedition, is not my 
Bufinefs at prelent to enquire into j but I will venture to fay, 
thiJt it hiid ba^n happy for this NStion, tliat either that Ex- 
pedition had not been madcj or that the^Parliamenthad b^n 
berore ii.nd wcqudn ted with the Nature of our Admiral's In- 
ilru£Liof)5. But, Sir, this is a very ungrateful, a very me- 
lancholy Subject;, liierefore I Iball only obferve, that while 
tht M.^inoi^ of th.it Expedition is fo recent in the Minds of 
the People, it will be ipipaflible to cure them of their Sufpi- 
cioos i it will be iinpo.Tiljle to convince them that ourprefcnt 
Mc^fures are not in ilic lame Strain they were then in, iiiile6 
the Farliument h made acquainted with the Nature of ihe 
Inllruftions that have been given to our Admirals and Officers 
abroad. 

* 1 have little jnore to add, Sir 1 but I cannot help ob- 
ferving, that there is a very wide Bifference betwixt common 
Report, and the Arguments that have been advrmced againft 
this Motion. Theie Arguments have been all built upon the 
Suppofition that the NegocJation with Spain iji Hill depending 
lipon the Suppofition that the Qjnvention is no other than a 
Preliminary, and that we have ft ill a good deal to fear fror^ 
$pain. But, Sir, if any Credit is Jo be given to common 
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Report, our Miniftry are ailing in a Manner which (hewn *^''* "Vp"' "' 
that they think all DifFerenceswi:h Spain arc accommodated, ^^ v N-/ 
If we are to believe common Report, Sir, they have fo 
much Confi<3ence in Spanilh Honour and Faith, that they 
look upon a definitive Treaty to be as good as concluded, and 
have already recalled our Squadron from the Mediterranean 
Sea. 4 fhall not warrant the Truth of this Report, Sir ; but 
if Jt is true, in my humble Opinion it entirely overthrows all 
that has been advanced by the Gentlemen on the otiver Side. 
HoiA'ever, whether it is true or not, I think the Reafons I 
have alre*idy given, and thofe I have heard from my worthy 
Friends, arfi more ihaji fufFicicnt to detennmc mc in giving 
my Voice Ibr the Motion,' 
Sir Robert Waipole. 
Sir, 

* If GetitTemen knew of how little Confequence it h to ^gttj^ttyiriip^ 
the Interefi: of the Mioiiiier i.For I fee no Reafon why I may 
not uie that Word too) whether this Motion is or is not 
agreed to, they would think they had ^nt their Time 
very indifferently in this Debate. 

* The honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft, faid, with 
that good Scnfe which he always difcovers when he fpeak* 
either in publiek or in private, that if at this Junftcre we 
recalled our Fleet from the Coafts of Spain, our Negocia- 
tions with that Court ought to be looked upon as at an End, 
and confequently that no ArgameiK could arife againfl this 
Motion for our addreiTmg for Papers relating to a depending 
Kcgociation. Jf that were ihe Cafe, if our Fleet was re- 
called, I Ihould be of the fame Opinion : But, Sir, I can 
take it upon me to affirm that no fuch Orders have been 
fcnt, and that I never heard of any fiich Orders before I 
heard them now. I believe, Sir, Gentlemen will not fuf- 
pedt that Orders could have been f^nt without my Knowledge ; 
and they are miftaken, if they think that I can have any 
intereiled Views in concealing them. However, Sir, I can- 
not oratt taking Notice of the Views with whfch fuch Re- 
ports are propagated, and how eafy it is for the beil Inten- 
tions in the World to be defeated by any malicious Fellow, 
who (hail uke upon him, from bis own Conjectures, to af- 
firm Things forFadts that never had any Fxiftence but in 
his own Brain. I am furc the houourable Gentleman him* 
fclfdid not invent fo improbable a Story ; but, on the other 
Hand, I am furethat with all theDifcernmenr he is Mafter 
©f, he was very much aJFeded by it, and that if I had not 
Uken this Opportunity of undeceiving him, mojt Gentlemen 
here might have believed it. 

• That 
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' That hoficrarable Gentleman was pleafcd to bring the 
Cafe of Admiral Hoficr*s ExpeditioDj as a Parallel to our 
preftnt Circumftances. Sir, I am as much affe€lcd with the 
Hardfhips and Calamities whicli befel my Fellow Subjects in 
that Exj^ition aa any Gentleman here ; but no Prince, no 
Minifter alive can guard againft Accidents. If a Scheme h 
well digefted, and properly executecl, that is al! which Mt- 
nifters can anrwer for : The Elementa are not under our Di- 
rc£iion, and cho' that Expedition did not anfwcr all the £nd!t 
it was defi^ned for, y-ct I believe the Nation fccis the good 
Effefts of It at this Dajr, It happened at a Time when the 
Siniaiion of the Afeir* of Europe was very different from what 
it is at prefent; But I need not defcend to Particulars ; I be- 
lieve mofl Gentlemen prefcnt remember what the Motives of 
it were, and that as often as it came under the Confideratioa 
of thisHoufe, the Objeflions to the Condufl of the Miniilry^ 
on that Head, were always fully and fol idly refuted, 

' In ihort, Sir, if the Spaniih Treafure at that Time cf- 
caped our Fleets, it was ovving to Accidents which no human 
Forefight could prevent, and may ferve to let m ftc, that 
however fome Gentlemen flatter themfelves with the 
Thoughts of always having it in our Power to bdi^* 
Spain to our Terms, yet it k not fo eafy a Taik ^^ 
thefe Gentlemen iinagsne. Our Admirals and Captaiii^^ 
at that Time, Sir, did their Duty, and I believe would 
have exerted their Courage too, had the Plate-Shi| 
come in their Way. But their Efcnpe at that Time is 
Proof that neither the Goodnefs of Ship, the Number 
Men, the Skill of our Officers, nor the Bravery of 
Sailora can avail, when the Winda and the Weather fa^ 
the Enemy. If Gentlemen v.qiild make due Rcfleftio 
upon this, I dare fay they would be much cooler in thei^ 
Debates and Proceedings upon thofe QbcHions that relate to 
cur Differences with ^ain. Mean time I think the Argil* 
ments which I have heard in Support of the Motion ajcnot 
fufficient to warrant my giving Aflent to IC 

The Queilion then being put, it paiTed in the Negative, 
183, againft iii. 

It was then moved by Mr. Sandys, That an humbJe Ad- 
drefs Ihould be prcfentcd to his Majefty, that he would be 
gracioufly pleafed to give Directions, for laying before the 
Houfe» Copies of fuch Memorials or Reprefentations, as had 
been made, either to the King of Spain or his MinillerS| 
fi nee the Treaty of Seville, relating Co Lofles fuftained bf 
his Majeily's Subjefls, by Means of Depredations commit- 
ted by the Subjefh of the King of Spain in Europe or 
America, 

Hcniy 





I- Henry Pelhain Etqi 

* After eKc HotiTejfor very good Kcafonfi^had given a Nc' Houjrtmm^ 
^tive to the la ft Motioti, I did not expeft to hear one of 
this Kind ; becaufe the iteafoas for not agreeing to the ln^ 
iiold, in my Opinion, much ftroi^er for reje^itig this, 

' Gentlemen, before they roafee Tuch Motions as thefe, 
ijught to cotifider two Things principally ; firll, whether this 
Houfe has a Right by the Conftitutbo to agree to Motions 
of this Kind, for calling ior Papers while a Negodation is 
depending j and in ihe next Place ^ how far fuch an Addreis 
will be oomplied with on the Part of the Throne. His Ma- 
jcfty by our Conflitution certainly has a Right to make Peace 
or War, and confetjuentlyj to take fuch Steps as may enable 
him to do both with Honour and Succeii ; but if wc call 
for thofe very Papers that contain the whole Trania^ons 
with regard to either, Gentlemen are to confider, whether 
this be not an Atcempt to wrcft this Prerogative out of the 
Royal Hand, where it is now To well lodged. At the fame 
Time, Sir, admitting we had fuch a Power, if for Reafons 
bcil known to his Majejly, he Ihould refufe tocomply with 
our Addrefs, Gentlemen cannot but fopcfeej that fuch a Re- 
fufal has often produced aMifanderftaading betwixt the Crown 
and Parliament ; which on this Occafioo muft produce the 
very worll EJFcfls. 

' It becomes therefore. Sir, a prudential CotLEderatton with 

m at prefenr, whether thefe Papers may not be of fudi a 

Nature as to require the utmoll Secrecy, and whether our 

jigreeing Co thi£ Motion, may not defeat all the good Ends 

propofed by the Coaveotion ; for as the Convention is no 

Other than a preliminary Treaty to a definitive one, there 

mull oonfequemly be a great Nim:iber of Points ftil! unfet' 

tied betwixt his Majelly's Minifters and thofe of Spain, and 

herefore calling for the Copies of any Papers that are now, 

wrhaps, lying before the King of Spsin*s Council, is calling 

br Papers that jcUte to an unfiaifhed Negociation. Be- 

fide3» Sir, the Papers that have been laid before the Cotirt 

of Spain by our Mlnillers» will neceffuily difcovcr a great 

Part of the Contents of thole Papers^ which have been com- 

xiunicated co this Court by that of Spain. Making fuch 

Papers publick, moll be interpreted by Spain as an Affront 

done to hcr,it being an Indignity done to a Court, after a Ne- 

[^od;itioa is concluded, to pabllfh all the Demands which^ 

Lather from a Mifmformation, or a Deiire to advance her 

t^pwo Intcrell, it may have made. Thh might make them ihy 

Ijof enteriog into any farther Negociation with a Court, that 

' i capable of treating them (b unhandlbmely, Beiides, Sir,^ 

, wtle MiniHt^ will alwayj conJlder the Chua£ler of the 
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People with whom thejr treat : If the Spaniards wereundef 
the fame Form of Government wt,h ourfelvea i if they had 
the fame Notions of Liberty, and the hm^ Rights to fe- 
cure it, ihe Mo Eion would not have bern fo improper. But 
we arc to coniider, that we have to do with the molt jealo«a.^_ 
People under the Sun ; we have to do with the Minifters of aq^| 
abfolute Prince over a Country where every Ttiing is trnnfadt-™ 
ed with the utmoft Secrecy, and wtio would be tlartled that 
any Paper of State fhotild be expos'd to public View: This, 
Sir, might render, not only Spain, but every Nation iit 
Europe, avcrfc from entering into afiy Negociation with a 
People, who cannot keep their own Secrets, or ehofc of their 
Neighbours. 

' I (hall now confider a little how confiftent fuch an Addrel 
would be, with the Regard and Decency we owe to hi* 
M:ijefty. Give me leave here to obferve. Sir, that nothing 
can contribute more to obtaining a Definitive Treaty, on a 
fafe and honourable Footing, than a good Correfpondcnce 
betwixt his Msjefty and his Parliament i and nothing will 
be a greater Encouragement for Spain to infill upon high 
Terms* and to be obflinate in her Demands* than eveti 
the Apjwarance of Coldnefs between them. Now, Sir, if 
we Ihould refolve to addrefs hJs Mii jelly for thcfe Papers, 
before we are fure, that he will think lit to comply with our 
Requell:, I don't know any Meafure we coald purfuc* which 
might be more detrimenul to the Public: They who are 
dilBtisfied with the prefent happy Eft;ib!ilhment, under the 
Colour of being diifatitfied with the Miniftry, will take Oc- 
cafion to infitiuate, that a DiFerence has anfen betwixt hi* 
Majefty and the Parliament ; This Infmuatjon will be in- 
duftrioufly propagated amongft Foreign Courts, till this 
Nation ftiall be in Dinger of tofing iriuch of that decilive 
Weight which every good Stibjedt would wilh (he enjoy'd 
abroaid. Nothing, Sir, could give Foreign Powers a fairer 
Opportunity of uniting atnong themlelves, than this Opi- 
nion J and fiich an Union is what Great Britain ought by all 
"Means to guard againft. We ihould not then have to deal 
with SppJn alone ; we fhould foon fee France entering her 
Claims libewifc ; lam not fure but oar good Allies the 
Dutch might endeavour to obtain fame ConcelTiona to our 
Prejudice : For, give me Leave to fay, Sir, that the Union 
which has always fublifted betwixt our Court and the Par- 
liament, fince the Accefiion of the prefent illuftrious Fajnily 
to this Throne, has been the Mcana of our enjoying many 
Advantaec* in Commerce, unrival'd, and uncomplain'd of 
by our Neighbours : And Gentlemen ought to be more 
caattous how they giveOccafion for our Neighbours fo much 
as to fufpeft any JDifference betwixt hia Majefty and Par^ 
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liament, when tKey reflcft that there never was a Time 
whm any VMffi;rence happen'd betwJxc them, in which our 
Neighbours did not do all in. their Power to improve it to 
their own Advantage. 

* I have infenfibljr fallen again into the Conildcratjon of 
Foreign Affairs; but every Domellic Incident has fuch anfn>%^ 
enceupon our Foreign Situation, that It is alcnoft FmpofTible to 
feparate the Confideration of one from the other. Thtre i$ 
indeed one Confequence entirely Domeftic, that may attend 
Qtir agreeing to the prefent Motion^ and that is the Opinion 
it mi|ht give his Majefly of the Wifdoni and Moderation of 
this Houfe, His Majefty has always, in every public 
Tranfadion of his Reign^confidet'd the Parliament as his great 
Council ; he has advis'd with tis, he has paid a juH Regard 
lo our Sentiments, and has inform'd 115 of every maierial Tranf- 
aftion of his Reign. Now, Sir, if we doo't, on our Parts, 
anfwer thofe gracious Difpoiitions ; if we doiVc adt wtthfn 
our own Sphere, his Majefty ha* great Reafon to think, 
that we requite the Deference iind Efteem he has always 
exprefs'd for us very ungratefully. He has informM *is, 
that a Coaventton has been enterM into with Spain ; he h^t 
told U5, it b a CoRvention for fetding all Matters In Difpute 
betwixt them and ujs, in fuch a Manner as may, for the 
future, prevent and remove all new Caufes of Complaint, 
He has Ukewife informed us, that the Convention ihall be 
laid before us. If we (hould agree to the prefent Motion, 
Sir, in what Manner fhall we requite his ^laiefty*s Royal 
Endeavour* for the Interells of this Nation i If, before we 
have come to any Refolution about this Convention, before 
we have deliberated whether it is, oris not, for tKc Advan- 
tage of the Nation, wc fall to examine into the Papers and 
Inftniftiom that have, in order to bring it about, pafb'd be- 
twixt his Majefty's Minifters, and thofe of Spain ? Nothing, 
Sir, can be a more prepofterous Way of proceeding. It la tel- 
ling his Majerty, that we won't regard the Merits of the Con- 
vention, by itfelf ; we will be determined in the [udgment 
we fhallform of it, as we are pleas'd or difpIeasM with the 
Condu^ of the Miniftry previous to its being concluded. 
Sir, give me Leave to fay, that when ihisHoule deliberatea 
upon approving, or not approving any Mcafure, we are 
to confider that Meafure as it Hands by itfelf; if wc find it in 
ilfelf 10 be a good Meafure, we are to approve of it, and we 
are not to regard ita Connection with any other Circum- 
ftancc. If wc were lofuppofc that this Convention, which 
wilJ be confuler'd in a Day or two, has been brought about 
by the niort abandoned Set of Men in the.World; yet if we 
fiiid it to be for the Public Good, wc are not to enquire into, 
Vou. V. Zz and 
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Atiro^iioeo. 11, ^ijj cenfure the Means by which it was'bronght aboot« Thi 
"^ ** beft and the moft reafoisable Metbod of Proceedi'g, and the 
Way in which this Houfehas always prcKeedcd in luch Cafes, 
is to examine the Meafure kielf ; and if it is found to be a de- 
ftruftive Meaiiire, let us petition his Maj eft y to have all the Pa- 
pers relating to it laid before us, that wc may inflida fuitable 
Cenfure upon the Advifers and Managers of fuch a Step ; 
But if we find it a good Meafure, I don''t fee what we could 
propoie to ourfelves by calling for any Papers previous to it : 
unlcfs it were to kt his Mjjelly fee, that we are refolvM to 
fiflv for Faults, and to take upon oarfrlves a Power unknown 
to our ConHitution. I ihall fuppofe tliat we arc now to 
agree to this Motion ; what might be the Confequence ? I 
am afraid fuch as would give the Crown no very favourable 
Opinion of oar Prudence and Candour. For his Majelty may 
veryjuftly concliide,ihat,be]ngconfciou4we could find no Fault 
with ihe Convention by itfelf, we wercrefolved, rather than 
not find Fault, to fall upon his Minifters for what they had 
done before it was concluded. This, Sir, give me Leave to fay, 
might, with very good Reafon, be looked upon by the 
Crown as a very great Piece of Difrcfpedt, and be rcfcntcd 
by a Denial, which, I am fure, would be very difagreeabk 
to his MajeHy, however juil it would be in itfelf. 

* I fhall beg Leave only to add a very few Things to what 
I have already faid : It has always been the Rule of tjiis 
Houfe, never to call for Papers relating to a Negociation 
while that Negociation h in Dependance. I know Gen- 
tlemen will confider the Convention as a Negociation en- 
tirely feparate from the Definitive Trc;ity that is fuppoled to 
foilowitj but I mtift humbly differ from thofe Gemlemei ' 
All Preliminaries, in their own Nature, have a Relation to t 
Ncgociations to which they refer ; and it frequently happei 
that Preliminaries contain the Subftance of all that folio' , 
after ; and that the fubfecjuent Negociations are only to extend 
the Stipulations, and give them a more aathentickSanftion: 
Tho' I am r.ot to fuppoie that this is the Cafe with the Con- 
vention, yet no Gentleman, who has looked into it, but 
muil fee that, tho' it is not a definitive Treaty, yet all the 
material Points, upon which a Definitive Treaty is to pro- 
ceed, have been adjufted betwixt the Miniftcrs of the two 
Crowns by this Convention: Therefore the Inilruaions that 
have paf&d betwixt our Court and that of Spain, relating to 
the Convention, may very reafonably be prcfuhfied to relate 
likewifem the fubfequent Definitive Treaty. 

* This being the Cafe, by agreeing to the prefcnt Motion, 
we call for Papers relating to a Negociation ftiil in Depen- 
dance, and thereby alTume to ourfelvfs a Right by no means 
belonging to this Houfe. We afftime to ourfehxs a Right 
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of dlreiling and of cenfurlug the Conduft of hii Majelly's ahw Ttc«.i 
Minifters upon a Meafure that is not yet concluded ; in fiiort, *'|8-)1' 
we affijine to ourfelves z Riglit that ib already lodged iti| the 
KoyaJ Hands i in Hands, Sir, that have been always fo far 
from making a bad Ufc of it, tliat this Houfe lias aJways 
been Sharers in that Part of the Prerogative. 

* My Oppofition to this Motion, Sir, nauft by eyery Gen- 
deman who Judges impflrtiallj', bo looked upon as proceedipg 
from no Confcioufnefs of any Thing amifs in the Papers to 
be addrefled for by this Motion j becaufe, if we fliould find 
the Convention to be a Mcafure againft the Honour and In- 
tereft of this Nation, there is Jlill Room for us to go into tlik 
Addrefs. 

Sir William Windham. 
Sir, 

* I am forry that I am obliged to dJRtrr from the honou- sir w, wituham. 
rable Gentleman who fits over againfl me, in almoft every 
Propofitjon he has advanced. I readily admit, that to know 

the proper Boundaries between the Sovereign and the Parlia- 
tnent, is a Pajt of Knowledge very requifite for a. Member of 
this Houfe ; but I think the Conftltution has poimed out 
thofe Boundaries, it has pointed them out in pkin and intel- 
ligible Charafters, impoifible to be miftaken by any Man 
who does not wilfully miilake. Our Gonftitution plainly 
prefumes, th*l in political Tranfaftions the Mintficr's Con* 
duft alone is to be canvafs'd, and if any Thing is found a- 
jnifi, the Sovereign is always fuppofed cohave been milled or 
mifinfbrmed by the Minifter. I could not help faying thus 
much, Sir, becaufe I haveobfervcd Gentlemen, upon Quef- 
tions relating to Papers proper to be laid before this Houfe, 
Hill advancing that fuch Motions tended to encroach upon 
the Prerogative. For my Part I know no Prerogative that 
this Motion can affe£t j I know no Difficulties which it can 
lay us under but with regard to the Minil!er, and I hope 
th if Houfe will never know any Difficulty upon this Head, 
* The honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft appears to 
me to have been under two very great Miftakes i lirft, in 
fuppofing that his MajeAy would take it amifs, if we fiiould 
addref* in the Terms of the prefcnt Motion ; fecondly, in 
taking it for granted that the Contents of any Papers can- 
not Ixr communicated to this Houfe without their being 
known to all the World- I am convinced that this Houie 
jxevcr did, and I hope it never will, give his Majefly Rcafon 
to fufpcd, that we are capable of purfuing any View incon- 
fiftcni witK the Refpcd we owe to him, or with the Duty 
we owe to our Conflituents. While thcfe are the Maxims by 
which we regulate our Condti^, his Majefty, I dare Tiy, 
would never take any Proceeding of oars amife i becaufe if 
Z a z we 
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we fliould ever addrefs for any Thing that is improper f^ 
his Mtjefty to comply with, he will not look wpon it a& 
prooee -ling from Want of Affeflion, hut from Want of bet- 
ter Information. 

< ThtS'IeadE; me to tht fecond Miflake the honoiirable 
Gentltnun fcems to be under. If by agreeing to this 
Motion \vc fliould addrefs for Papers unfit to be communi- 
cated to the Publick» there is no doubt but we Ciall be in- 
formed from the Throne, in a regular Manner, that the 
Contents of ibme of the Papers we addreflcd for ought not 
to be divulged- In the mean time, it is to be hoped that 
his MajcRy will order thofe Papers that are proper for our 
Infpcflioii to be laid before U3. If it Ihall be found by 
the Hoafe, that the Papers thus communicated are fuf- 
ficicnt for our Information 1 if it fhall be found, they are 
fufiicient to give us a full and a clear Detail of the Ncgo- 
ciations that have preceded this Convention, thenc is no 
Occfion to trouble his Maj eily any farther. But if thefe 
Papers fliould relate to other Papers without which we muft; 
be ftili in the Dark» there is a Method by which this Hoiife 
may be informed of all that is proper for them to know, and 
yet the Miniftry be in no Danger of having their Secrets di- 
vulged to the World. I mean the Method of a fecret Com- 
mittt-'C, who may be appointed to make Extrads from thefe 
Pupf^rs relating to the Affair in Queftion, as far as Jhall be ne- 
ceiliry for the Information of this Houfe, I hope, Sir, 
Gentlemen don''t fuppofe that the Breafl of a Miniiler is the 
onl)' Cab: net where a Secret of State can be fafely depofited. 
I dare i^y. Sir, every Gentleman of this Houfe, who fliall 
have the Honour to be of a fecret Committee, will conceal 
the Proceedings of that Committee as inviolably as any Mi- 
niiler alive. 

' 1 think I have already obviated the moft material Dif- 
ficulty that can pofllbly arifeon this Point o f Secrecy : But, Sir, 
I confefs, that I can fee no Grounds for fuppofing,thaC ifoiirMi- 
niilry have honellly done their Duty, there can beany Secrets 
to be concealed from the Pablick.or anyDifliculties whatfoever. 
The Wrongs that we have fuffered Irom Spain were com- 
mitted in the Face of the Sun, They were avowed by her 
Government, they were juftified by her Miniftryi tlic 
Means, Sir, which we puri'ued to obtain Juftice, were long 
concealed from the Knowledge of the Publick j longer Fm 
afraid than was flrjftly conEltent with the Intereft, with the 
H*>noitr of tills Nation ; and the more they were concealed, 
the Injuries, the Infults and Barbarities committed on our 
Subjects grew the more flagrant ^ and Spain by her ConduA 
fcf ined to aim at nothing fo much» as to render it tmprafiti- 
cable forcurMiniltry any longer to ftifie the juft Compjaintt 
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of OUT Merchants. At kft. Sir, after a long and fruidefs am* iiCm.ii, 
Expeftation of obtaining Redrefs by means ofour Minillers, ''* '*' 
Our Merchants were obliged to lay their Cafe before Paj- 
liament. We heard them fully, we heard them impartially j 
and they proved their Allegations to the Satisfaflton, and 
entire Convifticm, of every Gentleman in this Houfe; to 
the Con virion, I believe, of thofc who had the gneateft Rea- 
fon to wi(h that they had not fucceeded fo well in their Proof 
as they did- Upon this the Honfe came to certain Refo- 
lutions, very plain> very prafticablc in their own Nature, 
which we then tinderflood were to ferve as a Direflion to 
our Miniilry in the fucceeding Part of iheir Negotiations, If 

rthey hai'e ufed proper Means for obtaining the ConceiHons 
^fiointed out by thefe Refolutions from the Court of Spain, 
if they have unalterably parfued the Scheme which the Par- 
liament laid dovvn» where can be the Harm, where the Dlf- 
£culty, of publilhing their Conduft to the World ? Give 
me leave, Sir, lo fay, that it will be for their Intereft that 
ii^he Fublick be informed of their having a£ted zealoufly for 
ttic Rights of the Natioru This willinfpire the Subjeifts 
with an Alacrity ; it will induce them to fecond hia Ma- 
jcJly's EndcavQurs with Vigour, fhould Matteri proceed to 
an open Rupture. This is an evident Advantage, which 
botit the Miniilry and the Nation wilt gain; and if they 
have aftcd in the Manner which I hope they have, it is 
impoinb^e that there can be any prudential Coaiideradona 
for not agreeing to this Motion. 

* When this Houfe t:axne to the Refolutiotts which were 
mefentcd to his Majefty lall SeJHon, all the Treaties in 
Force betwixt us and Sfatnt were fully coniidered and de- 
bated. I CQuld have wiftied that our Refolutions had been 
conceived in ftronger Terms, and that we had been more 
peremptory in our Demands : But the Miniilry mull be ac- 

SuJttcd by every impartial Man, if it fhall appear that they 
ave faithfully nnd aealoully conformed themfclvcs to what 
appeared to be the Sentiments of the Majority of thif Floufe. 
Now as thefc are no Secrets to the Publick, I cannot con- 
ceive why any Proceedings whatever, in Confequence of 
thele Refolmions, fhould be improper to be communicated 
10 this Houfe. It will found vepy It range to the World, if 
this Houfe fhould refufc to call for Papers, the Contents of 
which we have Reafon to prcfumc chiefly relate to a Nego- 
tiation that ought to have been drricd on in Purfuance of 
the Refolutions of Parliamcni. Will not this. Sir, gfvc a 
Handle to our Enemies to fuggeft, that fome Scenci of Ini- 
quity may be difcovercd from thefe Papers, and that his 
MajcJly's MinJfters have had Views diltinfl from, and in- 
eonfiiltnt with yotir EefolutioQs, 
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I fhdl go fo fer, as to admit that thcfc Vicwa may be 
more advantageous for the Good of this Nation, than thofe 
that the Pari i amen t then had in View : But give me leave to 
obferve, Sir, that kowever fpecious they may be, no Mea- 
fare founded thereon can be fo folid, or fo efficacious^ as 
thofe founded on the Rcfolutjons of this Houfe. All Con- 
ceiliom that are obtain'* d from Spain, if not founded on the 
Kefoliitions of Parliament^ will be no longer binding upon 
her, than fhe ihall lind it her Intereft not to break them. 
This, Sir, is evident from our paft Negotiations witli that 
Court. Gentlemen, I believe, will have fome Difficulty to 
prove that Ihe has obferved one Stipulation in any Treaty 
we have made with her thefe twenty Years paft. What was 
the Reaibn of tJiis ? Did it not proceed from her Opinio a 
that our Parliaments would never fupport the Miniftry, in 
obliging her to an Obtervance of Treaties concluded without 
their Advice, and againft the Senfe of the Nation ? This 
gave them Encouragement to break thro' every Obligation 
of Faith and Honour. But tiie prefent Cafe is quite other- 
wife. The Parliament has laid down Refolutjons, which arc, 
or ought to be, Guides to our Miniflry. We have declared^ 
that we will effectually fupport his Majefty in obtaining Re- 
drcis from Spain on the Foot of thefe Refolations ; therefore 
give me Leave to fay, Sir, that there ought to have been no 
Negotiation cirried on with Spain, whereof thefe Refolu- 
tions did not ferve as a Foundation : and as thefe are known 
to all the World, I can fee no Reafon why any Part of the 
Negotiations founded on them ought to be kept fecret, or 
fhould be thought unfit to be communicated to this Houfc. 

I am forry to hear the Manner in which the Qjort of 
Madrid may refent oar Proceedings urged in this Houfe as a 
Reafon why wc ought not to proceed according to our known 
Privileges : If ever one Court had Reafon to obferve no De- 
licacy with another, and to break thro' all Forms of Deeo- 
Tum, we have received Provocatious enough to juftify ua in 
fuch a Behaviour towards that of Spain, She has violated 
the Law of Nations and her own Honour i fhe has dotie vio- 
lence even to Humanity itfelf, by her outrageous Treatment 
of our Fellow-fubjefts ; and ihall we, Sir, at this Time of 
Day, refufc to enter into rjght and proper Meafures fbr our 
own Safety, hecaufe they may be difigreeable to fome 
Punftilios of that Court ? Btit» Sir, we do no more now than 
we have done in former Times, we do no more than 
wc have done in almoil every SefHon of this Parliament- 
Did we not lafl Scffion, Sir, addrets for Papers tliat had 
paffcd between the Spaniih Miniflers and ours? Thefe Pa- 
pers were communicated to the Houfe ; but I think we never 
iieard that the Court of Spain refented it in the Manner the 
honourable Gentleman feems to infmuate. The Convocation 
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is a Proof that tbey have not ; and I conid wilti we had afed Ab"'* '* f 
the Privilege we enjojr of addrcfGng his Majetty for Papers 
that have piffed betwixt his Minifters and thofe of any other 
Court, ofiener than we have afed it. The Nation, I am 
perfuaded, would have Ifelt the good Effefls of it. If foreign 
Courts apprehended, that all the Traifafilons betwixt us 
and them were to be laid before this Houfe, I am apt to be- 
lieve, that they would be moch more fincere in their Pro- 
teftations, and that they would not dare to trifie with this 
Nation in the Manner which fbme of them have done. 

* The honourable Gentlemm was afraid^ that if we 
fhould agr^E to this Motion, and the Papers vfcxe refufed us, 
fuch Refufal might beget a Mifiinderllanding betwijcthii 
MeJcII:/ and the Parliament, which might give other Pow- 
ars of Europe a Handle for infixing upon fomewhat to the 
Di fad vantage of our Commerce. 

* Ai to the American Trade, which the honourable Gen- 
tleman has been pleafed to mention, I am fenfiblc with how 
delicate a Hand that ought to be touchM upon by a Mi- 
niftry treating with other Powers. But, Sir, it is cenain 
tlutwe havejuft as good a Right to our Share of that Trade 
as any other People m Europe, except the Spaniards them- 
felves : And give me Leave to fay, that it would not be 
amife fliould we let our Neighbours know, that wc are deter- 
mined to fuiFer none of them to enter into any coUufive Bar- 
gain with Spain, to enjoy Advantages which we do not. If 
we have any Reafon to fufpc^ thus, I think it would be 
right in us to oblige, not only the Spaniards, but thefc Sup- 
phmcrs, to a due Obfervance of the Treaties concerning 
that Trade, let the Confeguences be what they will. While I 
am on this Sut^eft, I cannot help taking notice, that it has 
become a ^neral Excufc in the Mouths of a great many Ibr 
not entering into a War with Spain, that it 15 in her Power 
lo feize the Property of our Merchents on board her Plate- 
Fleet, Sir, I fhall admit that ic is. But J .think it is a- 
gainll the Maxims of found Policy, for the Sake of any 
private Man*s Advantage, to expofe the Honour of the Na- 
tion to Infults. 

* As to the Effeds this Addrcfs might hate upon Affiirs at 
Home, I am fo very unfortunate as to differ widely feom tha 
honourableGei]tleman''sWay of Thinking, A good Correipon- 
dence betwixt his Majelly and the Parliament, is what I 
Hull always wifh to fee contiimcd. But in my Opinion, Sir, 
it is no very great Compliment to this Houfe to fuppofe, 
that if his Majelly ftiall refufe to lay thefe Papers before lu, 
we fhould cxprefs any Diflatisfaftion, or give our Enemies 
any Handle to exult or triumph. We may be perfeiftly fa- 
tified, that if his Majeily fhould refufc co by ihcfe Papers 
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,ABii#^ii^G«. u, before as. It a- for very Itnpqrtant Reafoiis ; for I am per- 
fuaded, no Minifter durft be fo bold as to Aep between his 
Majefty and this Houfe, and be aii Inflmment of creaiiDg 
any Mifunderftanding betwixt them on this Head. 

* But, fays the honourable Gentleman, we are not furtt 
that his Majelly will comply with the Prayer of fuch an Ad- 
drefs. Sir, this is an Argument that may equally ferve 3- 
gainil; all Addreffes of this Kind ; we are not fiire, before 
they are prefented, that his Majefly will comply with any of 
them ; but it is reafonable to believe that he will comply 
with this Addrefs as foon ^^ with any other. In this Cafe 
Sir» I am apt to think that foreign Powers will entertain a 
very difFerent Opinion of the State of our Affairs from what 
the honourable Gentleman infinuates. It will give them to 
underfland that his Majefty and his Parliament are refolved 
to aft in concert. As to foreign Powers uniting among li 
themfelves on this Occafion, I think we have no great Rea- 
fon to dread them : Wchavea Fleet, Sir> fuftlcietit to pre- 
vent all the bad Elfefls of fuch a Union ; fufficicnt to pro- 
tefl: our own Trade, and to defeat all the Attempts of our 
Enemies. I (hou Id be glad to know, if we have nothing to 
apprehend from our Enemies, for what Reafon the Nation 
h at fo much Expence in fitting out and maintaining fo 
great a Fleet ? But I am afraid that the Union among the 
Enemies of this Nation is already as flrong as pofTible to be i 
if it is not, the Arguments I have heard advanced for our 
late RJeafures are very inconfiftcnt and inconclufive. Was it 
not urged kft Seflion, in favour of our pacific Difpofitlons, 
that France and Spam were fo clofely united, that their In- 
terelts were become jnfeparable ? And have we not beea 
lately told, that this Union is now upon the Point of being 
rendered ftill more ilrid, by a Daughter of France's mar- 
rying a Son of the King of Spain. Thus, Sir the Union 
hinted at, is not only already formed, but perhaps as ftrong 
as it ever can be. However, if we admit this Union to be 
of fo mwch Weight, as to influence and over-awe the ne^ 
celTiiry Proceedings of this Houfe, we ihall not in the leaftj 
keep off, but the footier feci all the EfFc6h of it. Nay, 
Ihall we not invite the Danger we ooght to prepare againft ? 
* The honourable Gentleman feem'd apprehenfii^e thatFrancc 
might have fome Claims to make prejudicial to our Intereft. 
I believe, Sir, if we were to fettle Accounts, the Balance 
would be found very much in our Favour. We have there- 
fore no Reafon to delay the Difcuffion of all Claims that can 
pofiibly be betwixt us. We mull not expe£l any of their 
good Office.^, and we cannot ^uard fo well againll their ill 
in any other Manner, as by obljging thera to come to a De- 
claration one way or other. jBy t£s Means, if we are not 
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ferved by their gooc! Offices, we cannat be betray'd by thei» 
diffembled Friendftiip ; and if we had purfued thefc Mca- 
fures foonerj I am of opinion that we Ihould have had buf 
very tittle Rcafon now either to court or to fear them. The 
honourable Gentleman fays, that we now ^njoy mnny Ad- 
vantages in Commerce unrivallM ard urcomplain'd of by 
our Neighbout^s. I wiih, Sir, he had pointed out vvh^it 
thefc Advantages are, I have many times of late heard 
that our Neighbours have engroft'd ievcral Blanches of Com- 
merce to wlifcli we had a natural and undoubted Right, 
but I could never yet learn that we have gained one Advan- 
tage over them in that Refped:. Therefore I think it would 
not at all be amifs, if all our Treaties of Commerce and 
Navigation, with the other Powers of Europe, were esanjin-f 
cd, and tlur Encroachments made upon our Rights iliidtly 
enquired into : I am convinced, if this Enquiry were vigo* 
toufly fet on Foot, it would be highly for the Intereft of Siis 
Nation, 

* As to our Neighbours improving our Divifions to their 
dwn Advantage, I can fee no Roora, from what has been 
yet faid, to fufpeft that our prefenting fuch Addrefs can pro- 
duce any, whatever the rejeaing it may do, 

* The next Argument againll the Motion, Sir, is drawn 
from the Impreffion it might give his Majcfty of our Mo- 
deration, I dare iay his Majeily knows too much of the 
Conftitution of Great Britain in general, and of this Houfe 
in particular, to be difpleafed at fuch a Proceeding, If his 
Majeily ftiatl find that we have done nothing more by it^ 
than what has been ufaal for this Houfe to do on like Occa- 
fions, where is the Ground for infinuating, that his Majefty 
will have Rcafon to think we do not make a proper Return 
for the many Inflanccs of Affeflion he has fhtwn us ? I 
am very fcnfibte of the Tendernefs which lie has always cx- 
preffed for the Rights of this Houje. Give me leave to fay. 
Sir, that we have never yet been wanting in our Re- 
turns oJ Gratitude to the Government. We have put 
it in their Power, to fecure themfelves in the Affldlions 
of the People ; we have put it in their Power, Sir, 
to make thcmfelves as popular as any Government that 
ever was tn Britiiii, by furnifliing them with the Meana both 
of retrieving and aflerting the Honour of this Kingdom, 
If, at an immenfe Expence to the People, we have thus 
ftrengthened the Hands^ of our Miniilers i if we have thus 
clothed them with Power almoft unknown to any ofiheir 
PrcdecefTors, is it not juft, Sir, is it not neccflary that we 
flioold have all the Light communicated to us, that may be 
proper to inform us in what Manner thefe Expences and this 
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[,*ftmtt^Geo. n- Power have been applied? Andean any Gcndeman, whd 
impartially cocfidcfs this Affair, doubt that our agreeing to 
the prefent Motion is the moft proper Means ot attaining 
that End ? 

* The honourable Gentleman fays, that the Convention is 
not a definitive Treaty, but a preliminary one. Now this 
very Reafon which he has urged againll the Motion, is to 
me one of ihc ftrongcft Arguments in its Favour. We fur- 
nifhed the Miniftry with means of redncing Spain to Reafon, 
and of obtiuning a definitive Treaty with the moft advanta- 
geous Terms, Will any Gentleman deny this to be the Si- 
tuation of Affairs at the Clofe of lail Sellion ? I dire fay he 
will not. What then, Sir, do we intend by the Addrelk 
now moved for ? We intend no more, than to get as full In- 
formation as poffiblcj why the Brm and well-grounded Ex- 
peftations of the Parliament have not been anfwered. 

* The honourable Gentleman, Sir, reafoned on a Suppo- 
fition, that we were to addrefs for theie Papers for no other 
Reafoo than to filh for Faults in our Minitlry, whofe Con- 
du£t he fcems to think is irreproachable. £ wlih with ail 
my Heart, that it may be found fo ; but I muft differ from 
him in this Particular. I am of Opinion this Houfe may 
addrefs for theft Papers with the moil fincere, the moft up- 
right Intentions of doing Juftice to the Merits of the Mini- 
ftry. I am apt to think. Sir, that we fhall be fincexe both 
to our Approbation and Cenfure, and that whether our Mi- 
tiillersdeferve on* or the other, we have no Intentions to 
att any otherwife than fhall appear from the Reafoa of the 
Thing itfelf- 

* I have heard Gentlemen frequently infifl, that it is very 
unfair to condemn the Conduct of Minillers before we know 
the particular Reafons and Motives firom which they a^. 
I myfelf am entirely of that Opinion. I believe a MiniHer 
m;iy be fo embarrafs'd by Accidents In the Courfe of a pto- 
trafted Negotiation, thro' the Caprice, thro' the Obflina<y 
of thofe he has to do with, that he may be obliged to follow 
Meafures, that to a Perfon not in the like Situation, and 
unacquainted with tlie Difficulties he had to encounter, may 
appear very abfurd i and yet. Sir, that very Perfon, upon 
better Information, may be convinced, that if he himfclf 
had been iti the like Circumfhnces, he could not have aflcd 
fo prudently. The Convention is, I dare fay, fuch a. Mea- 
fure as what I now talk of. The World in general, and I 
believe not a few Geiitlemcn In this Houfe, J own tnyfetf 
to be of their Number, have but a very Indifferent OpintoQ 
of it. However, I will not as yet abfolutely pronounce it 
to be a bad Mcafure^ becaufe I do not know the Diffictikies 
ivhichotir MimAeninay hs.ve had to encounter. I do not 
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kiraw what Reafons Spain might hate had to ai^ -, nor a. 
thciufand other CircumllancfS, which might be proper fojr 
me to be inltrufted in, before I can deliver my fins) Judg- 
ment of it. Thefe Difficulties, Sir, are only to be known 
from the Papers now moved to be addrefled for. For my 
own Part, I will take them upon no Man*s Reprefentation ; 
they who may be moft proper to rcpreient them to the 
Houfe, are known to be too ttrnugly inteiefted in the Fate 
of the Qucftion about thiiConyention. They who are not 
interclled, cannot reprdent them to the Houfe, btcaniethey 
arc not in the Secret of Affairs. How then. Sir, are we 
to receive right InformAtion ? We are to receive it from the 
Very Papers, which wc huve reafon to believe were penned 
with no Defign of impofing on this Houfe This, I own. 
Sir, is the only Method by which the Objeilions I have al- 
ready formed in my Mind againft this Convention can be 
removed- 

I ihail only trouble the Houfe with a Word or two more, 
with regard to the Indecency of our addrefling for Papers 
that relate to a Negotiation not yet jinifiied. This is an 
Argument, that I own has had of late great Weight with 
this Houfe i and I do believe that formerly it was not very 
ufiial to addrefs for fuch Papers. Bat I moft at the iame 
time obferve, that formerly our Negotiations were quite of a 
different Kind from what they feem now. Our Forefathers 
afled with Refolution ; theyafted with Prudence ; they did 
not fufFer themfelves to be deceived by the outward Pro- 
tcftations, or undermined by thefecret Treachery of their 
Enemies ; therefore the firfl Notice which the Public com- 
monly had of a Negotiation, was by its being notified to the 
parliament that it was concluded : So that it wa5 almoft im- 
poilible for them to call for any Papers relating to a Nego- 
tiation that was depending* But we, Sir^ have got into a. 
new Method of Treaty -making ; wc are always negotiating, 
but we never conclude. We have been negotiating with 
Spain thcfe twenty Years, without making one definitive 
Treaty, that has not been broken before the Parliament 
could have an Opportunity of calling for any Papers relat- 
ing to it^ For the Breach that followed (fuch was our Po- 
licy) always gave Rife to new Negotiations, which were fet 
on Foot before the next Meeting of Parliament j then. Sir, 
when wc called for Papers relating to the former Negotiation, 
•we were told that thefe Papers related to the Negotiation in 
dependence, and that therefore they were very unfit to be 
communicated to the Houfe ; — his Majefty would take it 
amifs ; and the Spaniards would be dilpleafed. Tl:is, Sir, 
J take to be the very Cafe no w . The Treaty of Seville, tho* 
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*™*i?^8?S; "' ^™^ Treaty as the Convention j for the moft material Points, 
that then created the Difference betwixt us, were left to the 
Decifion of our Commiflaries, in the fame Manner as they 
are now left to Plenipotentiaries. The Stipulations in the 
Tre^ity of Seville, being either violated or not fulfilled by 
the Spaniards, gave KHe to a new Negotiation, which p«t- 
daoed the Convention j and the Convention itfdf Js but a 
Preliminary to a Negotiation, which Negotiation may con- 
tinue Heaven knows how long. Thus, Sir, it is evident, 
that, in l^^c honourable Gentleman's Senfe of the Words, 
this Houfe has not been able for thefe ten Years paft, to call 
for any Papers relating to Spain, that might not be faid to 
icgard a Negotiation not yet condnded. 

' But, Sir, I mull beg Leave to trouble the Houle with 
one ReafoD more why I am for the prefent Motion. If we 
jnay give any Credit to our public News- papers, and to com' 
mon Report, our MiniAers have met with great Difficulties 
in obtaining from Spain even this Convention, poor as it 
feems to be ; nay, if fome People are not very much mifm- 
formed, we could have had better Terms from Spain eight 
Years ago, than we have got by this Conventioa Now, 
Sir, what Indignation mull it raifc in the Breaft of every 
confidering Man, who refl efts that our vail Preparation sand 
Expences have had no Efeft but to our own Detriment I To 
whit can this be attributed ? It muft be to one of two C^gfes; 
The firft is, that it is poffible Spain may have fo thorough a 
Contempt of us, as to tell us, that if we will be but peaceable 
and quiet, fhe will do fomerhing for us from pure Good- 
WjU i but that we are to expe(5t no Terms, ejccepi the moil 
dilhanourable and difadvantageous, if we ihould pretend^to 
do ourfelves Jullice by our Arms. If that. Sir, is the Cafe, 
we are in a more miferabb Situation than any People under 
the Sun ; becaufe there is no People, however weak, whofe 
Refentment is not in fome degree or other regarded, even 
by Powefs. vailly fiipeiior to themfelves. But it would feem 
that we are reduced to fo defpicable a Situation, chat, iho' 
we are in a Condition to do ourfelves Juftice, and tho' we 
may be at an immenfe Expence in putting ourfelves in that 
Condition, yet our Enemies know fo well tliat we dare not 
make ufe of our Power, that they defpife and infult us for 
making fuch vain Preparations. Thisiaa very fingular, and 
I believe an unparallelled Cafe. 

' But this Behaviour of Spain may be attributed to mothei 
Caufe ; it may proceed from our MiniJlry being fo earnefl 
to obtain fome Treaty or other, that rather than want one, 
they were willing to take up with the very woril that could 
be offered ; that when the Parliament met, they might fay 
fometbing had been done in Confequence of the vaft Expences 
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we had heen tt Bot Sir» it is impofliWe for m to know *™i^f8^* "' 
any Thing certainly of this Affair without agreeing tQ the (s„^»-v— sJ ■ 
prefent Motion, which I heartily give my Voice for.' 

SirWiUiam Yonge. 
Sir, 

' I w\i\ with al! my Heart that Gentlemen would con- *ii- wjiliam Vpnee. 
iiue iJiemfelves to the Subjed of the Debate : I am fure 
it would fa¥e a great deal of Time and Trouble to 
themfelvM and others. We have been told. Sir, that 
the Reafon why we ought to agree to this Motion, is be- 
caufe we did not bring the Court of Spain to agree to a 
definitive inllead of a preliminary Treaty ; tho' Gentlemen 
have not been fo kind as to give the Houfe any Reafons why 
this PreJiminary may not anfwer all the Ends we could have 
propofed by a definitive Treaty, 

* But we are told that the Refblutions we came to laft 
Scj^on ought to have directed our Mimftcrs in infixing upon 
a definitive Treaty, or they ought not to have treated at all. 
This Sir, I can by no Means agree to. Wc did not mean 
by ihefe Refolutions, to tie the Miniilry dowa to enter into 
am immediate War i tlicy were intended, as the honourable 
Gentleman wellobrervcs, to fcrve SlS a Diredion to the Mi- 
niAry in the fucceeding Par: of their Negociation: But how 
does it appear to him, that they they have not? We have, 
fays he, got a preliminary Treaty inftcad of a definitive 
one. Give me Leave to ask that Gentleman, Sir, if there 
was any Thing in thefe Relbbtions that cy'd our Minillry*a 
Hands from making a preliminary Treaty till fuch Time a* 
a definitive one could be drawn up ? If there ia not, where- 
in are our Minillers to blame, if they have concluded a preli- 
minary Treaty, in which a ftrift Regard has been had to 
the Refoluiious of Parliaraent ? If the Situation of Affaira 
betwixt Spain and us abiblutety required that we fhould ac- 
cept of this preliminary Treaty, can the honourable Gen- 
tleman pretend, that the Ends for which wc came to the Re- 
folutions he has mentioned^ liavc not been anfwCTcd ? But, 
fays the honourable Gentleman, why was this a preliminary 
Treaty, and not a definitive ohl' ? Did we not furnifh Money 
enough ; Have we not fitted out Fleets ftrong enough to ob- 
lige Spain to accept of our own Terms? I think, Sir, 
that this Objcftjon admits of a veiy plain Anfwer, The 
Refolutions of a Houfe of Parliament and its Proceedings, 
are founded on the Interells of the Nation, a.s they appear 
from her Laws, her Corjftitution, and her Treaties with 
other Powers: But Miuilters, Sir, have a harder Task; 
they are tied dciwn to the Refolutions of Parliament, and at 
the ^e Time they are obliged to con fide r how far the In- 
tcrcft of their Prince may beaffcftcd by other Circumftancesj 
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which the Parliament, let their Intentioa% be nevih* fo up. 
right, and their Difcernmeut never fo juft, can have nc» Op^ 
portunity of knowing. Thefe Circamftances, Sir, may de- 
pend on the CharaQiers of chofe with whom they are to nego- 
ciate, and the Difpofitions that are made at other Courts lor 
entering into or ftrengthening Alliances, They may de- 
pend on Intrigdesj which they who are at a great 0iftance 
can have no Notion of, and to which perhaps alittle muft be 
yielded in order to gain a great deal. For thefe Reafons it 
would be the molt abfurd Thing in the World in us to find 
Fault with our Minifters for any Mcafure they fliall enter 
intOj, unkfs we are abfolutely fore that they had none of the 
Difficulties I have mentioned to encounter with. 'Tis like- 
■wife for thisReafon that our Conftituiiou has veiled the 
Crown with the Prerogative of making Pea«: or War j be- 
caufe it never can be prefmned that we, who are confined to 
an Ifland, who can know nothing but from Hearfay, whofe ' 
Deliberations are fo flow, and whofe publick Capacity deter- 
mines at a certain Period, can be thoroughly inflra^cd in 
every Particular that may make more vigorous or more peace- 
ful Meafures neceffary, Btit, Sir, fliouJd this Houfe always 
aflTume to itfelf, without having regard to any of thefe Con- 
Jiderations, a Power of cenlunngthe Meafures of the Mini- 
ftry, for not afting llriftly up to what they conceive would 
have been proper ;, ftiould we on all Occafions, prefcnbe 
Rules to the Miniilry in what»Manner their Negociations are 
to be carried on, and on what Terms they are to infill ; I 
think it would he very hard to point out wherein the Prero- 
gative of the Crown in making Peace or War confifts. 

' I hopCf Sir, I Ihall not be midaken, as if I meant that 
we are never to offer our Advice to his Majelly, and that we 
are to wink at every Thing the Miniftry fhall do. I think 
the Greatnefs of a King of Britain depends on his alway> 
a^fting in Concurrence with Parli amenta and that the Safe- 
ty of this Nation confifts in our having it always in our 
Power to cenfure the Conduit of wicked Minifters, But at 
the fame Time, Sir, we are not to prefcribe the Manner In 
vvhich his Majeily is to adl, nor, under the Fret<?nce of calling 
wicked Minifters to account, are we to perfecute or opprefs 
^opd ones. But, fays the honourable Gentleman, if our 
Minifters had real Difficulties -to Jlruggle with, if they met 
with unreafbnable Oppofition, why ought this to be con- 
cealed from P:irl lament? This Houfe can make Allow^Jicei 
for that ; we will even applaud them, if thej'havedexteroufly 
furmounted thofe Obftacks; and therefore thefe Papers 
ought to be laid before us» that we may know the true &taie 
of the whole Affair. Sir, I am of Opinion, that before there 
is Occaiion to call for any Papers whatfosvcr relating to thit 
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which has been condudcd,is, or is noCapropenMeafure in itfelf ; 
If we find that it is a proper Meafure, if we find that it anfwers 
all the Intentions of the Refolutiona we prefented to his Ma- 
jelly la ft Seffioo, where iathe NeceiEty, wherein the Expediency 
of calling for any Papers at all ? If on the other Hand, it 
fliould be found a deftrudive Meafure, we are at Liberty to 
do as we ihall think expedient} and his Majefty will dbubt- 
lefs have a great Regard to oar Sentiments and Reprefentatbns. 

* I cannot help obfervjng, Sir, that had the Convention 
faeea a definitive inltead of a preliminary Treaty, the honou- 
rable Gentleman, according to his own Way of arguing, 
would have had no Pretence for agreeing to the prefetit 
Motion. Had it been a definitive Treaty, the QueJlion 
then^ it feem?, would have been upon the Merits of the 
Treaty Itfelf ; but as it is a preliminary one, the Queftion 
now is not about the Merits of the Treaty, but upon thofe 
Steps that were taken previous to it. I am not inclined to 
anticipate the Debate upon the Convention, by pointing out 
the fmall Di:Serence that is betwixt it andadefinittveTaeaty : 
Give me Leave to fay, Sir, that the Foundation that is there- 
in laid for a definitive Treaty, is entirely agreeable to the 
Refoltitiona of this Houfc ; and I dare venture to fay, that 
when it (hall come to be confidercd. Gentlemen will think 
ie the be ft Meafurc that could have been purfued in our 
prefent Circumftances. 

* Biit, fays the honourable Gentleman, why may we not 
appoint a Committee of Secrecy for perufing the Papers to 
be addrefled for, who ihall make ftich Extradts from them aa 
are proper for the Information of this Houfe? I am very 
far, Sir, from qucftioning the Honour of any Gendeman 
who may be of fuch a Committee, or from thinking that 
they could be capable of making any bad U(e of thcfe 
Papers ; But I am humbly of Opinion, that fuch an Expe- 
dient would be far from anfwering the Ends propfsfed. A 
Committee of Secrecy raighE indeed fattsfy themfelvK ; but 
I cannot fee how any Information from them can beiatiafac- 
lory to the reft of the Houfe. The honourable Gentle- 
man himfelffays, tliat he can forma right Judgment of the 
Convention no other Way than by feeing and perufing thefe 
Papers; but. Sir, if he himfclf were not of that Committee, 
he muft be fatlsfied with the Report of the Committee, 
fo that he can have it only at fccand*hand. Befidcs, there 
jnay be fuch a Connexion betwixt thofe Matters that are im- 
proper to be communicated to the Houfe, and chofe that are 
neceffary for our Information, that the Extrafls mull be 
niangied, incoherent, and uninteJligiblc. For my Pari, if aa 
A^r happened whcic it wiis abfolutely ucceiEry that Pa- 
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pen (hould be communicated from the Crown for the bettCff 
Informarion of this Houfe, 1 fliould not think my fe!f at 
Liberty to ibrm any decifivc Judgment of that A^ir upon 
the Report of the Committee, any more than the honou- 
rab!e Gentlsman thinks himfelf at Liberty to form fuch ^ 
Judgment of the Convention on the Report of the Min^fl 
ftry. The Reafon of this will be evident to any Man, wh©" 
confiders what a vaft Difftrence there is betwixt the ftreing 
Things, of which we are to be Judges, with our own Eyes, 
and feeing them with the Eyes of other Men, 

* As to our loneign Interefts^whjch hare been fo much talk'd 
of on this Occdion ; I think it would be againft every Maxim 
of found Policy, to revive any manner of Diilerence that 
may be betwixt us and anyof our Neighbours at this Jun^rr, 
1 own. Sir, that I am not of Opinion, that the fooner we 
oblige France to come to a Declaration either one Way or 
othert the better for this Nation. I think that if we gare 
Krance any Handle to join Spain on this Occafion, it may 
tend very mtich to our 3C)ctriment, Every Gentleman who 
refltfb how much our Trade was ruined by the Privateers 
of that Nation in the laft War, will give his Voice againft 
this Nation being again expofcd to the like Calamities, if 
we can confidently and with oar own Honour avoid it. 

* I'he honourable Gentleman, Sir, took up my worthy 
Friend who fits near me, for faying " that we enjoy many 
Branches of our Commerce unrivaird,and uncomplained of by 
our Neighbours,'''' Sir, I can*t help being of this Opinion, 
efpecially when I confide r the late v a It Increafe of our Ship- 
ping, and Extenfion of our Trade. Theie two Particulars, 
Sir, sre undeniable, and muft be evident to any Man, who 
has JivM along enough to be able to compare the Figure 
which the Trading Part of the Nation made 30 or 40 Year> 
ago with what it does now. Any Gentleman, Srr, who 
can do that, ma ft be convinced that it wotild be the Height 
of Folly in us to endanger thefe Advantages by a precipi* 
toteill-thrjed Breach with any of our Neighbours, 

* The honourable Gentleman allows that the Spaniffi 
Weft-Indi;in Trade, (b far 1 prefume, as we are concerned 
in it, ought to be touched upon with a very delicate Hand ; 
yet at the f;ime Time he feems to be of Opinion, that v/t 
ought, upon this Occafion, to inquire into the Abufcs that 
may have been introduced by other Nation* into that Trade. 
I think, Sir, it would be gobg quite out of our Road If 
we fhould make the leaft Enquiry of that Kind. I believe. 
Sir, the great Abufes committfd by our Merchants in the 
SpanJfti Weft- Indies arc not unknown to many GcndemeD 
in tliis Houfe i and that the vaft Circulation of our own 
Specie in our Colonics in America^ that the vaft Plenty of 
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iSdUon here, and the great Qaanticics of Span ifli Money c«r- Anno u o«.. 
rent in our Weft- Indies, are in a great Meafiire, if not wholly, 
owing to the Advantages which we have reaped by that 
Trade, and which, if we are to be determineti by the Word* 
Of Intentions of Treaties, may not be Ittidly jufti liable. 

* The honourable Gentleman's Jealoufy of the French, 
and his Infinuation of their being indulged in Privileges that 
are denied to us, appear to me to be very ill grounded. If 
that had been the Cafe, we mull before now have heard of le 
from our Merchants trading in thofe Places; and we muft 
have perceived it in the fenfible Decay of Trade among ft 
ijurfelves. I'm afraid, Sir, that if we Ihould proceed to 
fettle Accounts! as the honourable Gentleman fays we ought 
to do, we Oxould find ourfelves under very great Diladvan- 
tages in fome Particulars. If all our Treaties of Commerce 
and Navigation with the other Powers of Europe were to 
be canvafled, Sir, I believe other Powers would have more 
Encroachments to complain of, and with more Juftice tOOj 
than we can. Every Gentleman in this Houfe, I dare fay, 
knows very well that by the Treaties benvixt us and Spain, 
every Ship of ours that is found trading tvith the Spanifh 
Weit-Indies is conBfcable, But will any Gentleman, Sir, 
take it upon him to affirm, that our Merchants don't carry 
on that Trade in Defiance of all Treaties ? This is an Abufe, 
Sir, that not only the Spaniards but the French and other 
Nations have a Right to complain cf: For we are tied down 
by our Treaties with them, as well as by thofe with Spain, 
not to attempt or carry on fuch a Trade, Therefore, Sir, 
J think it would be very unadvifeable in us, at this Juncture, 
to awaken any Differences that may be betwixt our Neigh- 
bours and us, as the honourable Gentleman advifes. But, 
Sir, this Nation has nothing to dread as long as that happy 
Union, which has always fubfifled betwixt his Majefty and 
the Parliament ftill continues : For tho' I am pcrfuaded that 
his Majefly will never encoutage any unjull Encroachments 
in his Subjefts on thofe of any other Power » yet we may be 
very well aftured, while fuch a Union fubfifts, no other w HI 
dare to make any fuch Encroachments upon us, 

• The honourable Gentleman him.felf allowed, that it 
rever was the Cuflora cf this Houfe to call for P,ipers re* 
lating to a Negociation not concluded t yet h-* fecraed to be 
furprized how any Body could think that hisMijeily would 
tike our agreeing to this Motion amifs* In the mean Time, 
Sir, he did not think fit to give us any Rcafon why the Pa- 
pers now moved to be addrelfed for, ought no: to be looked 
upon as Papers relating to a Negociation fi'ill in Deptindance. 
If, Sir^ we are to Icok: upon them as iUch, is there the leaft 
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Doabt that his Majefty will have very good Reafon for taking 
Qut Proceeding in this Manner amifa ? 

» It 13 true, Sir, that after the Treaty of Seville was con- 
daded, the Papers relating to that Treaty were laid before 
this Houfe i but I am far from thinking that that Treaty was 
but a prdiminary one. The Stipulations contained in it 
appeal to be full, exprefs, and definitive. Some Points, in- 
deed, were left to be adjured by Commiflaries, but thefe 
were far from beiTig the material Points of Difference be- 
twixt us and Spain at that Time. They related not to na- 
tional, but private Property i therefore that Treaty can 
never be brought in as a Parallel with the Convention, which 
fo far as it relates to private Property, is definitive ; tho' fo 
far as it relates to national Property, it n preliminary. His 
Majefty, who h the Guardian of our national Property, has 
thought fit to refer the Points relating to our Commerce to a 
futwe Negociation ; and ftiall we fo far exprefs our Diftrufl: 
of his royal Intentions, as, in a Manner, to take the Nego- 
ciations out of his Hands ? Shall we fet a Precedent which 
in future Times may be fo far abufed as to deprive his 
Succeflbrs of the faireft Jewel of their Prerogative, that of 
making Peace or War, independent of any other Branch of 
the I^gifiature ? 

' The honourable Gentlemani who fpoke laft, laid that 
we never yet had been wanting in our Returns of Oratitudc 
to his Majcfty for the Regard he has exprefFcd towards us, 
I ]\ope. Sir, we never fliall be wanting in fuch Returns j if 
we are, we fhall be wanting to ourielve^ i but unlefs it can be 
proved to the Houfe, either that the Papers, now moved to 
to be addreifcd for, do not relate to a Negociatfon iltll in Dc- 
pendance, or that it has been ufual for this. Houfe, to 
addrefs for Papers relating to fuch a Negocistion, I muft be 
of Opinion, that his Majefty will have Reafon not to think 
it a grateful Return, ftiould we agree to the pre fcnt' Motion, 
but to look upon it as a Mark of our diilrufting not only ha 
Minlftry^'sbut hisown Intentions. 

' If we have ftrengthened his Majefly's Hand*. Sir, it h 
only in order to fecLire our own Property; if we have 
been at any extraordinary Expcncc, it is in order to fave 
a much greater Expence to the Nation. Had this Houfe 
always ailed in the fame Manner, had the Parliament al- 
ways given the Prince, when they had no Reafon to 
think he would make a bad Ufe of it, fufficient Power to 
tnake our Enemies hearken to Reafon, the great Wafte of 
Elood and Treafure expended in the late War might have 
been prevented. To what was the bad Succefs of all the 
Meafures of King William attributed, but to the unreafonablc 
Jealoufy which a Party entertained of his and his Riiniftry*s 
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Inttntion» ? If he fct a Kegoclatioa on Foot, if he entered 
into Meafures that tended vifibly to advance the common Jntc- 
reil, he immediate I y roet with Opoofition, the Meafurcs were 
divulged to the Enemy^ and himfelf difabled from reaping 
Advantage from the bcA and moll publick-fpirited Schemes 
that ever were laid down. And fliall we, Sir, at a Jundture, 
which requires the mod prudent Condud of our Govern- 
ment, to oppofe perhaps a more formidable Power than 
he had to grapple with, falJ into the fame Errors that ren- 
dered all his Endeavours inefFcttual ? He had only to do 
with France ; ihe w^is weaker then than ftie h now, and he 
was ilrengthened with Alliances which it is impraflicable for 
lis now to form. If this, Sir, is rightly confidercd by Gen- 
tlemen, as I hope it will be» they will find that the Powers 
with which wc have doalhcd his Maje% and his MiiiJIlry, 
are fo far from being extraordinary, that they are very mo- 
derate^ and that if we have any Tiling to repent of, ii h 
our not extending them farther. 

* 1 flia!I now, Sir, beg Leave to add one or two Reafons to 
i^ofc of my honourable Friend who fpokeagainfl the Motion. 
The Dangers which this Nation has to apprehend in her 
prefent Sittiation, are not entirely from abroad. Thefe 
Dangers, tho' they are indeed formidable, would be but In- 
coniiderable, were not our Enemies abroad fupported by a 
turbulent, difaifcQed Faftion at Home. A Government, 
in fuch a Situation as our Government is now in, would b« 
Juftified by Pofteriry, if they made fome Stretches of Power 
aot llri6;ly agreeable to Law; fince their Enemies commit fo 
many Abufcs of Liberty, which are fo abfoliitely dellru^ive 
«f all Subordination and Duty. But notwithllanding the 
Difficulties this Government has to encounter, the Miniftry 
»ay appeal to their moft Inveterate Enemies, if they have 
ever yet made any fuch Stretch, if they have ever yet taken 
any Meafares that are not ftri<aiy agreeable to the Spirit of 
the Conllitution, 

* This is what I beUevc no former Miniftry, under the 
like Ditcouragements, could boaft of. But, Sir, I think, in 
the mean Time, that his Majeity's Minifters would be very 
much wanting in their Duty, both to their Prince and Coun- 
tr)f , if they (hould not oppofe every Step that may give tJieir 
Enemies an Advantage to their Prejudice, The Animoiitie* 
in this Nation are now raifed to ib great a Height, that a 
certain Fadion amongil us will join with any Enemies, pro- 
vided they could gratify thereby their unjutl and invincible 
Hatred towards his Majefly^s MiniHers, I am apt to be- 
Lievc, that tlve Fadtion among ourfelves would be the firll to 
cry out againft as for laying all the Secrets of a depending 
Kegodation open to our foreign Eaemies, when at the fame 
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Time they perhaps are concerting Schemes, from the Dif- 
Covery they thereby make, for the DeflrLiftioit of th&ir Coun- 
try. This is no new Game of that Fa£llon } we have known 
them before this railing at a Miniftry for giving Advanuges 
to cheir foreign Enemies, while in the mean Time they were 
entering into Plots and ConlpiTaciea with that very Enemy, 
in order to improve rhefe Advantages, For thefe ReaibnSj 
Sir, [ am agaiiill the Motion, 

Mr. Sandys. 
Sifj 

* As hisMajefty, in his Speech from the Thrfcne, ac- 
qininted us, that the Treaty or Convention lately concloded 
with Spain, would be laid before m in this SeJEon of Parlia- 
ment; and as we mult prefume, that when it is laid before us 
and taken into Confideracion, ibme Sort of Propofition or 
Motion will be made, either far approving or difapproving 
of that Treaty ; we ought therefore to have every Thing laiH 
before us that may any "Way relate to it, or to Che long Ne- 
gociation that was carried on for bringing it about. When I 
fay (b. Sir, I do not mean thnt we are either to approve or 
difepprove of any Thing that has been done by liis Majefty. 
In all fucii Cafes we are to look upon what has been done, as 
done by his Majedy's Mlnifters, and their Doings we 
may cenfurej we may conjeinn, we have often too good 
Reafon to condemn. What may be the Fate of this Con- 
vention, or what Fate it may deferve to meet with in this 
Houfe, I Ihall not now pretehd to determine; but that we 
may neither juilify nor condenin, applaud nor cenfurc, widi- 
out a good Reafon, I think it h tibfolutely neoelTary for us to 
know how Matters ftand, -At prefent, between us and Spain ;■ 
What are the chief Caufc of the Difputes that have fo long 
fubfilled between the two Nations; And what Meafureshave 
been taken for clearing up, or potting an End to thofe 
Difputes. 

'I am furpri'icd any Gentlipman can think, that 
we cin know any Thing of the Convention that is to 
be laid before us, or of the Negociacion that has been 
carried on for brlngmg it about, without feeing the Mem<>- 
rials and Reprerent'-tions that have been made to the King of 
Spain, or ius Minifters, relating to the Spanilh Depredations. 
I hope, that on our Part at leaft, there are no Secrets between 
our Minifters and the Court of Spain, but what may be di- 
vulged to this Houfe, or even to the whole Nation ; I hope 
the Memorials and Repreftntations drawn up and fent to 
Sp.iin by our Minillers, contain nothing but a plain Repre- 
^sntation of our Rights, and of the Injuries we have fuf- 
Jered, and an honell, tho' preremptory Demand of Satis- 
fMm, Reparation, and Security. If this be the Cafc^ 
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laying them before this Houfe can be attended with no bad Aima iiGea.n, 

Confequence : It can no way interrupt the Courfe of our ''j*-J9- 
Negociationsj nor can it bring a (]enfure upon any Man that 
was concerned in drawing them up. If I had moved for the 
Memorials, Reprefentations, or Anfwersj that had been de- 
livered to his Majefty. ^r any of his Minifters, in the Name, 
and by the Order of the King of Spain, it might perhaps 
have been faid» that laying fuch Piipers before this Houfe 
would interrupt the Courle, and might prevent the Effefl of 
our peaceable Negociations ; bccatife the Court of Spain 
might from thence draw Pretence, for refufing to correfpond 
or treat any longer with thofe, who could conceal nothing 
that was wrote orfaid to them, Tho' I am of Opinion, that 
we ought, upon this Occafion, to fee even thefq Memorials, 
Reprefent^jtions, or Anfwers, yet I purpofely avoided in- 
cluding them in my Morion, that there might be no Fretenoe 
for makingiin Objc^ion againft it. 

' It is not ity much as pretended. Sir, that the Treaty or 
Convention ta- be Said before us is a definitive Treaty, His 
Majefty, in his Speech from the Throne, has told us, that 
it is not a definitive Treaty : He has told us, that thofe 
Grievances and Abufes, which have hitherto interrupted our 
Commerce and Navigation in the American Sea;, and all 
other Difputes betl^'een the two Nations, except that of 
Reparation to ouis Felbw-Subjefb for their Loites, remain 
yet to be regulated and fettled by Plenipotentiancs. 1 wii!i- 
the only Article that is fettled, may not appear to have been 
fettled to our Difadvantage, But this is not the only Thing 
we ate to enquire into, when we come to examine thia 
Convention. If the Court of Spain appeared to he in aVi" 
Humoui: to give us full Sati^fudtion, with refpe^ to all the 
other Matters which they have been al lowed of late Years to 
difputCTvith us, our agreeing co fuch a preliminary Con- 
vention, and even our yielding a little with refpcdl to tht 
Artidc that is fettled, may perhaps be julHfied : But if, on 
the contrary, the Court of Spain appeared to be in no Hu- 
mour tD give us a proper Satisfaction, with refpcdl to any 
one of the Matters now in Difpute between us, confidcring 
the Danger ourTrade and Navtg;ition Uesexpofed to by tlie 
iinjufl, and hitherto unheard-of Claim they have fei up of 
fearchiog out Ships in the open Seas, it was ridiculous in m 
to agree to any Preliminancs, witnout having that Point firft 
fettled loqir Satisfadion, andflill more ridiculous to accept 
of any partial Repartition for the LofTss our Merchants and 
Seamen have already fuftained by their Depredations. 
Therefoft:, wiwnwe come co examine into this Cbnventton, 
the chief roint that v6tl come under our Confideration muft 
\?Cf US kmw wtu£ Huisour ;be Court of $paia feema to be 
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AW9 1* oa». u. in, and what we may expeft by the Deky which this pie- 
i?j»-W' liminarf Convention muft occafion ; and, I ihould be glad 
to know, how we can form any Judgment as to this Point, 
without feeing at leaft thofe Memorials and Reprefentations, 
which our Minlfters have thought £t to make to the King of 
Spain and his Mlnilters ; for, from what his Majefty has 
told as of the Convention, I am fure we can form no judg- 
ment as to this Point, from any Article in the Convention 
itfdf. 

X do not know, Sir, what fome Gentlemen may think 
his Majefty means by ordering the Convention to be kid be- 
fore 415, Perhaps they may think, that we oi^ht only to 
read it over, and thereupon prefent a polite Adnrefs in the 
modern Way, applauding the Wifdom of his Majcfty** Mea- 
fures, that is to fay, the Wifdom of thofe who advifed him 
to take fnch Meafiires, But, I muil think, his Majeily 
does not mean any fuch Thing. He means, I am lure, 
that we Ihould not only read it, but examine it thotouglilj-, 
and that, after we have examined the whole Affair to tJic 
Bottom, we ihould give him our ho tie ft and ft ncere Opinion, 
This, I am convinced, is what his Majefty means by order- 
ing the Convention to be kid before us ; and this we can- 
not comply with, till at leall the Paperamow movtd lor be 
laid before uj ; therefore in Daty to his Majetty, as well as 
oat of Regard to our own Flonoiir, we ou^t to agree to the 
Motion. 

Sribtiberi wtfpolc Sir Robert Walpolc. fl 

Sir. ■ 

* I believe no Gentleman who has the Honour to be a 
Member of thisHoufe fuppofcs, that we are not to examine into 
the Nature of the Convention lately concluded with Spain^ 
or that his Majefty intends we fhould not. I am fure I do 
not fuppofe any fuch Thing t On the contrary, I hope, that 
when it is laid before us, we ftuU not only examine tho- 
Toughly every Article of it, but alio that we (hall exumixie 
into the prelent Circumtiances of Affairs both at home and 
nbroad ; which we maft do, before we caji form a right 
Judgment of the Convention his Majedy has agneed ta 
When the feveral Articles are particularly examined, and 
all Circumftances duly confidered, we ought then to give 
our moft fmcere C^inion and Advice to his Majcily ; aiuJ, 
from the View I have of our prefent Circum fiances, and 
what 1 have heard or know of that Convention, 1 believe 
the Opinion of this Houfe wHl be, that the concluding and 
ratifying the Convention was one of tiie wileil Meafures his 
Majefty could take i and our Advice^ I doubt not, will be, 
thai his Majefty ihould proceed upon the Foundation laid by 
that Convention, and endeavour, by peaceable Methods to 
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put an Endp by a ddinklve Treaty, to all tlie Difputei 
now fubfiiling between the two Nations. 

J fhall grant. Sir, that in order lo estamine thoroughly in- 
to the Nature of the Convention^ and into the Circumllanc^ 
of our Afairs both at home and abroad, it will be oecefl^jy 
for us to have a great many Papers laid before us. Bat in 
calling or addreffing for Papers of any Kind, wc ought at 
aU Times to be extremely cautious, efpecially in calling for 
Papers relating to any Tranfaftion which is not then finally 
condoded. The Gentlemen who have already fpoke againft 
this Motion^ have ikid ib much with regard to the Danger 
and Inexpediency of it at this Time, that I have nothing to 
add on that Head. Only, Sir, I beg Leave to advance one 
general Ob{ervation upon what they have faid^ and that if, 
that when we find ourCelves obliged to take an AfFair into 
our Confideration, before it is brought to a final Concltifion^ 
I do not think it would be bad Policy in this Houfe, to lay 
it down as an eftablifhed Maxim, never to addiefs for any 
Papers upon fuch Occafions, but to leave it entirely to his 
Majefty, to order fuch Papers to be laid before us, as he 
might think neceflary for git'^ing us a proper Light into 
the Aif^ir, and fuch as he knew might be fafely commu* 
nicatcd, 

* To apply what I have faid to the Cafe now befor* us ; 
It muft be allowed. Sir, that the Convention lately con-^ 
eluded with Spain, relates to an Affair not yet finally ended. 
It relates to an Affair now under Negotiation between the 
two Courts ; for, I fhall readily agree, that the Articles of 
the Convention can at beft be called but a Sort of prelimi- 
nary Articles, which are to be further explained and per- 
k£^d by a definitive Treaty ; and if a fatisfe^ry Treaty 
may be obtained by peaceable Means, and in Confequence 
of thefe preliminary Articles, which no Man can fay is im- 
poffihle, it would be wrong in us to do any Thing, or to 
call for any Paper, which by being made publick, might 
dilappoint fo good an Effect. Now, as thta Convention 
was, as every preliminary Agreement muft be, preceded by 
a Negotiation, fome Things may have paflcd during that 
Negotiation, which the Court of Spain would not defire to 
be made publkk^ and woald even look on it as a high Af- 
front, in cafe they ftiould be made pablick. We know how 
jealous Princes are even of what is called the Punftilioof 
Honour; and therefore wc muft know, that it is always 
dangerous to publilh the Tranfaftions of a Negotiation till 
fome Time after it has been concluded. While fuch Tranf- 
aftions remain fecret, many Things may be faid and done 
by both Parties without much Notice, which citlier Party 
n-ould think himfelf in Honour obliged to refent in the 
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higlieft Winner, in cafe they Ihould be made pub! let. 
Therefore, with regard to thofe Memorials and Reprefcn- 
tations that have been fetit to the Court of Spain, and muft 
confeqaently be already known to that Court, it would not, 
perhap, at prcfent, be very prudent to pubUfli them ; be- 
caufe it might alter the prefent good Humour which the 
Court feems to be in, and might render it impoffible for us 
to obtain either Satis faflionf Reparation, or Security, an/ 
other Way but by Force of Arms* 

• 1 fliall grant. Sir, that in ofder to know how Matter* 
ftand at pre fen t between us and Spain, the Caufes of our 
pre Cent Difputei, and the Meafures his Majelly" has taken to 
put an End to them, k would be proper for us to fee all the 
Papers that have been mentioned, and a great many more 
than have been now moved for. We cannot pro pole to ac- 
quire a full and perfedb Knowledge of thefe Matters, and of 
the Citcumftances of Affiirs at home and abroad, without 
having a compleat Knowledge of all the Negotiations that 
have been lately carried on, or are now carrying on, not 
only between us and Spam, but between us and every other 
Power m Europe; but this h a Knowicdge, which every one 
muft admit, his MajeJly neither can, nor ought to commu- 
nicate to Parliatnent. I have /hewn, that the commuaii 
eating all thofe Papers that are now moved for, might be 
the moll dangerous Confequence ; and even the honoural 
Gentleman hiinfelf who moved for thofe Papers, alio 
that we ought not to defire all the Memorials, Rcprefenta- 
tions, and Anfwers received from the Court of Spain, to be 
laid before 05 i becaufe our rendering the Contents of foTUt: 
of thero publJck, might put a Hop to our Negotiations, and 
make the Court of Spain refufe to treat any longer with us. 
Are not we, Sir, to apprehend the fame Confequence, froav. 
our rendering publick the Memorials and Reprefentatioti 
that have been made to the King of Spain, or his Miniilei^ 
For the Memorials and Reprcfentatlons that have been m; 
by us, jnoft relate to, and may probably recite a great Part^ 
if not the whole Subftance, of thofe wt: have receivol. 

* What are we then to do in fuch a Cafe, Sir ? We can 
not defire a full and perfect Knowledge of all fach Affaii 
We muil content ourfelves with fudi a Knowledge as m 
befafely communicated to us, without injuring the publii 
Affairs of the Nation ; And we muft leave it to his Majefti 
to judge, what may be fafely communicated. We may d*' 
pend upon his Goodnefs, and the Reg.i.rd he has for 
Parliament, that he will, upon this Occafion, comro 
to us every Paper, and every TranfeSion relating to tl 
Spanish Depredations, that can be fafely communicat 
ed: But bis Wifdom, and the Regard he haa for 
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Honour and Intereft of Jiis Kingdoms, muft prevent hh 
comrounicating to us any Tfriiig that ought not, that cannot 
be fafely niatle pablicli; and we ought not, by aifunrealbn^ 
able Addrefs, to raile a Conteft in his Royal Breaft, tietween 
his Goodnefs and Wifdom^ or between the Regard he has 
for his Parliament, &Tid the Regard he hiA for the Honour 
and intereil of his Kingdomsn 

* The Refoliitions we have already come to, I did not, k 
is true, oppofei but it was not, Sir, be<aufe I entireJy ap- 
proved of them. It was, becaofe I did not feeany Tbitig in 
them, bat what his Majeity, [thought, might comply wfth : 
I did not apprehend that by any of them, there were Piipers 
called for that might not be fafdy made publtck : But with 
regard to the laft Refolution the honourable Gentleman 
has been pleafed to propofe, the Cafe is very diiFerent, At 
firft View of it, I i'ec, that there are Pupers called 
for, which it may not be fafe tD make publick : Some of 
thofe Papers, I think, may probably be fuch, as would dif- 
cMe the Secrets of our Government, or irtermpt, if not put 
a full Stop to, the Courfe of our Negotiations : Therefore I 
inuft look upon the Addreiles propolcd by that Refo!ution» 
to be of fuch a Nature, that theie is the higheft Probabitit/ 
of his Majefty's not being able to comply with them ; and 
whilll I have the Honour to have a Seat in this Houfe, I 
Jhall always be ready to give my Teftimony agamli: our re- 
folvmg to defire any Thing of his Majelty by an Addrcfs, 
which I think he cannot, confidently with the Honour of 
his Crown, or the Interell of hia Kingdoms, fully comply 
with. 

• From what I have faid, Sir, I hope every Gentleman 
will fee, that there is a great Difference between the Ad- 
drefles we have agreed to, and the Addrefs now prop«fed. 
By the former we defire nothing of his Majedy , at leaft fo 
far as we can comprehend, but wh:it he may comply with, 
without divulging the Secrets of his Government, and run- 
ning the Risk of defeating thofe Negotiations be is carrying 
on, for fecuring the Trade and Navigation of his Kingdoms. 
By the latter we are to defire of his iViajefty, what 1 think 
I have Ihcwn he cannot, in all probability, fafely comply 
with. Thk h the proper Diftindion berween the Addrefles 
we have agreed to, aiid the Addrefs now propofcd i and 
every Gentlemnn that makes this Difttnttion, may cafily 
fet a good Reafon for his giving a Negative to the latter, 
notwithllanding his having given his Atlent to the former; 
/or all thofe who think there if? <tny Thing defired by the 
Addrefs nowpropofed, which his MAJefty cannot fafely com- 
ply with, muft. I think, in Duty to their Sovereign, give 
flieir Negative to the Q«cKion< 
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ajw) w^cc*. II-' * I (hall conclude with obfcrving, Sif, that it would be 
'"'^" highly imprudent in us at prcfent, to prdfent any Addrefs 
that his M;ijefty could not fully comply with ; for if foreign 
Courts, and paittcularly the Court of Spain, ihould be in- 
formed, that the Parliament had begun to prefenC Addtiefles 
which the King rould not comply with : If they ftiould hear 
that his Majeftyhad, in the leaft Article, rcfufed to comply 
with the Requeft of his Parliament, they'would imtnediately 
begin to prefume, that a Breach was to enfue between King 
and Parliament : They would then begin to believe, that 
there is fome Truth in what they have fo often been told, 
by the Libels fprcad about this Kingdom ; that the People 
of this Kingdom are a divided People ; that they are dif- 
affc^ted to their Sovereign i and that the Parliament had 
now begun to do, what they have often done, what 1 hope 
they wilJ always do, when there is a juft Occafion, which I 
am fure ts far from being the Cafe at prefent : I mean, that 
the Parliament had begun to efpoufe the Caufe of the People 
ngainll the King and his Miniftcrs, This Prefumption, 
Sir, would make not only the Court of Spain, but every 
Court we have any Difference with, k6 pliable, or more 
unreaibnable th^n they are at prefent ; and at the fame 
Time, it wonld give the other Courts of Europe fwch a con- 
temptible Opinion of us, as would of Courfe prevent their 
joining In any Alliance with us; by which Means, we fbould 
render it not only imprafttcable to obtain Satisfa^ion from 
the Court of Spain by fair Means, but impoffiWe to obtain 
it by Force of Arms ; and as this would be one of the moJl 
unfortunate Situations th)i> Nation could be reduced to, I am 
fure every Gentleman that has a Regard for his native Coun- 
tr)', and views the Quellion now before us in this Light, 
will join with me in putting the Negative upon it.' j 

wmjuaPuitwyEfiu Mr. Puheney. I 

Sir, 
' I wilh his Majefty's Name were not fo much made ufe of 
in this Houfe, as it ufualJy is. Some Gentlemen feem to af- 
fed talking in his Majefty's Name of every publlck Meafure 
that happens to be mentioned in this Houfe, tho* they know 
that when we enquire into any publiek Meafure, or into the 
Management of any publick 7'ranfaiUon, we enquire into 
it, ano we pais our Judgment upon it, as a Thing donej not 
by his Miijeftvj but by his Miniflers, Therefore, I wifll 
they would altera little their M^inner of talking, and in- 
ftead of the Word Majefty, make ufe of the Word Mini- 
fters, or if they pleafe, Minifter. Jf they fliould fay now, 
for Example, in the prefent Cafe, that wc ought never to 
defireany Thing oi the Miniller, which we think he cannot 
fafely comply W)Ch i it would be a more proper Manner of 
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cxprefEng tliemlelveSj and more conformable to the Rules of Atmo ix c«. it. 
I Proceeding in Parliament, than to hy, that wc ought never 
f BO dcfire any Thing of his Majefty, which we think he can- 
not fafety comply with ; and I muft leave it to GentiemcQ 
to confiderj what Sort of a parliamentary Maxim it woald 
be, to refolve, that when we find ourielves obliged^ when 
the unfortunate State cf the Nation is in jnakes tt neccftary 
for us, to take an Affair into Confide ration before it is finally 
concluded, we ought never to call for any Papers upon fuch 
an Occifion, but to leave it entirely to the Minlfler, to lay, 
or order fuch Papers to be laid before ns, &$ he knew he 
might iuifcJy communicate to thofe whole Bufinefs it is to en- 
quire into his Condu^, This, I confefs, would be a Maxim 
extremely convenient for Miniflera, and therefore I am not 
at all fin-prized to hear it come from the Corner from whence 
it does. 

* But, Sir, to be ferioue upon the Subjed now before ua j 
for confided Jig the unfortunate Situation the Affiiirs not only 
of this Nation, but of Europe, are in at prcicut, itisaSub- 
jefl of as (erious a Nature, as ever came before a Britifli Par- 
liament 1 1 muft obferve, that when this Houfe refolves to 
take any panicular and extraordinary Affair into Confidcra- 
tion, it is impofllble for hts Majefty to know what Papers, 
or other Things may be neceflary for giving us a proper 

* Ligbt into the Affair- His Minilters may perhaps know, 
but in former Ages, Minillersi have been known to conceal 
induftrioufly from their Sovereign, many Things they knewi 
and fuch as they ought in Duty to have acquainted him with j 
and therefore our Parliaments never trulted to the King's 
MiniHers for giving him Information in this Particular, 
They confidcred themfelves the Affair which was to come 
before them i they confidered what Papers, or other Things, 
would be neceflhry for giving them a proper Light j and jf 
thofe Papers were fuch as mull be communicated by the 
Crown, they addreHed his M^jelty, that he would be pleafed 
to give Dire&ionsfor Liying fuch or fuch Papers belore them. 
It is therefore from the Addrefles of this Houfe only, that 
hh Majefty can know what Papers may be necefliry to be 
laid before us upon any fuch Occafion j and, when his Ma- 
jefty fees what we addrefs for, he mny then judge, whether the 
Papers called for, or any of them, be fuch as ougnt not to 
be made publick. 

* If the honourable Gentleman's Maxim were to be ad- 
, mitted as an cftablifhed Maxim for our Conduct in this 

Houfe, we could never addrcfl for Papers relating to any 
publick Affiiir that had been tranfaAed within the fame Cen- 
tury } for there is no publick Affair but what may pro- 
babty liavc fome Papers belonging to it that ought not to be 
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made pabllck. At this Rate, Sif, we muft always leave it 
entirely to his Mnjefty, tliat is to fay, to his Majelly*a Mi- 
niiler-s to lay no Papers before lis but fuch a* they think 
may he fafely communicated to Parliament -, in which Cafe, 
every one mull fee, tlut we could never enquire into the 
Condudof any Miuifter* while he continues 3. Favourite of 
the Crown j for no Minifler wiH ever think it fafe to lay 
any Paper before ParlJamentj that rnay be a Foundation for, 
or may any way fupport, an Accufation agaJnfh himfelf j 
&nd, upon this Maxim, he would always have an Excufefor 
not laying fuch Papers before Parliament, by feying, that 
they contain Secrets relating to fome Affair in Agitation, 
which mull not be difcovered tilt the AiFahr u brought to a 
Condition. 

' Thia fliewj!. Sir, how ridiculous it would be to cftablifli 
fuch a Maxim, and therefore, I hope we fliall continue to 
follow the ancient Maxim of this Houfc, which has always 
been, to call for all fucii Papers aa we thought might con- 
tribute towa.rds giving us a full and perfeil Knowledge of the 
AJFiir we were to enquire into, without regarding whether 
or no tlic Papers we thought neoefi^ry for this Purpofc were 
fuch as might probably contain fome Secrets of State. If 
any of them are of fuch a Nature, we may appoint a fecret 
Committee for ejcamining into them, and reporting fuch 
Parts of them as are ncceJIary for our Information ; but, 
tiil bis Majefly has acquainted us that fome of them are of 
fuch a Nature, we have no Occafion for appointing Jiich a 
Committee. This therefore can be no Obje^Sion againlt 
our addrefling for all or any of the Papers now propofed to 
be addrelTed for * butj for my own Part, I cannot fo miica 
as imagine, that there are any important Secrets, I mean 
fiich a5 the Honour or latereft of the Natbn is concerned in 
keeping j I fay, I cannot imagine, that there are any fuch 
in our Tate Negoiiadons with ispiin, or in any of our late 
Tranfaflions relating to the Spanifli Dqiredations. I am 
fure they have made no Secret of the Claims they have lately 
fet up againil us, nor of the Infults they have put upon us : 
On the contrary, they ieem to be fond of publifhing them, 
that the World mziy know how contemptuously they have 
ufcd U5> I do not know but that there may be foftie Secret* 
that ought to be difcovered. Secrets, in the di {covering of 
which, both the Honour and Intereft of the Nation may be 
deeply concerned j but this furely can be no Argument a- 
gjainllour calling for Papers by which fuch a Difcovery may 
be made; and, if any of the Papera now called for can be 
fuppoted to conuin Secrets of fuch a Nature, it is a ftron^ 
Argument: for agreeirg to ihe Motion j for, without fucti 
an AddiC&, we oo hardJ^ expcft to have them laid before us. 
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• If a PrefumptioJii that the Papers to be called for were a**™ n oee, a, 
fach as ought not to be made pablick, ihould be allowed to 
be an Objeflion of any Weight agamft the Refolations now 
propofed, it muft be allowed. Sir, that it was an Objefl:iqii 
of equal Weight againft every Refolution we have agreed 
to. If the Governors of our Plantations, or any Commander 
in Chief, or Captains of his Majefty's Ships of War, had 
not got a full Repamtion, nor fo much as the Promife of a 
full Reparation, for the Loffes our Merchants and Seamen 
have liiilaincd : IfitihoiJd appear, that we have got no Se- 
curity, nor fo much as the Promife of any Security, for our 
Trade and Navigation in Time to oime ; it would then. 
Sir, be incumbent upon tis, to appoint a Day tor refolving 
into a Committee to take the State of the N<ition into our 
Confideration i and, in that Cafe, I fliall grant, that it 
would be neceflary for us to addrefs his Majefly, that he 
would be pkafed to give DireSions for laying before a fecret 
Committee to be appointed for that Purpafe, a full and exa£fe 
Account of all our late Negotiations j in order that we 
might have a full View of the Circumliancea the Nation is 
in, not only with refpeft to its domellick Affairs, but aJfo 
with refpeft to foreign Affairs. Without fuch a View, it 
would be impolTible for thia Houfe to come to any proper 
Refolutions, or to give his Majefty any proper Advice, If 
the Nation has been brought imo fuch Diltrefs, as to be 
obliged to aa;eptof fuch a dilhonourable and difadvantageoua 
Treaty, rather than attempt to vindicate our Honour and our 
Rights by Force of Arms, we cannot expert that thofe who 
brought us into fuch Di itrefc will ever he able to relieve us. 
If any Relief b^ poflible, it muA come fi^om Parliament; 
and it i$ not the firft Time the Parliament has relieved this 
Nation from the utmost Diftrefs. But, in fuch Caies^ we 
muft have a full View of our Aflairs ; we mull not Jhew fuch 
a Complaiiance forour Minifters. as to deny ourfelves any 
Dccdiary Information, for ftar of bringing them into Diffi- 
culties. 

* From what I hare faid, Sir, I hope it will appear, that 
there is nothing in the Addrefs now propofed, but what hit 
Majcrty may comply witJi, but what he certainly will com- 
ply with. If there be any of ilie Papers now propofed to 
be called for, of fuch a Nature »s ought to be kept extreme- 
ly iecret, his Mnjefty may tell us lb, and we may then ap- 
poiut a lecret Committee for inlpefting them, and report- 
ing fuch Parts of them as may be faiely communicated. 
This may perhaps be the Cafe, with regard to fome of the 
Fapei? we have already refolved to addrefs for : There is as 
great a Probability, tltat this may be the Caje with regard 
^ fojne of th^nii as thei^ is of its being the Caic with re- 
gard 
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***i"tS?' ^'' ^'"*^ ^^ ^*'"^* of the Papers now propofed to be addreffed ferr 
Bm if there were not, it would be no Reafon for oar not cal- 
ling for a Sight of Papers thai are abfobtcljf neceflliry lor our 
Intormation, in ii Caile thai b to come before us, a Cafe in 
which both the Honour and Intereil, I may fay, the very 
Being of this Nation , make it neceffiiry for us to be fully in- 
formed. 

* In all Parliamentary Enqairies, the Sovereign of thefe 
Kingdoms can never be led by Motives founded upon the Ho- 
nour of his Crown J or the interelt of his Kingdoms, to re- 
fufe his parliament any Thing they think neceflary for their 
laformatjonj with rcfpcS to the Afikir they have refolved to 
enquire tnto : He may be led fo to do, by the Advice of 
bad MiniJlers, who never give him fuch A Jvice, but for the 
Sake of fcreenlng themfelves from that national Vengeance 
that is ready to fait upon them. But his prefent MajeJty has 
too much Wifdom and Good ne fa to follow any iuch pernici- 
ous Advice- He knuws, that the following fuch Advice, baa 
Jbmetimes proved fatal even to the Crown itfelf; and 
never as yet, thank God ! long preferved the guilty Crin 
naU HisMajefly's Gotxinefs will ina!l Cafes indute him 1 
give the utmoft Satisfa^ion to his People, and from his Wifil 
dom we muft prefume he knows, that in giving Satis faidioffl 
to hia People, confifts the Security of his Crown and the 
HappinefB of his Kingdoms. 

* Thereto re, Sir, what his Majefty may, or may not ^ 
comply with, is a QueAion that ca.nnot enter into the prefem^H 
Debate, The only Queftion thst can enter into the prtfenl ™ 
l>ebate i?, what Papers may, or may not be rieceflary for our 
Information, with regard to the Affair that is foon to come 
before us; for whatever Papers we may think neceffiry lor 
that Purpofe, his Majefty willj! upon our Requeft, fignified 
to him in the ufaal Manner, cerainly order to be bid before 
us. 

* For this Reafon, Sir, the only Qaeft ion now tinder oor 
Conflderation is. Whether the Papers now propoied to bead- 
drefied for, are fuch as are necclfciry for giving us fuch it 
Light into the prefent Circumftanies of our i^ffairs, with 
regard to Spain, as may enable us to form a right Judgment 
of tiie Convention that is, I hope, foon to be laid before m f 
And with reipedtto this Q_vielVion, Sir, the honourable Gen- 
tleman who made the Motion, has fully ihewn. Thai the 
Papers now propofed to be addreffed for, are not only necef- 
{lixy, but more neceflfiry upon the prefent Occafion, thaji the 
Papers we have already relolved to addrefs for. Nay, it is 
a Quel^ion tliat feems not to be difputed, even by thwfe who 
have fpoke againft the Refolutions dow propofed ; for they 
have grounded the whole of thdr Reafoning upon a Suppo- 
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fition, that fome of tKc Papers now propofed to be tddrelTwf *™*jJ5h^; "'- 
for, may be fuch as ought not to be made publick j and as 
I have uiewn that this can be no Argument againii our ad- 
drcffitig for th<;m» I am periiiaded every Getitkman who has 
a real Defign that we ftioald ejtaitilne thoroughly into the 
Nature of the Cbnvetition, that is be bid before us, or that 
we fhould be able to form any Judgment of it, will be as 
ready to gi\'e his A He nt to the Refolution now pjopofed, as 
he was to give his AiTeot to thofe we have already u greed to, 

* As there is nothing, Sir, in the Refolution pro- 
pofed, but what his Majelty may comply with, as there is 
nothiDg but what he will certainly comply with ; therefore, 
from our agreeing to the Refolution, no foreign Court can 
prefuttie, that a Breach is like to enftie between hisMajeHy 
and his Parliament ', nor can they from thence be induced ta 
believe, what the honourable Gentleman fays has been told 
them by fome libels lately pabliflied in this Kingdom. For 
my Part, 1 know of no fuch Libels ; I do not know that it 
has been afferted in any Libel lately published, that the Peo- 
ple of this Kingdom are generally difaffefted to his Mijcfty 
and his Family. I am perfuaded no fuch arrogant Lye has 
been aCerted in any Libel lately publifhed, unlet it be 
in fome of thofe lately publifhed in Favour of keeping up 
numerous Armies in Time of Peace. But fuppofe fuch » 
Lye to have been publilhed in fome fuch a Libel, I do not 
believe that foreign Courts are fuch minute Politicians as ba 
J>uild any Hopes upon, or give any Credit to what is averted 
in fuch villainous Libels. They build upon a better Foun- 
dation, becaufe they generally fend fuch ^Ilnifters here, as 
can give them a true Information of the Difpofition of the 
People ; and from them they know, that the People are gene- 
rally wellaffeded towards his Majefty and his Family, how 
ever much tiiey may be diflatihed with fome of his Majelly's 
JMinifiers. 

* This, thank God ! Sir, is as yet the Difpofition of out 
People. But if they Ihoald long continue under the Infults 
they have met with ; if they Ihould be long amufed with 
tedious and fruitlefs Negociations, or {ham Treaties ; if they 
ftiOQld find the Parliament fupporting and applauding fuch 
Meafures, God knows where they may fly for Relief They 
may then, indeed, become generally difaife£led» as well as 
difl^dified « and this pei hyps is what fome foreign Courts are 
driving at ; but it is to be hoped they will, by the Wifdom 
tnd Integrity of this Houfe, be difappointed in their Aim. 
li they are not, the moft perfect Harmony between King and 
Parliament, would add but little Weight to our Negociations 
at any foreign Court ; for it is opou the Affe^ions of the 
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it^itttom. n. ?e&^e that the Weight and Credit oF our Governtaient 
m^vt mall always depend, 

* From hence we may fee, Sir, that we may happen to 
be in fucli Circurnilances, that a Harmony between King and 
Parliament wouM be a Misfortune, inftead of being a Blef- 
hag to the Nation ; for, if our People ftiould ever become 
generally diffatisfied with an Adminiilrationt the happicft 
Thing that could befal this Nation, would be the Parliajii^ot'i 
efpouiing the Caufe of the Peoplcj not againft the King, but 
for the King, and againft his Mjnifters; for the Caufe of the 
King and People mtift always be the fcjne ; bat that Gaufe 
and the Caufi^ of a MiniAer may often be dif&rent^ may 
fometimea be indireft Oppofition, Therefore, if this Nitifm 
fliould ever happen to be fo anfortunate as to be under an 
Adminiftration generally difliked by the People, the wifeit 
Thing the Parliament could do, would be to advife, or evetl 
tender it neoeffary for the King, to make a thorough Change^ 
as to the Perions employed in the Admioiftration. Such a 
Breach as this would be, upon fuch an Occafion, the only 
Means that eouid eiFedually reftore the Influence and the 
Gha rafter of the Nationj at all foreign Courts ; becauie they 
wouU then expefl to fee, in this Nation, a new Set of 
Miniliers, and new Meafures. They would expedt to fee 
a Miniftry chofen, and Meafures concerted, by the Advice 
of a free aiid iirdeperident Parliament^ and with the Appro- 
bation of a brave and a free People ; aud from fiich a. Mim- 
Itry, and fuch Meafures, this Nation has always reaped gnotfl 
Honour, and great Advantage. ™ 

* I {halt conlude, Sir, with fuppoiing the worft that eas 
fee fuppofed from our agreeing to this Refolution : Suppofe ^ 
that his MajeUy (hould be induced by bad Counfcl to re^fefl 
fo reafonable a Requeft in his Parlia.ment- This indeed, a " 
hardly to be fuppofed ; but if it fiiould unfortunately happen 
to be the Cafe, it would be a full Proof that there are fome 
bad Counfellors about his Majeily, and this Difcovery would 
be a great Advantage to the Nation ; for it would then be- 
come our Buiinefc and our Duty to find out thofe bad Coan- 
fellorsj and to remove them from his Majeity*s Counfels. 
Could the removing of bad Counfellors irom about the Per- 
icn of our King, any Way derogate from the Weight or In-. 
flbence of his Negociations at foreign Courts ? No> Sir, 16 
would give great SiJtisfataion to his whole People, and new 
Vigour to all his Counfels, and confejuently would great]f 
add to the Weight of hii Negociations at every Court in Ed- 
rope. So that in the worft Ligtit in which we can pat the 
QuelHon now before us, we mull allow, that our agi*e1ng to 
it is not caly neceffary, but that it will be attended with 
great Advantages to his Majetty in particular, and to the 
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Katioa in genetal i Aod u ihh phivily appeari to be the Cafe, *"«* ji Cf*, a; 
1 therefbre'hope it will be agreed to.' l.^J^i,^s^ 

Upon a Divifioo, the Que ft ion paJIed in the Negative. D^ifiMi j a^m !», 
Ayes 1 2©, Noes 200. Not» im 

i^i. 8th. The HouJe received the Coixvemion with the -j^^ Comenuai 
fcveral Ratification? thereof. ^d befVfe tit 

Fek 1 oth. The Hoofe agreed to tBe Report of Ycllct- The Rtpons for 
da/s Refolution on the Supply : Viz. Refoked that 1 2,000 th^!^SKt ft. 
Seamen be appointed for the Service of the Year 1739. JrcS "'** 

Ft if. 1 3 th. OrderetJ an Addneft to liis Majefty to lay before ah Addrtfe for 
them Copies of fcveral McraorlaJ^ &c. fince the Treaty of ^^"r™!^*?'^" 
Seville, touching the Rights of Great- Britain or any Infrac- ****"•> ""iwfd, 
tion of Treaties which have not been laid before them. 

Fi6. 14, The Houfe having relblved itfelf into a Com- CaBiaitt* •! 
mittee of Supply, Sir William Yongc flood up, and fpoke "" '' 
to the following Effe£l. 
Sir, 

* As it is the Bufinefs of this Committee, not on!y 10 pro- sjr wiiikm Tans* 
i^idc for the Army, but to detwmine the Number of Forces ^7^^^,"^'^ 
that is to be kept up for the Service of the enfuing Year» I pointed r«r a? 
think it my Duty to propofe to you the Number, which I ^*" '^'" 
think ncccflary for that Purpofe- It is at prefent^ Sir, fo 
evident, that we are in a precarious Situation with reeand to 
Dur Affairs abroad, and that there is fill I, to our Misfortune, 
fubfilling amongil us,a reHIef^ anddifaffefled Faflion at Home, 
that I Ihould not thick k neccflary to fay any Thing in Favour 
of the Motion I am to make, if great Pains had not of late 
been taken to perfuade People, diat there is no Diiference 
between a numerous (larding Army kept up within the King- 
dom in, Time of Peace, without Confent of Parliament, 
which can never be kept in fuch a Manner, but with a. 
View to deftroy Our Liberties, and a proper Number of re- 
gular Forces kept up, from Year to Year, by Authority of 
Parliament, for no other Purpofe but to preferve the Tran- 
quil ify of the Nation, pnotcit us again ft our foreign or do- 
mcilick Enemies, and ai&lt the civil M:igiftrate in the due 
Execution of the Laws ol the Kingdom. 

* As to the prefent Circuroftances of our Affiira abroad, 
^ir, particularly with regard to Spain, it may be properly 
ftid, we arc as yet in a State of War. The Number of 
I..3Jid Forces we have kept up, and the powerful Squadrons 
we have from time to time fitted out, have, 'tis true, prc- 
%'ented that Nation from coming to an open Rupture with us ; 
and have, at lall, compelled them to agree to a reafonable 
Convention for fettling all Differences fetween the two Na- 
tions in an amicable hfanner ; but that Convention can be faid 
to be no more, than a Preliminary towards a future defini- 
tive Treaty of Peace: The principal BlfFtTcnces between 
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the two Nations remam, as yei» to be adjufted by a future 
Treaty ; and it* we keep ourfeives^ ift a proper Pofture of De- 
fence,! do not doubt but that they will be adjufted to our Satis- 
faction i but it was never yet he^d» that cither of the Partict | 
engaged m War, began to disband their Armies, as ibon as 
Prehmiimry Articles for a Treaty of Peace were Agreed on. 
In fach a Cafe, both Parties rather encreafe than diinitiiOi 
their Forces, in order to convince the otlier,tha.t they are ready 
to continue or to recommence War, if the Preliminaries ftiould 
not, indue Time be carried into Execution, by an equal andfo- 
lid Treaty of Peace. Therefore, if we dulyconfider the prefent 
Cicumftances of oor AflTairs abroad, we mufl: refolve to 
keep up the fame Number of Land-Forces we had laft Year. 
' Then as to our Affairs at home. Sir, can any one fay 
that the Number of the DifaiFeaed and Seditious is Icfs than 
it was lail Year ? Can any one fay that they are more quiet, 
or left apt to take the firft Opportunity for raifing civil Wars 
and-Q)nimotions in their native Country } Sir, the many 
virulent, falfe, and feditious Libels, that are daily publifhed 
againft his Majefty and his Government, arc fufficieni Tef* 
timonies, that the Difaffc^led are neither lefe numerous, nor 
more inclined to remain quiet, and fubmit to that Govern- 
ment, which protects them in the free Enjoyment of what 
they poflels, than they were laft Yejir. It is amazing to 
think, what an infinite Number of infamous Libels are daiJy^H 
weekly, monthly, and occafionally, printed and difperfeU 
tlirough the whole Kingdom, highly refleding upon his Ma- 
Jefty, and upon every Man he is plcafed to employ in oon,' 
dudting the publkk. Affairs of the Nation. When we refleft 
iipon it, we cannot but admire the Lenity of his Majefty'4 
Government, and the Patience and Good-natwre of aJmoft 
every Man tliat has any Influence upon his Counfels, With 
rc^rd to Printing and Publifhing, no I^lan can fay, that the 
Difafietted and the Seditious amongft us, have of late Yeais^ 
kept themfclves within the Bounds of Decency ; but if il^M 
were not for the Number of Land- Forces we keep up, wer^' 
could not expeft that they would keep themfeives within the 
Bounds of Law. They would openly, and in Defiance of 
the civil Magiftrate, tranfgrefs, in the moil flrngrant Marnier, 
the known Laws of the Kingdom *, becaufe it would be im- 
poflible for any civil Magiftrate to put the Laws in Execution 
againft them ; The Confcquence of which would certainly be 
Anarchy »nd ConfuBon ; and this would as certainly end in a 
DiflTolution of our CgnlUtution, and an Ellablifhment of ar- 
bitrary Power Of this we kive a recent Example but in 
the liill Century, which ought to be a Warning to us, not to 
leave our Government deftitute of thofc Means, which are 
neceflary for fupponiog it againlt the DifaJft&sd and Sedltioai, 
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as weU as again ft tliofe who are fond of Changes, and of 
ne w- modelling our Conilitution. Therefore, while there is 
{kch a Fa^jon amongft us, wc ought to keep up fuch a Num- 
ber of Land-Forces> from Year to Year^ hy Authority of 
Parliament, as may be fufiicient for keeping that Fadtion, if 
not within the Rules of Decency, at leaft within the Bounds 
of Law : As that Faftion cannot be faid to be now kfs nume- 
rous, or lefa turbulent, than they were laft Year» we muft 
refolve to keep up the fame Number of Land- Forces for the 
Year enfuing. 

' To this, I maft add, Sir, that as a Reduftion of our 
Army would increafe the Hopesof theDiiaffeded and Seditious, 
and confequently make them more apt to raife publick Dif- 
turbances, or to join with any foreign Power for that Purpofe, 
It would of Courfc derogate from the Authority, and dimi - 
nifli the Weight of our Negociations at foreign Courts, and 
would make fuch of them, as bad any Diiputes with uj* 
more haughty in their Behaviour towards us, and moie 
obJlinate in their Demands ; for we ctuld expt-ft no 
Regard or Elleem from our foreign Enemies, if our Govern- 
jnent were in fo weak a Condition, as not to be able to keep 
it» domellick in Awe. They would infill upon high Dc> 
manda, and would make no Compliances, bccauie they 
would cxped that our Government would grant them any 
Things rather than come to an open Rupture ; and becaufe 
they would fuppofe that, if contrary to their Expefiations, 
we Ihould come to an open Rupture, they would be able to 
prevent us from doing them any Mifchief, by giving our Go- 
vernment enough to do to defend itfelf againll the difaSe&ed 
Party at home,encouraged by the WeakueTs of our Government 
to rebel, and fupported by the Supplies, which our foreign 
Enemies might fend from Time to Time to their AJfiilance. 

* From hence, Sir, we nwy feethe Difadvanrnge wc fhould 
be under by not keeping up a fuffielent Ba^y of regular 
Troops, with regard to our Enemies, or fuch foreign States 
as we may have any Difputes with ; ar.d with regard to Alliej, 
we could not expe^ to have any i for as all AlTi kinoes are ef- 
tabliftied upon the mutual Advantage or Security of the luo 
contrading Parties, and can be no longer preferved» than 
whiEe that Advantage or Security continues mutual, what 
Advantage or Security could any State m Europe expe£l 
from this Nation, if our Government, fo far from having 
any regular Troops, to fend to their A IH (la nee, had not a. 
fufficieni Number to protect itfelf agajnfl domeflick Enemies ? 
In fuch a Cafe, *tis certain, no foreign Nation could expe^ 
ftny Advantage or Security from an Alliance with t Bis Nation, 
and conirtjuently would neither llipulatc to give us any Affif- 
tanct, nor perform any Stipulations they have already made 
l>dd 3 ' for 
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'if?' " *^^ *^* Pufpofie i whicli would be an additional Encoaraee* 
' *' ment thofe diat arc now our Enemies, or ttat may Jiert^^er 

become our Enemies, for to infult us in every Part of the 

World. 

* TJms, I think, Sir, it is plain, that we muft nec^Ukri- 
ly keep up a fufficient Number of Land- Forces, at leaft for 
this enfuiDg Year; and as our Gircmnllaacea are now» ia 
every Refpeft, the fa^ite they were laft Year, rio lefs a Num- 
ber can be fuppofed to be fufficient for the cnfaing Year, tbaii 
what was deemed by the Parliament lail Eellion, neceflary 
for the Service of the Year now near expired. Tho' wc 
Bave made a Step, and I hope it will be a faccefsful otic, to« 
wards eftabliihing a folid and lafting Peace; yet it muft be 
acknowledged, that our AJFairs abroad are as yet in a very 
uncertain Situation ; and as to our Affairs at home, we find 
the Libels publifhed againft the Government as numerous 
and as virulent, and Mobs and Riots among the People as 
frequent, as they were about the Beginning of lall Seffign of 
Parliament, or indeed, as ever they were in this, or any 
other Nation, where there was a certain Form of Govera* 
ment regularly eftabliihed. 

* But, Sir, whatever Number of Land^Forces you mty 
think fuiUcient for the enfoing Year, as long aa they are kept 
up by Authority qf Parliament, and from Year to Year only, 
they mull be widely different from a Handing Army^ kept up 
without any fuch Authority. For as the keeping up of a 
ftanding Army in Time of Peace, but for one Day, without 
the Confent of Parliament, is of itfeJf an Invafion upon our 
Conllitution ; fuch an Army can be kept up for no other 
Purpbfe but to deftroy oar ConiUtutloo, in order to fecurc 
thofe who have, by fo doing, made an Invafion upon it^ 
againft that Punjlhment which is due to them for tranfgreiling 
the moll fundamental Laws of their Country. Whereas a 
fufficient Number of regular Troops, kept up by Authori- 
ty of Parliament, and from Year to Year only, can be kept 
up for no other End, but to preferve our Conilitutjon j bc- 
caufe the Parliament will never confent to the keeping up of 
a greater Number than is fufficient for that Purpofe j nor 
will they ajnfcnt to the keeping up of any Number longer, 
than it appears abfolutely neceflary for prcferving theConlli- 
tuiion, and defending us againft our foreign and domeftick 
Enemies. 

* For thefe Reafons, Sir, I muft think the leaft Number 
wc can propofe to keep up for the enfuing Year, for Guaids 
and Garrifons in Great Britain, and for Guemfey and Jer- 
fey, muft be, including 1815 Invalids, and 555 Men, (which 
the fix independent Qjmpaniea confift of for the Service of 
the Highlands) 1 7704 Men, CommijSgn ^nd Non-Com- 
30 iJBon OfBcers included- ' ^f* 
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Mr. &klppen. 

Sir, 

f I muft fay, I am not a little furprffed tU the Motion I ji^'Ji!^ 
liaFc flow heiixl made to you. WJien the prelimJJmiy G>n- 
venEion between this Nation and Spain was hid before us, 
I perafed it with great Attention, in order to fee what Ad- 
vantages we had got by it ; and when J could find no one 
Advajitage we had got, with tegard to the Difputes betw«n 
the two Nations, I concluded that our MiniiUrs had got 
£bmc private Afluraticei from Spain, th.it all would be let 
right in a ihort Time by a definitive Treaty of Peace, and 
that thcj? had in the mcau Time agreed to ihli preliminary 
Treaty and a Siripeafion of Arms, with a View to fave our- 
Jclves fome Expente by a Red u 6; ion of our Laml Forces. 

* Spain has, it is true. Sir, for many Years, been in a 
State of War agai nil this Nation, thV we have never once 
eommitted aoy real Holliiity againft them. But after the 
moving Application that was madelaft Year to Parliament, 
after the ftrong Refolutions both Houfes then came to, and 
after the e,xpenf»ve Preparsitiong we made laft Summer, I 
did imagine, that we were at laft to begin Hoililities in otir 
Turn; and when I heard that a Treaty was on foot, I con- 
doded that Spain had been h wife as to apply to us for a 
Safpenlion of Hollilities, and for that Purpofe, had propof- 
ed to make fnch ConcelEons, by preliminary Articles, n 
inight ferve for the Bajb of a folid and honourable Treaty of 
Peace. 

In Treaty-making, Sir, it is ufual to leave fuch Articlei 
as require a long Difbuflion, to be fettled afterwards by 
Commifikries ; but Preliminaries to a Treaty, between two 
intending Nations, are never concluded, at leall they are 
feldom fermally and foleranly agreed on, except when one 
of the Parlies is afraid of fuffering by an open Rupture, or 
by a Continuance of the War. When this is the Cafe, the 
Party la Danger applies for having a Sufpenfton of Arm* 
upon certain Preliminaries^ and generally offers to give fome 
Ploigc, as a Security for the Performance of fuch Preli- 
minaries »s ihall be agreed on. Mofl of us remember, that 
the Treaty of Utrecht was preceded by Preliminaries, and a 
Siifpenfion of Arms between France and us ; but then, as we 
were in no Danger by a Continuance of the War, we would 
agree to neither, till France put Dunkirk into our Hands* 
as a Pledge for her Performance of the Preiiminarles. This, 
1 fay* was the Method of Treatj^-makingat the Time of the 
Treaty of Utrecht, and^ I believe, for all Ages before that 
Time; but what has been our Method lince that Time, t 
<3innot take upon me to hy : So far however I may fay, 
(hat whatever has been our Mctliod of Treaty-making fince 
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that Time, and God knows we have made enough of theittt 

wc have got nothing by it j for, if we have prcferved ouf- 
fclves in a Sort of Peace, we have made no Advantage of 
tljat Peace : Our Taxes are more numerous, and our publkk 
Debt jis great as it was at the Eiid of the War ; and, I be- 
lieve, our Trade is not near in fuch a ilouriihing Condition as 
it was during the War. 

* Therefore, Sir, I cannot fay that I entirely depended upon 
our having oblerved the ufual Method of Treaty- making j 
but for the fake of my Country, I hoped we had ; and at 
J could not fuppofe that we were in Danger of being Suffer- 
ers by an open Rupture with Spain, I concluded, that by 
the preliminary Convention I heard talk'd of, they had 
agreed to make fome general Concefllons with regard to the 
Difputes between us, and to put fome Pledge into out 
Hands, as aDemonftratlon of their Sincerity, which, lam 
fiire, we have had great Caufc to doubt of, for almoft Chefc 
20 Years paft. 

* But when I faw this Convention, how greatly was 1 dif- 
appointed ! Inftead of their making ConceiTions ' to us, we 
have made, I think, moll dangerous, I fhall not fay difho- 
Jiourable, ConceiTions to them, and have got nothing in Re- 
turn, no not fo much as a jSufpenfion of their ufual Hoili- 
litiesw Inftead of their giving ua a Pledge, we have given 
one to them, by agreeing that Things (hall remain in Floifl 
rida and Carolina, in the Situation they are in at prefen|^ 
without increafirg the Fortifications there, or taking any 
new Poih, In fbort. Sir, by this Convention, Spain has not 
even agreed even to fufpend Hoftilitres, yet we have agreed 
not to provide for our Defence; from whence it fhould feem 

as if we had fued to Spain for a Sufpenfion of Arms, upon 
any Preliminaries they might think fit to prefcribe ■, and yet 
I cannot think the N.ition had any Reafon to be afraid of an 
open Rupture with Spain, wJiatever fome Perfons amongA 
us may have; for, from our agreeing to fuch Preliminaries, 
J mull either think that there are iome Perfons arnongft 
that are moA terribly afraid of it, and are therefore willii _ 
to yield to any Thing, rpther tinan come to an open Rup- 
ture with that Nation 1 or 1 mull think, as 1 have faid, that 
our Mini tiers hiid fome private AflUrances of the Court of 
Sp.iin^ being inclined to do us JulHce, in a ftiort Time, by 
a liefiniiivc Treaty, and that they ncceprcd of thefe Pre- 
liminaries, with a View of fiving fomethirg to the Nation, 
by a Redudion of our Lajid Forces for this enfuing Year. 

* Now, Sir, as I always judge charitably, Ifuppofcd that 
this hi\ was the Cafe ; and tl»erefore when the honourable 
Gentleman, who made this Modon, ftood up, 1 expe^ed 
*n elc^nt Paoegyrick upon the Wifdom of our late Mgl- 
* fures. 



1 



fates, and die ^reat Care that was taken to embrace every *»*» "JJ*"' " 
Opportunity of faving Expencc to the Nation ; for no Man '" '^ 
b more capable than he ; and I expeded that he would have 
concludtd with a Motion for no more than 1 2,000 Men for 
the enfuing Year, as an Earoeft of the Benefits we are to 
leap by this new Convention, and as a Proof of the A^a- 
rances the honourable Gentleman's Friends have of the juit 
and good Inclinations his Catholick Majelty ha,s towards this 
Nation. This, I fay, was what I ej(pe£led i but how much 
was I furpriv:ed, when I heard him begin to argue for 
the fame Number of Land Forces that were voted lall Year, 
at a Time when every Man, at leafl every Man that was 
not in the Secret, imagined we were upon the Brink of a fu- 
rious War ! 

• If we have no Dependence upon this Treaty, Sir, 
why was it made ? For 'tis impofiibie, fince the Time it 
was ratified^ wc could have had Caufe to alter our Senti- 
ments. If we have a. Dependance upon it, why not make 
the proper Advantage of it, by leffening the publick Ex- 
pence } Every one knows that our Land Forces have no In- 
fluence upon the Counfeis of Spain : It is our Naval Force 
they are afraid of : That we have already reduced ; and 
therefore if it be faid that Spain muft be frightened into 
a Performance, as well us they were into the Treaty, we 
have begun ^t the wrong End. But I cannot hiive fuch aa 
Opinion of fo wife an Adminiftration : From the ReduQ:ioa 
cf our Naval Force I muft conclude, that they are affured of 
Spain^s being inclined to do us Juilice by the deHnitive^ tho* 
they have done us none by the preliminary Treaty ; and 
therefore the Circumftances of our Affairs abroad, can be no 
Argument for our kcmping up the fame Number of Land 
Forces we had laft Year ; nor can it be faid, our foreign 
Affairs are in the fame Situation they were the Beginning of 
laJl SelSlon of Parliament. We had then no preliminary 
Treaty, nor any AlTiJ ranees of a fatisfaflory definitive Trea- 
ty: Now we have both, or other wife the honourable Gen- 
tleman's Friends have tranfgrefled the Rule he himfelf has 
laid down ; for they have jilready begun to dilhand their Ar- 
mies, and thofc Armies too which are the only effedual Ar- 
mies againft Spain, I mean our Squadrons of Men of War. 
Let ui then follow their Example : The honourable Gentle- 
man will, I hope, admit we cannot follow a better: Let u^ 
begin to reduce our Land Forces. 

• But fuppofe, Sir, we were ftill In a precarious Situ- 
ation with regard to Affairs abroad, can it be thought, that 
our Influence at foreign Courts depends upon the Number of 
Land Forces wc keep in continual Pay f No, Sir, our In* 
Huence depends upoa tjic Kiches and Number of our People, 
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Affii« 1* cca.if. and not upcrn the Number of our regular Regiments, or thA 
Appearance they make at a Review. We have many thou- 
fandi that would make as good an Appearance in the Day 
of Battle, if their Country vyere in Danger, tho* they are 
not a? prefent Matters of all the Punftilios proper only for 3 
Review. We have a Navy, which no Nation in the World 
can equal, far lefs overcome, hy which we may carry the 
Dread of this Nation into every Country that is vifited by 
the Ocean : And we huve Money;, notwithilanding the bai 
life we have made of a long Peace, to hire as many foreign 
Troops as we can haveOccafion for, and to fupport them as 
long as we can have any Service for them. Therefore^ 
while we are unanimous amongft OQrfelves, while our Go- 
vernment polTefles the Hearts and AfTeftions of the People 
in general, which every virtuous and wife Government muft 
nectflarily do, this Nation muft always have great Influence 
upon the Counfels of every Court in Europe, nay of evc^ 
Court in the World, where it is necelTary for us to extend 
our Influence. 

• From hence we may fee, Sir, that in this Nation, we 
can nt-ver have Occafion for keeping up a great Number, or 
any Number, of regular Troopi, in order to give Weight 
to our Negotiations ; and, if any Power in Europe fliould 
lefufe to obfer(re or perform the Treaties they have made 
with us, we ought not to feek for Redrcfs by Negotiation : 
We may make a Demand, but it ia beneath the iJJgnity of 
a powerful People to fue for Juftioe. Upon the iirft Refcial 
or affefted Belay, we ought to compel them, not by keep- 
ing an Army at home, which would be ridiculous, buthy 
fending an irrdillible Fleet, with an Army on board, to ra- 
vage their Coafts ; or by getting fome of their Neighbours, 
with our Afliftance, to attack them ; both which will al- 
ways be in the Power of every Government of this Country, 
that preferves their Influence abroad, by prclerving the Af~ 
fcflions of the People at home ; and that without keeping 
any Number of regular Troops always in Pay ; for whilil . 
the Spirit of Liberty, which is thenurfmg Mother of Cou- 
irage, is preferved among our People, we fliall never warn a. 
great Number of brave Men of all Degrees amongll us, that 
will be ready to venture their Lives in the Caule of their 
Country ; and fuch Men may, in a few Weeks, be fuffici- 
ently dilciplined for A6tion, tho' they might not^ perhaps, 
0bfer\'e all the Pundilios fo exaOrly zs a Parcel of idle mer- 
cenary Fellows, who have had nothing perhaps to do for ieven 
Years together, but to dance thro' their Exercifes. 

' The keeping up of a ftanding Army in this Nation, caA 
never therefore be necefiary, either for preferving our Influ- 
ence amongft our Neighbours, or for puniOung fuch of then 
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fhall offend us ; and with refptil to otir owri Befegce^ as we ^'^f'" »» cea. th 
have no frontier hut the Ocean, while we prefer ve a Supe- '^i*-J9- 
riority at Sea, a popular Government in this Country c^n 
never be under tht leall Necefllty of keeping up any I^nd- 
Forces, efpecially if they would take Care to have our Mili- 
tia but tolerably armeJ and Uifciisjined ; for no Nation will 
be mad enough to invade uj, while we arc united among 
ourfelves, with a Handful of Troops, who mult either all 
die by the Sword, or be made Prtfoners of War, becaufe w« 
could, by Means of our Navy, prevent their being able to 
TCturn. And, if any of our foreign Neighbours Ihodd pre- 
pare to invade u.i with a great Fleet and a numerous Army, 
we would not only hr.vel inie to prepare for their Reception, 
but we might lock them up in their Ports, by Means of our 
Navy, or we might give them enough to do at hotnc, by 
ftirring up fome of their Neighbours upon the Coritineiit to 
invade ihem. 

' Thus it appears. Sir, that no Government In this Jfland 
tan evt^rhave Occafion for keeping up a ftanding Army in, 
Time of Peace, unlefi it be to fubdue the Liberties of the 
People, This, ercry ftfan, in the Kiogdom, whofe Judg- 
ment is not biafled by his Hopes or his Fears, mull be fen- 
fible of* and therefore every Government that doe* keep dip 
ft ftanding Army in Time of Peace, whether with or with- 
out the Confent of Parliament, muft forfeit the Affeilions of 
the People. Then, indeed, a Handing Army becomes necef- 
fary for the Support of that Government, notagainll Foreign- 
ers, but againll their mitive Country j but no Army, e\'en 
!he grcateft they can keep up, will give them sn Influence at 
foreign Courts, ©r an Authority among (heir own People, 
Abroad they will be defptfcd, at home they may hedreadedj 
hat they will be hated j and, in that Cafe, a fmall Hnmdful 
of foreign Troops, thrown into any Corner of the Ifiiind^ 
might teof the moft dangerous. Confequcnce to the Govern- 
inent, bccaufe they would be joined by the whole People, 
and perhaps, by a ^at Part of the Army. 

< To pretend. Sir, that there is ftill a great diflaffVacd 
Party amongft us* is, I am furc, no Complimmt to his Ma- 
jc%, or to his illudrioufi Family ; iwd therefore I wonder 
to hear any Gentleman, that baa the Honour to (ervs the 
Crown, infiil upon it. There are, 'tis true, many cStfcontent- 
•d, but few or none difaffeded ; and the Difcj^nrene 
that are fo general amongft uf, proceed from our having 
folone krpt up a numerous ftanding Army, and frnm fcme 
Other Mcafures I could mention. Ciiange but your Meafurcs, 
feduce your Army^ put a Confidence in the People^ and (he 
Pifcontcnts will tjon vanifh, your People will put a Confidence 
in yog, and will be a better Safe-guard for the Government. 

Vol* V. E e c tUd 
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than mj Army that cm be kept up. Your foieigii Ene- 
mies will then fear you, and your Friends will refpeit you » 
b^iaufe the former will be afraid of that Vengeance, whkk 
they know yoii are able to pour down upon them, and the 
latter will depend upon that AfTiftance, which they know 
you are capable to give, If any of our Allies ihould want 
Land-forces for their Afliftance, we can hire as many foreign 
Troops for their Service as they may Hand in Need oft If we 
could not hire fuch Troops, we could foon raife a Body of 
Troops within our oar own Dominions, tho' we had not a 
regular Handing Regiment in the Kingdom > and we could 
traniport them by our Fleet, wherever our Allies might Hand 
moll in Need of them. By our Alliances, I know, we fome- 
times engage to fend a Body of Troops to the Afllilance of 
our Allies i but I do not remember, we ever engaged, that 
thpfe Troops Ihould be all Subjedls of Great-Britain, or that 
they fhould be fuch as we had kept in Pay for feveral Years 
preceding. Therefore we m:iy perform our Engagements to 
our Allies, and may alTord them a. proper Support and Af- 
fillance, without keeping a ftanding Army always in Pay. 

* I fliall grant. Sir, that the keeping up «f a numerous 
Handing Army in Time of Peace^ by Authority of Parlia- 
ment, is not contrary to Law^ but I will aver, that it is con- 
trary to, and jnconfiflent with our Confti tuition- If fome 
future vena! Parliament fliould pafs a Law for enabling the 
King to impofe Taxes, and raifc Money by Proclamation, 
the Money fo raifed would not be contray to LaWj but funely 
it would be contrary to our Conllitiition. To tell us that the 
Parliament will never confent to the keeping up of a greater 
Number of Land-forces, than is fufficient for prefcrving the 
Conftitution, or that they will never confent to keep up any 
Number, longer than it appears neeefiary for defending us 
againll foreign or domeftick Enemies, is to tell us what no 
Man can anfwer for, Suppofe there fhould be a Majority m 
each Houfe of Parliament^ confiding of Ofiicers of the 
Army, and other Inftmmcnts of an Adminiliradon ; can we 
fuppofe that fuch a Parliament would have any Regard to 
the Prefervation of the Conftitution, if it (hould appear to 
be Inconfiftent with the Prefervation of the Minifter upon 
whom they depended ? And fuppofe we had the Misfortune 
to have, at that Time, a Prime Minifter, contemned abroad, 
and hated by every Man at home, except thofe who were 
his immediate Tools; can we fuppofe that fuch a Parliament 
would not give their Confent to keep upa flanding Army, not 
for prefcrving the Conilitution, but for prefervlng the Mini- 
iter, by dertroyjng the Conllitutiqn ? 

* Sir, a numerous ftanding Army, kept up by Authority 
of Parliament, is more dangereus to oar Liberties, than fuch 
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an Army kept up without any fuch Autliorlty j becaufe ia 
tlic latter Ckfe, the Pcopk would immediately iee their Li' 
berties were ftruck at, and would therefore take the Alarm I 
but in the former, they would probably, by the luterpoiition 
of Parliament, be lulled afleep, till their Fetters were rivet- 
ed. This I have long endeavoured to prevent : This while 
I live* I Ihall always endeavour to prevent ; and therefore I 
am now for reducing the Army to 1 2000 Men i for even 
that Number I think greater than is altogether confiilent 
with the Safety of our Conftitution. The very Refolution 
this Houfe comes to yearly, with refpefl: to the Number of 
our Land-forces, Jhews that it is. By the Words of that 
Refo!ution, wc ought to have no marching Regiments quar- 
ter'd up and down the Country^ to the Oppreflion of our Iifin- 
holders, Vittuallers, and other publick Houfes, and to the 
debauching of die Morals of all Ranks of People. We 
ought to have none but Guards and Garrlfons. Our Guards 
ought never to confiil of above 4000 Men ; and I fliould be 
glad to know where the Garrlfons are in Great- Britain, or 
in Guernfey or Jerfey, that require no lefs a Number than 
Sooo. Therefore we ought to alter the Words of our Refo- 
lution, or we ought to reduce our Army even below 1 2000. 
However^ as other Gentlemen feem willing to allow 1 2000 
for the Service of this enfuing Year, 1 Ihall not be againft 
that Number.' 
Mr. Littleton, 
Sir, 

* I am really furpriied at the Silence on one Side of the 
Houfe. '— Sure this Quefticn is of Importance enough to 
defcrve a Debate. — — How great an evi^ foevcr a (landing 
Aimy may be, this Way of treating fuch a Qucllion is worfe ; 
it is the higheft Contempt of the Conftitution imaginable. 

Sir, if we go on thus, will People be filent out of 

Doors too ? I wifh they may i for if ihey talk of our Pro- 
ceedings, they will talk in a L:inguage that won't be much 
for the Honour of the Houfe, 

• Sir, as a good deal ha& been faid about the Abufe of the 
Prefs, by one of the very few Gentlemen who have deigned 
to fjpeik in this Debate, I beg to be indulged in a few 
Words upon that Article, —^ A free Examinatton of all 
Meafures of Government, and of the Characters of Mini- 
fters,fo far as their Charafters are iufeparable from their Mea- 
fures, is the Life of a free State, It is what no good Mini- 
fter will ever call an Abufe of the Prefs : It is what no good 
Minitler would deiire to retrain. But attacking the pri- 
vate Charafter of a Mini tler,^ his private pefe^ or 
Frailties, in which the Publick is not concerned, this 
indeed is libellous, and thi« cannot be jultiftcd :, Nor can 
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A*M '^,®" "- Abafc tlirawn oat upon private Perfons, be cxcdcd in thofa 
'^* '*' who are the dirty Tools of Cilumny, or in the more dirty 
Pj.tron3 who employ and pay fuch Tools i Tiiis, Sir, is infa- 
mous, and this ihouM be reftrained. But how reftrained ? 
By Contempt, by Difregard of it, by a fair and fafe Appeal 
to the candid Senfe of Mankind ; or in very flagra.nt Cafes, 
"liy the due Courfe of Juftice and Law : Not by Strains of 
Authority* not by Star-Ckimber Work, not by the extra- 
ordinary Excrcife of difcrctionary Powers, from which the 
Guiky and the Innnoceat may fufFer alike; This fliould be 
carefully avpided in a Country of Freedom, not for the 
Sake of thefe Writers, but for the Sake of the Conftitution, 
for the Sake of Liberty, and that the Law of the Land 
may be the Rule and Meafurc of all Men's Security. But 
for God's Sake, Sir, how comes the Abufe of the Prefs to 
be a Point itififted on in the Debate of Today? What has 
that to do with eighteen thouiand Men ? Are our Oragoon* 
to be Licenfers of the Prefs ? I hope they are not. 

* As to the uncertain Situation of Affairs abroad, (that I 
think, was the Term ufcd by the honourable Gentleman 
over tlie Way ) I will hy but one Word. — Why have we 
.called home our Fleets? To deprive ourfdves of the only Means 
\vt have ofhurtingour Enemies, by recalling our Fleets upon 
the Prefumption of a Peace and then to deprive ourfeives of the 
Fruits of a Peace, by keeping up our Army to the Number of 
la (I Year, is, Iconfefs, a Pqlicy which I don''t comprehend- 
Is this Conventionj which we have concluded, fomeching of 
nothing ? Sir, I think it worie than nothing ; but as thete 
are fome Gentlemen who fpeak very highly of it, if it de- 
ferves the Encomiums, I rt^ould be glad to know, for what 
thlfi Number is ask'd i Why, to fupport the Peace, it feems. 

. To fupport it. Sir, againil whom ? Not againll our- 

iclves I hope, not againft the Nation, If the Peace be 
what it ought to he, we fliall have no Enemies, and it will 
fupport itfelfj if it be bad and difhonourable, to have it 
fupported by an Army» is a fad Refource indeed : It is fudi 
a Support as Dcfpair only could want ; It is fuch a Support 
ss I won't imagine pofllble, 

* But Gentlemen fay, it will give Weight to our Meafures 
abrpoid. : What Weight has it given ? I appeal to Expe- 
rience. Is not the Period of our keeping up this Number of 
Men, the mofl inglorious Period of the Englifh Hiftory f 
|^as not every Year been mark'd out by (omt new Indignity, 
ibme new Difhonour, fome new Proof of Contempt .' Have 
we been arm'd of late to any ocheir Purpofe, than to make 
ipurTamenefs appear more ridiculous? For my own Paft^ 
Sir, I m^^ ^^Y> fhat v/ere I determined to fdfcr myfelf to 
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fee robbM without an/ Refinance, I Ihould think it was *'*'^ '*g^*"' "■ 
judging very ill, to travel with Arms. ^* *'* 

' Sir, with regard to Diforders at home, neither what has 
been fald by the honourabb Gentleman who fpolce jull 
»o*, nor by another Geiitlemaa in my Eye» who enlarged 
much upon them, has any Weight in a Qaeftion, whether 
I S,ooo Men or 1 2, Ihould be the Number kept up. For, 
furely, i 2 thoufand Men are Force enough to quell thci^ 
Rioters. But from what all thofe Gentlemen have fa id, I 
draw a Iprther Condajioo, that for Di (orders of this Kind, 
an Army is not, cannot be the proper Remedy, fince the 
^vil encreafes under it, as Experience proves. — The proper 
Remedy is giving Authority to the Law ; and this can only 
be done by right Meafures of Government. An Army may 
give Strength to a bad Admin iilrat ion, but a good Admtni- 
Jiration only can give Strength to Laws, and to that wc muft 
Jiave Recouife.or thefe Diforders will continue, tho' we i1\ould 
augment our Troops to 50,000 Men. Confirm his MajeJly ia 
the Affeftions of his Siibje^s, and he will want no Security in 
Jiis own Dominions. — ^Sir, I have feena Proof of this. I have 
lately had theSatisfadion to fee all Sort of Refped from allSorcs 
of People, paid to two of the royal Family, when they had no 
Guards, They could not have been fafer, they could not 
have been refpeited fo much, if they had been attended, in 
fae Journey they made, with all the houfho Id Troops of the 
King of France. Sir, I hw the People clinging to the 
Wheels of their Coach, out of Affedion to them, to the 
King, and to bis Family. I fay, I faw them clinging to the 

Wheels of tlieir Coach. Had there been Guards about 

it, tbty muft have kept further off, 

' As i can fee no good Ufe that can be made of thefe 
Troops, and as I won't fuppofe that any bad one is intended, 
1 muft conclude they are I;^pt up for Ollentatton alone. But 
is it for (liiMajefty's Honour to put the LuUre of his Crown, 
10 put his Dignity upon that, in which he may be rivallM by 
every petty Prince of any little State in Gerxnany ? For, I 
belie i^e, there are few of thcni now, that can*t produce at a 
Review, an Army equal to ours both in Number and Show. 
[f the Greatnefs of a Stale i$ co be meafuredby the Number 
of its Troops, the EJe<ftor of Hanover is as great as the 
King of England, j- But a very different Ellimation 

ought to be made of our Greatnefs: The Strength of Eng* 
|and is m Wealth and its Trade : Take Care of them,you will 
be always formidable: Lofe them, you are nothing, you 
are the Uik of Mankind. Were there no other Reafons for 
reducing the Army, Jt fiiould be done upon the Principle of 
Q^jCQOOtny alone. Ii is a melancholy Thought Co relied 

how 
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aam) II cto. n. how ntiucli we have fpent and to how little Parpofej for thefi 
''''-'''' ^ r6YearspaiL 

' Sir, could it be fa id, Wc are Indeed, loaded with Debt, 
but for that Charge we have encreafed our Reputation, our 
Commerce flour ilhes, our Navigation is fafe, our Flag is 
refpetted, our Name honoured abroad i could this be faid, 
there i* a Spirit in the People of England, would mike them 

chearfully bear the heavieft Burdens. ' On the other 

Side, could an oppofite Language be held, could it be faid, 
We have indeed, no Viftoriesj no Glory to boaft of, no 
Edat, no Dignity j wc have fubmitted to Injuries, we have 
borne Affronts, we have been forced to curb the Spirit of the 
Nation, but by aQitig thus, we have reilored our Affairs, we 
have paid eur Debts, we have taken off our Taxes, we have 
put into the Power of the King and ParUauient, to aS here- 
after with moTc Vigourand Weight ; could this be faid, thii 
dfa might be {a.ihfA&:oTj, __ But to have failed in both 

thefe Points at the fame Time, by a G>nduft equally ingto- 
rioua and expenfive, to have loft the Advantages both of 
War and Peace ; to have brought DIfgrace and Shame upon 
theprefent Times, and national Beggary upon Ages to comet 
the Confequence of which ' may be national Slavery ; fuch a 
Management, if fuch a Management can be fupiKjfed, mull 
call down national Vengeance upon the guilty Authors of ir* 
whofoever they be, and the longer it has been fufpended, the 
more heavy it will fall.' ^M 

The Queftion being put the Refolution was agreed to. ^| 
, aDivifion, Ayes 253. Noes 183. 

^ „_ „, _ A fter thtiDi vifion, thcCoinmittee came to the following Re- 

t oirtmutee of Sup- folutions beiides : Refolved, That fix hundred and forty -I'evalM 
piyf.iK to. thoufand five hundred and forty- nine Pounds eleven Shillin^B 
and Three- pence Half-penny be granted for maintaining the 
above Number of Men : That two hundred twenty-ejght 
thoufiindand fij(ty-two Pounds he granted for the Gamfo^^ 
of Minorca, Gibraltar, Georgia, &c. That twenty-fevi^H 
thoufand one hundred and leventy-two thoufand Pouods be 
granted for Out- Peiifioners of Chelfea Hofpitilt That five 
thoufand and forty-one Pounds be granted for defraying fede- 
ral extraordinary Expcnces not provided for by Parliajnetit. 

Fe& 15. The Report of Ycfterdsy's Refolutions was 
received and agreed to. On a Divifion, Ayes 1 29, Noes 73. 

Received divers Letters relating to the Spanifh Depreda- 
tions. 

fik 20. Received the Report of Yeflerday's Rcfolution m 
a Committee of Ways and Means, and agreed to it, viz. 

Rcfolved, That eleven thoufand nine hundred and forty- 
five Pounds feventeen Shillings and nine Pence, remuning 
jo the Exchequer, being the Over-plus of the Grant for 1758, 
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be applied towards making gpod the Supplies granted in tkh *^,y^*j^' **' 
Seffion of Parliament. L/ '^'n^ 

The Houfe was then called over: ci^f tie hou&j 

Fe&. zi. Received Gjpies of feveral Memorials, Letten, 
&c. on the Affairs of Spain, 

Fek 22, Received tlie Reports of Yefterday^'s Refolutiona , 
in a Committee on the Supply^ and agreed to them, viz. R«foiui!oiij of fhc 

RefolvedThat 222,689 Poi^tids, two Shillings and fix ^^^""^^^^^^ 
Pence* be granted for the Ordinary of the Navy, including 
Half- Pay to Sea- Officers for J 759. That 80,0 SS. Pounds 
fix Shillings and three Pence be granted for the Charge of the 
Office of Ordnance for Land Service for 1739. That thirty 
thoufand live hundred and three Pounds elev^en Shilings and 
fix Pence be granted for defraying the extraordinary Ex- 
pences of the Office of Ordnance for Land Service not pro- 
vided for by Parliament. 

FeB. 23. There was prefented to the Houfe 3 Petition of RSSX iSr. 
divers Merchants, Planters, and others trading to and inte- chant*. 
refted in the Britilh Plantations in America, ift behalf of 
themfelvea and many others, and read; fhcwing that 
the Petitioners made their moil humble Application to 
this Houfe the lail Seffion of Parliament^ fetting forth 
the continued Depredations committed by the Spaniards 
on the high Seas of America upon the Britilh Shipping 
and Property, their barbarous and inhuman Treatment 
of the Britilh Sailors on the taking of their Ships, and their 
carrying them afterwards into Slavery in Old Spain, (the 
Spaniards making it their conftaut Pradlice to attack and board 
all Britilh Mexchant Ships they met with in the American 
Seas, under Pretence of fcarching for Goods, which they 
deemed contraband, according to their arbitrary Will and 
Pleafure contrary to the Law of Nations, and in manifelt 
Violation of the Treaties fubfifting bctweea the two Crowns,} 
and that by thefe unjuft and violent Proceedings of the Spa- 
niards, the Trade and Navigation to and from America was 
rendered very un&fe and precarious, infomuch that the In- 
furances had greatly rifeti on thefe Accounts only ; and that 
the Petitioners having been heard by their Counfel before a 
Committee of the whole Houfe, did, as they apprehend, 
fully make out in Proofsevcry one of the Allegations of their 
faid Petition, to the intire and unanimous Satisfadion of the 
Houfe, upon which Application this Houfe come to the fol- 
lowing Refoktions : 

* I'hat it h the natural and undoubted Right of the Britilh 

• Subjefts to fail with their Ships on any Part of the Seas of 

• America to and from any Part of his Mnjclly's Dominions, 

• and that the Freedom of Navigation and Commerce which 
' the Subjefls of Great Britain have an undoubted Right to by 

* the 
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' the Law of Nations, and by Virtac of the Treaties fub- 

* fifliog between the two Crowns of Great Britain and Spain, 

* Jus been greatly interrupted by the Spaniards tinder Pre- 

* tences altogether groundlels and unwarrantable ; that ~ 

* fore and fince the Execution of tlie Treaty of Se/ille, 

* the Declaration made by the Crown of Spain purfu; 

* thereunto, for the Satisfadion and Security of the Con 

* merccof Great Britain, many unju ft Seizures and Captun 

* have been made, and great Depredations committed by th 

* Spaniardsj attended with many Inftances of unheard- c 
*■ Cruelty and Barbarity ; that the frequent Application 

* made to the Court of Spain for procuring Juftice and Sa^ 

* tisfaflion to his Maje(ly*s injured Subjefts, for bringin 

* the Offenders to condign PuniOitncnt, and for preveatio 

* the like Abufes for the future^ have proved vain and in 

* efFedual, and the fevcral Orders or Cedulas granted I 

* the King of Spain for Reftitution and Reparation of gre; 

* Loiles fuftained by the unlawful and unjuHlfiable Seizurei 

* and Captures made by the Spaniards, have been diibbej-ed 

* by the Spaniih Governorsj or totally evaded or eluded /alll 

* which Violences and depredations have been carried oitl 

* to the great Lofs and Damage of the Subjefls of Great* 

* Britain trading to Aroericaj, and in dire£t Violation of the 

* Treaties fubfi fling between the two Crowns. 

' That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty^J 
' humbly befeeching his Majefty to ufe his Royal Endeavours J 

* with his Catholick Majefty to obtain efFeitual Relief for j 

* his injured SubjeCts, and to convince the Court of Spain, | 

* that how defirous foever his Majelly may be £0 prefer^^e a 
» good Corrcfpondencc and Amity between the two Crown?, 

* (which can only fubfift by a ftrid Obfervanceof their ma- 1 

* tual Tieaties. and a juft Regard to the Rights and Prtvi-1 

* leges belonging to each other) his Majefly can no longer] 

* fuffer fuch conllant and repeated Infults and Injuric* to be J 
' carried on, to the Diflionour of his Crown, and to the] 

* Ruin of hia trading Subjefts; and to aflure his Majefty, 
' that in cafe his royal and friendly InHances for procuring 

* Juftice, and for the future Security of that Navigation and 

* Commerce, which his People have an undoubted Right to 

* by Treaties and the Law of Nations, {ball not be able to 

* procure from. the Equity and Friendlbip of the King of 

* Spain fuch Satis fa£lion as his Majefty may reafonably ex- 

* pe£l from a good and faithful Ally ; this Houie will ef- 

* feiitually fupport his Majefty in taking fuch Meafures as 

* Honour and Jultice ftiall make it necefTary for his MajciTry 

* copurfue.* 



That* 



r 4^9 ) 

That a Conventbn hath Unce be«n entered Into between thii ^^"^ J^.j^^" "' 
I'Crown and that of Spajn.which his Majefty has been moft gra- 
cioufly pleafed to order to be laid before this Houfe ; and the 
iame being publilhed by Authority,the Petiuoners obferve with 
the utmoft Concern, that the Spaniards arefo far from giving 
up their groundlcfs and unjuftifiable Pra^Sice of vifitingand 
fearching Britifh Ships failing to and from the Britilh Plan- 
tations, that they appear to have claimed the Power of doing 
it as a Rightj by having infilled that che Differences which 
have arifea concerning it fliould be referred to Plenipoten- 
tiaries, to be difcufled by them, without even agreeing to 
abftainfrom fuch Vifitationand Search during the Time ihac 
the Difciiflion of this Af£iir may laft ; that the Petitioners 
are under thegreatell Apprehenfions, fince Spain has contend- 
ed, that a Point fo mconteftably clear both by the Law of 
Nations and all the Treaties fubfifting between the two 
Crowns, Ihould come under Debate, that the Spanifh Pleni- 
potentiaricB will be inftrufted not to give it up j and if the 
Freedom of our Navigation to and from our own Colonies 
ihould be left in Sufpefice, and precarioas, it tnuft be attended 
with the miofl fatal and pernicious Coiifeqnenccs to the Peti- 
tionen, whofe Perfons and Fortunes will thereby be in the 
Power of the Spanifh Guarda Codas, without any Profpeft 
of Relief, the Petitioners having already too feverely expe- 
rienced the Jufticeof the Spanim Courts and Governors, to 
coniider them as any Security 1 and therefore praying, diiic 
the Petitioners may have an Opportunity ofbeing heard, and 
that they may be allowed to reprefent lo this Houie the great 
Importance of our Trade to and from our own Plautations in 
America, the clear and indisputable Right which wc have to 
enjoy it, without being flopped^ vifited, or iearched by the 
Spaniards on any Pretence whatfoever, and the cenain and 
inevitable DeHruOion of all the Riches and Strength derived 
to this Kingdom from that Trade, if a Search of Britifh Ships 
failing to and from the Britifti Plantations be tolerated upon 
any Pretext, or under any Reltridions, or even if the Free- 
dom of this Navigation {hould continue much longer in this 
Sutc of IncerCainty. 

This Petition was ordered to be referred to the Confidcra- ne&ir'j to a Can< 
tion of the Committee, who were to confid«?r of the Conven- '^*i"*** 
tion ; and that the Pcdtioncfs, if they thought fit, might be 
heard upon their PetitioOr ^ themi'elves, before tiie faid 
Committee. 

At the fame Time the Sheriffs of the City of London pre- peiitjM frrtm tii» 
fented to the Houfe a Petition of the Lord-Mayor, Alder- at/ -j Ijjo4m. 
men, and Commons of the City of London, Jn Common- 
Council aiTcmbled ; which Petition being brought up and read, 
&t forth, That the Citizens of London are too deeply inre- 
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**"" j'* o*- ii-' refted in whatever affe£bs the Trade of this Nation, not to ei- 
'^- ' ■ prefs the utmoft Anxkty for the Welfare of that only Source 
of our Riches: and it is with a Concern the Pedtioners are 
unable toexprefs, that they perceive the Trade to his Majef- 
ty's American Colonies ftill continues expo fed to the Infults 
of the Spaniards, who under unwarrantable and injurious 
Pretence!* continue to ftop, fearch, and make Prizes of Bri- 
tifli VelTels navigating the American Seas, in manifeft Vio- 
lation of the Treaties fubfifting between the two Crowns j 
and that the Petitioners apprehend rhat the Trade from theft 
his Majelly's Kingdoms to his American Colonies is of the 
utmoifl Importance, and almoft the only profitable Tfade thw 
Nation now enjoys unrivall'd by others; and that the Peti- 
tioners were induced to hope, from his Majefty's known 
Goodncfj and paternal Care of his Subjefls, fupported by 
the vigorous Refolutions of both Houfcs of Parliament, and 
the Equipment of a very powerful Fleet, that his Maj city's 
trading Subjects in the Seas of America, as wel! as in all 
other Parts of the Ocean, would not only have received afoU 
Satisfaftion for their Loflcs occaJioned by the Dcpredationa 
of Spain, but alio an undoubted Security for their Commerce 
for the Time to come ; and that a reafonable and adequate 
Reparation would like wife have been obtained for the Bar- 
barities and inhuman Cruelties eTcercifed by that Nation on 
the EngUfli Seamen who have had the Unhappinefsof falling 
into their mercilefs Hands ; and exprefllng their great Con- 
cern and Surprize to find by the Convention lately conduded 
between his Majefty and the King of Spain, that the Spani- 
ards are fo far from giving up their, as the Petitioners appre- 
hend, unjuft Pretentions of a Right to vifit arid fearch our 
Ships in the Seas of America, that this Pretenfion of thein 
is among others referred to the future Regulation and Dcd» 
- fion of Plenipotentiaries appointed on each Side, whereby the 
Petitioners apprehend it is in fo me Degree admitted ; and 
that the Petitioners conceive they have too much Caufe to 
fear, if rhe Right pretended to by Spain of fearching Bntifli 
Ships at Sea be admitted in any Degree whatfoevcr, that 
the Tradeof his Majelly'^s Subjefts to America will becopie 
fo precarious, as to depend in a great Meafure upon the in- 
dulgence and Jullice'of the Spaniards, of both which they 
■ have given, for feme Years p.ift, fuch Specimens, as the 
Petitioners think this Nation can have no Caufe to be fatif- 
fiedwitht and expreHmg the Apprehenitons of the Petiti- 
oners, that fuch u precarious Situation as this is, miiil in- 
evitably expolc the Trade to the American Seas, to continual 
Interruptions and Abrma, a^ well as fevcral Lofles} audi 
that to thefe unliappy Cau(b, the Petifioncrs appreheiKj the 
prcfent bwState of the Erltiflj Colonics in America ina? in 
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a great Meafure be attribated 5 and if the cruel Treatment 
ortlie Engllih Sailors, whofe hard Fate has thrown them 
into the HcUids of the Spanbrds, Ihould be put up without 
any Reparation, the Petit joners apprehend it may be the 
Means of deterring Seamen from undertaking Voy;jges to 
the Seas of America, without an Advance of Wages which 
that Trade, or any other, will not be able to fupport ; and that 
the Petitioners therefore having laid before this Houfe the 
high Importance this Trade is of to the Kingdom in gene- 
ral, and this City in particular, thought it their indirpenlkble 
Duty to reprefent to this Houfe the fatal Confequenccs of 
leaving the Freedom of Navigation any longer in Sufpcoce 
and Uncertainty ; and therefore cxprcffing their Hope, that 
this Houje will take it into mature Deliberation, and do 
therejn as to the Houfe fliall feem meet. 

Which Petition wa5 referred to the fame Committee, Reft nv to tie a^c 

likewjfe at the fame Time a Petition of the Mailer, War- KXn, th* 
dens, AiEllants, and Commonalty of the Society ofMerdiants Bj-'"^ **cr«iiaaBi 
Adventures within the City of Brillol, under their common 
Seal, WAS prcfented to the Houfe, and read : Which Peti- Hefcrr'd w the 
tion being the fame in Subftance as that of the Welt India *>mnii«"- 
Merchants jull recked, was referred to the f?.me Committee i 
and it was ordered, that the Petitioners, if they thought lit, 
might be heard upon their Petition by themfelves, before 
the fatd Committee. 

And alfo at the fame Time, a Petition of the fevcxal Per- fH^^^^^f^^*'"' 
ions whofe Names were thereunto fubfcri bed, Owners and o^iieiiof the 
Freighters of two British Ships taken by the Subjeds of his ^"^ ^^'^' 
CathoUck Majeliy, after the figning of the preliminary Ar- 
ticles of Peace by the two contending Powers, Great Britain 
and Spain, in behalf of themfelves and the reft of the SuJFe- 
rers, was prefented to the Houfe and read ; fetting forth, 
that one of the aforefaid Ships, called the Betty Gaily, com- 
manded by Richard Copithorne, was taken on the 19th of 
Jane 1727, N. S, in the Mediterranean- Sea, on her Voyage 
horn Medina, by a Spanifti Privateer under Turkifh Colour?, 
after five Hours Engagement, wherein three of his Men 
were killed, the Petitioner Richard Copithorne and three 
^ lore wounded, and for nine Days kept naked] and after 
'other inhuman Uiage^ the faid Ship was carried into Malaga, 
and on the 14th of Odobcr following was there condemned i 
smd that the other Ship, called the Loyal GalJy, com- 

anded by William Pugfley, was alfo taken on the fa id 
29th of June 1727, N. S. in the fame Seas, on her Voyage 
from Leghorn, by another Privateer, and carried into Ma- 
laga, and on the 14th of October foUowing was alfo con- 
demned ; and that the preliminary Articles were figncd at 
Paris the 3 ill of May i/z?, N. iJ. which was twenty-nine 
Fffz pays 
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Days before the faid Ships were taken ; and upon the 19th 
of June ijz'jt his Catholick Majefty accepted and figned rhe 
fsjd Preliminariea ; and upon the 2 3d following all HoftiLide* 
ceafed at Gibraltar and the Camp of St. Roche ; and upor^ 
the 36th of the iiime Monrh, the Ceflation of Arras was 

?ub]iibed on board the BritiHi Fleet, and alfo at the fame 
)!)' at Makgn ; and that the Petitioners apprehend they are 
entitled to Sat is fb ft ion, as being exprcfly provided for by the 
cih and 7th Articles of the Preliminaries in the following 
Words: Article the cth, ' Immediately after the fign- 

• ing of the prefent Article, all Hoftilities whatloever, if 

• any have happened to be begun, (hali ceafe ; and, with 

• refped to Spain, within eight Days after his Catholick 

• Mfijefly ftiall have received the figned Article^.' — 
Article the 7th, * If after the figningof thcfe Preliminaries, 
' any Diikrhances fhould happen to be rajfed, under any 

• Pretext whatfoever, or Afb of Hoftilities committed be- 

• tween the Subjcftsof the eontrafting Powerg, either in 

• Europe or in the Indies, they fhall by joint AiBftance rc- 

• pair the Damages fuftained by rheir refpedive Subjeftj.'— 
And that frequent Applications have been made in the mofE 
lefpeftful Manner by the Petitioners, who have hitherto re- 
ceived no Satisfaftion, although they have given in their 
refpeftive Claims upon Oath, conformable to the Method 
prefcribed for that Purpofe in the London Gazette of the 9th 
of April 1730; and that the Petitioners fear they are ex- 
cluded from any Satisfaftion by the prefent Convention, they 
having lately been informed by a MeiBge from one of the 
Commiflaries, that the King of Spain would not allow of any 
Claims to be good, hut for fuch Ships only as were taken in 
Europe after the 2d of July 1727, N, S. and therefore pray- 
ing the Houfe to take the Hardships the Petitioners labour 
under into Confideration, that they may have fuch Affif- 
tance and Relief as the Cafe requires, and as to the Houfe 
ihall feem meet. 

This Petition was likewife referred to the fame Com- 
mittee. 

On the 26th a Petition «f the Merchants trading fiiom the 
Port of Liverpool to hi* Majefly's Plantations in America, on 
behalf of themfelvts and many others concerned in that 
Trade, was prefcnted to the Houfe, and xead 1 fetting forth 
the fame in Purport and Manner as that of the Weft-India 
Merchants. 

Likewife a Petition of George Packer, Richard Farr, 
Thomas Rofa^ and Thomas Roach, of the City of Briftol, 
(Owners of the Ship Sarah, Jafon Vaughan Mafter) in be- 
half of theinfelves and others interefied in the fjid Ship, her 
Cargo and Fricght, was piefented tg the Houfe and read s 

fetUAg 
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Ifettiftg forth. That on the lirfl: Day of Jane, in the Year 1738* 
the faid Ship failed fiilly laden from the f Hand of Jamaica, 
diredly for the Port of Briflol, bur, after attempting the 
Windward PaiEge for about feventeen Daj?s without Siiccefs, 
was obliged to return and make her Voyage through the 
Gulf of Florida; at)d on the zgth Day of the fame Month, 
in the Latitude of twenty four Degrees and twenty-eight 
Minutes, ai the ffiid Ship was proceeding on fuch her Voy- 
age, and being then about fifty-Jtve Leagues diftant from the 
Welt End of the Ifle of Cuba, fhe was with her whole Cargo 
feized by aSpanifh Man of War, and carried into the Ha- 
vanna, there condemned aa a Prize, contrary* as the Peti- 
tioners prefume, to the Law of Nations and the fubfifting 
Treaties ; the Value of which faid Ship and Cargo, at the 
Time of fuch Seizure, as the Petitioners are advifed, was 
nine thoufand Pounds Sterling and upwards ; and that the 
M.ifterand Mariners of the fame Ship were imprifoned, and 
otherwife moR inhumanly created by the Captors, and cairied 
by them into Old Spain, where the faid Maiter yet continues 
a Prifoner ; and therefore praying the Houfe to take the 
Premifles into Confideration, hear the Petitioners by them- 
felves or Counfel, and grantfuch Relief diereupon, as to the 
Houfe {hail feem meet. 

And alfo a Petition of the Truftecs for eftablifliing the 'w^tioirf ti» 
Colony of Georgia m America, was prcfented to the Houfe "'''■'*"«« *"«*«** 
and read ; fetting forth, that his Majefty, by his Royal 
Charter bearing Date the 9th of June 1732, granted to the 
Petitioners ana their Succeflbrs for-ever^ feven undivided 
Parts of all thofe Lands, Countries, and Territories in that 
Partpf South- Carolina in America, which lies from the 
moft Northern Stream of the Savannah River, all along the 
Sea-Coalt to the Southward, unto the moll Southern Scream 
of the Alatamaha River, and Weftward from the Hejds of 
the faid Rivers in direct Lines to the South-Seas, with the 
lilandsin the Sea lying oppolite to the Eaftern Coaft of the 
faid Lands, within twenty Leagues of the fame ; all which. 
hii Majefty thereby made, ereded, and created one inde- 
pendant and feparate Province, by the Name of Gcftrgia ; 
that John Lord Carteret (the Proprietor of the other undi- 
vided eighth Pare of the laid Lands, Countries, and Terri- 
tories, which his Majefty granted to the Petitioners) by In- 
denture bearing Date the 28th Day of February 1732, 
granted and releafed all his Right and Property in the undi- 
vided eighth Part of Georgia, in the fame Manner, to the 
Petitionee and their Succeflbrs for- ever ; and that the Pro- 
vince of Georgia was granted to the Petitioners in Truft for 
jetdtngand eJlabUniing a regular Colony in the Southern 
frontiers of Carolina, and not for any Benefit or Profit 

what- 
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whatfoever to the Petitioners j aad thtt by divers' Sums of 
Money granted by Parliament for this Purpofe, and by vo- 
luntary Contributions J the Petitioners have been enabled to 
fend at feveml Times poor Bfitifti Subjeflsj and Foreign 
perfecuted and other Froteftants, to fettle in Georgia, who, 
as well as others that went thither at their own Expence, 
have erefted Eloufes and cultivated Lands in fcvcral Parts of 
the Province, and particularly in the Northern and Soiathcm 
Parts thereof; and whereas in a Letter from Monfietir Ge- 
rald ino (then Agent for the King of Spain) to his Grace the 
Diike of Newcaille, bearing Jjate the 21ft of September 
ly 36,(a Copy whereof was (entto the Petitioners by the Com- 
raand of her late Majefty when Guardian of the Kingdom, 
for the Petitioners Anfwer thereto) it is aflerted, that the 
Colony of Georgia, being to the Southward of the Colony of 
Carolina, is without Ditpute on the Territories of the King 
bis Matter ; and whereas by a Convention between Great 
Britain and Spain concluded at thePardo the 14th of Janu- 
ary laft, N. S. it is agreed, that the Regulation of the Limits 
of Florida and Carolina Jhould be committed to Plenipoten- 
tiaries to confer and finally regalate the refpe6tive Pretcn- 
iions of the two Crowns, according to the Treaties therein 
mentioned ; that therefore the Petitioners, in Difchar^e of 
that great TruH, which his Majefty has been gracioufly 
pleafed to rcpofe in them, and being fully Satisfied of the tm- 
doubted Right and Title of the Crown of Great BritaJii ta 
the faid Province of Georgia, think it their indifpenikble 
Duty to lay this State of their Cafe before this Houfe, and 
10 implore their Proteftion in behalf of this Part of the Do- 
minions of the Crown of Great- Britain in Americaj intrafttid 
to the Care of the Petitioners ; and alio in behalf of his Ma- 
jelly's Subjcfl^s in Georgia, for whofe Safety and Welfare 
the Petitioners are deeply concerned, 

Some Doubt arifing In the Houfe whether the Merchants 
fliould be heard by their Counfel, Mr. Alderman Perry fpoke 
lo the following Effect. 
Sir, , 

' From the Number of Petitions that are now ready, or 
preparing to be prefented to us, againft our late Conveotbn 
with Spain J from the Rank and Charader of the feveral 
Petitioners i 2nd from the Allegations fet forth in the Pfcti- 
tlon that is now before us j we have great Reafon, 1 think, 
to conclLide, that our Convention is far from being fuch a 
one as it ought to be. From the great and confiderable- Bo- 
dies of Merchants that have pctiiioned, or are preparing to 
petition againll it, and from our feeing notfo much m one 
Petition in its Favour, we mull conclude, that the whole 
Body of QUr Merchanu think, it a moll dinionourable, difad* 

vantageoos, 



vantageooa, and dangerous Treaty. On the other hand. Sir, AtuiiniCco. m 
we ought in Charity to believe^ that our Miniflers who ne- *''*-39- 
gpttatcd this Convention, and our Minifters who advifed his 
Majefty to ratify it, thought it either a good one, or at Icaft, 
the bell that our prefent Circumftances would permit tis to 
infifl' on. Therefore, when this Convention comes to be 
examined in this Houfe, we ought to confider ourfelvcs as 
Judges in an AfFair in which the whole Body of our Mer- 
chants, Planters, and Sailors are Plaintiffs, and oar Minif- 
ters and Negotiators Defendants j and in an Affair of fuch 
Importance, an Affair in which the Parties concerned are of 
fo great Confcquenc3e, furely it will be allowed, that it be- 
hoves us not only to have the bcft Information both as to 
Matters of Right and Matters of Fa6t, but alfo to have all 
the Proofs and Arguments that can be brought upon either 
Side ofcheQiiellion, ilated and laid before us in the mofl 
methodical, the fulleft, and the deareft Light. 

* For this Rcafon, Sir, it is, I think, abfolutely necef- 
fjiry for us, not only to refer this Petition to the CommittJec 
who are to confider of the Conventiott, which I am confi- 
dent no Gentleman will oppofe j but I likewife think it ab- 
folutely neceilary to allow the Petitionee to be heard before 
rhat Committee, either by thcmfelves or Counfe!, with regard 
to this Convention, which ihey fo heavily, and, I am afraid, 
fo reafonabljf complain of; and, if our Minifters and Nego- 
tiators have 3 Mind to juftify their Proceedings, they may 
move, or get one to move for them, that Counfel may at 
the fame Time be heard in favour of this Child of theirs, 
which, like other monftrou* Births, is in fome Danger of 
being fmothered upon its firft Appearance in the World. As 
I have no intimate Correfpondcncc with them, nor with any 
one of them, I cannot pretend toguefs at what they may in 
this Cafe refolve on; but* as I have always had a good Cor- 
idpondcnce with our Merchgntsand Planter^, I may venture 
to fay, that fach of them as are now Supplicants at our Bar, 
will be glad of being admitted to be heard by their Counfel 
upon thisOccaiion ; and will be far from grudging any Ex- 
pcnce, that may be neceflary for giving us a full and clear 
View of the important Affiiir that is foon to come before us; 
Therefore I ihall conclude whnt I am to fay upon the prc- 
fent Occalioii, with a Motion to this Efle£l, That the Peti- 
tion now prefented to us be referred to the Coniideratjon of 
the Committee of the whole Houfe, who are to confider of 
the Convention between Great-Britain and Spain, concluded 
atthePardo, Jan. 14,, 1739, N S. and the feparatc Articles 
belonging thereuntOp with the fcveral Rati fications thereof ; 
andf that the Petitioners, if they think fit, be beard upon 

their 
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their Petition^ either by themfclves or CotmfeU befbre thi 
laid Committee. 

• This, Sir, Itaketo be fo reafonableaPropofitio!!, that 
I hope no Gentleman will oppofc it. However, before I 
make my Motion, I fhall beg leave to obferve, that in all 
TriaJsat Law, even in criminal Trials, where by the com- 
moo Method of Proceeding Comifel are not admitted to 
heard, wherever a Point of Law comes to be difputed, Coi 
iel are always admitted to fpeak to fuch Points for the beti 
Information of the Judges ; and yet, I hope, I may be al- 
lowed toprcfume, that our Judges, efpccially of late Yean, 
a.re as much MaAers of the Laws of their Country, 35 the 
feveral Members of this Houfe can be fuppofed to be of 
Law of Nations, and of the feveral Rights and Privil 
which are founded upon that Law, or upon the partieo 
Treaties now fubfifting between us and Spain, Therefoi 
when any fuch Right or Privilege comes to be difputed 
Jbre us, there is at leaft as great a Neceffity for admittini 
Counfel to he heard upon fuch Points for our Infbrmatio; 
as there can be for admitting CbEinfe! to be heard upon an] 
Point of Law foe the Information of our Judges, 

* Ifweattend, Sir, to the Petition now upon our Tab! 
we Ihalt from thence fee, that when the Convention comi 
to be taken into Confideration, there are {everal Matters _ 
^ight that rauft be enquired into, and fome of them may^ 
perhaps, be difputed even by fome Gentlemen in this Houfe. 
We know that the Spaniards have lately pretended to a 
ItJght to vifit and ftarch Britifh Ships, failing to and from 
the Britifh Plantations : This 15 a Right which I believe no 
Gentleman in this Iloufe will pretend to juilify ; however, 
as the Spaniards do pretend to jujflify it, or at leaH have ex- 
ercifedit, it is a Point of Right which ought to be fully en- 
quired in to J before we can judge of the Convention. But 
there is another Point of Right or Law that will, I believe, 
be difputed even in this Houfe, and chat is. Whether tU% 
Right oi V ill ting and Searching our Ships in the open Seas, 
which the Spaniards lay Claim to, is not in fome Degree ad- 
mitted by us, by our agreeing to refer this Pretecfion of 
theirs to the future Regulation of Plenipotentiaries? For ifj 
there is the leall Ground even for the Spaniards to alledge^ 
that we have by fuch Reference in any Degree admitted of 
this Prctenfion, furely every Gentleman who has a Regard 
for the Honour and Happinefs of his Country, will condema 
a Treatj^ which gives the Spaniards any Ground to fey fo. 
And whether they may not from this Treaty have, or pre- 
tend to have fome Ground for fsying fo, is a Point of Right 
which the Petitioners feem to apprehend, and which feveral 
Gentlemen in this Houfe, as well as I, think we have Rea- 
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fori to appreh^^nd, though our Appreherifions will certainly 
be laid to be groundlcfs, by all thofe who are Favourers of 
the Convention. But as this is a Point which will, and mull 
be judged of by Foreigners as well as by us, we ought to have 
it fully arguedj before we pafs any Judgment upon it, 

* As this Point in particular. Sir, depends upon the Law 
ofNacions^ and upon theConftruflion that is ufually put up- 
on preliminary Ai-ticles or Conventions, we cannot fuppofe 
that the Petitioners are capable of ginng us any Light into 
ih is Affair i and therefore, if it were but for the i^ake of 
this Point only, we ought to allow them to be heard by theil- 
Counfel upon thisOccafjon. There may be other Points of 
Right, which ought to be enquired into : I believe there are 
feveral otheri which we ought to iniifton, as the undoubted 
Rights and Privileges of this Nation; and yet the general 
Reference contained in this Convention, may hereafter give 
Spain a Pretence to fay, thnt even we our{clve& admitted 
them to be fuch as were difputable. For this Reafon, Sir, 
befoje we pafs any Judgment in an Affiir of fo great Confe- 
quence to the Honour, Trade, and Navigation of this King- 
dom, we ought ftridtly to examine into the Import and 
Meaning of thofe Words in the firll Article, by which it ij 
agreed, ' That the Plenipetentiaries refpeftively najned by 

* their Britannick asd C^tholtck M.^jeHies (halt confef, and 

* fimlly regulate the refpedive Pretenfions of the two 

* Crowns, 35 well with relation to the Trade and Navigation 

* in America and Europe, and to the Limits of Florida and 
■ of Carolina, as concerning other Points which remain 

* likewjfe to beadjufted,' I (ay. Sir, ive ought Uridtty to 
examine into the Import and Meaning of this unlimited Re- 
ference, before we pafe any Judgment i and as the Import 
and Meaning of thefe Words muil intirely depend upon the 
Law of Nations, and the Nature of prt-liminiry Conven- 
tions, we cannot exped full Satisfaftion as to this Point from 
the Petitioners ; we can no way expe^ full Satisfaction, but 
by hearing learned Gentlemen argue upoii it, who hav« 
made fuch Points their particular Study. 

* I believe, Sir, it will be admitted by every Gentleman, 
both within I>oors and without, that a definitive Treaty, 
containing a full and exprefs Acknowledgment of aJl our 
Rights and Privileges, Would have been much better thaa 
this preliminary Convention: Confidering the vigorous Re- 
folutionsof both Houfes of Parljamenf lall Seilion, confider- 
ing the Spirit which at prefent prevaiU among all Ranks and 
Decrees of Men in this Kingdom, and coiifidering the great 
Expcnce the Nation was put to \tA\ Summer, I believe it w» 
wh^t moft Mencxpcftcd: Yet notwithllanding, if none of 
our undoubted Riglm or Privilegf&are rendered doubtful, or 
Vol. V, & gg •o'i 
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Arina ttGeo. u. atiy wiy inTftlidatcd by this preparatory Way of Treating 
*7* 'W ^^ jj^^y excufeour Negociatoia for agreeing to fuch Prelimi- 
naries for the Sake of Peace, provided it appears they had 
good Reafon to hope that thofe Preliminaries would be foon 
followed by a finoere and facisfadory Treaty ; but, I liope. 
Sir, this Nation is not yet brought fo low, nor arc we (o 
fond of Peace, as to give tip any of our Rights, or agree to 
any thing for prefent Eafe, that may lay a Foundation for 
contefling fome of our niofl valuable Rights in Time to 
come, iiudi an unlucky Situation, I hope, I am convinced, 
the Nation is not yet reduced to, whatever fome Gentlemeft 
may be, who perhaps confider their own immediate Eaie, 
more than they confider either the Honour or the Incereft gf 
their Country. 

* Bat fuppofe, 9Sr, there were no Matters of Law ot 
kight to be explained to us, fuppofe it were no Way ne- 
cejiary to have the Law of Nations, or the Nature of pre* 
liminary Conventions explained to us,yet the Fa^s that are to 
be laid before us upon the prefent Occafion, are fo numeroiii, 
and of fuch various Kinds, that it is not polTibleto have them 
method ically and reg:]larly fummed up without the AiEftanoe 
of Counfel. We muft fee that it will be neceflary for ns to 
examine a great many Witneffcs with regard to thofe 
Rations that have been committed by the Spaniards boi 
before and fince the Treaty of Seville ; with regard to tl 
Importance of our Trade to and from^ our Plantations in A- 
merica i with regard to the Dangers that Trade may he cjc- 
pofed to, if a Search of Britifh Ships failing to and from thfi' 
Britifh Plantations (hould be tolerated upon any Pretext, Ot, 
under any Reftri^iona; and with regard to ieveral oth 
Points I could mention : Everyone of ihefe Witneffes may 
be able to give us an Account of fome of the Fads he knows ij 
but frotn daily Experience we may fuppofe, that even tho 
Accounts will be but lamely and indillinflly given, fuj 
we have Counfel at our Bar, who know how to put the pi 
per Queftions to them ; and when all the Witneffes ha: 
been examined, we cannot fuppofe that any of the Petitione 
will be able to fumup theEvidencCj to digeil all their TelH' 
monies under their proper Heads, and to make fuch Remarl 
upon each Point of Evidence, asmay be neceflary for putt i 
it in the cleareft and ilrongeil Light j for when a Subjeft 
very copious, and a great many laas of divers Kinds to 
related, it is not poffible for any Gentleman not exerdfed in 
the Art of Speaking, or not accuilonied to fpeak before a nu- 
merous AlTombly, let his Qualifications otherwife be never- 
great.io gives regular ^diilitid.andfullAccount of t]:eWho 
* From what J have faid, Sir, I think it mull nppea 
that it will be exircinely piojici' for us lo have the AjTiftuii 
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erCoim&l upon this important OccafioQ. Nay, it ii whatT *'""','*g^,o' ^^' 
it is what I think thofe Gentlemen muft be fond of, who are 
the greaceft Friends to the Convention ; for if it any way 
deferves thofe high Encomiums that have been made upon it, 
by fome Gentlemen without Doors, the more denrly, the 
more diftloaiy, and the more fully this whole Affair is kid 
before the Houfe, the more we ihall be fenfibte of the great 
Honour and Advantage the Nation may reap by this preli mi- 
nary Treaty ■ the more eafy wilLit be for them to anfwer any 
Objeftion that may be made againft it : For this Reafon I 
cannot fuppofe, that tlie Motion I am to make will meet with 
any Oppoiition i aod therefore I fhall add no more, but con- 
clude with monng, That the Petitioners may be heard by 
themfelves or Counfel, as I have before mentioned. 

Mr, Fclham. 

' Though I am as fond as any Gentleman in this MrlPciMin. 
Houfe can be, of receiving all poffiblc Information relating 
to the Convention we have lately concluded with Spain; tho' 
I ihall be glad to have that Information laid before us in the 
inoft full and methodical ftiarner, yet I cannot altogether 
approve of whp.t the honourable Gentleman has been pIcafeJ 
to propose. And indeed it b becaufe I am for having all pro- 
per Informatio a relating to that Affair, and for having that 
Information laid before us in the moft natural, clear, and 
fuccinft Manner, that I fliall be againft agreeing to fome 
Part of his Propofition. 1 fball willingly concurwjthhim in 
ordering the Petition now prefentcd to us, to he referred to 
the Committee who are to coniTder of the Convention: I 
fiiall hkewife concur with him in allowing the Petitioners to 
be heard by themfelves before that Committee ; but I can- 
not concur %vith him ingivii^g them leave to be heard by 
themfelves or Counfel ; bccaule in the Cafe now before us I 
do not think it proper to admit either thofe who have already 
petitioned, or any of thofe who may hereafter petition, to be 
beard by Counfcl ; and, my Reafons for being of this Opt- 
nion, i muJi beg leave to lay before you. 

* I have a great Refpcft Sir for the learned Gentlemen of 
the Law, and Ihail always be glad to hear them hold forth 
at our Bar upon every proper Occafion j but I hope they 
will excufe me if J fay, that I do not thkk their Manner 
of ftaiing tlie Cafe, or relating Faifts, the moll natural : I 
iiopc they will pardon me, even if I Ihould ffty, that 
tt nuy {broctimes ferve to confound, infte:id of inllru^fcing 
their Hearers. Nay, as it is the Cuftom among them to be 
ready to take a Fee upon either Side of any Queftion, that 
may occur ether in this HouJ'e or any other Court of Judi- 
cature, they muft make it their Bufmcfs to learn how to 
G g g 2 drefs 
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*•!«» u Gt#. II. dr^fi upa bad CaufelnfucH fine Trappings, as Co make II 
l-/"V^O P**^ ^°^ ^ ^^'^ **"^' 'therefore, in Cafes where no Matter 
of private Right or Property is to be difputed, I (Itall always 
beagaiflll expofingmyfelf, or any othtr Gentleman in this 
Houfe, to the Danger of being confounded or impofed on by 
Flowers of Oratory, or by an artful Manner of ft ating the 
Cafe, either on the one Side or ihc other; becaufe, I can 
f^y^ for my own Part at leaft, that I am afraid, left T ftiouSd 
by fuch NJeans be perfuadcd to think that a good Crufe 
which is really a ba4 one, or that a bad Caufe which b really 
a good one! and my Fears in thti Refpedt always encrcafc in 
Proportion to the Importance of the Cafe, in which I am to 
give my Jadgment 

* After having thus ibewn, Sir, the Danger of admitting 
Counfel to be liesrd before us, in any Cafe where it is not 
ablblutely neceilary, I muft obfcrve^ that with regard to 
Fads, wc can, in no Cafe fuppofe that Counfel can give us 
any Information, but fuch as they are inftrufted to give by 
thofe that employ them. In the prefent Cafe i: is ibc Peti- 
tioners that muiUnftru & them what Fafls they are to infiilon, 
what WitnefTes [hey are to call for proving thofe Fafi:?, and 
v-hat may be the proper QuelUons to be put to each Wimefe ; 
and, if we fuppofe the Peutioners capable of inftruifting 
their Counfel in all thefe Particular."!, we muft fuppofe them 
capable, by themfelves of inftrufting this Houfe, and of 
giving us all the Information as to Fadb, that we could *x- 
peft firom theiv Counfel. J fjy, we muft not only fuppofe 
them capable of doing it, but I am convinced they will dok 
in a more natural and fuccind Manner^ than the learned 
Eirrilters equally do. Fadls, Sir, are plain Things, they 
may be difguifed, but they cannot be cleared up by Elo- 
quence j therefore, in all Cafes where nothing but Fafts arc 
to be enquired into, the more numerous the AiTembly is that 
is to judge them, the more Danger there is in allowing them 
to be ftated or fummed up by thofe whofe Profeflion it is to be 
eloquent ; and for this Reafon 1 think we ought, in the pre- 
fent Cafe, to have all thofe Fafts that may be neceflary to be 
laid before us, ftated in the moft plain and natural Drefs, 
■which we may exped from the Petitioners themfelvest but 
cannot from their Counlel, 

' Then, Sir, ^ to Points of Right or Law, I do not 
think it poflible that any fuch can a rife with regard to the 
Convention. As to thofe the honourable GentlemsLn hais 
\iecn pleafed to mention^ I do not think that anyone of them 
will be difputed in this Houfe, Surely no Gentleman in this 
Houfewiil Hiy, that the Spaniards have a Right to fcarch 
any Britjfh Ship upon the High Seas: Nor do I believe that 
pny Gemlemau in tliis Hqwie will deny the Importaiice of 
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ftur Plantation Trade, or that it will be expofed to great *■•« 'lOw- 1 
Dangers and Inconveniences, in cafe the Spaniards ihonTd be ^* '** 
tllowed to fearch out Ships failing on the High Seas^ upon 
any Pretext, or under any Reltriilions, And as to the 
Point, whether we can be fuppofed to have admitted in any 
Degree of fuch a Search, by referring all Matters in Difputc 
between the two Nations to be regulated by Plenipotentiaries ? 
It is a Point in which I think there can be no QueJIion ; I 
am fure no Gentleman in this Houfe will fny, that from 
fuch a Reference any fuch Thing can be fuppofed. If a 
Man ftiould claim looo Pounds of me, may not I fubmit to 
hear his Reafons, and examine his Vouchers^ though I know 
I owe him nothing? Does this Snbmiilion fhew any Ac- 
knowledgment in me, that that Sum, or any other Sum, is 
really due ? So far otherwifc, Sir, that I fhoiald think mV' 
Jelf bound in Charity to confer with him upon the Subje^, 
to the End that I might have an Opportunity to convince 
him of the Unreafonablcnefs of his Demand, or Falfehood 
ofhb Voucher*, and thereby prevent his being induced fc» 
ruin himfelf by commencing an unjuft Law-Suit againil me. 
This. I fnj^ I fliould think myfelf bound in Charity to do, 
efpeeially if that Neighbour and I were in fuch Circum- 
ftances as made it our muttial In te reft to cultivate a mutual 
Frieodihipi and, that this is the Cafe between Spain and us, 
I believe no Gentleman will deny. This, Sir, is all we 
have done with regard to the prefent Difpntes between 
Spain and us : Wc have agreed to hear what they have to 
fay, for no other End but to convince them that there is not 
the leaft Foundation for the Claims they have lately fet up ; 
and this we have done out of Charity to them, as well as out 
of Regard to our own Intereft, in order to prevent an open 
Rupture between two Nations, whofe routoal Intercfl it is to 
live in mutual Friendihtp. By the Reference we have agreed 
to, we cannot be fuppofed to have given up, or in the lea it 
invalidsicd any of our Rights or Privileges, We cannot be 
fuppofed to have admittedj^ in any Degree of any of their 
Claims: At leaft no fuch Suppofition can be made by any 
but thofe who have a Mind to fuppofe fo, only tor the Sake 
of finding Fault with thcConvendon, 

* This Nation, thank God ! Sir, is f^r from being in any 
unfortunate Simatron. I hope it will never be reduced to the 
fatal Ncceffity of giving up any of its valuable Rights or 
Privileges,for the Sake of Peace. I hope no Man has anyln- 
fluence in his Majefty's Counfels, that for any felfifli Con- 
fideration would advjfe him to do fo. I am fure hia Ma- 
jefty would rtrjedl fuch Advice with the utmoll Difdrun i and 
therefore no Man, if he were wxkcd enough, will be fo bold 
V to give it. Bat there are fome Peribns in the Nation, iho' 

none 
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Done la this Hoafe, who are Enemies U> hh Majelly &nd hii 
Family ; and as fuch Perfons pla.cc all their Hopes in Infur- 
rcdioiis ami Invafions, they endeavour to make the Woiid 
believe, that this Nation Is retluceU to the loweft and mall 
contemptible Condition, by whkh they hope to ferve ai 
double Furpofe ; for at the fame Time tJiat it contribsitti 
towards rendering our own People difaffefted, ihey think it 
will encourage Foreigners to invade as, or provoke u& txf 
War, by refufing to do us Jullice. This may have tbme 
Effe€t^upon fome igoorantand unthinking People ,but no Man 
of Sen&can be fo impojed on ; and it is now, I hope it will 
always be, in our Power, as Toon as we think it necefikry^ to 
make our Enemies fenlible, that our Forbearance proceeiled 
from our WildojUi and not from our Weaknefs or Pufilla- 
nimity. 

* FtQin what I have feid, Sir, it will appear, that none 
of thofe Points of Right that hava been mentioned, can come 
to be difputed in this Houfe i and furely we have no Occft- 
fion to hear Connfel, as to Points of Right which no Man 
will conteft. Bat now fuppofe they were all to be conteiled, 
even in tliat Cafe, we could have no Occafion to take up our 
Time with hearing CounfeL All the Points that have bcco 
mentioned, and all the Points of Right that can come 
before us upon the prefent Occafion. are of a publick Na- 
ture; and, with refpe^ to Matters of publick Right, therf 
are many Gentlemen in this Houfe, that underftand them 
better, and can explain them more fully and clearly, thaa 
any Lawyer, whofe Time is chiefly employed in lludying the 
municipal Laws of his Country. I believe there is not a 
Gentleman in this Houfe but would chufe, I am furel would 
chufe^ to hear the honourable Gentleman Jilmfelf upon fach 
a. Subjcft, rather than any Lawyer in the Kingdom. It is is 
Matters of private Right of Property only, where the hear- 
ing of Counfei can be of any Advantage to us; becaufe, ai 
fuck Matters are generally more perplexed tliaa Matters 
of a publick Concern, Gentlemen who do not make it their 
particular Study, cannot be fuppoled to know all the Law* 
and CuJioms that may relate to them, or the Precadents by 
which they ought to be regulated. 

* In fach Cafes, Sir, in all Cafes, where the private Right 
or Property of any Man in the Kingdom is to be isffettcd by any 
Thing fl-u h to pals in this Houfe, I know it (sufaal to admit 
their Petirh:;;(:f& to be heard by the Coanfel j but I know no 
Iftance wht.e Cotinfelliave been admitted, in any Cafe, where 
natignal Right or Privikges only could be iaid to be affedlcd 
lam fjr from thinking that any national Right or Pri- 
vilege cati be in the leaft afteded, by cur late Conven- 
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tion with Spain ; but, if thia were the Cafe, I think it *'™ 
woiiW be a |bad Precedtnc to admit Counfel to be heard 
opon fuch an Occasion. I know the Siit^*^ has a: Right 
to a petition^ cvcfi upon fuch OccaJions : I HiaJl al- 
ways be not orly for prefermg that Right,biit for encourage 
ing the Ptadicc. But, in all Cafes, we have a Right to 
hear them or not, as we fecCaufe ; and in Matters of a pub- ] 
lick Goticern we feldotn hear them even by themfelves. In 
Money Bills we never <kn It is almoft a general Rale, not 
To much as to receive Petitions againft fuch Bills j and it 
would be exEremely inconvenient to introduce the Praftice of 
hearing Counfel in Cafes of a publick Nature. If fuch a 
Pra^Sice ihouJd become frequent, our SeiEons of Parliament 
would become not only annual, but continual. We ftiou'd 
be obliged to fit from one Year'e End to the other; in which 
Cafe, it wou*d be neceffary to revive the ancient Colkim of 
paying Wage^ to our Parliament Men ; and, as Money is 
now of mach lefs Value than it was when that Cuftom pre- 
%'^kd, it would likev^ife become neceflkry to increafe thofc 
Wages, which would be a new and a heavy Charge upon 
all the Coumies, Cities, and Boroughs m the Kingdom. 

* Whoever ihereforc may be the Parties, Plaintiff and 
Defendant, when we com^t to take this Convention into oqc 
'Gonfideration, it majl:, 1 think. Sir, appear to he a Precat* 
dent of a very dangerous Nature, to admit the Petitioners a, 
^nfl: it to be heard by their Counfel, For my own Pajt I 
»m fer from thinking, that the whale Body of our Merchants, 
Planters and Seamen, will appear as PiaintifFi sgainft it. 
What Means may have been tifed for fpiriting up Petitions 
«gainftit,I ftiall not pretend todeteirmineibut,! belie^ie, if any 
Means had been made ufe of for fpiriting ap in its Petitioners 
favour, we ihonld have had as many Petitions of the one Side 
as the other ; for I cannot but think, that the greateil PaTt 
of our Merchants, Planters, and Seamen, will always be for 
preferving Peace, if poflibk. And as to thofe who werecon* 
cerned in negotiating this Treaty, I believe they think it 
Hands in no Need of Counfel for its JuJlification : I believe 
they til ink it will fufficfcntly fpeak for itfcJf ; and there- 
fore will not defirc to have it recommended by the Arts of 
Eloquence ; and, as I think the admitting of Counfel to be 
heard againfl it, is not only unneceflary, but in feverai Ref- 
pe6u dangerous ; as I think it would be taking Up a gre?.t 
deal of our Time to little Purpofc, I fluH thereJbre conclude 
with moving for an Amendment to the honourable Gentle- 
man's Motion ; which is, That the Word liihfy and the 
Words «■ Cemftif may be left out of the QueJlion. 
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Sir Wiilkm Windham, 

Sir, 
' I am glad to End tMc the honourable Gentleman wbd 
ipoke lall, is for ihewing fome Sort of R^ard to the Petidon 
now before us. 1 confefs I had forae Apprehenilons, that 
this Petition would have been treated as the Petition of the 
City of London agiinft the late infamous Excife Scheme was 
treated; ttiai you would only have ordered it to lie upon the 
Table ; bccaufe, I am convinced the Petitioners, if they arc 
pillowed to be heard, either by themfelves or Counfel, will 
be able to make out all they have alledged, and more tbaa 
they have alledged in their Petition. 

* But, for my own Paf t, Sir, I mull fay, with refpc^ ce 
this Scheme of Peace, this Cotivention now before us, I do 
not think I iland ia need of any Information the Petiijoners 
can give, for alH fling me to form a right Opinion of ic. 
Upon the very Face of it, and at firft View, it appears tQ 
me to be not only the moll difadvantaeeouS| but the moA dis- 
honourable Treaty we ever made. Nothing I think can in 
the leaftcxcufe our agreeing to it, but our being in the mdt 
unfbrtanate, the mofl contemptible Situiition, am inde* 
pendant Nation was ever in j and this, I am furc the Peti- 
tioner* cannot (hew. If wc are in fuch a Situation, which 
God forbid^ it is thofe only who made this Treaty that can 
fhew it ; but if they JTh&uld tell us that this was their Reafon 
lor advifing his Majefty to tatify fuch a Treaty, it is far 
from being an Argument for our approving it. UnJucky 
Circumilanccs, either at home or abroad, may be a Reafon 
for fufpcnding our Refentment, but it cun never be a fuffi- 
clent Reifon for our agreeing to a difhonourable Treaty j 
and, if we are in fuch Circumftances, it is the Duty of this ■ 
Houfe to enquire into the Conduft of thofe who have " 
brought U5 into luch Circum fiances, and to punifh them for 
their Wickednefs or Folly ; for this Nation can never be 
brought into fuch Circumllances but by the extreme Wick- 
ednefs or Folly of thofe who have been intruftcd with tJie 
Adoiiniftration of our publick Affairs, 

' This, I fay. Sir, is the Opinign 1 have already formed t 
It cannot be made woife by any thing the Petitioners or 
their Counfel can fay agiinR, and I d;> not believe it will be ■ 
made better by any Thing that can be fa id in Favour oF chisfl 
Convention. But as fonie Gentlemen may not yet look upoa 
this new Treaty, or rather Preliminary to a Treaty, in tlie 
fame Light I do, and as I think i: nccedary we Jhould be as 
unanimous ;i3 poflible in an Affiir of fo great Importance, I 
Ihall be for giving as much fair Play as poflible both to our 
Merchants, and to thofe whom I muft upou this Occafion 
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look on M thejr Antagonifts» I mean our Ne^iators, and o- 
<hers who were ooDCerned iQCOokiog-up this whetting Morfd, 
which they iecm to have contrived &a Purpo^ to mike m 
digcftany Treaty Spain^ in all her Haughtinefe, (hall ple^ 
to vouehikfe. J fay, Sir, I fhall be for giving both thefc 
Parties as much fair Play a^ they can dcfire, and therefore I 
flvall be for aUowimg the Fettiioncrg to be heard by thcmfelv«s 
©r CounfeU When *-e have given them this Liberty, they 
may their choCe which they think beil ; and as they know 
their ovk'ii Abiiitie*, and the feveral Miciers they have to lay 
before as, much belter than we cart pretend to, they are cer- 
tainly better JtitJges than this Houfe can be, whether it will 
be neteiikry for iheni to have Counfel ; for mikfs they think 
k abfolutely neceiBry tor them to ernploy CounfeU we may 
depend on it they*I[ fave ihemfelves the Kxpeace. 

I am (otfy to find» Sir, (hat thgfe who are a^aJnft tk'ts 
Queftion, ihould think it tjcceiTary upon this Occafion to fay 
any thing tkat may look like a Refiedftbu upon the learned 
Gcmlemcn at the flar. As they arc not ro fei themfelves up 
as Juices in iny Cafe they are entploycd ia, it is their Buft- 
nsbf it h their Duty, where no palpablo Fraud appears, to 
fiate their Uient's Cafe in the faireft Light they oin j and if, 
upon one Side of the Queliion, the Cak be dcfignedly put in 
a confufed, or in a falte deeeilful Light, or if any fephifticai 
Arguments be made uie of^ i? i» the fiufinef* of thofe whQ 
are employed on the other Side, to itate the Cafe in a clear 
Light, to expofe the Falthood or Deceit, and to (hew tl»e 
Sophiilry of tke Argumema made uic of by their Antagonii^i 
This renders it al moil impoflible for the Judges, or indeed 
for any Hearer, to be dcctived or irapofed obl by the Art of 
the Speaker^ opon either Side of the Quefliofi ; a.nd there- 
fore the admitting Couufel to be heard m any Cafe, either 
of 3 publick or private Nature, can never be of the leaM: 
dangerous Corrfetiuence, buton the contrary, muft always he 
of great Vk for giviug ciie jydgca a clear aiid diiliaft Notion 
of tJic Cafe in which they are to give Judgment, and of tlie 
Ai^bmcncs that may be made ufc of upon both Sides of the 
Queftion, 

* As the GenHeinen at the Bar are never, in any Cafr 
which they plead, to give their Judgment at their Vote, 
chey may {kercfone kwfolfy, i)oneU.ly, and honourably take 
a Fee for pleading any Caufe they undcirtake j but where ft 
Man is to give his judgment or his Vote, I am fure every 
Gentkaoau in tlii& Ht>u1e will agree with me, thatitisnei* 
ther Jionourahle, boncii, nor Jawfiii to take & Fee, or any 
cit]i£r Reward, either for fpealJiig or voting. He ought 
not {q much 35 to ;icccpt:ora Favour, ©r a P.efcnt froui 
cith/^r of the Tartics conoeired in the Ofi?, in v. hii.U he k '<*» 
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give his Vote or Judgment. Naj^, in fuch Cafes, if a Man 
has any particular Amctiment to one Side more than the 
othtTf heoQghtnotto look upon himfelf as an impartial 
Judge in that AWsai j for which Rcaibn he ought to avoid 
giving hfs Opinion. In all Cafts therefcrre where there 
are two Parties concerned, Gentknien ought to examine 
themfelves ilridly, before they venture to give thrii- Jodg- 
ment or their Vote upon either Side of the Queftion j for 
though the Heart cannot perhaps be corrupted, the Judg- 
raent may be mi fled, by Favours received, or by perfooal 
Attachments. 

As to Fafls, Sir, I (hall allow they are plain Things, 
more plain perhaps than fome People defire. They are fo 
plain, that I do not find they can be difguifed by all the 
mercenary Eloquence in the ICingdom. But, as plain as they 
are, it requires fome Art, fome Pradtice to ftatc them in their 
proper Light, efpedilly where they are nujncroua and of 
various Kinds. But with regard to Fafts, we know that true 
Eloquence confifts in relating what are neceflary, and no more 
than what are necefTary ; therefore, for faving Time, ive 
ought to admit the Petitioners to be heard rather by their 
CoiiJifel than by thcmfelves ; for as none of them are prac- 
tifed in the Art of Speaking, the_ may forget, or omit, to 
give us an Accoutit of fome ef the moft material Fadls, and 
dwell upon others that are nothing to the Purpofc , ft> that a 
great deal of our Time may be taken up in hearing a prolix 
Account of FaSs that are of no great Signification, and yet 
at the End we may have but a very lame Account of thofe 
Fadts which are the molt material. Counfel, 'tis ftroe, mufi 
have Inftmftions from thole who employ them: They moJl 
have an Account from their Clients of the Faflts that m;ty be 
proved, and of the Witnefles that can prove them ; but in 
theCourfe of the Examination fome material Pads may be 
hinted at, which the Petitioners did not know of before. If 
Counfel were prefcnt at the Bar, they would immediately lay 
hold of fuch Hints, and by putting proper QyeJliona might 
have them fully explained' Whereas, otherwife, fuch Hints 
may probably pafs unobfervcd, and by that Means i!bme of 
the moft laaterial Fafts may remain in Obfcurlty. Prom 
whence we may fee, that it is n at always from the Client that 
the Counfel arc to learn what may be the proper Queliions to 
be put to each Wicneis. The Client maj' in genera] fay, tha* 
fuch ai Witnefs is to be examined as to fuch a Point j but it is 
the Crf>unre] that mull think ot the proper Quellions to be put 
to him, in order to make him give an Account of dl he 
knows relating to that Point ; andthofe Queftions caanot fo 
much as be thought of, bet tn the Courfe of theExxmination; 
which DO Man can be fuppokd fo capable of, as thofe wh« 
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arc daily convcrfant in fuch Afi^irs. Thus* Sir, it appears *«*«<?•* 
that, with regard to Fa£ls, if we admit the Petitioners to ^'' ^'' 
be heard by thcmfelves only, we may probably have i great 
deal more of our Time taken up, than if we were to admit 
them to be heard by their CounfcJ, and that we cannot ex- 
^t&. (o fall and dlAinfl: an Account of all the material FaSs, 
as we ought to have in an Affair of fo great Importance. 
As we {hall probably have a great many Petitions beiides 
this now before obj as everyone of thofe Petitions may 
complain of fome particuL-u: Point that alFefl* them on\f ; 
the ExamiiiatJon of Witncfles moil lall for fevetal Days, ai:4 
muil relate to Points of a veiy different Nature, In fuch a 
Cafe, can we fuppofe that any Gentleman, who has never 
made it his Bufincfs, will be able to fum up the Evidence ? 
Let every Gentleman of this Houfe apply the Cafe to him- 
fclf : Let him lay his Hand upon his Heart and declare, 
whether he thinks he ftiould be able to fum up the Evidence, 
notwithftandi^ig his being acquainted with, and perhaps ac- 
cuftomed to fpeak in this Aflembly, What then can he 
expcfit from any Gentleman that never was of this Houfe, 
nor ever perhaps fpoke before any public Affcmbly ? 

Nowt Sir, as to Matters of Right or Property, the ho- 
nourable Gentleman endeavoured firlt to fliew, that no fuch 
Matter could come to be difputed before us. Sir, I believe 
the Rights of this Nation, that have been lately difputed 
by Spain, will not be in the leaft controverted before us. No 
Man wilt dare to iland up in this Aflembly, and deny any of 
thofe Rights, that Spaio has been lately allowed todifpate witit 
us. It was inconfillcnt with the Honour of the Nation toaUow 
them to be difputed in any Negotiation. That of a free Na- 
vi^tion upon the open Seaa, is a Right fo plain and evident, 
and of fuch Confequence, that we ought to have broke off" 
all Manner of Negotiation, aa foon as the Spaniards pretend- 
ed to deny it J and fince they had pretended to let up « 
Claim that was inconfillent with this Right, we ought never 
to have renewed our Negotiations with them, til! they had 
previoufly relinquiihed that nnjuil Claim, and exprefsly ac- 
knowledged our Right, Whereas it now appears, that we 
have not only negotiated, but have treated without any fuch 
Relinquishment or Acknowledgment : Nay, we have ex- 
prefsly, by this Treaty, referred it, amongtt others, to be 
regulated. 

What the Meaning of this Reference may be. Sir, what 
Interpretation may be put upon it* is a Matter of Right 
that muft be inquired into, before we approve of this Treaty- 
It is not what Meaning m^Ly be put upon it by this Houfe, 
or by any Gentleman in thJ5 Houie, that we are to enquire 
intoi. It is what Meaning may be put upon it by Spain, or by 
Fottigneri > for if the Court of Spain, or any foreign Court 
a h h z what- 
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wTra»ver, ctn toppofe, that by tlii* Refeititqp wt lave in 
any D^ree admitted of thofe Claims the Spiniatds have 
lately fet up again ft us J it will with them bring this Natkm 
into Contempr ; and furely the ParllameTit of Great Britain 
h not to approve of a Treaty that will bring Great Britaiit 
into Contempt^ at any Court in Europe. It is not. Sir, bc- 
caafe I have a mind to find Fault with this Treaty, that I 
fuppofe this Referecce will be iiiterpwted as an Admiifion 
of the flierft dangerous Claim Spain has fet up Jigaintt m : 
It is bccaufe I think fuch a Hpfcrenoe cannot be otherwife 
interpreted, that Imuft ftnd Fault with thb Treaty, Spain 
pretends to a Right to fearch oar Ships upon the open Seats, 
and to confifcate the Ship and Cargo, if one Shjllitig'* 
Worth of any Goods be found on Board, which tlicy may 
pleafe to call the Produce or Manufafture of their Plan tacjons. 
This Right, among the reft, we have referred to be reguUt- 
ed, Is not this acknowleydging the Right ? Is k poflible to 
regulate. a Right that never was in Being ? Let at put the 
Cafe the other Way, We pietend, and moft jultly pretend* 
to free Navigation on tlie open Seas. Formerly \ve pretend- 
ed to a t)ominJon over the Sea.5 ; bat now we are reduced to 
pretend only to what every independant State has a Right 
to by the Liaw of Nations ; and even this Right we have, 
by this Treaty, referred to be regulated by Spanifli Plcnipo- 
ttntiaries. Is not this the greatcsft Indignity that ever ^tn in- 
dependent Nation fubrnilted to ? Shall we allow Spain to pre- 
fcribe Rules to the Freedom of our Naviganlon in the open 
Seas ? If we fhould now fay, we cannot admit of any fuch 
Things Spain may juftly reply, yoti have already admUted 
it by your preliminary Articles ; the only Thing the Pleni- 
potentiaries have to do, h, to fetde and agree upoii thdi^ 
Rules which wc arc to p*efcribc. 

If any Man fhould claim of me. Sir, 1000/. which I 
knew he had not the leaft Pretence for, I ihould, perhapS| 
put ofChftrity, vouchfafe to hear what he conld fay jn Juf- 
tificateonof his Claim, bat I fhould think myfdf a Madman, 
if, to avoid a Law-fuit, I fhould fubmit fuch a Claim to 
Arbitration. We have heard the Reafons allcd*ed by Spaio, 
for every one of the unjufl Claims they have lately fet up a- 
gAiiift tis. We haiye had the Patience 10 hear them ovet 
pnd ovfv agafn, daring the long Courf^ of oor Negotiations. 
V-'c ought* I am fare we could, and I hope we have ihewQ 
them, that there is no Weight in any of the Reafons they 
h;ive allcdged. nor the leafl houndation for any one of the 
Chiijlis. th^y have fet up. This wc mtght have done for 
once, ^vithout doing ourfdves any notable Injury ; but we 
negotiated too long, and now at lait, by this Treaty, We 
|yivc ilibmitced all thcunjuE Claimj they have fet up againft 
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aa to Arbitratioo. They rauil have been coJivlnced iong Ab» t^ <;«!v ii« 
before now, thai they had no reafonable Piieteoce for refafmg Jr^^^ j 
to do us fultice j but, if they were not, can we hope that ^"'^'^ r^^ 
IcKey will be more traftabie, or Ids obftinate, in conferring, 
than we have already found them in negotiacing7 Can we 
expeft that the Arguments of Mr. Keene the Plenipotentiary 
will have greater Weight thaji the fame Arguments had 
when urged by Mr, K^ne the Envoy I Np, Sir, they will 
not now admit him to hy, ' You have no Rtght to fearch our 
Ships upon the open Seas, under any Pretence whatfbever:^ 
They will tell him, * You have already, by the preliminary 
OjBvention, admitted our Right ; your <JJiIy Bufinefs now 
is, to pfopofc to our Plenipotentiaries Aich R^alations as 
may make our Right of fearching as little hurtful to your 
Trade as pofFsble.* This k what I am convinced the Spa- 
jiiards will fny i and whether or no they may iiave a Right 
from the Words of this Treaty to fay fo, is a Queilion of 
Right, which we ought to hear argued by Com nfe I, before 
we pafs Judgment wpoo this Convention, If there be the 
leaft Pretence for their faying ib, they have already got s 
great Advantage over us, by his Majefty's Ratification ; but 
they will get a much greater, by the Parliament's Approba- 
tion of that Treaty* which ^rnlihed the^ with fucii a Pr^ 
fence. 

* laxa gfaid to hear. Sir, from the honourable Gentleman, 
that the Nation is ft.r from being in any unfortunate Situa- 
tion i becaufe he ought to know, and I am convinced he 
never fpcaks contrary to what he thinks ; bat whatever we 
may think or fay within Doors, I am afraid a very different 
Opinion genenilly prevails without Doors. Tlie People do 
»oc judge from what they hear, but from what they iec and 
feel. They hive felt thcmfejves infulted, plundered, and 
craelly ufed, by the Spaniards : They have as yet found no 
Reparation, nor do they know of any Vengeance that has 
been taken. On the contrary, it is well known both abroad 
»nd at home, that we have tamely fubmitted to repeated In- 
fiiks and Depredations for m.iny Years, We have fubmitted 
ib long, that the Spaniards feem to think they have acquired 
M Right by Prefcription to plunder our Merch^ts, and a- 
buJe oar Seamen as often as they have a mind. From our 
fuiFering fach Injuries and Indignities to pafs unpunifhed, 
not only oar own People, but every Foreigner that heari of 
it, may have fome Rcafon to conclude, that the Nation is 
ia a wc^k and oontemptible Condition, or that lome of thofe 
that have an InEuei;ce in our Counfels, arc fwayed by Mo- 
tive inconfiftent with the Honour and Intcrelt of tlieir 
Country. It is not from the Reports of hi* Majefty'» Ene- 
jaici. but fiDtn the Condiidt^ of his Majesty's Mlnillers^ 
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^^'i^t^i "* *^^' People form their Judgment j and thercFore, if there te 
J any one, either at home or abroad* that fuppofes this Na- 
tion to be in an unfortunate Situation, it muft be Iixiputed to 
his Majefty's Minifters, who, in this RefpefV^ might ifwked 
be juilly calkd his Majefty's greateil and moft dangerous E- 
nemies. 

* In the Cafe now before us, Sir, we ought to conBder n- 
ther what the People without [Doors may think, or wbar 
Foreign Nations may think, than what any particular Gen* 
leman of thia Houfe may think of our prefent SitoatioiL 
From our pa ft Condafl, lamafniid, Foreign Nations haw 
already begiiti to form a very unfavourable Opinion of mt 
Circumftances ; but, if they Ihould fee a Treaty approved 
of by Parliament, containing any Words that can be inter- 
preted as an Admiflion of a Right, which no indepcDdent 
Nation ever Submitted to, they miift form a inoft contrinp- 
tible Opinion of us, and certainly wHl treat us accordingly. 
Therefore, I think it is abfolutely neceflary for us to hear 
Gounfel, upon what may be thought to be the Import of tbt 
general Kcference, which feems to be the chief Article of 
this Treaty. 

' I do not quellios\ Sir, but that there arc feveral Gen- 
tlemen in this Houfe, who are pretty well acquainted with 
the Law of Nations, and the Nature of Treaties ; I have 
one in my Eye, who muJl be allowed to be a great Mailer m 
this Way 5 for tho* he never made it hisProfeflion, he is weU 
known to have had great Prafiicc ; and, I make no Doubt 
of our having his Ailiftance, when this Treaty comet to be 
explained. Btit no Gentleman, who never made this Study 
hi3 Profeflion, can be fuppofed to be fo well acquainted with 
it» as thofe th?.t do. In one of our Courts of JoAice, I 
mean our Court of Admiralty, we know that the Barriffm 
or Advocates are obliged to make this Study their particukr 
Profeilion j and es our other Barrifters may hap|Jea to be 
employed in Appeals from that Court, moft of them are 
obliged to make themfelves thorough Mailers of the Law of 
Nature and Nations, efpccially with regard to maritime Af- 
fairs, TherefoTe* when an Important Qucftion of any foch 
Nature is like to come before usj it mull always be of great 
Ufe to hear Counfej, before we give our Opinion upon tk 
Queftion, 

' In any fuch Cafe, Sir, our admitting Counfel to b« heard 
cin never be a dangerous Precedent, If it were eftaWi! 
a.^ a general Rule, It could be attended with no bad Con; 
ijucnce ; becaufe fuch Cafes rarely occur. But, if they w^ 
much more frequent, it would' be no Argument aga 
doing our Duty, which is, in all Cafes, to endeavour to 
tliorou^hly informed before we give our Opinioa. If 
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*ioiiH prolong oarSdlions of Pariiament, and if the Length ^^°,'j*8^'"^ 
of our Seflions fliould make it neceflary to revive the antient 
Cufiom of paying Wagea to our Parliamerit Men, I cannot 
think tfiat either woold be a l^fsto the Nation, or an In- 
novation efourConftitutiqn. The laft would certainly be 
an Advantage, becaufeii; would make our little Boroughs do 
a3 niany of them have formerly dotie ; It would make 
tliem petitioD to be freed from the Burden of fcndj^ng Bur- 
gefles to Parliament j ^d if no little Borough in the King- 
dom fcnt a Member to this Hoofe, it would, in my Opinion, 
)be an Advantage to the^^atjon, and an Improvement of out 
Conftitution j becaufe the People would be much more e- 
qually rcprefeutfid, 

' But now. Sir, fuppofe it were allowed to be an efla- 
biiftied Rule incur Proceeding;?, never to admit Coimfel to 
be beard in any Cafe, where no private Right or Property is 
concerned j yet tJib could be no Argument again ft ©m ad- 
mitting Counfel 10 be heiird wtt|i regard to this Goavention ; 
bccaufe it muft be granted, chat the private Property of great 
Numbers of hta Majefty's Subjefb is deeply concerned. The 
Claims of our Alerchkst^, , tJi^e Property they have been 
lobbed ofj amounts to above 400,000 Pounds. The very 
Petitioners now before us Mve a great Share in this Proper- 
ty ; ajid (ball we fay the j( private Property is fio viray con- 
cerned, when that whole O aim is to be given up for 95,000 
Pounds ? Can a Maa's private Property be faid to be no 
way concerned, when he iinds himfelf in Danger of being 
obliged, by Authority of Parliament, 10 accept of lefs than 
five Shillings in the PoHnd^ from a Debtor who does not fo 
much a* pretend to be Bankrupt or Infolvcnt ? 

* The People of Georgia and Carolina, Sir» have a Pro- 
perty in the Land a they pojlefs, founded upon what ought to 
be held one of the moii &cred Kight£ in the World, the 
King'^s Grant, and their own loduiiry ; and can. their Pro- 
perty be faid to be noway concerned, when Limits are to be 
fettled, by which fome of them mult, and, for what they or 
«w know, all of them may be ftript of their Polfeffions ? I 
&y. Sir, fome of them mvft> a^d all of them may 1 for ifwe- 
happen to be Infeded with, the fame complolfant Humour 
when we conclude the definitive Treaty^wiih which wcfeem 
tp have been infefled when we concluded the Preliminary 
Articles, J do not Icnow but the Whole, or a great Part of 
South Carolina may be made a Prefent for keeping the Spa^ 
niaidsin good Humour. At Ieaf>, fome ol the. Southern 
Parts of Georgia mull be given up; for it would have been 
ridtcalous in us to refer the Limits between the Spaniards and 
luio Florida co be iettlcdby Fkmpotenuajic3f if at the fame 
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**^*t?^' **' '''^"^ ^*^ ^^'^ ^^^ Tcrolved not to part with an Iiick (tf 
' ' wkitwe then pTciended to. 

* The South Sea Com pany. Sir, have a Right and Pro- 
|«Tty in the Affiento Contra^ j a Property that would have 
been 3 great Value to them, as well as to the Nation, if we 
Imd taken CaTc to refent in a proper Manner every Inva* 
lion that was made upon it Can it then be faid, that the 
private Property of the So nth -Sea Company is no way con- 
cerned in a Treaty, when by the fundamental Article of 
that Treaty, I mean the King of Spain's Declaration, 1. 
greed upon wrth reciprocal Accord^ we have, in fome Mea- 
liire, acknowledged his Right to fufpend the AffientoCoft' 
trait, unlefs that Company fubjeftsherfelf to pay,, within 3 
ihorf Term, a btgc Sum of Moneyt which he has no good 
Right to derrtand, nndTtvhich, though he had, he ought to 
allow in Part of Payment of a much greaser Sum due by him 
to them } 

* Sir, the private Property bf the South-Sea Cotnpany 
ffluft be fo deeply concerned in any Qjeftion that can come 
before us relating to thb Convention, and has, in my Opi- 
Jiion, bc«i fo greatly tnjured fcy out receiving or agredog ta 
this Declaration, that T am furprifed they were not the Arft 
to petition againft the Convention. I know of lio M^ns 
that have been made ufe of, either publick or private, fot 
fpirking tip Petitions sgaintl it, except that of iti being 
•pTinted and puWifhed : 1 believe there was no Occaiion for 
making ufe of any other Means. But, if the South -Set 
Company do not petition againft it, £ fiiall be convinced 
that fome trndcr- hand Means have been made ufe of for pre- 
vent i no fuch Petitions ; and from thence, I (hall be apt Co 
fufpcfl: thati if it had been poffible to ptocure any one Peti- 
tion in its Favour, no proper Means would have been wanting. 

Sir, I thinTc I have made it apper?r, that the private Pro- 
perty of a great many of his Myjefty's Stibjefts, tatiSt be 
concerned in any QHcftion ihtit can come before us relating 
to this Convention ; I think it is evident, that the private 
Property of thofe whofe Petition we have now before m, 
tnuft be dcfiply concerned : And therefore, if Couniel art 
ever to be heard in any Cafe whcire private Propeity is con- 
cerned, they ought to be heard when we come to take tki« 
Convention into ourConfidetatlon. For which Reafon 1 
ihall be for agreeing to the Motion without any Amend* 
meiit, 
jo*iiTiito,Eki» John Talbot, Efqi 
Sir, 
• Tho* I am ftr from thinking It dangerous fo hear Oma* 
fel upon any Caf* whatever, yet I cannot think it ii alvtmjm 
jieceiTari,' i and in Parliamentary Affairs, wheft i; is noc *b- 
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folntely necellkry, I muft think it oaght not to be allowed ; *'^',j'jVS'' ^^ 
becaufe, by fo doing, we tike up a great deal of our Time, 
and lay thofe who have Bufinefs before us under a Tempta* 
tion^ at leaft, of putting them feh-es to Expence to no Pur- 
pofe. This, Sir, is far from being a new Opinion, or a new 
Way of thinking ; for however tece flary fome may think 
it to hear Cbunfel in every Cafe that comes before Parlia- 
ment, or before our Courts of Jufl.ice» it was not thought (b 
of old : So far otherwife, that by the Common law of 
England, neither the Plaintiff nor Defendant, iu any of 
our Cour^ of Juilioe, could appear by his Attorney, without 
the King's fpecial Licence fsgnified to the Court, by his 
Writ or Letter : Every Man of old was obliged both to pro- 
fecute and defend his Suit in hia cwn Perfbn ; and upon 
this Cuflom, the learned Coke obferves, that it mads Law- 
Suits Icfs frequent, which, I believe, was no Lofs to the 
Kingidon in general, whatever Inconifeniencc irmigbt be 
to particular Pcrfons, 

I may fay upon the prefent Occafion, that it would be 
very unadviiab!e to introduce the Cuilom of permitting every 
Man to be heard by his Counfel, that might think himfelf 
aggrieved, by any KeguLition propofed in Parliament for 
the publick Good. In fome Cafes of an extraordinary 
Nature this perhaps hai been allowed ; but it cannot yet be 
iaid to be an eftablilhed Cuflom ; and I hope it never will. 
In Cafes where the Rights and Properties of private Men ap- 
pear to be concerned, it may fome times be neccflkry to hear 
Counfel ; but even in fuch Qifes, we ought to diftinguifh 
between thofe in which fome nice Point of Law may pro- 
bably arlfe, and thofe in which no fuch Point of Law can. 
come to be canvailed before us. In Gaf« of private Right 
or Property, where fome nice Point of Law may probably 
arife, it becomes neceflkry for us to have that Point argued 
by Counfel learned in the Laws of the Kingdom t and for 
that Reafon we ought, in fuch Cafes, to admit the Parties 
or Petitioners to be heard by ihemfelves or Counfel ;^ But in 
Cafes where no fuch Point can be expected to a rife, not- 
with Handing there being fuch as may affeft the Property of 
fome private Men, it is no Way neceflary ; nor ought we to 
take up our Time with hearing Counfel &£ to Fads, or cleat 
Points of Law, which evtry Gentleman in the Houfemay 
comprehend as readily and as fully, as the moll learned Law- 
yer that can be brought to plead before us. 

This, I believe. Sir, will be allowed to be the Cafe, 
with regard to the Convention. The jRights of fome private 
Men may perhaps be affected by fome of the Refolutions 
we may come to upon that Occafion ; but no one, I think, 
can cxpeft, that any difficult Point of Law, relating to that 
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Right or Property |Can come to bedilputed. And if in the C^orfe 

of our Examination fomc Point of Law fho aid arife, wfakfi 
may be thought proper to be explained by Coanfel, we may 
then order, 5iat the Petitionera ihall then be heard by them- 
f elves or Counfel, as to that Point only. 

* In this Way, Sir, we may fave ourfclves a great deal of 
Time and Trouble, and may prevent the Petitioners putting 
themfelves to a needlefs Expence i and if this Method were 
eftablilhed as a general Rule in all our Proceedings, even in 
Cafes where the Right or Property of private Men may bm 
alleged, no Man could fey it would be any W^y inconfiA- 
cnt with our Conftitation ; for in criminal Cafes of the high* 
elt Nature, in Cafes of Felony, the Prifoncr is not admitted 
to be heard by Counfel, unkfs upon the Trial fonae Point of 
Law arifeSy and then he is to be heard by Counfel as to that 
Point only ; and even in Cafes of High Treaifon our Confti- 
tution was the fame, till it was altered by a late Statute ; 
for where the Law is plain, there is certainly no Occafion 
for Counfel in any Cafe either before Parliament or any infe- 
rior Court of Judicature ; and as to Fafts, they ought to be 
related and explained fo as to make the Truth appear by 
the Depofttions of honeft and fincere WitnefTes, and not by 
the GbiTes that may be put upon them by ingeniooa and art- 
ful Pleaders, 

* Therefore, Sir, by theantlent Formof ourConftitmioft 
which I think, for the Sake of Difpatch, ought to be ob- 
ferved as a Rule in our Proceed ings* we have no prefene 
Occalton to order the Petitioners to be heard by their CounfcL 
Nay, they tbemfelves feem to be confcious that it ought not 
to be done j for they have not fo much as petitioned to be 
heard by themfelvesor Counfel, they have petitioned only in 
general to he heard. If any Queilion Ihould arife relating to 
Matters of publick Right, or tlie Meaning of Words in thii 
or any oilier Treaty, we have the good Fortune to have fe- 
veral Gentlemen amongil us, that can fpeak to it as fully» 
attd as learnedly, as any Counfel the Petitioners can employ ; 
and as an Addition to our good Fortune in this Rcfpeft, I 
believe, thofe Gentlemen will not be all of one Side : I even 
hope they will be of different Opinions, in order that we 
may hear the Point as fully argued in that Cafe, as we ufu* 
ally do tn other Cafes of the fame Nature. Then as to ma- 
naging or fumming up the Evidence, we have the fame good 
Fortune. We have Gentlemen amongft us, that are as ca- 
pable of putting proper Queftions to the Witnelies during 
the Examination, and fommtng up the Evidence after the 
Examination is finifiied, as any Lawyer that ever appeared at 
our Bar ; and aa fome of thofe Gentlemen may probably be 
of the fame Opimon \iv\i the Pctitianen, ind fomc of a con- 
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trajy Opinion, we may expe£l to have the Examination ^^» « c«o ii, 



t well managed, and the Evidence fully fummed up on both 
Sides. 

' I stm furprized. Sir, any Gentleman can imagine^ that 
lefs of our Time will be taken up in hearing the Petitioners 
both by themfelves and their Counfel^than in hearing them by 
themfelves only : For the Cafe is really that if you onier them 
to be heard by themfelves or Coonfel, they will chufe to have 
Counfel, not becaufe it is necefiary^ but becaufe after the Cown- 
fel have opened the Subjeft Matter of their CompUintp 
[ fuch of them as can fay any Thing upon the Subject, will 
be called u Witnefles, and may in that Shape fay as much, 
and take up as much of your Time, as if they were to be 
leard by themfelves only. By this Means they will have 
th« Advantage of having their Cafe twice laid before you, 
and in a two-fold Manner, firft by thpiT Counfd, and then 
by themfelves ; and therefore, I think, it is certain, they 
will chufe to be heard by their Go*mfel, in cafe you give 
them Leave. 

But there is another Reafbn, Sir, why I think they 

^ win chufe to be heard by their Counfel, which, in my Opinion, 

fought to be a ftrong Rcafon with us not to hear tiiem by 

1 Counfel, *Tis certain we have not obtained fo much by 

[this Convention as fome fknguine People might ex~ 

[pe<^ : *Tis certain we never did obtain fo much by any 

f Treaty we have made, nor ever iliaH by any Treaty wc 

[cAn make. Wife Men will always give up fome thing 

I ©f what they may have Reafon to expeft, rather than ri(k 

I the Whole upon the doubtful Event of a War ; and 

I what they do give up, will always be in Proportion to the 

Chance that is againfl them. To fet this Chance in itspro- 

[per Light, the Powerof your Enemies and your own Weak- 

T nefs muft be truly leprefented, without magnifying either the 

one or the other i but as it is, and always will be^ unpopular to 

alk of the Strength of your Enemies, or of your own Weak- 

nefs, therefore the popular Side of the Qiieftion will be always 

again ft any Treaty or Convention you can make ; and as thcr* 

iis always the^reateft Scope forEloquenceupon the popular Side 
of any Queflion, the Petitioners will certainly chuie to have 
as much Eloquence upon their Side as poiTible, and for that 
Furpofc will chufe to have Counfel, if we give ihem the 
Liberty ; But with us this ought to be a Reafon for not ad- 
tnitting them to be heard by their Cdunfel i becaufe we are 
to conftder, not what is moll popular, but what appears 
from the prefent Circumfiances of Things to bemoft for the 
publick Good. As this is certainly the Duty of every Mem- 
hct of thb Houfe, I do not believe that any Gentleman, 
^v I i i % Vt4^ 
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who has the Honour of being a Member, will allow hirafeJf 
lo be influenced by the Eloquence dtbcr of the PetSiiowf* 
or iheiv Caunfel ; and therefore, if there were none here 
prefcnt but Members, Ibclie^re, neither Side wonlJ attempt 
tit take up oar Time with their Eloquence ; but as ibenc i» 
upon Octafions a. grrat Number of Perfons prefcnt, hefda 
ihofe that have a Right to CounfeU they will confider 
rather what the/ may fay to the Audience, than what they 
ought to fay to the Judges ; and that confequently s great 
Part of owr Time will be unneccfliril/ taken up, m heajing 
Borid Harangues upon the Riches and Strength of the Na- 
tion, upon the Courage of our Pcopic, and upon our war- 
iike Exploits in former Ages. 

* I hope I have now fticwn, Sir, that it does not yet ap- 
pear to us, that it will be any Way ncceffary for us to heaf 
Coonfel upon any Thing relating to the Convention ; there- 
fore, I hope I ftiall bcexcufed, if I give my Vote for the_A- 
mcndmcnt propdfed. 

Sa^ud Sandys, Efq; 
Sir, 

* The Gentlemen wlu> have fpoke upon this Occa£on, a- 
gainil admitting the Petitioners to be heard by CounieJ, put 
me in Mind of the old fabulous Story of Pr&tesj. When 
they find thcmfelves like ;o be overcome in one SKapc, they 
turn themfelvcs to another. In the former Part of this De- 
bate they told us, Counfcl was never to be heard, but in 
Cafes where the Rights or Properties of private Men were 
like to be afFc^ted, by what was; to come under the C»niifte- 
ration of Parliament. In Anfwer to this, jt was, I think, 
demon itrflted, that the Right and Property of privAi« Mea 
muft Ix greatly sfFi*£led by this Convention^ efpecially if it 
thould meet with the Approbation of Parliament. This they 
could not deny, and therefore they have now turned themfclves 
into another Shape, by Jaying^thatCounfel arc not to be heard, 
even where the Property of private Men may be affr(^ed,unlds 
fome nice Point of Law.relating to that private Property .arifcs^ 
during the Courfe of the Examination This they fay ought co 
be the Rule in al! our Proceedings. They could not fay it ii» 
or that it ever was a Rule. They could not fay fo; for every 
one knows, that it i& contrary to the whole Tenour of our 
Proceedings, as far back, as we can trace our Journals. It 
%vould be ridiculous to attempt to Ihevv it to be fo by Prece- 
dents : They are fo numerous that they may be faid to be 
numberkfs. But what is Jlill more extraordinary^ they have 
endeavoured to ihew, that this ought to be a Rule, 
by mentioning fome old Cuftoms, which, bccaufe of ch« 
Irjconvenicnccs or Injullicc of them, have been Abro' 
gated. 
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< In ancient Times, Sir, it was peiBaps a Rule, that no ^;;^J ''* 
Man ftioiild be allowed to fue or defend by his Attorney, 
without the King's Licenfe ; and this coald be attended with 
but little Incoveoieoce to the Subjcft, whJlft almoft all Caufts 
were heard and determined in the County where the Parties 
ie£ded : But as foon as the King's Courts began to be fixed 
at Weftminller, it was neceflkry to allow every Man to fue 
or defend by his Attorney j for which Reafon the King's 
JUcenfe became a Writ of G>urfe, and at laftj, as being a 
necdiefs Expence to the Suite rs» was intircly laidafidei fa 
that for fome hundreds of Tcari paCt, Parties in all civil 
Caufes have been conftantly allowedj without any Warrant 
by the King*s Writ or liCtters -Patent, to appear by Attor- 
ney, and to have their Caufe pleaded by Counfel ; which 
without doubt make* Law-Suits more frequent than they 
would otherwife be 5 for if Parties were now obliged to at- 
tend a tedioua Law-Suit, and negleft all their other Buiineis , 
00 Man would either profecute or defend his Right, unlefs 
it were of a very great Value. 

' Therj, Sir, as to criminal Caufes, I know that thofe 
who were accufed of TreafoD or Felony, were not of old 
allowed Counfel, unlds fome difficult Point of I^w hap- 
pened to be ftarted upon the Tryal j becaufcj as our Law- 
yers fay, the Judges are to be of Counfel for the Prifoncr, 
But every Man will, I believe^ grant, that this was a Seve- 
rity, introduced in favour of the Crown, nor very favoura- 
ble for the Subjei^. Our Volumes of State-Trials will make it 
appear, how fcldora the Judges have afted the Part of being 
Counfel for the Prifoner, They often appear rather to have 
afted the Part of being Counfel againft him, and have treated 
a Man aj a Tray tor before he was condemned cither by God 
or his Country. Thank God ? with regard to Treafon, we 
have got free of being obliged to have none other but fuch 
Counlcl : We have got this ridiculous Caftom altered by 
Means of the Revolution, which has in fome Meafure rc- 
ftored our original Conltitutlon, though not fo fuUy as it 
ought to have done ; for a Revolution introduced and efta- 
blifhed upon the Principles of Liberty ought to have rooted 
out every Stem of arbitrary Power, whereas in fome Cafes 
it may rather be faid to have planted it * which ihewi 
the Wea,knefs of human Forefight, and how neceffary 
it is for the Patrons of liberty to be always upon ihei; 
Guard. 

* With rcfpedt to Felonies, 'tis true. Sir, the antic nt 
Cuflom Hill remains j but I am furprifed it has not in this 
Cafe likewifc been altered by Statute, 'Tis better twenty 
Guilty efcape than one Innocent fuffer i and I am convinced, 
) thi« Cuflom has been the Occafion of m^ an \tv!RQ«,^\'^^T^ v 
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being condemned, who, if he had been allowed Counfcl] 
would have made his Innocence as bright as the Sun-fhine. 
'Tis impoflible for an ignorant Man to tell when a Point of 
Law avifes; and the more innocent he is, the more ignorant 
we may fuppofe him, : Thofe that are never guilty of &ny 
Crime^ are ieldom at the Pains to ftudy the criminal Laws of 
the Kingdom, or the Methods of Trial in fuch Cafes ^ and 
therefore the more unfit are they, of themfelves, to condaft 
the Examination of Witneffcs, or to take notice, and make 
the proper Advantage of any Point of Law that may arife 
in the Courfe of the Examination. They mull depend in- 
tirely upon their Judges, and the Judges may in the Cafe of 
Felonies behave as they have hitherto done in the Cafe of 
Tfcafon r They may brow-beat the Prifoner, and thereby 
prevent his taking notice of, or infifting upon thofe Points 
of Law t which he may have good Re^lfon to inCfl'on. 

• But, Sir, whether this Cuilom of allowing Perfbns ac- 
cofod of Treafon or Felony to have Connfel, be a laudable 
CuAom or not, it ia a Cuftom that, has alv^ays been obferved 
by Parliament. Was thereever aPerfon accuied -in Parlia- 
ment of any Crime or Mifdemeanor, that was not allowed 
Counfcl, if hedefired it ? In Bills of Pains and Penal ties, are 
not thofe againd whom the Bill is designed, always allowed 
to be heardby their Coonfel againft uie Bill ? In Impeach* 
rnenfs in the other Hoole, the Perfon impeached, chough 
for High Treafon, has always been allowed Counfcl, evm 
when the Cultom prevailed of not allowing Counfel to Pet' 
■funs that were to be tried for fuch Crimes in inferior Covirts. 
It is therefore wrong to draw Arguments from what h now, 
or ever Wris the Practice of inferior Court.% for /hewing what 
is or ought to be the Practice of Parliament j and if we fol* 
low the Cuftom of inferior Courts with regard to Treafons 
and Felonies, the Petitioners ought to be allowed Counfel, but 
our Treaty-makers none, 

' Hfiwevcr, Sir, as this Cuftom was never yet introduced 
into Parliament, If our Treaty -makers, upon iheir Treaty's 
being cenfured by Parliament, which I hope it will, Ihotild 
be profecuted either by a Bill of Pains and Penalties, or by 
any other Parliamentary Mf-thod of Profecution, lihould be 
for allowirag them more Favour than fome of their Friends 
fecm willbg to allow to the Petitioners: I fliould be for al- 
lowing them to be heard by their Counfel againil any fuch 
Bill nj Profecution 

* It is a little extraojdinary to fay, we muft not allow the 
Petitioners to be heard by their Counfel, becaufe they have 
Kot cxprelly petitioned for it. Sir, they have petitioned to 
be heard, bu* iVte^ W^je \i^tu<o modeft: as to leave it intirely 
to tjs toappo\ms^'Vv^ife\\';iv^e^^^i:\\3R,>&is«i\4- "W^V^Mo- 



My fliews their Refpeft for this Hou{e ; and fhall we maJce ^^ J^:^- ^ " 

People fuffer for {hewing us a decent Refpcft I If we fliould 

ever do fo, I think we ftiould deferve to meet with none, 

upon any iuture AppHcatloD j suid now it has been naoved 

to order tbem to be heard by themfelveA or Counfel, if we 

flioiild refufe to give them the Liberty of beingheard by their 

Counfel, I am afraid it will be looked on, by People without 

Doors, as a preliminary Step towards our approving of this 

preliminary Treaty, which the whole Nation difapproves of, 

and confequently will very much tend toward* diminifhing 

that Refp^, which the People of this Nation have always 

hitherto had for their Parliaments. They will ' defpair of 

ever meeting with any Relief from ParJiameot, and as foon 

as this Defpair becomes general, they will begin to think of 

other Methods for obuiaing Relief, which may be attended 

with the moll dreadful Confequences, that may be fatal to our 

Religion and Liberties^ but Confequences that may, much 

more probably, be fatal to the Royal Family now upon the 

Throne. 

* 1 Ihall readily grant. Sir, that wife Men will give up 
{bmething of what they may realbnably demand, rather 
than risk the Whole upon the doubtful Event of a War, 
cfpecially when the Chance of War feems to be againft them. 
But whatever the Precepts of Chriftianity may inculcate, I 
am fure the Precepts of Wifdom, ei'pecially in politital Af- 
fairv, can never direfit that, if an Enemy takes our Cloak, 
we fliouJdgive him our Coat alfo, or that, if he gives us a. 
Box on one Ear, we ihould hold up to him the other i which 
ftems to be our Cafe with regard to Spain, They have takea 
from us our Cloaks and by this Convention, we feeni willing 
to give them our Coat alfo :. They have given us a molT 
hearty Blow, I may fay fcveral Blows,on one Ear, and by this 
Convention, we f^m to bold up to tliem the other, They 
let a Captain of one of our Merchant Ships efcnpe, fome 
Years fince, with the Lofsofbut one Ear; but if a Britifh 
Parliament approves of this Convention, eve^ry Britlfti Smb- 
je&, that fhall hereafter have the Misfortune of failing into 
their Hands » mull expc£l to lofe both, 

* I Ihall likewife grant, Sir, that in order to determine 
whether the Chance of Wac- be for us or againft us, the 
Power of our Enemies and our own Weaknefs muH be coii* 
fidered, and that, in order to judge whether we ought to 
have accepted of this Convention, we ought to view both in 
their proper and true Light; but if Spain is to be affifled by 
none of the other Powers of Europe, I am fure, neither their 
Power nor our Weaknefs can be urged for our giving up any 
Thing wc have a juft Pretence to. I am fure, Spain is not 
now near fo powerful as it wa» in the Days of Q^c^u^via.- 
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beth, and codlderirtg die Union of the two Itingdoms of 
England and Scotland, and the great Improvements we have 
made in our Trade and Pkfitationj, fmce the Queen's RdgOi 
tho- we have been upon rhat Decline for fome Years paft, I 
rn^ft think we are now more powerful than we wertat that 
Tiine ; and fct that wife Queen was fo fir from bearing 
tamely any Injury that was o^red by the Spariiards, that 
flie always purfued thcai with imn>ediate Vengeance, and 
provoked them to Battle in every Corner of- the Wiofy. 
Therefore, if Spain is not to be aJTiftcd by any oiTtlfe other 
Powers of Eutope, we ;^€Ould be under no Neceflity to ac- 
cept of this Convention j and if the Spaniards are to be 
fiipprted by France, in the unjufl Claims they have fet up 
againft us, and the Piracies and Cruelties they have com- 
mitted upon our Merchants and Seamen, I muft fay, we 
have Ihewn a great deal of Complaifance to that Kingdom, 
for almoft thele twent)' Years part, to very little Purpofe, 

• But thefe Things, Sir, the Coanfel that are to be heard 
for the Petitioners can have nothing to do with. They arc 
only to fhew us what we have given up, or what we may 
be Tuppofcd to have given up, by this Treaty; and the Gon^ 
fequences of the Conceffions we have inade» or are like Eo 
makCf with regard to the Nation in general, and with re- 
gard to the Rights and Properties of the Petitioners in par^ 
ticular. It is this Houfe only, that is to oonfider, whether 
we are in fuch Circumftances as to render it neceflary to 
make fuch Conoeifions, The Counfel have nothing to do 
with, nor can they be fuppofed to know, any Thing either 
of the Circumdances of this Nation, or of the Circamftanc« 
of our Enemies I therefore we cannot cjcpcft to hear froin 
them any florid Harangues, either upon our own Strength or 
Courage, or upon the Weaknefs and Cowardice of our Ene- 
mies ^ and conleqilently we need not be afraid of having our 
Time taken up wirii hearing eloquent AddrclTes made by 
them to the Galleries. But after they have finiJhed awl 
2 re withdrawn, I fball expeftto hear from fome Gentkmea 
in this Houfe as florid Harangues, as they are capable of 
making, upon the Utility and ^ifdom of peaceable Mei^H 
ftires, which in a tradmg Nation is certainly s more popQ^| 
l:ir Subje<St, nnd confequeotly n Subjcft which affords 1 
greater Scope for Eloquence, than the Subje^ of War can 
afFord to any Orator in the Kingdom, The Love of Peace 
and peacenlle Mea fores will always be a popular Subject 
among a rich and jnduftrious People, as long as there is no- 
thing done for the Sake of Peace, that is cither diftionou- 
rablc or difadvantageous to the Nation, But when this hap- 
i^ens IQ be t\\e Ca<^^ I fhall ajdmit that War then becom« 
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ilie papuUr SubjeQ, which lam afraid, indeed, is Coo Anno 13, Geo.!!* 

uch our Cafe at prcfent. ^ 1733-39* 

Sir, it feems now, as I have faid, to be allowed, even 
fcy the Gentleman who have fpokc upon the other Side of 
the Quellion, that the Rights and Properties of private 
r.^en may be greatly affe^ed by this Convention ; but, fay 
Ahcfe Gentlemen, ftiall we allow every Man to be heard by 
it Counfelj that may think Iiirafelf aggrieved by any Re- 
lation propofed in Parliament for (he public Good } 
flull grant. Sir, that the public Intereft k to he pre- 
Tred to the Intercft of any private Man ; but I hope It 
ill be likewife granted, that if any particular private 
ian, or Set of private Men, is to fufler a real Lofs by 
what is to be done for the public Good, the Public oaght 
make him all pofiible Atonement ; and therefore, if 
any Set of private Men think that they in particular will 
be aggrieved by what is propofed for the public Good, 
and we fee Caufe to believe that It may be fo, we gene- 
rally ought not only to receive their Petition, bat to al- 
low them to be heard by their Counfel ; and that, evert 
altho' there be no Like!ihood that any diiSciilt Qucftion 
la Law, relating to their Property, can arife upon our Ex- 
amination into the AfiUir, For if a private Man mull 
fuffer for the Sake of the Public, we ought to give him 
an Opportunity of making the Amount of what he is hke 
to fuffer appear as clearly as poflible, in order that we 
may provide a Remedy, or maice liim an adequate Satlf- 
fa^iion. 

However, Sir, as the Gentlemen of the other Side have 
lowed, that, in Cafes where difficult Points of Law re- 
lating to the Rights of private Men may probably arife, 
the Petitionen ought to be allowed Counfel, 1 ^ think this 
^one is fuCicicnt for convincing us that, in the prefent 
fe, the Petitioners ought to be admitted to be heard by 
emfelves or Counfel. For, I think, tt is evident, that 
'% very nice Point of Law muil aril'e, when we come to take 
the Convention into Confide rat ion , We mud then enquire 
into the Impoft and MeaoJng of thofc Words in the Con- 
vention, by which wefubmit all the Claims fet up bjf Spain 
to be regdaied by CommjirAries, I hope thefc Words do 
not import an Admiilion of any of their Claims ; but I am 
fat from being clear as to this Point ; and I am fare it is a 
Point in which the Property of every one of our Planters in 
the Weft-Indies, efpecially Jamaica, is deeply cijnccrned* 
I could mention feveral otjWr nice Point* that will probably 
ife in the Coorle of our Examination i but this I take to 
V^L.V, Kkk b« 
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■Ajwoi2.Geo.II.be fufficient for fhewing the Neccffity of admitting the Pe- 
^1738-39. titioners to be heard by Counfel, even according to the 
Maxims laid down by thofe that argue againft it. 

Now, Sir, as to our Time, I muft confcfs that an ho- 
nourable Gentleman has fallen upon a very ingenioos Me- 
thod for perfuading us, that more of our Time will be 
taken up in hearing the Petitioners by their COun(eI, than 
by themfelves only. He has told us, that if we order 
them to be heard by themfelves or Counfel, it will in Ef- 
'fe£k be, to hear them both by themfelves and Counfel ; be- 
caufe, fays he, we ftiall firft hear their Cafe flated by their 
Counfel, and then we fhall hear it ftated again by them, 
when they come to be examined as Witnefles. I wilh the 
.honourable Gentleman had confidered, for furely he knows, 
wh&t is the Budnefs of Counfel, and what is theBufinefsof 
WitnefTes upon fuch Occaiions. It is the Bullnefs of Coun- 
fel to llate the Cafe, before the Examination of Witneilb 
begins, and to fum up the Evidence after it is over ; both 
which they are to do in as clear and as fhort a Manner as 
they can ; and it is likewife their Budnefs to take Care, 
that every Witnefs fhall give an Account of all the mate- 
rial Fails he knows, in as plain and clear Terms as poffible. 
Then it is the Bufiriefs of every Witnefs to give a true and 
fmcere Account of all he knows, relating to the A^r upon 
which he is examined, and to give plain Anfwers to fuch 
Qneftions afi fhall be put to him. This is their refpedlive 
'Duties, and it is the Buflnefs of the Judge to keep them to 
their Duty ; therefore, after the Petitioners Cafe has been 
ilated by their Counfel, none of them can, and I bdieve, , 
none of them will prefume to flate it over again, whdn they 
'come to be examined as Witneffes : If any one ofthem 
ihould, any Member may rife up, and by giving him a pro- 
per Check, confine him to his Duty. But if we do not ad- 
mit the Petitioners to be heard by Counfel, what mnft be the 
'Confequence ? Some of themfelves mufl fupply the Place of 
Counfel. Some of them, by the Appointment of the rcfl, 
inuftiUte the Cafe at the Beginning of the Examination, 
and ibme of them mufl fum up the Evidence after the Exa- 
mination is over ; and thofe very Petitioners, who are ap- 
pointed to ftate the Cafe, or fum up the Evidence, may, 
nay, probably mufl, be examined as Witneffes, for proving 
fome of the Fadls that may not, perhaps, be known to any 
of the other Witneffes ; for otherwife, you would lay the 
.Petitioners under a very great Difadvantage, becaufe the 
befl Speakers among them may be the befl Witneffes, and 
'if you Ihould refufe to hear them in a double Capacity, the 
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t'«idonej» moil be depriv©dof bavii^ their Cafe fluted byAiinpiJ.6cii.lJi 
the bell, perhapi tlic only Spokefmen among them, or of . ^7^-J&- ^ 
having their bell Witneftes adinitted to be cxatnined. — ' ~^^ ' ^ 
Therefore, in this Way, as well us the other, they will have jp 

tn Opportunity, if they fliould think proper, and you fbould 
allow thefn, to lay their Cafe twice before you, firll as Peti- 
tioners, and nest as Witnefles. But the Difierencc betweea 
the two Methods of hearing them, is, that, if you hear 
them bjrrhemfelve* ofitly, sia diey are not aectiftomed toi 
fach Things, and may be mare fangvime than they ought to 
be, moft People are in their own Caufc, they will, probably, 
be more tedious, both in flating their Cafe, and fumming 
up ilidr Evidence, than Couord would be : And even, when 
they are examined as Witnefles^ their Fear of forgetting any 
Thing materia], will mike them more apt to fall into Re- 
petitions and Tautologies, than they would be, had they 
Coiinfcl at the Bar to direft them, and to pat them in 
mind of any material Fad which they knew, and had forgot 
to give an Account of. From whence, we muft conclude, 
that more of our Time will be unnecciTarily taken u^ in 
* earing the Petitioners by themfelves only, than in hearing 
"lem by their Counfel, 

1 have as good an Opinion in general of the Talents and 
Quilificatioos of thofe, who have the Honour to be Mem- 
bers of this Houfc, 8S any Man can have : I have a very- 
great Opinion of the Abilities of fome among us ; but, Sir, 
as we are Judges, we cannot be Counfel in any AiFair that 
comes bflforc this Houfe ; unleis we take up that Office 
which, the Lawyers fay, is the Duty of thofe who are tho 
Judges of our inferiour Courts, I mean that of being Coan- 
iel for thofe that are accufed of any Crime or Mifdemean- 
or. If we confider ourfelves in this Light, we muft be of 
Coanfcl againlt the Petitioners, we muft be of Counfel 
ibr thofe who, the Petitioners fay, have broaghc their 
■ouniry into a molt difhonourable and difadvantageout 
VcAty i and in thi,s Light, furdy, wemuft allow the Peti- 
ioners to have Counfel, as other Profecutors have ; becaiife 
e are all to be of Countd, rather againll them than for them. 
n fuppoie , it were othcrwife, fmce no Gentleman can be 
fcppofed to be 1o well acquainted with the Laws, as thofe 
•who are in daily pradtce j therefore, I think, k will be ex- 
tremely proper, if not abfolutely ncceflaiy, for us to hear 
Counr^l upon the Point I have mentioned, and upon feveral 

t other Puit)ts of Law, that may probably arife in the Courfe of 
t^t Ex:iminntion ; and vlis 1 think a great deal Ids of our 
Time will be taken up in hearing the Petitioners by their 
J Counfel, 
i_ 
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JU»i*.GeoM. GoflBfcl, than in liearing them bv themfelves, I (hall be for 
1738.39. ordering them to be heird by themfelyes, or Couniel, and 
oonfequently I moft be againll the Amendment profpofed. 

Upon a Diviiion, it was carried againft hearing hf 
Coonfely 227 againft 208. 
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